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I T has not been m) intention to be the panc-B o o K 
gynft of the conquerors of the other hemi-. 
fthcrc. I hz\c not fufrered my judgment to be foCaiTuie 
far milled by the brilliancy of ihcir fiiccclTcs, 
to be blind to their crimes and adts of injuftice.n,ar^^^ 
My Mcw IS to write hillorj’, and I almoff alwajsthrNev 
x\ntc It With my eyes bathed m tears Aflonini-''® 
menc hath fomctimcs fuccccdcd grief I ha%Co??^°^ 
beciT fcrqjrrftd that rone of theft ftvage warriors 
Hiould have preferred the more cexiam mode of 
mlldncfs ard» hiimaniij, and that they fliould 
have rather chofen to Ihcw ihcmrclvcs as tyrants 
tlm as benefadtors. What ftrangc infatuation 
Vot. m E hath 




S HIStORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOO Khath prevented them from perceiving, that white 
^ they deftroyed the countries which they fcjzed 
upon, they were injuring themfelvcs, and that 
their cruelties obl^ed them to give ilp a more 
quiet and more lucrative polTeflion of them ? It 
hath been anerted,-that in countries where man 
had not yet appeared, the moft timid animals came 
near him without fear. I can never be perfuaded, 
that at the firft afpedt of an European, the favage 
man can have been more wild than the animals^ 
It was undoubtedly a fatal experience which in- 
formed him of the danger of fucb familiarity. 
What then I fhall nations be more cruel among 
themfelvcs, than the moft, oppreflive fovereigns 
are towards their fnbjedts? One fociety muft then 
devour another I Man wUl be more fierce than 
thetyger! Sliall reafon have been given (o him 
merely as a fubftitutc in him to every maleficent 
inftindl*, and (hall his annals be nothing more 
than the annals of his perverfenefsP.O Godi why 
didft thou create man ? Thou certainly didft know, 
that for one inftant in which thou fhould’ft be 
able to look upon. thy work with complacency, 
thou ftiould’ft turn ibinc eyes away from it a hun- 
dred times ? Thy prcfciencc certainly forefaw the 
atrocious a<hs which the Spaniards were to commit 
in the New World ! 

W E are here going to difplay feenes, ftill more 
terrible than thofe which have fo often made us 
ftiudder^ They will be uninterruptedly repeated 
in thofe immenfe rc^ons which remain for us to 
go over The fword will never be blunted ; and 
we ftiall not fee it flop ’till it meets with no more 
vidlims to ftrike, 

Extrara- We fiiall again begin our accounts with Co- 
Iambus. This great man had difeovered the 
that mark Continent of America without ever landing upon 
ih« firft It ^ jjQt rijjl gfjgy Jfland of San Do- 

mlnco 
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tnirgo was firmly eftablifhed, that he thouglitfioOK 
proper to extend his enterpriCcs. He imagined . 
that beyond this continent there* wdfe a lother flepsof the 
ocean, which muft terminate at the Eaft Indies ‘ Spaniards 
and that thefe two feas might have a coinmunica-Jf„^y^,^_ 
tion with each other. In order to dilcover it, he 
failed, in 1502, as clofe along the coafl as poffi- 
ble. He touched at all places that were accefiiblc; 
and, contrary to the cuftom of other navigators 
who behaved in the countries which they vifited in 
fuch a manner as if they were never to return to 
them, he treated the inhabitants with a degree of 
kindnefs that gained their affection. The gulph 
of Darien particularly engaged his obfervation. 
He’ihought that the rivers, which poured into ir^ 
were the great canal he had been in fearch of 
through fo many imminent dangers, and cxceflive 
fatigues. Difappoiiued in thefe expedta'tions, he 
wifhed to leave a fmall colony upon the river Be- 
lem, in the country of Veragua. The avidity, the 
pride, and the barbarifm of his countrymen pre- 
vent^ him from ha\ ing the fetisfaftion of forming 
the firft European cftablifhmcnt upon the continent 
of the new hemirphere. 

Some years clapfed after this, and Hill the 
Spaniards had not fixed themfelves upon any fpor. 

As thefe adventurers only received from govern* 
rnent t!ie pcrmilfion of making difeovenes,' it 
never once entered their minds to employ ihem- 
fclvcs in agnculturc or commerce. The profpeft 
of diftant fortunes that might have been made 
by thefe prudenf means, was far above the pr^u- 
diccs of ilicfc barbarous umes. There t\as no* 
thing but the allurement of immediate gain that 
could flimulate men to euterprifes fb bold as tliofe 
for which this century was diftinginnied. Gold* 
alone attracted them to the contineiit of .Amenca, 
cad made them brave dangers, difeafcs, and death, 

B z which 
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BOOK vvludi they were eitpofed to the courfe of theit 

. y i , . \oyage, at their arrnal, or on their return , and, 
by a terrible but juft vengeance, the cruelty of 
the Europeans, and their lufl: of gold, exhaufted at 
once the t\\o hemifpheresof their inhabitants, and 
deftruftion raged equally among thofe who were 
the plunderers and aflaflins, as among the plunder- 
ed people 

It was not ‘till the year 1509 that Ojeda and 
TQiquefia formed, though feparaiely, the deCgn of 
making folid and lafting coequefts To encourage 
them in their refolution, Ferdinand gave to the 
firfl: the government of the countries that begiri 
at Cape de la Veil, and terminate at the Giilph 
of Darien , and to the fecond, that of all the fpace 
extending from this famous gulph to Cape Gra- 
cias a Dios They were both of them to aa- 
nounce 16 tnc people, at their landing, the tenets 
of the Chriflian religion, and to inform them of 
the gift uhiclt the Roman pontiff had made of 
their country to the king of Spam If the favages 
refufed to fubmit quietly to this double yoke, 
the Spaniards were autboiifed to purfue them njth 
fire and fword, and to reduce whole nations to 
flaiery 

Is It then the head of the moft holy of all re- 
ligions who gives to another what does not be- 
long to him t And is it a Chriftian fovereign who 
acccpis of the gift? And are the conditions 
agreed upon between them, fubraiflion to the Eu- 
ropean mo"aich, or flavery , baptum, or death ? 
Upon the bate recital of a contrad fo unheard of, 
weihudder with horror, and we pronource, that 
the man who does not pattake of the fame ftnfa- 
tion, IS a fttangcr to every vdeaofmoraljtj , to every 
fentimcnt, and to every nouon of juRicc , n man 
who IS unworthy of bang argued wuh Abomi- 
n.ibic pjnufTl And tf ihcfc countries of which 
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tliou doft difpofe have a lawful proprie'tor, is itB O o K 
thy advice that he fhould beTpoiled of them? If . 
they have a legitimate fbvcreign, is it thy advice 
that his fabjed^s fliould break, their all^iahce? If 
tliey have God^ is it thy advice that'chey (hould 
be impious ? And thou, ilupid ’prince, doft ihoii 
not perceive, that the peribn who confers thefc 
rights upon thee, arrogates them to iitmfeif ; and 
that by accepting of them, thou doll abandon 
thy country’, thy fceptre, and thy religion, to the 
mercy of an ambitious Ibphifl, and'of the mnft 
dangerous fyftem of Michievalifm ? J ' 

But It was a more eafy matter to grant thefe 
abfurd and atrocious privileges, than to put the 
barbarous and fupcrftuious adventurers, who fo- 
liciied fuch' rights, jii pofieflion of them. The 
Indians rejeilcd c\ery kind of iiuercourTe wiili a 
fet of rapacious Grangers, who ihreatened'equally 
their life and their -liberty.* Arms were not more 
favourable to the Spaniards than their perfidious 
careflTes.t The people of the continent accullom- 
cd to carry on war with each other, received ihern 
with a boldncfs unexperienced in the'inands-that 
had befen fo eafily fubdued. Poifoned arrows 
were (howered upon them from'all quarters ; and 
hot one of thofe that were wounded-'efcaped a 
death 'more or lefs dreadful To the' arrowrof 
the enemy other caufes of dellruflion iver’e Iboh 
joined-, (hipwrecks una\oidab!e ^ in Ihefe un- 
known latitudes; an alnloll: continuaTv.ant'“oF 
fubfillence upon a country totally uncultivated • 
and difeafcs peculiar to 'this climate, "'whicii is the 
moll unwholefome one* in America. The few 
Spaniards who had cfcapcd Co many calamities’, 
and who could notteturn to ‘San Doming col- 
leiled themfelves at St.'Mary’s, 1 n‘lhe province of 
Darien.f ‘ • * - ’ r'" 1 
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BOOK. ThcY lived there in a (late of anarchy, when 
Vafeo Nugnes de Balboa appeared among them. 
This man, v. ho was honoured by the companions 
of his crimes with the (irnameof Hercules, had a 
pobuft confthutlon, and intrepid covtrage, and a 
popular eloquence. Thefe qiialiiles made them 
choofe him for their chief; and all Ins actions 
proved that he was worthy to command the yll- 
fains whofe funrage he had obtaiued, Judging 
that moi'c g^ld would be found in the inland ports 
than upon the coafts, from whence it had been fo 
repeatedly taken, he plunged himfelf among the 
mountains. He found at firft in the country, it 
is faid, forae of that feme fpecies of httle^ white 
men, as are to be met with in Africa and in cer- 
tain pf thp Af^atic iflands. They are covered with 
p down of a gliftemng whue colour. Th^ have 
lio hair, their eyes are red, and they only fee well 
in the night-tijne. They are feeble, and their 
faculties appear to be more pircumfcrlbed than 
thofe of other men. -Thefe favages, if it be true 
that they exKlcd, were few in number ; but others 
were found of a different fpecies, brave and hardy 
enough to defend their rights. They had a very 
ejciraofdinary cuftom* among them, ’winch was, 
that the hufbands on the death of their wives, and 
the wives on the death of their hufbands, ufed to 
cut off the end of a finger; fo that merely by 
looking on their hands one might fee whether 
they were widowers pr widows, and how often 
they had been (b. 

Nothing has hitherto been, or will probably 
pver be feid, that pan faiisfai^orily explain the 
various perverfipns of fcafon. If the women alone 
iiad been obliged to pradlife this whimfical cere- 
mony, It would be natural to fufpea that it had 
been intended to prevent the iropofture of a wi- 
dow, who might wifh to pats for a virgin to her 

fccond 
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Tccond hufljand. But this conjc£lurc wcfuld lofeBOOK 
it’s-iforcc, when applied to the hufbands, whofe . , 
condition could never be a matter oF fuch confe- 
^uencct as that it fhould be carefully indicated by 
indelible figns. This cudom hath obtained in 
other countries ; but lire following is peculiar to 
Darien. - j 

When a widow died, fuch of her children 
whofe tender age rendered it impoflible for them 
to provide for their own fubfidence, were buried 
in the fame grave with her. As no one would take 
the charge of thefe orphans, the nation deftroyed 
them, to prevent their being ftarved to death. 

The charity of tltefc barbarians extended no fur- 
aher.' Thisis the mod atrocious aft to which the 
deplorable date of favage life was ever^ able to 
impel mankind. 

. KoTWiTHSTANDtKO thcfc fcroclous m3DneTs» 

Balboa, fupported by the obdinacy of ? his dif- 
pofitioii, fpurred on by the infatiable cupidity of 
his foldiers, and with the afCdance of foms packs 
of thofe blood thirdy dogs which had been of fo 
much fervice to the Spaniards in all their con* 
queds, at length fucceeded in dedroying the in- 
habitants of Darien, and in dKperiing or lubduing 
them. * 

One day, as the conquerors were difputing ThsSpa- 
with-cach other about gold, with a degree 
warmth that feemed to threaten Tome aft of vio- §^”otion 
knee, a, young Cacique overturned tlie fcalesofPcra. 
in which they were weighing it. f^hyy Ciid he to 
them, with an air of diAJain, u:ly do you quarrd 
forfueba trijle? If it he for this ufiltfs metal that 
pubave quitted your country j and that pu maffacre 
fo many feopUy / voill conduRyru into a region vobete 
It :s fo common that it is employed for- the meanef 
purpofes. Being urged to explain htmfelf more 
ftearly, he allured them, ^that at a little dil^nce 
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BOOKfrom the oeean which \vafiied the country of 
^ Danen« there was inoihcV ocean which led to this 
^nch country The opinion immediatcl} andtini- 
verfally prevailed, that Hits was the fca which 
Columbus had fo carncftly fought after, and on 
the firft of September 151^, one hundred’ and 
ninety Spaniards, attended by a thoufand Indians, 
who were to ferve ihem’as gilide«, and to carry 
their proVifions and baggage, fee out to recon- 
noitre It 

From the place whence this troop began their 
march, to tlie one they were going to, there Was 
no more than fiKiy miles but it was lieceflary to 
climb {b many deep mountains, to pafs fuch 
large rivers, to traverft fiich'deep morafles^ to 
penetrate into fucU thick' fore?ls, and to Bifperfe, 
perfuade, or defttoy, fo many fierce natiofil , that 
u was not 'tiU after a march of five atidTwCnty 
days, that men accuftomed lo dangers, fatigues 
and wants, arrived at the place of their expec 
tatiofi* f Without a momenVs delay, Balboa, aim- 
ed at all points, in themanner of the ancient clii* 
valry, advanced feme t\ay into the South Sci 
of both Lenhfpl ereSy fexclaimed this b&r 
barian, I call yon to 'loitiie/j that I tak« pr.jfijftin ^ 
this ^ari of the zintvtrfe for the ermtn 0/ CaJJile 
Myfwrd /ball defend ulMt my arm bath giijeh to 
ll Already wasthecrofe planted upon ihccbhti 
nent, and the name of Ferdinand uidribCd upon 
the bark of Come of the trees - ^ 

Thesh ceremonies gave to the Euro^ns in 
thofe days the doraimon of all the countnfes in 
the New World, where they conld introduce 
their faiiguuiary Heps Accordingly , the Spaniards 
^Vitn they- had a right to exaCl from the neTgh 

bounog p-oplc a tribute in pearls, metals, and pro- 
Vifion® Every teflimony was United m confirm-i 
jng vhat had been at firft fiid of the riches of 
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the empire thnt was called . Peru, .and the robbers^ 0^0 K 
who meditated the conqueft of.it, returned to 
rieni^where.they.were to colleft-the forcesnecef- 
fary for fo difficult’an enterprile. , 

; BAtBOA expedted that he fhoiild be cmploj’ed 
to; condudt this- great defign. Hfs companions 
had placed their 'confidence in him. He had 
thrown into the public coffers'mere treafurethari 
any one of ihtreladventuieTs. In the opinion of 
the publi-;, the.difcovery he had juft made, had 
put, him on a level with Columbus. But by an 
inftance of .that -injuftice and ingratitude fo com- 
mon in c6urts,:where merit cannot prevail againft 
favour^ where a great commander is fiipencded 
in the midft of his triumphs by! an unfit perfon • 

.where 'a diflipating and rapacious favourite dif- 
places an cccor.omical miniftcr of finance • where 
the general good, and fervices done .are' equally 
folgottcn ; arid' where revolutions in . the -great 
offices of ftaie often become objedls of mirth 
and plcafantr)* ; Pedrarias was'chofen in hisftead. 
tlhe new .commander, . as jealous as lie was cruel, 
liad his prcdcccilbr. confined; he ordered him to 
take his trial, and afterwards caufed him to be 
beheaded. 1 His fubaltcrns, by his orders, or with 
his’eonfent, pillaged, burnt and tnaflacr^ on all 
fide^' without any diftinftion of allies or enemies ; 
and it was’ not ’lill'aftcr-thcy had deftroyed to 'the 
extent of three- hundred leagues of the country', 
that in ixtS ‘ he thinsfcrrcd the colony cf St, 

Mary,' on the borders of the Pacific ocean, to u 
place that received the name of Panama;. 

, Soil E years p.n (led away wj:hom‘thiseft3bhfli-'n'«eSj>?, 
mciit liaving been able to fulfil the great and im-2er!?u“he 
pprtant purpofes for which it was deftined. At cori^ueflof 
leftgtH, three men of obicnrc birth, undertook, at 
iKeirown cxpcnce^ to fubvert an empire that hadc)}'!^ 
fubfified with glory' for fcvcral ages. - go- 

Francis'"^"=- 
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BOOK Francis Pizarro, who is the moft known 
^ amoi^g them, was the natural fon of a gcnilcraan 
^ ■ of Efttamaduraf Hts education had been fo ne- 

glefted, that he could not read The tending or 
flocks, which was his firft employment, not being 
fuuable to his charafter, he embarked for the 
New World His avarice and ambition infpired 
him wuh inconceivable a&ivity ” He joined m 
every expedition, and fignalizcd liimfclf in moll 
of them, and he acquired, in the fci^ral fitua’* 
tionsin which nev/as employed, that knowledge of 
men and things, whicli is mdifpenfibly neccllary 
to advancement, but efpecially to thofe who by 
their birth have every difficulty to contend with. 
The ufe he nad hitherto made of his natural and 
acquired abilities, perfuaded him that nothing was 
above his talents, and he formed the plan of ex* 
ertmg them againft Peru 

' To ihcfc defigrs he aflbciated T>iego de Jkl- 
magro, whofe birth uas equitocal, but whofe 
courage was proved He had ever been found 
temperate, patient, and indefatigable^ m thofe 
camps in which he had grown old In this febool 
he had acquired a franKnefs which is morcLfre- 
qucntly learnt here than in other fiiuatiQQs^'as 
well as that obduracy and cruelty which'arejbut 
too common, ‘ — 5I 

The fortune of two foldiers, though confiden* 
able, being found infnfficient for the coaqueft 
they meditated, they joined themfelves to Fernan- 
do dc Luques He was a mercenary priefl:, who 
had amafied prodigious wealth by all the methods 
which fupcrfttiion renders eafy to his profeffion, 
and by fomc means peculiar to the manners of the 
age he lived \n - ~ 

As the balls of their aflbciation the confederates 
■mutually agreed, that each fliould engage the 
\/hole of his property in this entcrpnfci that the 

wen I til 
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wealth accruing from it (hou!d be equally fhared,B O O K 
and that they fliould reciprocally obferve an in» . 
\iolable fidelity. The pans that each of them 
were to take in this great fccnc were diftributed 
as the good of the common caufe required. Pi- 
zarro was to command the troops, Almagro con- 
dudl the fuccours, and Luques prepare the means, 
rrhis plan of ambition, avarice, and ferocioufnefs, 
was completed by . fanaticifin. Luques publicly 
confccratcd a hoft 5 part of which he ate, and di- 
vided the reft between his two anbciatcs; all 
three fwearing, by the blood of God, that, toen- 
■rich themfelvcs, they would not fpare the blood • 
of man. ■ 

' The expedition, commenced under thefe hor- 
rible aufpices, toxvards the middle of November 
1524* '^***^^ oncvclTel, one hundred and twelve 
men, and four horfe, was not fortunate. It rras 
fcldom that Pizarro was able to land ; and in the 
few places where it was poiTible for him to come 
on fliore, he met with nothing but plains deluged 
with water, impenetrable forells, and fome fa- 
V agc«, little difpofed to tr^at with him. Almagro, * 
who brought him a reinforcement of feventy 
men, did not meet with more encouraging ad- 
vcniurts; and he even lolt an eye in a very lharp 
engagement he was obliged to fufisin againfi the 
Indians, More than one half of ihcfc intrepid 
Spaniards had pcriftied by hunger, by the fvvord 
or by the climate ; when Los Kios, who had fuc- 
ceeded to Pedrarias, fent orders to ihofc who had 
cfcaped fo many calamities, to return to the co- 
lony without delay. They all obe}ed; all of 
Vi'itTTi, rjrtrrpt Vuirtcen, w^no, liafAiTtft to Vnerr drireff, 
rcfolved to f how his fortune to the end They 
found it at firft more advetfe titan it had hitherto 
been; for they were obliged to pafs fix whole 
months in the ifland of Gorgon, the moA un- 
z whoklou.e, 
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B o 0 K whokfome, moll .barren, and moll dreadfuKpot 
ihere was perhaps upon the globe. But at Ungth 
their deftiny grew mtldcr : w iih a very fmafl % eG- 
fel, which had been Cent thcm’tuercly from mo- 
tives of compaffion, to remove' them from tliis 
place of. defolation, they continued their voyage, 
and landed at ,Tumbez, ho inconfiderable village 
pf the empire which they propofed one day to in- 
vade. Prom 'this road, wh'ere 'every thing borC 
the marks of civilization, /Pi^arrb returned to Pa- 
nama, n here he arrived at the fatter end of the 
year.i5a'j with fbme gold diift, ibmc vafesof that 
•precious metal, fomc vicunas, and three 'Peru- 
vians, deflined, {boner or later, to ferve as inter- 
preters. ' 1 ■' * . ‘ , 

Par frbm being difeouraged by the misfortunes 
that had. been' experienced, the 'three oflociates 
were inflamed with a mote ardent paflion for trea- 
fures which w ere now better known to tlicm. But 
they were in want of Ibldiers, and of fubfiftence j 
and the colonyidenied them both thefe iiiccours. 
The minilbry, vvhofe fupport Pizarro himfelf had 
‘come into Europe lofbhcit, vvereaniorc favourably 
inclined They authonfed, without referve, the 
levying, of’men, and the pnrehafe of proufjons ; 
and added to this indefinite liberty every faiour 
whicli drew nothirig frbm the treafury. 

NEvtRT«EL£.ss, the affociates, by combining 
all their means, could not equip more than three 
fmall vcHels; nor colleft' any more than one^bun- 
dred and forty-four infantry, and thirty-fix horfe. 
This \v2s \ciy little for the great viewsitliat were 
to be fulfilled, but m the New World the Spa- 
niards expe^cd every thing from their arms and 
their courage, and Pizarro did not helitate to 
embark in the month of February 1531. ^ The 
knowledge be had acquired of thefe leas, made 
him avoid the calamities that had thwarted his firft 
‘ • . expcdi- 
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expedition ; and he.met ivithnobther misfortuneB o o K 
than that of being obliged, by contrary winds, to . 
latid at the diftance of one hundred leagues from 
the liatbour where he had 'intended to difem- 
bark. The Spaniards were therefore obliged to 
go to the place by land. They followed the coafi: 
with great difficulty, compelling the inhabitants 
on their march .to furnifti them with provifions, 
plundering them of the gold they polTefled, and 
giving themfelves up to that fpirit of rapine and 
cruelty which diftinguifhed the manners of thofe 
barbarous times. The ifland of Puna, .which de- 
fended the road, was taken by ftorm, and the 
troops entered vidlortous into Tumbez, where 
diforders of every kind detained them for three 
whole months. The arrival of two reinforce- 
ments, that came from Nicaragua, afforded them 
fomc confolation for the anxiety they felt on ac- 
count of this delay. Thcfe reiilforcemems, in- 
deed, confided only of thirty men each ; but they 
were commanded by Sebaftian Benalcazar and by 
Ferdinand Soto, who had both of them acquired a 
brilliant reputation. The Spaniards were not dif- 
turbed in their firft conqueft, and we mud mention 
the reafon of it. . • . 

The empire of Peru, which,. like mod othcrMmnerm 
dominions, had in it’sorigin but hide extent, 
b:cn fucccflivcly enlarged. It had in pariicuIarch"f*of 
received a conuderable.a^randjzement from thetneespe- 
eleventh emperor, Huyana Capac, who had 
feffed himfelf by force of tlie vad territory Ofhimfeif 
Quito, and who, to legitimate, as much as pof-^tcrof 
fible his ufurpation, had married the foie heirefs p *e.*'*^’ 
of the dethroned monarch. From this union, re- 
probated equally by the bus and by prejudice, 
Atabalipa was born, who after the death of his 
father, claimed tlie inheritance of fiis mother. 

Tliis fucceffion was conteded, by his cider bro- 
ther 
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BOOK tlicr Huafcar, who was born of anolhcr^d, and 
, whofc birth had no (lain upon h. _ Tv'o fucli 
powerful intcrefts Induced the compcttiors to wh® 
"up arms. One of them had the people in f*!’ 
vour, and the cudom immemorial of the tndivi- 
fibiUty of the empire; but the other had prcrvi* 
oufly fccurcd the beft troops. The one who had 
the troops on bis fide was conqueror, put his rival 
in chains, and becoming more powerful^ than he 
had expefted, was madcr of all the provinces. ^ 
These troubles, which for the firft time had 
agitated Peru, were not entirely appeafed when 
the Spaniards appeared there. In the confufion 
in which the whole kingdom was dill involved, 
no one thought of molefting them on their march, 
and they arrived without the lead obftruflion at 
Caxamalca. Atabalipa, whom particular circiim- 
ftances had conduflM into the neighbourhood of 
this imperial palace, immediately Tent them fome 
fruits, corn, emeralds, and fcveral vafes of gold or 
filver. He did not however conceal from their 
interpreter his dtfirc that they Ibould quit Ws ter- 
titoncs; and he declared that he would go the 
next morning to concert with their chief the pro- 
per mcarures for this retreat. 

To put himfelf in readmefs for an engagement, 
without fufTering ibc lead prepanation of war to 
be perceived, was the only difpofiiion that Pizarro 
made for the reception of the prince. He planted 
his cav.alry in the gardens of the palace, where 
they could not be feen : the infantry was in the 
court ; and his artillery was pointed towards the 
gate where the emperor was to enter. 

AtABAUPA came without fufpicion to the place • 
appointed. He was attended by^ about fifteen 
thoufandmen. He was earned on a throne of gold, 
and gold glittered in the arms of his troops. He 
turned to the principal officers, and faid to them • 

7hefe 
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^tfe Jlran^cTS are the tmjfengers cf the Gc/fs , ^fBOOu 
carefui of ^endtn^ them, 

The prcx:drion \\ os now drawing near tlie pa- 
lace, which was occupied by Pizirro, when a do- 
minican, named Vincent de VaUerdo, w itli a cru- 
cifix in one hand, and his brc\iary in the other, 
came up to the emperor. He flopped the prince 
in his march, and made him a long fpecch, in 
which he expounded to him the chnftian religion, 
preffed him to embrace that form of worfiiip, and 
propofed to him to fubmit to the king of Spain, 
to whom the pope had given Peru 

The emperor, who heard him with ^ great deal 
of patience, replied, I art xery XLtUtng to he the 
friend of the king of Spaui^ htit rot las vajfal , the 
pope mufl furely be a very extraordinary maw, toj^ive 
Jb liberally xobat does t ot belong to him / Jhall not 
change my religion for another^ and tf the ebrijltans 
adore a God veto died uMt a crofs^ I vtorjltp tU fun, 
who never dies. He then alkcd Vincent where he 
had learned all tint he had faid of God and the 
creation ? In this book, replied the monk, pre- 
fcntuig at the fame time his breviary to the cm 
peror. Atabalipa took the book, examined it on 
all Tides, fell a laughing, and, throning awa) the 
breviar), added, This book tells ne nothing of all 
this Vincent then turned towards the Spaniards 
crj ing out wiili all his might. Vengeance, my friends, 

Vengeai ce ' CLnJhans, do you rot fee bow le dejpifes 
the go/pel > Kill tlfe dogs, who sramp'e under poos 
ibe law of God 

The Spaniard*^ isho probaol) had with diffi- 
culty reflramed that fury, and that thifll of blood, 

^)^ Vne go'i6 aiidoT •dne had 
infpired them ^/uh, tnflantly obeyed the domini- 
can Let the reader judge of the tmpreffior lat 
muft have been made on the Permians by the 
fight of the horfes who trampled upon them, and 
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^ \n efFcftof the cannon and muf^ 

Retry which beat them down, f They fled with 
' * fuch precipnation, that they fell one .upon an- 
other. A dreadful maflacre was made of them# 
Pizarro hin^felf advanced towa/ds the emperor, 
made his infantry put to the /word all that fur- 
rounded his throne, took the monarch prifbner, 
and purfued all the reft of the day thofe who had 
.efcaped the fword of hjs foldiers. 'A multitude 
of princes of the race of the Incas, the minillers, 
the flower of the nobility, all that coropofed the 
court of Atabahpa, U'cre maflacred. Even the. 
crowd of women, old men, and children,, who 
were come from all parts to fee their emperor, 
were not fpared. While this carnage continued, 
Vincent ceafed not to animate the aflaffins who 
'"u' 'xi'orting them to ufe 

I. their fwords, to in- 

?nn,M f’’" Spaniards re- 

turned from this infamous maracre, they pafled 

«r«'®o^<l^btche”."''’^ 

diflwT™'’' "’'’'■Bh. ^''><■'1/ gnirded, foon 
S Th: P^®°n of his enemies for 

?e iieJfi 1 "™""?“"“ ‘‘o'otn'iood him to of- 

ot nis acceflors. ** 


^ipoyj throne 

He was alarmed at this inci- 
pient 
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pient ncgociation; end his apprehenfions hiadefeOOK 
him refolve to ftranglc a rival who appeared fo . ^ 

dangerous. * 

In order to diffipitc the riifpiclons which fuch 
an aftion mu(t nccdTarily c'tcue m his keepers, 
AtabaUpa urged with frcHi zeal the coUciflirgof 
the metals ftipulatcd for the recovery of his hbertyt 
They were brought in from all fides as Fait as the 
dillancc of the places, andtheconfufion that pre- 
vailed would allow The whole would have been 
completed m a httle timcj but thefe heaps of 
gold, incelfantly expofed to the greedy eyes of 
the conquertirs, fo inflamed their cupidity* that 
It was impoffible to delay any longer the diftnbu- 
tioii of them. The fifth part of the « hole;, which 
the govemrnent had referved to iifclf, was deli- 
vered to the agents of the ircafury.' A hundred 
thoufand piaftrcs, or 540,000 hrres • wefe fet 
apart for the body of troops Almagro had juft 
brought up, and which wire ftill upon the coafts. 

Each of Pizarro's cavalry received 43,200 Uv res f * 
and each of his infantry 21,600 J. The general, 
and the oflicers, had fums proportioned to their 
rank in the army, ‘ 

These fortunes, the moft extraordinary that 
have ever been recorded in hiftory, did not miti- 
^te the barbarity of the Spaniards Atabalipa 
had given his go’d, and his name had ferved to 
keep the people in fubjcilion . it was now time 
therefore to put in end to him Vincent faid 
that he was a hardened prince, who ought to be 
treated like Pharaoli The interpreter PhilippiIIo, 
who liad a cnmmal mtercourfc with one of'his 
women, might be difturbed n his pleafures AJ- 
magro was appreheefive, that while he was fuf- 
fered toiiic, thenrrny of his colleague might be 

* *i jooh + J tBj] fit li i 

III C d'Crouc 
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BOO K'defiroiis of appropriating bll the booty to 'itfeif 'b 
‘ pait of the emperor's ranfom. i ’Pizarro ‘had been 
— ’ defpjfed by him, becaufc being lefs informedihan 
the^nicaneft of the foldiers, he knew not how to 
read Thefe circumftances, even more perhaps 
'than poVitical leafons,' occahoned the emperor’s 
death to he determined upon, ’ ’ 

■ Thp Spaniards had the effrontery to bring him 
to a formal inal ; and this atrocious farce was fol- 
lowed with ihofe horrid con fequcnces that muft ne- 
ceffarily have been expefted from It. f ' ’ 

Aftep, this judicial affafiination,* the murderers 
overrsjn ('Peru with 'that thirft of blood-^and 
pluhder which direfted all their aftions. Had 
they (hewn fame degree of modetaiion and hiima- 
nity4 iheyr.would probably have made themfelvea 
mafters^of thjsivaft empire, without drawing thd 
fword. .A* people naturally mild, accuflomed For 
a long time pad to 'the mod blind fubm'flioti> 
ever faithful to themaflers it bad pleafed Heaven 
to give them, and adonilhed at the Jtcrrible fpec- 
tacit they had jud beta beholding : fuch a nation 
would ha\c fubmiticd to rhe yoke without 'much 
reludlancc. The plundering of their houfes, and 
of thew temples, thcovur?g«’s done to their wives 
and daughters v cruelties ot all kinds Tuccecdiiig 
each other without interruption: fuch' a v.nnety 
of cabmiries dirred up the people to revenge, 
avd they found commanders to guide their re- 
femmenr. . . r ; . 

NoMeRous armies at fird obtained fomcadvati* 
tagts, over a froall number of tyrants loll m thefe 
immerifc regions*, but even theto trifling fucccflcs 
were rot durable. Several of ilie adventurers, 
who had corichcd themfehes by the ranfom of 
AtabaUpa. had quitted their dandards, that they 
tnight go clfcwhcre to enjoy, in a more peaceable 
n.Auncr, a piop(.rcy (b rapidly acquired. Their 
' - ■“ ’ fortune 
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fortune inflamed the minds cf men, m the olc),B o o K 
nnd in the rew world, nrd they haflcncd fiom all 
^quarters to this country of gold The confc 
quence of this mss, ilut the Spaniards multiplied 
in a Icfs time ’jt Peru, tlian in the othtf colonies 
Theytfoon amounted to the ntmbcr of five or fix 
thoufand , and then nil refiftance was at an cud. 

Thofe of the Jndians who were the mod attaclitd 
to their liberty , to their goternment, nnd to their 
religion, took refuge at a diflance amorg inic- 
ceflible mountains 1 Mod of them fubrniitcd to 
the conqueror » a ' 

A rE\oLuTiov To remarkable hatli been a Tub* 
jedtof aftoniflimcnt toall nations Peruisacoun- 
iry >ery'diffiai!t of accels, where one mull con- 
tinually climb mouniainvand perpetually marcli 
in narrow palTfis and dehles Troops arc there 
obliged to be inccflantl) palHnc and repaflng lol'- 
rents or rivers, the banks of which ore iiwa>3 
deep ! Four or five tlioufand men, with a mode* 
rate fhare of courage and Ikill, might defiroy the 
bed difciplined armies How then could it pof- 
fibly;liappcn, that a great nanon did not even 
\eaiurc to diiputca territory, the nature of whicli 
was fo well knoiyn to them, agamll a few plun- 
derers, whom the ocean had jull brought to thefe 
fliores ? 

This event took place forthc ftme reafon that 
an antrepid robber, with the piftol in his Iiaiid, 
fpoils with impunity a body of men, who are 
either qtuedy refting by their fire fides, or who, 
fhut up in a public carnage, are going along the 
road without miftrufl i Though the robber be 
alone, aqd though he may have only one or two 
piftols to fire, yet he ftrikes the whole company 
With awe, becaufe no one chufes tolacnfiCe himfelf 
for the reft Defence implies a mutual agree- 
ment, which IS the mor^ flowly formed, as the 
u C z danger 
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BOO K danger is leaft expefted/as the fcairity is more 
complete, and m it has laded a longer t time. 
This WAS cxaAly the cafe with the* rcruvians; 
They lived without uncafinefs, and without mo- 
leftation ' for fcvcral centuries, L/:t us add to 
thefc confiderationSj that fear is the offspring of 
ignorance and adomlhmcnt ; that a difordcrly mul- 
titude cannot ftand againd a fmall number of dif- 
cipVmed forces, and that courage unarmed, cannot 
rcfid cannon-diot. Accordingly, Peru mod ne- 
celTarily have bcen^fubdued,’’ if. even the doniedic 
diDentions which then fubverted it had not paved 
the way for it’s fulyeflion. ' 

Ongi«,Tt- This empire, which, according to the Spaniffi 
ilSST htdorians, had flourilhcd for 'Tour centuries pad, 
xaannert/ had been founded by Manco' Capac, and byihis 
wife Mama Ocello, who were called Incas, or Lords 
5iei?r*raiof I’eni. It has been conjedlured, that thefc two 
ofthespa-perfons might be the defeendants of certain navi- 
gators of ^rope, or the CanarieSj who. had been 
ihipwrccked on the coafb of Brazil. > ■ . ^ ^ 

•To fupport this conjedure, it has been laid,' 
that the Peruvians divided the year, as we do, in- 
to three hundred and fixiy-fivc days, 'and that they 
had feme notion of adronornyv that they 'were 
acquainted with the points of the horizon, w'herc 
the fun fets in the dimmer and winter foldice, and 
in the equinoxes ; marks, which the Spaniards de- 
droyed, as. being monuments of Indian fupcrftiii- 
on. It has been allerted,’ that the race'of the Incas 
w^s whiter than that of. the natives of the coun- 
try, -and that fcvcral of the 'royal family had 
bwrdsj and it is a known faft, that there are fcer- 
lain features, cither ill-formed,’ or r^iilar, that are 
preferved in fome families, ‘though they. do not 
ronffanily, pafs &om one;; generation to another. 
And iaftly, >t has been laid, tha'tit'wasa tradition 
gtiiwally diffufed throughout Peru, and tranfmit-^ 
^ ted 
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ted from - age to age, tharthere would one day" ar- BOOK 
livebyfea, men with bMrds,*and of'fuch fuperi- . . 

orlty'in arms, tl/at nothing ^uld refill them. ’ “ 

' llp.there fiiould ’be any of our readers dilpoled 
to adopt lb improbable-an opinidn, they mull'ne- 
tefiarily allow,, that there mull have clapfed a 
confiderable fpace of- time between the ftiipwrcck 
and the foundation of the Peruvian empire. " Jf this 
be not admitted, we ’cannot explain why the 'le- 
gifiator'fhould ,not have given the favage^ whom 
he collected togeihcri ‘ fonie 'notions of "writing, 
though' he Ihould not himfelf • liaye been able to 
read I Or why he ftiould not have taught them, le- 
yeral of- our arts and methods of doing thing^ and 
inllruiSle'd , them in certain tenets, of -his 'religion ? 

Either it was not^an'Eurppean \vho founded «ihe’ 
throne of the Incas, ‘or 'we ’muftpeceOarily be- 
lieve,' that the vefiel of his aticeftors was .wrecked 
on the coaft'of America, 'at'an sra' fo -remotej 
that the ' fucceeding. generations mull have for- 
gotten all 'the cullomsof the place from whence* 
mcy‘fprang.. '• ‘ 

,'T>ib ‘I cgifla'iors announced themfelves lo.'bi 
children. Tent by their father’ to make men good, 
and , happy.'' ^ They certainly' thought, ' that this-* 
prgudice would inflame the ininds of the' people 
whom they meant to civilize,' would elevate their 
courage," and irilpire'yhcrn with greater love for 
their country^'and with more~compltte fubmillidn 
to the laws^ » . 

• It was ^to’ ajfetof naked'^and wandering men,' 
without*'3gnculture’,* without • induftry,'- without* 
of thbfe moral 'ideas .^that ‘arc the firll ties 'of 
lbciety,'that their difcduVl«' were addrclled.^ Some 
of thefe barbarian^' who were imitated by otherr^. 
alTcrobled round the l^ifiators in the m'ountatnous 
cou'ntry of Cufeo. ~ ^ 

> , . a * ’ Manco" 



tt WSTORY OF, SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOOK Manco ‘ taught his hc^v fubjcdls to rcrtil{ 2 C the 

, garth, to fow corn, and pulfc, to wear clothes, 
’and to provide dwclUng-placcs for thcmfclvcs, 
Occllo (hewed the Indian v omen how to fpin; to 
weave cotton and wool; end inUrudlcd thcni in 
ah the occupations fuiiablc to their fex, and in all 
the arts of domeftte ccconbmy. * ' 

' • The (lar of fire, which difpeJs the darkhefs 
that covers the earth, which draws the curtain of 
the night, and fttddcnly d)fphys to the eyes of 
atlonKhcd man, the mod cxtcnfive, the mod au- 
cud, and tlie mod pleafjng of allfccncsj which is 
laiutcd at it’s fifing by the chearfulncfs of an!* 
tnals, by the melody of birds, and by the hymn of 
the being that is endowed with the faculty of 
ihinking; winch advance.^ majeftically above all 
their heads ; which, in it's progrefs through the 
regions of the fkyvtravctds an immenhiy of fpacc *, 
which, -when it fets, pUinces the univerfe again 
into filence and fneUnchoTy ; which diflingujihes 
the /eafons and the climaics ; Vvhich collects and 
diflipates die dorms; which lights up the thun- 
der, and cxiingiiifheF it ; which pours upon the 
fields jdie rains ihat fertilize them, and upon tho 
foTcds, ihofe thatnowridt them; which animates 
every thing-- by u's warmth, embtllifhcs every 
thing by it’s prcfeucc,,3nd the privation of y/hlch 
produces in all parts a ftate*of languor and anni- 
hilation ; the fun, in a word, was the God of the 
Perusians; and indeed what being is there jn na-t 
ture more wotlhyof thc'bomage of the ignorant 
man, who is dazzled with it’s fplendour, or' of 
tjie grateful^ man, on whom it’s benefits, are la-,. 
yjJhed } TJ?e worfhtp of-, rtre accordingly 

inftituted. Temples were built losilus deny; and 
liuman facrifices were obohfhed. The defend- 
ants of the legiflatora were'lhe only prieflis of the 
'nation, 


The 
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V Thr laws pronou'nced the'pairt'of death againftB o 6 ic 
murdfer, theft, and adultery. Few other crimes. 
were treated- with ’the fame feverity. Polygamy 
was •prohibited.'" .Notonc'‘\vas; allowed to ‘havi 
concubines except the cmperor,'and that becaule 
the race of the fun could not be too mtich multi- 
plied. Thefe concubines -were fcle£led- from 
among the virgins confecrated to the. temple of' 

Cufco, who were all of his own race.- ' • - 

» - A MOST wife inftimtion enjoined that a young 
man, who fhould commit a fault, -.thould ,be 
fltghily punifiied ; but- that his. father fhould be 
refponfible for him. • Thus k was that found mo- 
rals were always inculcitcd by ‘a good cduca* 
tion. - ' - 

> Th£re was no indulgence for- idlenefs, which 
was confidered, witli reafon, as the fource-of jill 
crimes. Thofe, who from age and infirmities 
were rendered unfit for labour, were ‘maintained 
at the public charge j but on condition that 'Shey 
fhould preferve the cultivated ^ lands «frpm the 
birds, - All the citizens were obliged ■ tO‘ make 
ihcir own clothes, to raifc.their-’own dwellings, 
and to fabricate' their own inftVurnents of ’agri- 
culture. Every feparate family knew how to fup- 
ply'k's own wants, • '.i • * rt.r \ 

The Peruvians were enjoined to love one an- 
other, and every circumftance induced -them loir. 

Thofe common labours, 'which ^vere always en- 
livened by- agreeable longs ; tHc o'bjeft kfelf- 6f 
thefe labours, which wS&fo allift everyone who h.icl 
occafion for fuccourj that apparel ’that wa't made 
by yoiu^ yjojed jtc* £»f riic.Cat^ 

and diftnbuied by. the emperor’s officers to the' 
poor, to the aged,’ and to orphan's^ that Union 
which muft neceflarily rcigti in ihedfiurics, where 
every one was mutually tnfpired with refpedt.for 
the laws, and with the Ica’c of \iriue, bccaufe tl.e 
> ■ puniffi- 
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B o Q K Duiufhments that were inflicted f6r the faults of 
. one individual fell on the whole body, that cuftom 
of regarding each other as members of one finglc 
family, which waa the empire, all thefe arcum- 
ftances united, maintained among the Peruvians 
concord, benevolence, patiiotifm, and a ceriam 
public fpint f and contributed, as much as pof^ 
- fible, to fubftitutc the mod /ubltme and amiafalo 
virtues, in lieu of perfonal intereft, of the Ipirit 
of property, and of the ufual incentives employed 
by other legiflaiors 

Thfse; Virtues were rewarded with marks of 
Stftm^lion, as much as if they had been fervices 
rendered to the country, Tbofe who had ilgna- 
lized ihcm'elvcs by an exemplary conduit, or by 
any di uigoilhed aitions of advantage to the 
public good, wore, as a mark of ornament, 
plcihcs wrought by the family of the Incas i It is 
very probable that thofe ftatues, which the Spa- 
niards pretended that they found in the temples of 
the fun, and which they took for idols, were the 
ftatucs of men, who, by the greatnefs of their 
talents, or by a life replete wiih illuftrious ai^ion®, 
had merited the homage or love of their fellow- 
Citi?cns -v T t 

These great men were alfo ufually the fubjeils 
of poems corppofed by the family of the Incas for 
the loftrudlion of the people, i 

Thepe wasanoiber fpcqies of poetry conducive 
to morality At Cufeo, and in ail the other towns 
of Peru, tragedies and comedies were perfbrmed 
Thcfirft were lefTonsof duty to the pricfts, war- 
rior*^, judges, and perfonsof diftiiidtion, andre- 
prefented to them models of publicSirtue. 
medics ferved for lofttu^lion to perfons of inferior 
rank, and tauglji them the excrcifeof private vir- 
tues, and cv en of doni-llic ccconom} 

* ) «■ The 
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TiiE whole ftctc'vas diflribnredinto decuries,B o o k 
with an ofEcer that was appointed to Aiperintend y 
ten femihes'ihat Were intruftcd' to him> A fu- 
pcrior officer hadvtht fame infpeition over fifty 
families; others over a hundred, fire hundred, and 
a thoufand. i ^ ^ 

The decurions, and the other faperiniending 
officers, up to the fnperintendantj of a thoufand, 
were obliged to ^ve an account to the latter of all 
actions whether good or bad, to follcit 'punilbi 
menls and reward for each, and to give informa- 
tion if there were any want of provifions, dothes, 
or com, for the year. The fupenoiendant of a 
thoufaAd made bs report to the ’minifter-.of the 
Inca. n * - . 

He had fcldom any caufe of complaint agatnfl: 
ihe part of the nation intiuftcd to his cart. In a 
country, ulwe all the laws were thonght to be 
prcfcribed by the fun, and. where the leaft infringe- 
merit of them was confidered as a lacniegt, thefc 
tTanfgreffions muft have been vci^’ uncommon, 

AVlicn fuch a misfortune happened, the guilty per- 
fonswentof their orm jiccord to reveal their molt 
fecrec faults, and to foheit permiflion to expiate 
them. Thcfe people told the Spaniards, that there 
never had been one man of the family of the In- 
cas who had deferred punifhmcflt. 

The lands of. the kingdom, that were Tuf* 
ccpuble of cultivation, were divided into three 
parts, one appropriated to the fun, anodier to the 
Inca, acd a third to the Tlie firft were 

cultivated in commorr, iswcrc hkeuife the lands 
of otphaevs, of 'cidows, of Did niesv, of the in- 
firm, and of. the fcldiers who were with the aimy. 

Theie werc-cultivated immediately after the lands 
appropriated to the fun, and before thofe of the 
emperor. The fea^a of ihislabo.ir was announced 
b) fcftivaU: it was begun and continued with the 
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BOOK found of mufical inftiuraents, and the chanting of 

Yii. hymns.,"' . o ' ' ' ' 

The emperor levied no tribute^ and exacted 
nothing from his fubjeCts, but fthat” they ihould 
cultivate his lands; the whole's produce 'of’whieh, 
being depofitcd in'public magazines, was fufficient 
to defray all the expences of the empire. > ' - 

The lands dedicated to the fun ptovided for 
the maintenance- of the pricfts; thefupport of'the 
temples, "and of every thing* that concerned pub-i 
he worfhip. ' ^They were partly cultivated by 
princes of the .royal family,' cUd in their richeft 
habits. ' - * , , < ' . [1 . . ■ J 

- With regard to the lands that 'were in ithe pof- 
feflion of individuals, they were neither hereditary,' 
nor even eftates for life: the divihon of ihbmiw^ 
continually varying,* and was regulated with llri^ 
equity according to the number of perfons which 
compofed every family. - There was no other 
^YeaUh but what arofe from the produce of the 
fields, die temporary enjoyment of which was all 
that was granted by the ftate. 1 1 . i » ^ v 

This cuftoni of*moveable poflellions has been 
univerfally cenfured by mcniof underftanding. Jt 
lias been their general opinion, that a nation would 
never nfc to any degtcc of power or grcaltiefs, 
but by fixed, and even hereditary property.' If 
it were not for the, fitltofithcfe, wc fhould fee on 
the globe only wandering* and naked favages, .mi- 
ferably fubfming on fuch‘ fruits and .vegetables 
as arc the fok and.fcantyi produClioniof rude 
nature. If u were not for the fecond; every in- 
dividual would live only for himfelf^ mankind’ 
would be deprived oftevery pirmanent’advantage, 
which paternal -affcClion, the love of a fiiitiily 
name, and the incxprcfiible delight we feci in aCl- 
for the good of poftcriry urge us. to purfuc; 
The fyftcm.of fomc bold f^culators, who' have 
regarded 
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T^r^ed ! property, and particularly that fpeciesBOOK 
or it which is hereditary, as an ufurpation "oF . — 
fome members of foctety over others, is refuted ' 
by the.fate ofiall ihofe inllhutions in which their 
principles have been reduced to practice. Thefe 
ftates have all fallen to ruin,^ after having Jan- 
guifhed for fome time in a ftatc of depopulation 
and anarchy. 

’ If" Pern hath not fhared the fame fate, it is 
probably becaufe the Incas, not knowing the ufe 
of impolls, and having only <»mmodiiics, in kind 
to fupply the necefiities of. government, rauft 
liave been obliged to ftudy^how to multiply them. 

They were afiifted in the execution of ihisprqcdt 
by their mioifters, by infoior ofneers, and by 
the foldiers themfclves, who received nothing but 
the fruits of the earth for their fubfiftence and the 
fupport of their rank. Hence arofe a continual 
foliciiude to increafe thefe produftions. This 
attention might have for ii*s 'principal objeft the 
introduction of plenty. into the lauds of the fo^ 
vereign j but his patrimony wasfo mixed and con- 
founded with that of his futyeds, that it was not 
pofTible to fertilize the one without fertilizing the 
other. The people, encouraged by the/e advan- 
tages, which left little fcope to their indnftry,* 
applied thernfelves to labours,* which the nature 
of their foil, of their climate, and of their coq- 
. fumpiioas, rendered > very ca(y. But notwith- 
flanding all thefe advantages; notwithflanding 
the ever aClive vigilance of the magiflrate ; not- 
wiihftanding' the certainty that their han.*ells 
would never be ravaged by a turbulent nclgli- 
bour; the Peruvians never enjoyed any thing 
more than ihe mere ncccfiaries of hfe.. We may 
venture to eflerr, that they would have acquired 
the'means of diverfifying and extending their en- 
joyments, if their talents had been excited by the 
I , 1 intro- 
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B O O' K introduaion'of rMt'ed, ■'transferable; 'and heredita- 
« - , ^ ry propgrry ' •• . .. 

Peruvians, though' at ,tlic veiy^fourcc of 
gold and fdvcr.'fcnew nor the life of coin. • They 
had not, properly Tpeaking; ’ahjf kihd'o'f.'com: 

ihinutc arts, ’which' owe 

their yxincnce'to'thc'Mmme'diatc"wan’ts of focial 
inriiiemdry, al their - 

indudry in' exainplt ,._Thiy 'leirnt their rcligio'ii 
and .their duties and 

pr^effions by labour and imitatidn ■ . . i 

a ‘ hnduub'tediy • veiV' im- 

alwS ■ 

puhlfhATenra irid’rf.’ of 

pfrn.itive'dia?fa?f of-yeftoring them totheir^ 

Kr, and -inodS".;? num- 

.ir..i;®'a-a>Saa5= 

Opinions, 
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opinions, which made the obftrvation'or their JawsB O o K 
a matter of confcience. Thus was the defpotifm . 
of tlje Incas founded oti a mutual confidence^ be- 
tween thefovereign and the people; a confidence; 
which refult^ from the beneficence of the princq 
from. the coiiftant proteftion he granted to all his 
fubjcdls, and from the evident interefi they had to 
continue in obedience to him. 

A SPIRIT of pyrrhonifra, which hath fucceeded 
to a' bimd credulityy andt liatli^ been fometimes 
carried to unjuftifiaWe lengths, fiaih for fome time 
endeavoured to raife objeiligns to what has beeu 
juft related 'of ihe’laws, manners, and Iiappincfs, 
of ancient Peru, I This acdount hath app*eared to 
fome philofophcrs -as chimerical, and formed only 
by the naturally romantic irpaginatlon*of a Tew, 
Spaniards.! Butramoughhe deftrbyers*of 'this 
diftingunhcd part of the New World, was there a 
fingle ruffian fufficieiitlj^ enlightened' to invent a 
fable fo confiftent in all it’s pans f Was there any 
one among them humane ^ough to wifli to do it, 
had he fcven been equal to the talk? -Would be 
not rather have been retrained by the fear of ini 
creafing that hatred,” which Ib many cruelties had 
brought on his country throughout the whole 
world? Would not the fable have been contra- 
dicted by a multitude of witneffes, who would 
have feen 'the contrary of what was pubhfiied 
With fo much pomp ? The unanimous teftlnion.y 
of cotempomry wnters, and .of their immediaie 
fucceflbrs,' ought to be regarded as fhe ftrongefb 
hifioiical dcmonftraiion that can poffibly be 
defired. 

Let us therefore to longer confidcr, as the 
offipnug of a wild imagination, this aCedunt of a 
fucceflion of wife fovercigns, and of a ferics of 
generations among mankind dxiftirg without re- 
proach. 
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ROOK^Viem in vcart^mg or dragging the mod bulky 
matenalsT and who were ignorant of the ufe or 
leavcK and palhes, could not pofhbly execute any 
greater defignr ■» - > » , ^ 

• W-E muft confider as fabulous the hiftory or 
thole aqueduftfi and refervoirs that are faid to 
have been comparable to the molt migriificcnt 
monuments of the lame kind tranfmitted to us 
from the ancients NecelTity had taught the Pe- 
ruvians to dig trenches round the mountains, and 
upon the ilopes of hills, and canals and ditches 
in the valleys, an order to make their landsifnut- 
ful which were not feriiliEed by the rains, and to 
bung water for their own ufe, i when they had 
never thought of conftru^^vng wells for this pur- 
pofe but thefc works of earth or dry (lone had 
nothing remarkable in them*^ nothing th4i could 
imply me flighteltknowledge of hydraulics r 
We mud alfo confider as fabulous the difplay 
of thofe fuperb roads which rendered commurti- 
cation fo cafy The great roads of ^Peru were 
nothing more than two rows of ftakes difpofed in 
a line, and intended for no other purpofc but to 
point out the way to travellers. There was no 
road of any CQnfequcncc, except that which bore 
the name of the locas, and which traverfed the 
whole empire This, which was the mod beau- 
tiful monument of Peru, was entirely dedroyed 
during the cn il wars of the conquerors 
\V E muft aifo confider as fabulous what has been 
find of thofe bridges which arc fo much boafted 
of How could the Peruvians, who were ignorant 
of the method of conftrudling* arches, and knew* 
not the ufe of Jimc, raifc done bridges ? It is 
certain, however, that the traveller was continu- 
ally ftopped lo his paffage by a great number of 
totretus he met with among thefe. regions To 
avctcqme tluc great obftaclc, it was contrived to 

put 
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put tcgfcther fe\cn or eight cables, or even aBOOK 
greater number made of often, to faften them, _f 
with other fmaller cords, uo cover them wnh the 
branches of trees, and with earth , and to fix 
them flrohgly to the oppofite banks Rivers that 
v/ere larger and lefs rapid, were crofted in fmall 
failing boats which tacked'about with celcnt), ■’ 

■r We muft aUo confider as fibulous, the wondeis 
related of the ywpw, which were, among tf|e 
Peruvians, a fubftituic to the art of writing th^c 
was unknown to them Thefe were, as it Imh 
bfecn faid, r^ifters made of cords, in which dif* 
ferent kinds of knots andvatious colours, point- 
ed out the fa€k', the remembrance of which it 
was^either important or ogrccible to preferve^ 
thefe records were kept bydepofitanes of confi- 
dence appointed by public authonty. ’’ Jt might 
perhaps bt rafti m us to affirm, that thefe kinds 
of hierogl)phics, of which wc have never had 
any bur obfeure defcriptions, could not poflibly 
throw an) light upon pall events. But, when we 
obferve the many errors that mrmuaic themfcKes 
into our liillones, notwithftauding the great fa- 
dill) of avoiding them, wc ftiall fcarcc be n- 
clincd lo think, 'that annals of fo fingular n nature 
as thofe wc have been mentioning, could ever 
merit much confidcrce 

The Spaniards do rot deferve more credit, 
when they tell us of thofe baths that ■were made 
of filvcr and gold, as well as the pipes that fup 
phed them, of thofe gardens full of trees, the 
flowers of which were of lilver and the fruit of 
gold, and where the eye, being deceived, mif- 
took art for raturc, of tliofc ficlda of maize, the 
ftems of which were of filvcr, and the ears of 
gold, of thofe baflb-rcheves, in which the herbs 
and plants vterc fo admirabl) exhibited, ihit who- 
ever fiw was tempicd to gjihcr ih*m , of iho'e 
VcE HI D ditiT..s 
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^ VI?. lather deplore the. fate, of'tlicfc 

v-^P|°pI*^» and iioi^ envy them the fad remembrance 
of ihiS'honour. ' It is enough 'to have deprived 
lliem of the advantages which iliey enjoyed, 'wirh- 
out adding the baienefs of. calumny to the mean-' 
•nefs of avarice, the outrages, of ambition/and 
rage of fannticifm. It is to be wifhed tliat 
this beautiful tcra may be renewed, fooner or lat- 
er, in feme quarter of the globe.- , - ' ' 

' ^yE fhall not juftify with the fame confidence 
' "hich the conquerors of Peru 

pubhfhed concerning ithe grandeur and' magnifi- 
ccncc of the ra^uments of all kinds that they bad 
foand there. The defire of adding greeter luftre 
,1® innmphs might polfibly mif- 

themV' i'"""' being conviheed 
'h'irowtt 

Se? The fitll tefti. 

been "'"e, contradiflory, havs 

been invalidated bvfucceedincr 


nnlerftand-/ of enlightened 

.he new htmlhtl^ 

“ fabulous' the 

wSh fo r;^'8'°“a"'ultitndc of, towns built 
ft maa^vTn!,n "Pa^ae. If there were 

except Cu^n Peru, why, do none exift 

qncror built? WI. befide thnfcithe con- 

find any "heee.“” ■' faaree 

and r/pISm ’’I'" of Capillas 

fuel. enaSernferd;?- ■ ’'“'"“'l'' 

lifhed ? fif, “ofo.‘Pl‘oiis have been pub- 

petM oTer .fe have bee/dif- , 

pofiibleit rtJould ha"'^h* it Waisim- 

whercther; were otherwife in a region 

merrhantP ither tenants, nor artifts,' nor 

great proprietors,? andiAvherc 
tillage 
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tillage WJIS the foie or the principal occupation ofB 0 0 K 
nil men. ; ’ • •• j ■ . • 

“ We imuft confidcr as fabulous. the account of 
thofc majeftic palaces, tlcflincd for ilie accommo- 
* dation ot thfc Incas, in the place of their rcfidince 
and on their tiavtK As far as It is pofllblc to 
judge through thofe lieaps of ruins *whjch have 
been ilirred up fuch an infeniic number of times by 
the hand of oVarice,i tit ctpcft.ition of finding 
treaCutes -among them, < the royal manftons had 
neither majefty nor ornarnent. They dificred 
only. in extent and thicknefs from<thc ordinary 
buildings, \thtcii were conftnidlcd with reeds, 
with v-ood, tvitli compared earth, and with rough 
ftoncs without any cement, according to the nature 
of the climate, or the vicinity of the m.ateri.ilr. 

{ 'We muft confidcnas fabulous the relation of 
.thofe fortified places whicli 'defended the fron- 
tiers of tlie empire, . There were undoubtedly 
feme of ihefc. ‘The Lower Peru fiillprcfcnts’us 
iwith the ruins ofjtwo of them fituated upon 
mountains, the one conflruGcd with earth, the- 
other with the trunks of trees. It. is fuppofed 
thaiTihey were fumilhed with ditches, and with 
three walls, onc'commanding the other. ^ This 
was fufficient to 'contain the conquered people, 
and to check^ the tncuifions of neighbours that 
were not very formidable. But ihcfe means of 
defence could be of no avail agalnft'thc valour 
.and the arms of the Europeans. Neither w ere the 
fortrefies of the Upper Peru, thougli built of 
ftone, better calculated for this purpofe. M. de 
?a Condamme, who vjfitcd, with that Icrupulous 
attention that difimguilhed him, the loit -of 
Cannar, which is the beft preftrved, and ‘the molt 
confidtrablc after that of Cufco, found it lo be of 
very fmall extent, and only 'ten feet hiah.-.A’ 
people who had nothing but their arms fo alTift 

them ' 
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® tirelTes- covered'over witlf grains ‘'of 'gold more 
« Hiafi the feed of pearl, 'fin'd the workman- 

, • fiilp of which the ablcft artifts of Europe could 

pot have '^quailed. 'We 'fhAli.not'fay, that:iHefc 
• works Were not wdrthy to be preferved, bfecaufe 
theyneverhavebeeni ,If;the Grcck'llatuancsin 
their* compofitions'- had 'Only 3 employed precious 
TTieials,‘ii is probable that few of' the capital pro* 
^uftio'nsof Greece would have reached us.-' But, 
■jf. 'VC may judge 'of what hath 'perilhed by-what 
Ibll remainsj'we inay'be ceriainUhaflHe'Pc'ru- 
■vians Had made'nb 'pmgrefs in drawing.' ^Thi 
*var«, which have clcaped the ■ravages‘.;of3timc, 
may ferye os a figiial proof of thepiticrikeibP Ihe 
•Indians; .but they wUhncvcr be'/cOnfidercd asmo*- 
puments of their gwUis. ' ■ Sortie figures ‘of -ani- 
mals,' and or ihfc£ls,' in' fnafllvd gold, whTcli'Wcfe 

Tong prefeiwed In'the treafury of Quito,'* were* nbt 
more perfeit. -We' cannot any, ’longer judge "of 
were melicd-down in>ii^ 4 .o,* iu 
order to »furnifh'fuccours"for .Gartliiffena • that 
Was _ihen -befieged by ’ ihe/’EngHni'* '"and* there -was 
notfoundm all Peru-a Spaniard Curious'ehoughto 
^purchafe a Tingle piece’ at thelbare weight.*'' 

From what hath beeH-Taldi'-jr appears clearly, 
ttat The Feruviarfs 'hadinidde frafee 5ny advances 
iiyhe abftraa fcieaces. Mod hf them depend 'bn 
;the propeir of-lhe.iirb,:af,d thefe again Pn aedi- 
dents Which naturepVodiices'only ^in a.'cniirfe'bf 
fevcrol centuries; and of whicK ihe'greatetb'.part 
P"TK'''h°‘-!«ve' nSuniereburfe 

'■to?!, 'T t - J do' ' the: fitiiple 

tl'nffhePeruvtlns Idtrarrived 

Sof JhM— "‘'nlsthey made •ornamebts, 
dhenil To .n'T? ■'•Siyihin, for. thei arms,! fo? 
.thc neck.ibr thcUofe, and for’the ears'; and hollow 

' -ftaiues. 
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. Aatuer, all of-one p1ccc,'\vhich, whether they were book 
carved or caft in a mould, had .no greater degree 
pF tliickncfs, Vnfes were fcldom made of thefe^'’ ■ 
rich nmciiaU. • Their otdWry vafea were of very 
^ine day, cafjly wrought, and of the /izc and figure 
adapted to the purpofes for which they were def- 
lined. Weights were i^ot unknown, among them, 
ondfcalcsftre difcovtred frotn^umc to time, the 
bafons of \vhich arc of-filvcr, atid which are in the ' 
ftinpe.of an ‘inverted cone. kinds;of Hone 

.were ufed as looking-glalfes; the one was fofr, the 
other, hard t one was emirdy opaque, .the other 
had a fmail degree of tranfpaTcncy ; ope « as black, 
theqihcrof a lead.cqlouf' it had been contrived 
to give tlierh a fufHcIent polifli to rcflcdl objeds,' 

Wool, cotton, and tlie barks of trees; were woven . 
oy thefe people into a doth more or lefs compaft, 
and more or lefs coarfe, which was ufed .for wcar- 
•ing-apparel, and of which houfchold furniture was 
. even, njttde, . Thefe ftufTs, and cloths, were dyed 
black, blue; and red, by mctiiis of the arnoito, 
by^djfFyrcnt plants, and by a.kindjofiwild.bean 
that grows-in.thc mountains. .Their emeralds 
were cut in all fores of forms. Thefe tint have 
been often taken ov\t of the tombs, mod of ..which 
are. in elevated fiiuations, where ciiizens-pf^dif- 
tindjon were burieci wjtli .whatever the}' poflcfied 
that was rare, prove that thefe precious ftones were 
more perfect here than they have been found to be 
anywhere clfe. ; Sometimes, byforiunate chance, 
piece? of wotkmanfiiip are difeovered inured 'pnd 
yellow copper, and others which partake of both 
colours }i from whence it ^hath ‘been .concluded, 
that dre, Peruvians were acquaiuted^wph theeiic of 
mixing metals. One. more important matter is, 
that ihis.copper never' and never. collet 
any verdigreafe;- winch feems to prove, that the 
lndians..nnxcd fomething in^me preparing of it, 
t.j ‘ 1> z which 
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BOO K which had'ihe property of prcfervtng it from lliefe 
mconvemenccs It is to be regretted that 
'' 'the iifefu! art of tempering it iti manner has 
been loft, cither from want of encouraging the na- 
tives of the country, or from the contempt which 
the conquerors had for every thing that had no 
concern with their paflion for riches. 

But with what indruments were thefe worka 
executed, among a people who were unfc- 
quainicd wiili iron, which is looked upon with 
leafon aa th6 foundation of all the arts ? No- 
thing has been preferved in the private Iioufes, 
nor hath any thing been difcovcred among ^the 
public monuments, or in the' tombs, which can 
Give information ftifRcicnt to folvethis problem* 
Perhaps the hammers and mallets that were ufed, 
were made of fome fubftance that time may liave 
either deftroyed or disfigured If we will ’not 
admit of this conjecture, we muft conclude, tliat 
all tlic workmanfiiip was executed with thole 
hatchets of copper, which alfo ferv ed the people 
for arms m battle In this cafe, labour, time, 
and patience, muft have lupphed among the Pe- 
ruvians the deficiency of tools ^ ' 

> If was alfo, perhaps, with hatchets of copper or 
flint, and by fneeflant frnftion, that tiiey contriv- 
ed to cut ftonCs, to fquare ibem,^ to make them 
anfwcr to each otlicr, to give them the fame height^ 
and to Join them without cemenn Unfortunately 
thefe uiftrumenis’had not the fame effeft on wood, 
as they had upon (tone Thus it happened that 
the fame men who (haped the granite, and who 
dulled the emerald, never knew how id join tim- 
ber by moru'es, tenons, aild pnsj it was faften* 
cd to the wallsionly b) fuHies The moft re- 
markable buildings had only a covering of thatch^ 
fupported by poles, like the teuts of our armies 
They had 'but one floor, ind no light except by 
^ the 
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tlic entrance, and they confifted only of detached B 0 0 k 
apartments, that had no communication witli cach^ 
other. , ‘ j ' • 

But whatever were the arts which the Spai The fub- 
niards found in the country of'Veru, ihele Barba' 
tians were no fooner mafters of this vaft empire’ cpochaof 
than they difputed the fpoilsof it with all the rage 
which their firft exploits announced.* The feeds comsiis 
of thefe divifions .had been fown by Pizarro him- 
fclf, who, when he went into Europe to prepare 
fora fccond expedition into the South Seas, had^. 
prevailed upon the miniftry to give him a great 
luperionty over'Alraagro: The facrifice of wha^ 
he had. obtained from a temporary favour, had 
^coniribute'd to reconcile him with his colleague, 
who had been juftly incenfed at this perfidy; but 
thedhifionof Aiabalipa’s tanfom irritated again 
thefe two haughty and rapacious robbers. A dif- 
pute, Nyhicharofe concerning the limits of their re- 
fpedlive governments, completed their animofity, 
and this extreme hatred was attended with the 
moft deplorable confcqucnces. 

Civil wars ufually originate in tpaany and 
anarchy. In a ftatc of anarchy the people divide 
thcmfclves into fmall parties. Each petty faflion 
hath it’s demagogue; each hath it’s pretenfions, 
be they wife or extravagant, unanimous or cohtra- 
diftorj', without their being known. Anumber of 
confufed clamours arife. The firft ftrokels followed 
by a thoufand others; and the people deftroy 
each other without Iiftening to reafoji. Private 
intcrefts and pcrfonal animofities prolong the du- 
ration 'of the public troubles; and men do' not 
come to explanations ’till after^they are tired wiili 
carnage. Under the Innueo^.of tyranny, there 
are fcarce ever more than three p.'irtics* that of the 
court, that of the oppofition,' and that of indif- 
f?rent perfons ; thefe -rare indeed luke-uaria ciij- 
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® VI? ■"r"«imc5 of great f rvive by their im^ 

, — partiality, and by the ridicule they caft upon tliC 
other two parties In a (late of anarchy, when 
tranquillity is reftored, the life of every individual 
IS fafe , under that of tyranny, tranquillity is fol* 
loved by the death of fcveral individuals; or of 
one only 

Though the intctefts which divided the chiefs 
or the ^amards were not of fnch importance, yet 
tl e r cfic£ls were equally terrible After fome 
Kcgociations, oithoneft at leall on one pafr, and 
conrequently ufclefs, recoiirfe was had to the 
Iwotd, III order to determine which of the tno 
Mmpctitora Ihuuld govern the whole of Peru 
Or theCth of April, 15,8, in the plains of Sa- 

Alm' ' deciJcd againa 

Almagio, who was taken pnfoner and beheaded 

la* partifans vvl 0 had efcaped the 
ftlvSlth 'vilhngly have reconciled them 
'' conquering pany But whether 
rival foldiers of his 

ftniLnr "*’• bvercome a re- 

lentment that wai too deeply rooted jt is certain 

dwm^'Thev'' “ r™«'^'’>>lc’ nveifion fot 

continual mortifications expoftd to 

them ;oL?r"’'TI.'’™‘'S''',u great number of 
rf Se r neural I ''““re cf ihe fon 

ftruamn®of S opmerr“^ <*= 

hot countnes is thp T' ^ j ^ay, winch in 

Pizarro , 
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PiZArro , and the conqueror of fo mtny vaft king- book 
doms was quietly malTacred m the center of a, 
town that he !iad founded, and the inlnbitanis 
of which were compofed of his creatures, his fer- 
vants, his relations, his friends, or his foldiers 
Those who werejudged moft likely to revenge 
hisdcaih, were murdered after him the fury of the 
aflafiins fpread ufelf, and every one who ventured 
JO appear in the ftrecis and m the fquares was re,- 
gardedasanenemy, ard putio thefword Inftant- 
ly the houfes and temples were filled with flaughrer, 
and prefenicd nothing but mangled carcafes The 
fpirit of avarice,j\%hich induced them to confidcr 
the rich merely aspartifins of the old governmenr, 
was Hill more furious than that of hatred, and ren- 
dered It more ai^ivc, more fulpicious, aqd more 
implacable. The rcprefcnntion of a p)ice t-ikcn 
by affault by a barbarous nation, would communi- 
cate but an tmperfe<5k idea of that fpeftacic of hor- 
ror which thefe ruffians now exhibited, who wreft- 
cd from ihcir accomplices the booty of wlncli they 
had fruftraied them. 

This cruel maffiicrc was followed by enormities 
of another kind The foul of young Almagro 
ieems to have been formed for tyrann} Every 
one who had been in employment under the ad- 
verfaryof his famil) was inhumanly profenbed 
The ancient magiftrates were depofed» The troops 
were put under the command of new officers 
The royal ireafury, and the wealih of tliofe who 
perifli'd or were abfeat, were fcized upon by the 
ufurper His accoaiphces, attached to Ins for- 
tune by being partakers of Jus crimes, were forced 
to give their fuppori to undertakings which filled 
them v/ith horror Thofe among them whofuf 
fued their uncafinefs at thefe proceedings to 
tianfpirc, \ ere cither put to death in private, 

«> fcriflied on a fcaffuld Durng the coifufioi, 

m 
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^•vi?. ^ ^ ^ miexpeifted had plunged 

' — ie\cral provinces fubmitted to this mon- 
•lier, uho caiifed himlelf to be proclaimed gover- 
nor in the capital: and lie marohed into the heart 
or the empire, to complete the reduftion of every 
pl^e that oppofed, or hefitated to acknowledge 

A multitude of ruffians joined him ort his 
march. H,s army breat) cd nothing but .veil- 
“If gave way bc- 

W n ""''“'y '“I'n's of the general 
barf ‘he war 

wr f P^"h‘'PP'>y for Almagro,- he 

had Ion his conduaor; John dc Herrada. His 

wfJ!?'i''!!’“f“ "'u-'*' ‘h'! ftares that 

out Alvares, who had 

put himfelf at the head of the qppofite party He 

?me 'l“ieh7“"® 1“ “"7'’ rivall pS, that 

™'=h he ought to have etopbyed in fiaht- 

ore could hfv '‘'ent, which® no 

See of affair ‘he 

fen? from E.lr" t had been 

Sagro7r,^"d^ ¥"f ‘he mnrde.ers of old Al- 

S£f;=si#fH:? 

Sl“^»;css=r: 

gaged at Chapas on tlIeV6th7r%r° “I”'" 

enttty waU;:i'Lt'“' 

‘h= day uecnled .„ fa.oS ''oT’.he' ‘'i'le^'enl 

party*. 
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party. ' Thofc amonp i 1 ic rcbcU ivtio were moflB ^ O *« 
puilty* dreading to languifli under cjifgraccful . ^ ^ « 
tortures, provoked die conquerors to murder diem, 
crying our, like men in dcipaii, It tr.tr / tiio kiUfJ 
I^znrro. Their chief was taken prifoner, and 
diedorr the fcafRiW 

These fccncs of horror were juft concluded, 
when Bbfco Nunnet Vela arrived in 1544. at 
Pent, uidi the title nnd powers of \iccroy. The 
court had thought to inveft their rcprcfcntaliie 
With a folcmn dignity and wiih vcf>' extenfive 
anthoniy, in order that the decrees lie waj 
commifTtoncd to eftablilb, (hould meet with Ids 
oppofiiion, Thefe decrees were intended to IciTcn 
^the oppredinn urder which the Indians were funk, 
and more particularly to render thefe immenfe 
conquefts ufeful to the crown : let us examine 
whether they were judicioufly contrived for tliis 
purpofe. ( 

TitEV declared that fomc of the Peruriars 
fltould be free from that moment, and the reft at 
the death of their opprcflbrs; that for the future 
they Ihould not be compelled to bury ihcmfclvcs 
in the mines; and that no kind of labour fhoufd 
be cxadlcd from them without payment ; tliat 
their public labours and tributes (hould be regu- 
lated, that the Spaniards who travelled ihrougli 
the provinces on foot, fltould no longer have 
three of thefe wretched people to carry their bag- 
gage, nor five when they went on horfcback: 
that the Caciques fhoiild be freed from the obliga- 
tion of providing the traveller and Ins fuitc with 
food. . - } 

Bv the fame regulation*, all the departments or 
commanderies of ihe governors, of i!ic ojTiccrv 
ofjuftice, of the ngenis of the treafury, of the 
bifliops, of the monallcnes, of the liofprtal^ and ' 
of 'all perfons who bad been , conctnicd in the 
«- M . public 
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vn troubles, weile to be annexed to" the do- 

mains of the ftatc The few lands that mighr 
belong to other proprietors^ were to be fubjedbto' 
thcJame law, after the pjefcntpofieflbrs had end- 
tu their life be long or fliort, and 

heir heirs, their wives, or their children were to 

havcilo claim upon any part of them , - 

Bejore fo great a revolution had been attempted, 
wouW tt not have b-cn morb proper to have foften- 
cd the fer«ious manners of thefe people, to have 
gradually bent to the joke, men who had alwaja 
lived in a ftate of independence, to have brought 
Pnnciples of equity injullice itfelf, to 
have conneded to the general intereft thofe who 
nnW *’'t'i"to influenced by private interefta 
c't'Z'hs of adventurers, who 
fdfgottcn the country from whence 
the^liL f ’ properties where 

orL' dL V'’u univerfally 

X Ids '=>' =■ “"“aft to 

chv In h ' ■1“*^ occafioned by anar- 

di) lo have cohcihated attachment dnd revere, ce 

of thefr ^ government? Bu( without any 

of Sid eirr PL"'?'’ ““■'1 •>'' 1 

pW^orl'Sr''"® d'-i 'hoy 'hi- 

Sd E l At anj rale, it 

Siliuorv Patience, and of a 

negSaio D d ““|■“™",ale 

ndfama^s? SlmT? P?"'" “"y °f 

critv cmnnn , U r ' n °" y 6““ hlhl into 
Shing to her oifis'* ?"'* ''' 

lon^ 
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Tons, 'oV-to circii'mflfincesj To the iftpv.ifiirr.^iB O O K 
.\vith’\YhJcli the people werc at fifft'feizcd . Succeed* . -^-_j 
cd indigaation, murmi»rs'and fcditloti. ' 

Qva'wars afrumc'die'charaflcr that diftin- 
^n(he$ the caufcs'fTom 'whence they Tpring. 

AVhen an'abhorrcnce of tyranny and' the namral 
love of' hbeny Simulate , a' btave people icf'iakc 
vp'amif^ if they prove vt£lorious,~.the tnaqui!- 
lity that follows this tranfitory calamity « an .rra 
oF-the grcaieftihappmcfs. • The vigourj ^which 
hath .been excited ^in the Jbul of ever)* individual, 
'mamfcds iifelf in-his tnanitcrs. ■'The fmall numi. 
bet' of citizens who have been' wimcffcs and iri- 
■ftrumenls 'of fucli - troubles, poflefs more mot.il 
.■ftrength than the mod populous nations. 'Abilities 
and power arc united : and every man is'adoninied 
•'to find dial he occupies that “Very place which na- 

'ture had raaiked out for him. - 

BbT\vheri-di(rehtions--procecd from a corrupt 
TourcV;'when (Isvcs fight about jhe choicc of a 
•tytant? when' ihe'ambitious cdnVencl in order to 
opprefs, and robbers quarrel for'the fake of Iposl- 
'the p»ce which terminates ihefc liofrors is feafee- 
'•ly. preferable to 'the war which g.tvc 'them birtli: 
Criminals UGume the ‘place of the ‘judges who 
,had difgraced them,' and become, the oracles of 
thofe laws which they hadinfuUed. ‘ Men 'ruined 
by their 'extravagances -’and debaucheries,' itifulr, 

'With an 'o\'erbeanng pompi ihbfe'viriuOift citizen's 
whofe patrimony they ' have "invaded. In this 
■ftate of ■ utter ‘confufion," the- pdfnons''only -are 
’attended to; Avarice fecks to grow rich without 
any trouble, vengeiincc' to' grstiiy it’s refentmeurs 
without- fear, licentioufntfs to* throw .off- every 
Tcftraint, arid difeontent lo'occafion a total fub- 
. verfion of affairs.- The ’phrenzy-’ of ''carnage is 
fuccccded by that' of debauchery. • The' facred 
bed of innocence or of marriage is'polJuted with 
-1 .. . _ : bloody 
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OK blood, adultery, and brutal violence Ihc fury 
of the multitude rcjoices tn deftroying every thing 
It cannot enjoy , and thus in a few hours perilh the 
monuments of many centuries 

Ir fatigue, an enure laflitude, or foirje fortunate 
accidents, fufpend thefe calamities, the habit of 
wickednefs and murder, and the contempt of laws', 
winch neceflanly fubfifts after fo much qonfufion, 
is a leaven ever ready to ferment Generals who no 
longer have any command, licentious foldiers with’- 
out pay, and the people fond of novelty in hopes of 
changing their ftate for a betttr , this fituation of 
things, and thefe means of confufion, arealwajs 
in readinefs for the firft faftious perfon who knows 
how to avail hirafelf of them 

Such was the difpoduon of the Spaniards in 
Peru, when Nunnez attempted to carry mro cxe 
dution the orders he had received from the old 
hemifphere He was immediately degraded, put 
in irons, and baniftied to a deferi ifland, where he 
was to remain till he was com eyed to the mother- 
country > 

Gonzales PizAftRo-was then returned from a 
hazardous expedition, which had carried him as 
far as the river of the Amazons, and had em- 
ployed him long enough to prevent him from 
taking a part m thofe revoluuons which had Co 
rapidly fucceeded each other The anarchy he 
found prevailing at his return, itvfpited Inm with 
the idea of feizing the fupreme nuthoritj His 
fame and his forces made ic impoflible that ibis 
fliould be icfafed him , but his ufurpation was 
marked with fo many enormities, that Nunnez 
was TcgTCtted He was recalled from exile, and 
foon collcdlcd a fufliaent number of forces to en- 
able him to take the field Civil commoiiops were 
then Tcnevvcd vuh extreme fury by both parties. 
No quarter was afked or given pq cirhcfjfld? 
The indians were forced to rake part m this, as 

iliev 
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they had done in the preceding wars* feme nnged B 
themfelvcs under the flandard of the Mcc-oy, 
others under^ the banners of Gonzales They 
dragged up the aililltiy, leveUed the roads, and 
earned the baggage After a variety of adian- ’ 
lagesfor a long time alternately obtained, fortuncr 
at lengdi favoured tlie rebellion under the vi alls of 
Quito, in the month of January, in the year 1545. 
Nunnerand thegreateft part of his men heremaf- 
facred on that day '■21'’ 

PiZAnito look the road of Lima, where they 
svere delihcratiog 00 the ceremonies with which 
they fhould receive him Some officers wilhed 
that a canopy Ihould be carried for him to march 
under, after the manner bf kings Others, with 
adulation dill more extratagant, pretended that 
part of the walls of the town, and even Ibme 
iioufes, muft be pulled down ,1 as was the cudom 
ct Rome, when a general obtained the honours 
of a triumph Gonzales contented himfelf with 
making Ins entrance on lioricback, preceded b> lus 
hcutcrants, who mirclicd on foot 70111 bifhops 
occompamed him, and he was followed by the ma- 
giftratc* ihe ftreeis were ftrewn wah flowers, 
and the air refounded w ah the node of bells and 
various mufical inftrumeris This homage totally 
turned the head of a man naturally haughty, and 
of^confined ideas Hl Tpokc and aticd in the moft 
defpotu, manner 1 

Had Gonzales poilelTed judgment and the ap* 
P'arance of moderation, it would have been pot- 
iiblc for him to render hi nffilf independent The 
pri icipal ptrfons of his party vvilhcd it The ma* 
joniy would have viewed this event with ladiffe- 
rcncc, and the red would have b*cn obliged to 
confent to it Blind cruelties, inQtiab'e av^inccj 
and unbounded pride, altered ihcle dUfxjfiuons. 
Lven the peifoiis whofc inlcrtfts were more coi- 
I reeled 
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BOOK moft of them mlvcniurers without education and 
of mean birth. Avarice, winch had brongiu tliem 
into the NVw World, was joined to other pafllons 
whicli tender domeftic didemions fo Jafting and 
fovtoknt AUof them, without exception, con- 
fidered the chief whom they had cliofcn merely 
ns a partner in ibeir fortune, whofe influence was 
-oniyto extend to the guidance of their hoftilitJes. 
Kone of tliem accepted any p-w. As plunder 
and confifeation were to be the fruits of vtdory, 
ro quarter was ever given in adiion. After tno^ 
engagement was over, every rich man was expofed^ 
to informations; and there .were menrly as many 
citizens who penflitd by the Iiands of ilie exe- 
cutioner, as by thofe of the foldiers In battle. 
The gold that had been acquired byiucltcnor- 
miics, was foon exhaufled by the meanefl: kind 
gf intemperance, and the mofl extravagant luxury; 
ond the people returned again to nil the cxccfl*cs of 
military licence that knows no reflraint. * 
Fortuhatelv for this opulent part of the new 
beroifpheTe, the mod ftduious of the conquerors, 
and of thofe who followed their flops, had perifh- 
pd miferably in the feverai events that had fo fre- 
qucnily fubveriedit. Few of ihcm had furxhcd 
the troubles, except thofe who had conflanilv 
preferred peaceable occupations to the tumult, ani 
dangers of great revolutions. What flill rcm^ain- 
cd of that commotion that had been taifed in their 
tninds infenfibiy fank into a calm, like the agita- 
tion of waves' after a long and , Furious tempefb 
Then, and then only, the Catholic kings mitrht 
with truth ftdc thcmfclvcs the fovereions of The 
Spaniards fixed m Peru, .idm there one lica 
iftill reroaioicg. , . 

; This legitimate heir of fo many vaft do- 
minions, lived m the niidft of the mountains ma 
ftatc ot „indepcndence. Some ptinccfTes of his 

^family 
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family who^had fnbmitted to the conquerors,® 0 O K 
nbufed his inexperience a»id jouili, and pre- , _j 
vailed upon him to come to Lima. The ufuipcrs 
oF his rights carried their iofblence fo far os to 
fend him letters of grace, and afiigned to him 
only a very moderate domain for his fubfiftence. 

, He went to hide his fhame and his regret in the 
valley of Yticay, where at the expiration of three 
years, death, though flitt too tardy, put an end 
to his unfortunate career. ‘ An only daughter who 
furvived him,manied Loyola; and from this uni- 
on arc fprung the houfes of Oropefa and Alcanni- 
2as. Thus was the conqueft of Peru completed 
towards the year 1560. . 

Wntu the CaftxUans had fiiC: made their ap- 
pearance in this empire, tt had an extent of more 
than fifteen ihoufind miles of coaft upon the South 
Sea, and in it’s depth it was bounded only by the 
higheft of the Cordelcirias mountains. In lefs 
than half a century, thefc turbulent men pulhed 
on their couquefts eaftward from Panama to the 
river Plata, and weftw.trd from the Chagre to the 
Oroonoko, Although the new acqiiifitions were 
moft of them feparated from Peru by terrible 
deferts, or by people who obiHnaiely defended 
their liberty, yet they were all mcorponitcd with 
it, and fabmlitcd to tlie fame law, even down to 
thefc latter times. Let us take a review of thole 
which have preferved or acquired Ibme degree of 
importance; and we fliall begin with the Darien. 

Tuts narrow' flip of land, which joins South Notto-* 
nnd^ North America together, is fortified by a 
chain of rwovwAawvs., fwGvcvcndy fohd to tefiftproTmee 
the attacks of the two oppofiic teas. The country DineB. 
is fo barren, fo rainy, {9 unwholefome, end fo full 
of infefls, that the Sjnmards In all probability t-hi' eo«n- 
V’Ould never have thought of fixing there^ 
they not found at Porto-Btllo and at Panama, 

' . VoL. HI. E harbours 
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BOOK heStd with tliofc of the tyniif, tviflicd for^a dc- 
, li^crer ' ’ < . 

Such n dclnctcr ariivcd from ntirofc in the 
wieft at perfoii of Pedr6 dc li Gafua. - He was priclt 
advanced in years, but prudent, difintcrcflcd^ firm^ 
iheeffutontvnd tfp^hially endowed with a« acute difccrnm^r 
cfspanini "I jg brougittxo troops aldng withJiim , liuthe had 
been iiitruftcd tntli tinitmued powers. -Tite 
ufe he allowed himfclf to make -of them,*" was to 
publifti a general amnifty without diftindlion or 
pcribos or epmes, andtoircvoke the fe\ ere. Jaws 
thaidiad rendered the preceding admiDiftratioa 
odious Tilts I ftep alone fccurcd to hint the fleet 
and the mountainous provtnccs-i If Pizarro, to 
whom theammfiy had been particrlarl) ofFdred 
jvith ‘every tefttgaony of diflnftion, had •accepted 
of it, AS he was advifed to do by the raofl eulieht^ 
died of his pariifans, the troubles woUld have oeen 
at au end. The habit of eommandibg would not 
fuffer liim to defeead to a pni-’ie Hatton . and he 
liad Tccourfc to arms m hopes 'perpetuating his 
memory Without loflng a moment, head\ meed 
towards Cufeo, whcrch GaTca pasairembhugJns 
forces On the pth of April j ^48, tlie battle was 
begun .at the diftance of four leagues from this 
place, in the plainsof Saefahuana » One. of dit re-* 
btl general's lieutenants, feemg him abandoned at 
Ihe firft chtirge by his IjeR; foldicrs, advjfed hijp, 
but mvain, ro throw himfelf into the enemy’s bat 
talious, "and penflt hi «i a ^man , but Ihis Avdak 
headofapariy ebofe rathei; to furrend«‘, andend Ins 
life on a fcafeli Nine or ten of his officers \s ere 
hanged round him A more diCgraccful fentence 
was pronounced 'igainH Carvajal 1 s 

I This confidant of Pizarro, who m all the ac- 
counts is acculed of having mafFicred with his 
own hand four hundred men, of having facn- 
ficed, b) means of hts!agej\ts, more than a tbou- 
b fand 



50 BISTORT or SCTTLCMENTS AKD TRADE 

. E o o K harbours wcU calculated for efiablifhing an cafy 
^^ ['^.commytukation between the Atlantic and the 
enough ‘ Soiitliern Occau. Tbs reft of the iflhmus had io 
toextite ^ little attraction for them, that the fcttlemcnts or 
imont Saint Mary, ^rnd of Nombre de Dios, whicii 
the na- had at firft been formed there, wercibon anni« 
hilated. 

• This neglcd determined, in 1698, twelve hun- 
'dred Scotch to go there. The Company, uuiitld 
<^for this ‘cnterpnle,. intended to gain the confi- 
dence of the few faVagts whom the fword had 
Hot deftroyed; to arm them againft a people 
‘tvhofe ferocity they bad experienced^ to woric 
the mines which were thought more valuable than 
they are } to intercept the galleons by cruifes Ifliil- 
fully conducted v and .10 unite their forces with 
’ thofe of Jamaica, with fufflcient management to 
acquire the fway in this part of the New World. 

A TROjccT 10 alarming difpleafed the court of 
Madrid, which feemed determined to confifeate the 
cficAs of all the Englilh, who traded u ith fo much 
advantage in their dominions. It difpleafed Loili* 
XlV. who offered to a power already too much ex- 
baufted, a fleet fufiicient to fruflraie the defign : it 
difpleafed live Dutch, who were afraid that this 
new company would one day divide with them the 
fmuggling trade, which they monopolized in thefe 
latitudes: It was even difpleafing to the Britifh 
miniftry, who forefaw that Scotland, growing rich, 
would wifli to emerge from that kind of dependence 
to which iCs poverty had hitherto reduced it. This 
violent and umverfal oppofitioa determined King 
William to revoke a permtfiloa wliicb his favourites 
had extorted from bira. It then became ueccllary 
to evacuate the golden iflacd upon which this co- 
lony had been placed." * 

But the mere apprehenfion the Spaniards had 
felt of luv-ing fuch a neighbour, determined them 

I - i vI . to 
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to pay more aucmion tlicmfcives to a countr3'BOOK 
uhich llie}' had always hitherto difdained. Their 
raitlioaaries fucxeeded in formire nine or ten vil- 
lages, each of which contained from one hundred 
nml fifty to two hundred fawges. Whether from 
the unfeulcd difpofuioa cf ihc Indians, or from 
the opprefiion of theif guides, thefe rifing fctile- 
mcncs began to fall cfi m 1716; and in our 
there are TiO more than three of them remaining, 
defended by four fmall forts and by a hundred 
fotdicrs. 

The province of Carthagena is bordered oijBx'fnt, 
the Weft by the river Darien, and on thcEell by 
tint of Magdalena. Tlie extent of ii's coafi; isficuiois,. 
fifty-three leagues, and of the inland countries 
eigtity-fiv'e. Tlic^rid and extremely high moun- 
tarns that occupy die greaicft part of th'S vaftreM.ard 
fpace, ore feparated by large valleys, well 
• and fertile. Tlie darapnels and cxcefiive lieac ofgea. 
the climate prevent, indeed, the corn, the oils, 
the wines, aud tlie fruits of Europe from thriving 
there : but rice, cafiava, maize, cocoa, fugar, 
and all the produflions peculiar to America, arc 
vtrj' common. But cotton is die only article cul- 
^ tuated for exportation; and even the wool of this 
is fo Icing, and fo difficult in working, that it is 
only fold for the lowcft price in our markets, and 
is rejecled by moll of the manufactures. 

Bvstidas was the firfl European, who, in 1 502, 
appeared in thefe unknown latitudes. La Cofa, 

Guerra, Ojeda, Vefputius, and Oviedo, lauded 
there after him ; but the people whom ihefe 
plunderers meanr. m. enflavt, them with 

Inch fiimnefi, that they were obliged to give up 
all thoughts cf forming a Icttlement there.- At 
lengtli Pedro de Heridia appeared in 1527, with 
a torce fufficient to reduce them. He built and 
peopled Carthagena, 

E a In 
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Ik 1544, fame Frencli pirates pillaged ilie new 
town. Forty-one years after, it was burnt by the 
celebrated Drake. Pointis, one of the admirals 
of Lewis XIV. took it in 1657 5 but by his cruel 
rapacity, he dif^aced the arms which his ambiti- 
ous mailer wilhed to render illuftrious. ThcEng- 
lilh were difgracefuUy obliged, in 1741, to raife 
the ficge of it, though they had undertaken it with 
twenty-five fhtps of the line, fix fire-fiiips, two 
bomb-ketches, and as many land-forces as were 
fufiicient to conquer a great part of America. 
The mifunderfianding betv/een Vernon and Went- 
worth j the cabals which divided the army and 
the fleet i a want of experience in mod of the 
commanders, and of fubordination in the fubal- 
terns; all thefe caufes united to deprive the ns" 
tion of the glory and advantage it had flattered it- 
fclf With, from one of the mod brilliant armaments 
that had ever been difpaiclicd from the BritilTi 
ports. 


r revolutions, Carthagena now 

lubiifts in fplcndour in a peninfula of fand, which 
IS joined to the continent only by two narrow 
necks of land, the broaded of which is not thirty- 
five toilcs. It’s foriificaiions arc regular. Nature 
has placed at a little didance a hill bf a tolerable 
height, on w'hch the citadel of St. Lazarus hath 
been bmlt. Thefe works are defended by n gar-' 
rifon more or lefs numerous, ns circumftances 
^mre. The mw" is onc of the heft built, the 
■ w. u “"y m ■!'= New 

f?vrh ‘ number the Spaniards form the 
’ the Indians, the Negroes, nnd feveral 

StiTe 

Een^a Ihan in ‘S oYtte Zr SpS cobnS" A 
multitude 
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multitude of vagabonds without employment,!! o o K; 
without fortune, and without recommendatiops. ^ 
arc continually reforiing to this place. . In a coun- 
try where they are totally unknown, no citizen 
can venture to repofe any confidence in their fer- 
vices; they are deftined to Fubfift wretchedly on 
the alms of rlie convents, and to he in the corner 
of a fquare, or under the portico of fome church. 

If the affliftions they experience in’this mifcrable 
Hate fhould bring fome violent difcafe upon them, 
they are commonly aflifted by the free negro wo- 
men, whofe care and kindnefs they requite by 
marrying them. Thofe who have not the happi- 
nefs of being in a fiiuation dreadful enough to ex- 
cite the companion of the women, are o&lged to 
take refuge in the country, and to devote them- 
felvcs to fatiguing labours, which a certain nation- 
al pride, and ancient cuftoms, render equally in- 
fupportable. Indolence is carried fo far in this 
country, tliat men and women who are wealtliy fel- 
dom quit their hammocks, and that but for a lit- 
tle time, . » ' ^ 

The climate mufl: be one of the principal caufes 
of this inaftivity. The heat is cxccflive and almoft 
continual at Carthagena, The torrents of water, 
which arc incefianriy pouring down from the 
month of May to November, have this peculiar!* 

. ty, that ,thcy never cool the air, which, however, 
is fometimes a little tempered by the north call: 
winds in the dry fcafon. The night is as hot as 
tile day. An habitual pcFfpiratiou gives the in- 
habitants the pale and hvld colour of fickly per- 
fons. Even when they are in perfedl health, tlicir 
motions partake of the foftnels of the climate, 
which evidently relaxes ihcir fibres. This indo- 
lence manifefts iifelf even in ihcir words, which 
arc always uttered flowly, and with a low voice. 

Thofe who come Imhcr frpm Eutopc preferve 

their 
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Bo outhcir frcfh complexions and plumpnefs three or 
mdntlis; but they afterwards lofc both. 

This dt-gay. ts the forerunner of an evil ftilf 
more dreadful, but the nature of v/hich is little 
known. It is conjeftured ilut (bme perfons are 
Gfredled \vilh it from catching cold, others from 
indtgeftion. It manifefts itfelf by vomitings, ac- 
cornpanied with fo violent a delirium, that the 
patient muft be confined, to prevent him from 
tearing hlmfelf to pieces. He often expires in 
the midft of thefe^ agitations, which fcldom laft 
above three or four days.' A lemonade made of the 
juice of the opuntium, or Indian fig, is, accord- 
ing to Godin, the beft fpecific that has been found 
ngnuift fo fatal a diicafe. Thofe who have cfcaped 
this danger at firft, run no rlfk for the future. 
\\ e aw aflured from the teftimooy of men of 
■undemanding, that even upon their return to 
Lartliagcpa, after a long abfence, they have no- 
thing to fear. ® 

The town and it’s territory exhibit tlie fpeflacle 
of a hideous leprbfy, which indifcrimlnately attacks 
both the inhabitanis and ftrangers. The philofo- 
pbers who have attempted to afcribe this calamity 
to me eating of pork, have not confidered that 
°xT°^ ®ther parts 

of the New WorW, xvherc this kind of food is iioc 
1 .^° prevent the progrefs of thiv • 
counur founded in the 

S S "■''"ere filppofed to be ntteclt- 

of fex T ''f* ''""h without diftindlion 

T h= benefit of fo wife nn 
ctovOToi? loft through the avnricc of the 
deterred by the 

ra fuffer the pdor to 

h- tick ‘ f "■=' «'■= oumber 

d'lc 1. '!>' '"Clofurc of the 

awcuing IS of no ..nmenfe extent. Every one 

there 
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there enjoys n liulc fpot of-ground that is marltcd n O o ic 
out for him on his ndmillion. Tlrcre he bpilds an . ^ , 

abode fiiiiable to liis fortune, where lie lues in 
tranquillity to the end of his days, wind) are oftcu 
long, though unhappy. This diforder (b power- 
fully excites that paillon which is the ftronjjdl of 
all others, that it has bech judged nccellary to 
permit marriage to fucb as ate afilii\ed with it. 

This is, perhaps, incrcafing the paflion by tn- 
creafing the means of fatisfymg it. Thefc defires 
appear to be irritated iay the \cry gratification of 
them, they incrcafc by their very remedies, and 
arc reproduced by each other. The inconvenience 
of beholding this ardent difeafe which infeds the' 
blood, perpetuated in the children, hath given 
way to the dread of other diforders ih.it ate, per- 
haps, dnmericah 

, Let us be allowed to- form a conjedure. 

There are fame people in Africa that are fituated 
nea'rly under the feme latitude, who have a cufiom 
of rubbing the body with an oil that is evprefied 
from the fruit of a tree rcfembling the palm. 

This oil is of a difagrceable fmell : but befide the 
property it has of keeping ofTinletls whicli arc 
very troublefome under this burning fk)% it leries 
to make the Ikin pliable, and to preferve, or re- 
ftore to that organ fo eflcntn! to life, the free 
csercife of tlie ofiice for which nature has defigti- 
tfd it- it alfb quiets the irritation winch diynels 
and aridity muft bring on upon the Ikin, which 
then becomes fo Iiard, tliat all kind of j)eifptra- 
tlon is intercepted. If a firnilar method were 
tried at Cartliagena, and if the cleaulincls whicIi 
•vb/t, dimnrrt. vcqciiicb tmt; Vc* bi, 

this Icprofy might be rcftrained, or even totally 
abohlhed 

Notwithstanding this difgufting diftemper, 

-the various defeats of an incoiuenient ard dan- 
gerous 
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^^O’^gsrous'xlimate, an^ many other difagreeable cir-i 
> _^,.;_^cumftances, Spain hath always, fliewn u great' 
predileftion for Carthagcna, on account of it’s 
harbour,' one of the heft that is known.’ It is 
two leagues in extent, and hath a' deep and excel-^ 
lent bottom. There is not .more agitation -there,^ 
than pn the moft' calm 'river. -Tliere are' two 
channels that lead up to it. That which is called, 
Bocca-Grande, and uhich is from feven to eight 
hundred toifes in-breadth, , had formerly ‘fo little 
depth, that the fmallcft canoe could with difficulty' 
pafs through it. .The -ocean hath gradually in- 
creafed 'it’s depth fo inuch, that in fome parts 
twelve feet of . water may be found. If the reVo-' 
lutions of time fhould bring about greater alter- 
ations, -the place would be expofed. Accordingly^ 
theatteiuton of, the court of Madrid is rcrioufly 
engaged in confidering the means of preventing fo 
great an evil. _ Perhaps, . after 'much rcfleflion, 
no limpler or more certain e.xpediem will 'be 
tpund, than to oppofe to tlie enemy’s fleets a dike 
formed of old 'Ihips filled witli ftoncs and funk in 
Jea.- The channel of Bocca Chica hath been 
hitherto the only one prafticablei ’ This is, fo 
veffel can enter at odce. 
Tifirr- *”,*2^*’ having deftroyed the for- 
. tjfieations that defended this paflage, they have 

were if "r greater ^.They. 

let hm r P'^ced 3t the entrance of the guU 

' w "'■7 

wnl, provifians, by the well-known method 'of. 

''“"ek which Pet out from Spain 

to Po'tlo E-lio"'"!!'" .C“”hagena before they went ■ 
to 1 Otlo^cilo, and vifited it aEain on ' their re- 
-■ S'" Europe In the firft voyage, they de™- ■ 
fited the merchandife that wasLS’iPatyVr fte. 

• ■ ' fupply 
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fupply oF the interior provtnces» and received the B o o K 
price of them in the fecond fingle fbips . 

were fubllituted to thefc roor4ftrous armaments, 
the city ferved for t!ie fame kind of ilaplc. It was 
always the point of commu^'icatton between the 
Old hemifphere and great part of the New, From 
the year 1748 to t75S» this ftaplc was only vifitcd 
with twenty-feven fhips from Spain ; thefc, in ex- 
change for the merclismdife they had brought, 
received every year, 9,357,806 hvres (<i), in gold ; 
4,729,498 'livres (f), in filvcr^ and 851,765 H- 
vres (e), in the prodnee of the country, in all, 
14,930,06^ livres (d). 

'Tut. article of the produce of the country; was 
compofed of four ihoufand eight hundred and four- 
fcore quintals of cocoa, the value of uhicli in Eu- 
Tojxwassoo, 76oli\Tes(e)iOffivchundrcd and eighty 
qointalsof wrk, of the value of 200,880 livres (/p; 
of fo'cnteen quintals of vicuna wool, of the value 
of t 2,474 livres (^)i of one quintal and a half of 
vanilla, of the value of 1 1,988 livies (i) ; of feven 
quintals of lortoife fhcll, of the wlue of 4,698 
livres (0; of fifteen quintals of mother-of-pearl, 
of the value of 1,701 livrcs(*); of fixieen quintals, 
of ba!fam,-of the \'aluc of 18,900 livres (/); of 
two ilioufand and thirty quintals of a fpccics of 
Erafil wood, of the\'aluc of 29,295 livres (/n) 5 
of two thoufand one hundred (kins, s«ith the hair 
on, of the \*aluc of 34,020 livres of forty-two 
’ quintals of dr:^a*s blood, of the value of 2,389 
livres (c) i of quintals of,balfara of capivi, of 


a 4 . 
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B o O Kihc value of 2,700 Kvres*; oT feven quinraJs of 
^ farfapanlla^ of the value of 07alivrc5]; of oac 
quintal of ivorj', of the vaaic of 588 livrcs 1 ; 

. and ladly, of. one' httndr<.Hi and cigluy“eiG.hf 
quintals of cotton, of the value of 21,600 ii- 
vres (1. “ • ’ 

In ihcfe returns, wherj; there ivas nothing for 
government, . and where all was for trade, the 
u-rritory of Carthagena furniOicd only to the 
amount of 53,24.1 livresS. '‘That of Satnt Mar- 
tha was dill left profitable. 

Caefesef Tiiis province, the extent of which, from 
Weft is eighty leagues, and one hundred'- 
•wKchtiie and thirty from North to South, was unforui* 
difcovcrcd, as were all the neighbouring 
Manha'ii regions,* at the difaftrous period when the kings 
fcjien. of Spain, folely intent upon their aggrandtre- 
meat in Europe,' required only from thofe of their 
fubjeft?, who went into the New World, tlie 
fifth part of the gold which they colledled in their 
plunders. Upon this condition, ibcfe robbers, 
who ttcre.ftimulatcd by the love of novelty, by 
an inordinate pafTion for wealth, and even by the 
’hopes of mctiiing heavci), were left .10 be the 
foie arbiters of their aflions.' Without dread of 
punifhmenr, or of cenfure, they might wander 
about from one country to another, preferve, or 
abandon a conqueft, improve a territory, orde-- 
ftroy it, and maflacrc the. people, or treat them 
•with humanity, as they thought proper. Evejy 
thing fuited the Court of Madrid; provided they 
were fupplied with plenty of riches, the fource 
from which they came always appeared honeft: and 
pure. / 


p6i.3s.4d. 
i 3,9851. os. «od. 
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Ravages and cruelttcs that cannot be es-BOOK 
preJTcd, were the neccDhry confcqnrncc of 
abominable principles ; and univcrfal defolation 
prc\-ailed. The fatal veftigesof it -arc ftil! lo be 
traced in all pans, but more elpecialls' at Saint 
Watiha, ATtcr thefe deftroyers had fpoded the 
colonies of -tlie gold which llicy had picked up in 
their rivers, ard of the pearls wliich they had 
fifhed upon their coafls, they difappeared. The 
few arnong them who fettled themfcKcs there, 
raifed one or two towns, and fome villages, 
which remained without intercourfc with each 
other, hill it was opened by fome icdcfaligabic, 
Capuchin miffioaarie^ who, in our days, have 
contrived to collc<5k, in eight hamlets, tliree thou- 
fand one hundred and maeiy-one Motiloncs, or 
^Evagiras, the moft ferocious of the favages who 
'oppofed it. Here their dtfplcable poflcriiy vege- 
tates, fed and waited upon by fome Indians or Ne- 
groes. The mother-country hath never fcni one 
iingle veflel into this diftri^l, and hath never re- 
ceived any kind of produftion from It. The la- 
ddlr)’ and ‘activity of this place confiflsonly in a 
fraudulent trade of cattle, and cfpecially mules, 
carried on with the Durch, or with the other cul- 
lit’ators of the neighbouring iflands, who give in 
exchange clothing, and fome other objedls of lit- 
tle value. Superftiiion keeps up this fatal indo- 
lence. It prevents the people from difeeming 
that it is not by ceremonies, by flagellations, or by 
outas da /?, that the divinity is to be honoured ; 
but by the fvveat of man’s brow, by the clearing 
of land, and by ufcfal labours. Thefe proud 
nje.n perfuads chem/efves that they are greater ia 
a church, or at the feet of a monk, than in the 
fields or the workfhop. The tjranny of their 
priefis bath kept away from them that knowledge- 
- which might lrav« undeceived them. Even tfus 

work. 
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iwork, ^^r^ttcn purpoMy to cnltplucn tlifm, they 
, uill rever be acqualnicU vviili, Iffonic fortunate 
cscni fliould pm ii hto th:tr h-indi, tijcy vtould 
have an abhorrence of it, and vvould cmflclcr if as 
a crimhnl prodtidlion, tlic auiljor of which would 
tlefcrvc to l>c burnt, 

ALmioj'so OjroA wii the firll who rcconnoi* 
courrtfy called Vrnrzucb, or 
l-»tuc \ tntce, a name thit wa*; riven to if, be* 
cauic Ionic huti x-ctc fvcn ilicrc, fixed up^n 
ftaktf, to raife them above the fiar-iant watcis 
that coured the pl^.n, N^cithcr tills ndvemurer. 
nor hts immediate fiicccfiiirr, thoupht of forminK 
anyfcttlcmentr. there, Tlicir ambition was only 
to make nave’, tlut tliey miglit convey iliem to 
jne illands which their ferocity liad depopuhted. 
it was not till I that Join d'Ampuez fixed 
^colony upon tins craft, end p.omifcd to his 
t^urt a res, on iiteunding in metals. This pto- 
milc ESSO rife, m the lollouing yenr. to an 
atratigemcni ffgular enough In atliafl our at- 
tention. 

cro^nt Y- “ niimher of 

CTotvns upon Ins head, and concentrated fo much 

ra be Ihr I'PeuE''). by his iimbition, 

tiifp'Jtcl ih? '‘'%'>'’E>'boucs, in cndlefs 

confiS.1,' r horiotvcd 

svl"o were of AuElboutg, 

That nriraelS- 'f '-"'rehants inTsuroi^. 
of VeSSa Tt 'n >’"5'"’'"' '>'= P^virae 

Caftile. ' “ceopisd it as a fief of 

Itad^araolreH fuppofed that merchants, who' 
naa acquired their lortunc by tlie buiin^ '.nr! 

PP ted, that Germans, who had been brought 
' up 
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*up in thtir.idft or mints, would work ihofe wktchB O O K 
were upon the fpot that was granted to them. . 

But thefe expedlations were entirely froftrated. 

The Welfers only feni into the New World four 
or five hundred of thofc fierce fbldiers, wliom 
their country began to fell to whoever w ould end ^ 
a>nld pay for their blood, Thefe bafe hlrdi-ngs 
carried along with them beyond the feas, that 
propenfiiy for pilla^ng, which they had coa- 
trat^ed in the different wars in which ih^ had 
ferred. Under the guidance of ihcir diief^ Al- 
finger and Sailler, they overran an immenfe tra£l 
of country, putting the lavages to the lonure, 
and ripping them open, to extort from them 
where the gold was to be found. Some Indians, 
dragged along, and laden with provifions, who 
were put to death as foon as they Tank under the 
lafuiude, followed this favage band. Hunger, 
fhtiguc, end poifoned arrows, fortunately deli- 
vered the canh of this odious bunhen. The 
Spaniards refumed poffeiiion of a foil which the 
"NVelfers would no longer have any concern with; 
and their condu^ "as not very different from 
tluc. which liad juft excited fo much horror. 

Their commander Carvajil, indeed, forfeited his 
life for thefe cnorrniiies; but this p'laifhinenc did 
r.ot recall from the grave the victims that had 
been piccipitatcd into it. From their afties arofe, 
inpreesfs of time, a few productions, of which the 
cocoa was the principal. 

The cocoa tree, which is of a midaling lize, Tbe coesa 
generally throws out five or Gx trunks from 
root. The wood of it is brittle and white; 
root reddifh, and rather rugged. As it grovis up 
it throws off fome inclined branches, which do cot 
fpread far. h’s leaves are alternate, oval, ' and s«mU. 
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E o O Kbre^(lth. They ate MI fixed upon fiiort petals, 
.flattened, and ftirrifbed at their bafis %\ith two 

' ^mcmbtan?j5, orflipulai. Tiic fior.’crs nrife in frnMl 
bvtnches along the fteme and the brancltcs. _ Thtir 
calix is grecnifli, nnd Iwth five deep divlfion^. 
The five petals Uni compole die corolla are fiitals 
ycUaw, irflated at ihcir bate, lengthened out into 
.a kind of firnp, whicli is folded up into a circular 
form, and widened at it*s extremity. Thefc pe- 
tals arc fixed at a Ipatlia, formed by thcnflcmbligc 
cf ten dircad«, five of wliidi bear flamina. The 
five other intermediate ones arc longer, and in 
the fhape of a tongue. • 7'Jic piAil, which is placed 
in the center, and furmounted with one fiylc on- 
ly, becomes art ovifotm capfiila, almoA of a fig- 
ctoiis textvire, fix or Icvcn inches in length, and 
two in breadth; uneven upon it’s fiirfncc, marked 
with ten cofite, and feparated internahy by menv 
•braneous partitions into five cells. TJie kernelt 
whicli it contains, tO‘the number of thirt}*, or 
more, arc covered with a brittle fhcll, and fur- 
rounded with a wbiiifh pulp. ' 

Tiifse kernels arc the bnfis of the chocolate, 
the goodiicfs of which depends upon the oily 
part they contain, and conrcqucntly upon their 
pctfefl maturity. The capfula is gathered, tvhen, 
after having changed fucceflively from green to 
yellow, it acquires n dark miifk colour. It is 
flu with a knife, and all the kernels, furrourded 
with their pulp, are taken out and heaped up in s 
tub, in order that they may ferment. This ope- 
ration deftrojs the pnnciple of vegetation, and 
removes the fiiperfluous moifture from the ker- 
nels, which are afterwards expofed to the fin 
upon hurdles, in order to complete the drying of 
them. The cocoa, thus prepared, keeps for a 
confiderable time, provided it be in n dry place; 
but It IS not proper to keep it too long, becaufe 
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‘it lofes, with age, part of it*s oil and of it’s pro- B C 

perties. . . • •• , 

The cocoa tree grows readily, from feeds that 
‘ are fown in holes tanged in a -fttaight line, and 
at the diftance of five or fix feet from each other. 

* Thefe feeds, which mu ft be frefii, foon vegetate. 

The tree grows up tolerably fall, and begins to 
reward the labours of the cultivator at the end 
of two years. Two crops are gathered every 
year, which are equal In quality and quantity.. 

This tree requires a rich and moift foil, which ■ 
hath not been employed for any other kind of 
athurc. If it ftiould want water, it would pro* 
duce no fruit, wither, and die. A ftiade, to fiiel- 
ter It continually from the beat of the fun, is not 
lefs ueceflary to it. The fields in which the cocoa 
.trees are planted, arcallb liable to be deftroyed 
< by the hurricanes, uiilefs care be taken to fkirt 
them with ftronger trees. The culture which the 
tree further requires is neither laborious nor cx- 
peufive. It is fufliclcnt to pull’up the weeds that 
‘^row round it, and wliich would deprive it oF it*s 
'nourifhmcnt. 

The cocoa tree is cultivated in fevcral parts of 
the New World ; in fome of them it even grows 
liaturally. Ncvcrihelcfi, it’s fruit is no where fo 
pleiuiFul as at Venezuela ; and no where of fb good 
*a quality, if wc except Soconufeo. 

But for the fpace of two centuries,- the labours 
of the colony did not turn out to the profit of the 
mother-country. The national trade Was fo much 
overburdened v/iih taxes, and fo much embar- 
raiTcd wJrh IWruaJiries, that the province fmyid a 
confidcmble advantage in receiving from the hands 
of the Dutch of Cura^ca all the mcrchandife they 
•wanted, and in giving them for payment the pro- 
.* duce of’ their foil, which ibcfc indefatigable neigh- 
bours fold for an immenfe profit to part of Eu* 

rope. 
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BOOK rope, and even to the nation that was proprietor of 
the territoiy in which it was col!c£led. " This 
fmuggting intcrcourfc was fo brifk and fo con- 
flani, that from the ^car 1700 to the end of 
1727, only five (hips were lent out from the 
ports of Spain to Venezuela, and they, all of them 
vAibout exception, made a voyage more or lefs 
ruinous, 

Tiiepf*- Such was the fituation of affairs, when (bme. 
merchants of the province of Guipufeoa, ima* 
gined, in 1728, that it would he advantageous to 
to a them to unite in a body in order to undertake 
this navigation. Their \iews were approved 
ofthf and encouraged by government. The principal 
CetspL-f. conditions or the grant, were, that tl>c Company 
fhould pay for every thing they might choofe m 
ferd out, and for every thing they miglit r<ceive» 
the taxes that were already fettled, and that they 
fliould cntetlain, at their oun cxpcnce, a fulKcicnt 
number of guardi codas, to prevent the inhabit* 
•ants from fmuggUog. 

SoMR alterations were fuccefllvcly made in lli^ 
cdminidraiion of this Ibciciy. At fird they were 
only permuted tofu om two fiiips every year i but 
* *7 34 they obtained lca\ c to fend as many as tl»cy 

t}x;i>ght. prtper. 
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the neighbouring dlftrii^s. They are allowed toB o o K 
difembark the reft at Saint SebafUan, the place of . 
the rife of the Company. 

• It was in this tovvn that the general meeting of 
the ptoprietoTs v.as originaUy holden. In 1751, 
it was transferred to the capital of the empire, 
where fome one of the moftcftcemed members of 
the council of the Indies prefides over it every two 
years. 

The merchandife was ar firft delivered to the 
highefl: bidder. The Court was then informed 
that a general difeontent 'prevailed^ that a fmall 
jiumber of rich lalTodates (hould monopolize the 
cocoa, which is confidercd in Spain as an article 
of primary yiecellity, and (hould afterwards fell it 
ut what price they cliofe. Thefc murmurs occari- 
onedjin 1752, a regulation, that without fuppref- 
fiug the magazines at Saint Sebaftian, at Cadiz, 
fliid at Madrid, new ones (hould be cftablifhed at 
Corunna, at Alicant, and at Barcelona; and 
that in* all of them the cocoa fliould be retailed 
to the inhabitants at the price fettled by the mi- 
niffcry. » ‘ 

. The Company 'obtained, tn 1753, that their 
(hares fhould be confidered af a real eftate, that 
they might be perpetually entailed, and formed 
into ihofe unalienable, and iodivifible 
or inheritances fettled upon ihccldcft heir, which 
bre in' general fo flattering to the pride of the 
Spaniards.^ ' ' ' - - ‘ 

• ‘Jt U as' decreed," in 1761, that the Compariy 

• flvauld advance, to the mcrobcis who might wlm 
for it, the ;alue of fixtren fliarcs; that thde (hares 
llidlililbc put in .truft, and that ihc)* might be fold, 
if after n flipulatcd period the proprietor did not 
withdraw thtm - The intent of this prudc.nt ar- 
Tarpement, w.'vs to fuccour filch of the proprietors 
whofe affairs might be fomewbat cmbatralfeJ, 

> VoL. IlL F and 
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rtft. This debt was 10 be dilcharged in com-BOOK 
moditics •, and tliofe who did not fulfill ilieir cn~ . 
gagements, were fummoned to the tribunal of the 
king’s reprefcntalive, vhofc province it was folcly 
to judge, whether the caufes of delay were, or were 
not rcafonable. 

' ^ The magazines of the Company w ere confiantly 
fupplied with every thing that might be of ufe to 
the country, and always open to receive every thing 
the country could pxjur into them. By this me- 
thod, the labours were never languid for want of 
means, or of a market. 

The value of what the Company were to fell, 
or to buy, was not left to the rapacity of their • 
agents. The government of the province always 
fixed tht price of wliat came from Europe ; and a 
meeting, compofed of the directors, colonifis, and 
failors, always regulated the price of the produc- 
tions of the foil. 

Such of the inhabitants of the New World as 
were not fatisfied with thefe regulations, wereal* 
lowed to fend into tlie Old one, upon their own ac- 
count, the fixth part of their cro(^ and to receive 
the value in merchandife ; but thefe affairs were 
always to be tranfafted by the fbips of the Com- 
pany. 

^ By thefe arrangements the cultivator was bet- 
ter rewarded for his labours, than he had been at 
the time of the.contrabaod trade.' Tlie new dif- 
pofuion of things v/as in reality fatal only to a few 
feherning, turbulent and adventurous men, who 
Collected in their hands,, at a low price, the pro- 
duQionsof the country, in order to deliver ihem 
afterwards to foreign mavigaiors of the feme c.ha- 
radler as themfelves. 

Th^ new kingdom of Grenada, Mexico, feme 
of tlie American iflands, and the Canaries, were 
in the hab'i of drawing from Venezuela part of 
F a the 
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^ o o Ktlic cocoa confumed by tbcir inhabitants Thefe 

^ colonics continued to enjoy this light %Mthout rc 

tlramt They even putfued it with greater advan 
tage, becaufe the production which tlicj wanted to 
procure became more plentiful, and was obtained 
at a cheaper rate - 

Formeplv Vene2uHa furnilhcd nothing to the 

trade of the mothec country The Company* 
fince their cftabhlhment, haie always fupplied it 
with produftions, the quantity of which hath Aic* 
ceffively increafed From the jear 1748 W i 753 ’ 
the Company conveyed -annually into the colony 
lo the value of 3,197,327 hvres (a), in merchan 
dife The) drew from thence annually to the 
amount of 239,144 litres (b), in filver , thirty 
feven ihoufand quintals of cocoa, which they 
fold for 5,332,000 Uvtcs(4, two ihoufand five 
hundred quintals of tobacco, fold for 178,203 
livres (dj , one hundred and fifty-leven quintals 
of indigo, fold for 198,990 hvres frj , tuenty 
thoufand Ikins, with the hair on, fold fo^ 
^56,400 livres (/), and fome dmdiy Ibid for 27,000 
hvres fo that their returns amounted to 
6,821,734 hvres (i) The apparent profit wa*^ 
therelote, 3,634,407 hvres (i) We call it ap 
parent, becaufe the cxpcnces and the cuftonis 
abfotbed 1,932,500 livres (>&) oFthisfuro, fo that 
the teal profit of the Company was only 
1,701,897 hvres (?) 

All thele branches of commerce, have been 
increafed except that of the dtvidt^ which it 
hath been ncceffary to give up, fince it hath 
been found that it was not fit to be fubftituted to 
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the Aleppo nut in dying, as it had been rather BOOK 
inconfiderately imagined. The extention would , , 
have been ftill greater, had it been pofiible 10^ * 

put an end to fmtiggling. But notwithftanding 
the vigilance of ten cruifers, with eighty-fix 
guns, one hundred and ninety-two fwivcis, and 
five hundred and eighteen men 011 board ; not- 
withftanding twelve polls, with ten or twelvc/bi- 
diers in each, cflabhlhcd along the coafi, and 
notwithfianding the annual expence of 1,400,000 
livres *, the contraband trade hath not been entire- 
ly eradicated j and it is chitfly at Coro tliat it is 
carried on. 

The nation has profited equally by the efla- 
bhfliment of the Company. It docs not pay them 
for the cocoa more than half the price which the 
Dutch ufed to charge. The quintal, wliicli is 
now bought in Spam for iGo livres ufed for- 
merly tocoft3aoS. 

The advantages which accrue to the govern- 
ment from the ellabhfhmcnt of the Company are 
not Icfs evident. Before this period, the revenues 
of the Crown at Venezuela, were never fufficient 
to defray the expences of fovcrcigniy. They 
have fince increafed confiderably, not only bc- 
caufe the citadel of Puerto Cabcllo has been 
conftruflcd, which hath coll 1,620,000 hvres H, 
but alfo becaufe a greater number of regular 
troops are maintained in the country'. The trea- 
fury, however, hath feme fuperfluous cafli, which 
it difiributcs at Cumana, at St. Margaret’s, at 
Trinity ifland, and on tire Orooaoko. This is 
not the whole. In Europe, the produftions of 
the country pay annually to the State more than 
1,600,000 and the naviganon they' give nfe to 
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BOOK forms fifteen hundred 'failors for.it, pr keeps them 

conftant employment. • ' 

' Eur'liatli the Company itfelf been equally pro- 
fperous? There was every rcafon to' doubt, in 
the beginning, .whether it would -maintain itfelf. 
Although the colonifts were allured to become 
members of it, they refufed at firft to deliver 
.their produdlions to it. -In Spain, .where a com- 
rncrcial aflbciaiion was a novelty, no great eager- 
nefswas fhewh to become a member of it, not- 
withftanding the example fet by the monarch, 
by the queen, by the Infant Don Lewis, and by 
the province of Guipufeoa.' It was ncceflary to 
reduce the number of (hares to fifteen hundred, 
which it had been relblvcd to carry’ on to three 
thdufand; and the capital, imended to be< fix 
millions *, was reduced to three f. Thcfe difii- 
culries did' hot prevent cbnfiderable' dividends 
from being paid to the proprietors, even’ in the 
very firft years. The ' Aims • in', referve were, 
however, fufilcient, in 1752, to double the ori- 
ginal funds, and in 1766 to treble them, with 
a regular iiitcrefb of .five per cent, cxclafivc of the 
extraordinary dividends. On the firft of January 
'1772, the company’s debts, even including the 
y.ilue of the ftiares, which had rifen to i, 000,000 
livres J, amounted to no more than 15,158, 
livres 12 fuls §, and they were in’ poflclUon of 
21,153,760 livres four fols H. Confequently, they 
11365,955,141 Hvres 12 ibis ^ above what they 
owed. . . ' . 

The improper (pirit that generall}’ prevails in 
e.xclufivc focictics, Imh Hot inkdled ihatofCarac- 
cay ^&^T^^uV4«•»5v■Avys>•. Iba’a-jC.'S’/' 

from it’s l)'ftcm by abfurd cnierptifts. It’s iU- 

1 
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o o K matter of dohbt whether it will be ^hov^cd time 
to execute them. The refblution . which the 
’ Court of Madrid feeros.to have taKen, to open 
it*5 ports of the New World* to all it’s fubjedls 
of the Old, muft neccflarily excite a 'prefumpeiort 
that the province of Venezuela will, fooner-or 
later, ceafe to be under .the rcflraints of a mono- 
poly. It is however a problem, whether the dif* 
foluiion of the Company will be productive of 
good or evil; and it can only be folved by the 
nature of the meafures that lhall be adopted by 
the Spanilh mlniftry. 

^eCnurt The cosft of Cumana was difcovered in 1498 
Columbus. Ojeda, who had embarked wuh 
,uin.uiato this great navigator, landed there the next year, 
of even made Tome exchanges peaceably with the 
ravages, Jt appeared more convenient to the ad- 
ttemptofveniurers who fucceeded him, to ftrip thefc feebli 
5jJ5eSjj^rncn of their gold or of their, pcafls ; and this 
0 fender kind of robbery was as common in this region as 
lourift- ^ in the other parts of America, when Calas un- 

,ag •' " dettook to put a ftop to it. 

This man, To famous in theanrials of the New 
Wotld, had accompanied his father at the time 
of die firft difeovery. The mildnefs and firopH- 
city of the Indians afiedlcd him fo (Itongly, that 
he made liimfclf an ccclefiaflic, in order to de- 
vote his labours to their converfion. But this 
foon became the Icaft cf his attentions. Being 
iTorc r. rran than a priejl, he more for theif 
cruellies excrcifcd ogainft them, than for their 
ridiculous Aipcfflitionf. He was continuaHy 
huiryi-.g from one hemifohetc to the other, in 
order to cemfort tkofc lor whom he had con- 
Ctivcd fuch an attachment, or to fofien their 
tyrants. The inuiihiy of his cfib'-is convinced 
him, that he lliould never do any good in fettle- 
ments that v.ere already formed ; and he propofed 
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to liimfclf' to cllablifti a colony upon a new foun.B O O K 
daiion. . ^ t — , _r 

. His colonjUs were all to be planters, artificers, 
or minionarles. - No one was to be allowed to mix 
with tiicm w iihout his con/ent. A particular drefs, 
ornamented with a croft, was to prevent them 
from being thought to belong to that race of Spa- 
niards which had rendered llfclf fo 'odious. He 
reckoned, that wiili ihcfc kinds of knights, he 
fhould be able, without war, violence, or flavery, 
to civilize the Indians, to -convert them, to ac- 
cuftom them to labour, and even to employ tlicm 
in working the mines. Heafked no aflifiance from 
the trcafiiry at firft, and he was afterwards fatif- 
fied with the twelfth of the tributes which he niould 
(boner or later bring into it. ' ' , 

The ambitious, who govern empires, conC- 
der the people as mere objcils of trade, and treat 
as chiracrical every thing that tends to tlie im- 
provement and happineis of the human rpccies. 

Such v/as at firll the jmpreflion which the fyllcm 
of Las Cafas made upon the Spanifh miniftry. 

He Was not difeouraged by denials, .and at length 
fuccccded in having the diftrift of Cuinana ceded 
to him, to put his theory in pradlice. This man 
of ardent genius immediately went through all the 
provinces of CafliUe, in order to colleifk men ac- 
cuftomed to the labours of the field, and to tliofe 
of manufaiSlurcs. But theft peaceful citizens had 
not fo eager a defire 10 leave their country as fol- 
diers or faiJors have. Scarce could he prevail upon 
two hundred of them to follow him. With ihcfe 
he fet fail for America’,- and landed at Porto-Rico 
in 1519, after a fortunate \opge, 

- Although Las Cafas had onl> quitted the New 
Hcmifphere two years before, yet he found a to- 
tal aUeratioa m it at his return. The entire de-^ 
flrudlion of the Indians to the iflards Icbjscl fo. 
w Spain', 
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BOO Kmatierdf dotibt* whether it will be allov/cd time 
to execute them. The Tcfolution., which the 
^ Court of Madrid feems to have taken, to open 
it’s'pons of the New World* to all it’s fubjedls 
of the 0\d, .muft necefianiy excite a ptefvttnpuotV 
that the province of Venezuela will, fooner-or 
later, ceafe to be under the reftraints of a mono- 
poly. It is however n problem, whether the dif- 
folution .of the Company will be productive of 
good or evil; and ir can only be folvcd by the 
nature of the meafures that lhall be adopted by 
the Spanhh miniftry. 

TlicCrti-rt^ The coaft of Cumana was difeovered in 1498 
of Madrid jjy Columbus. Ojeda, who had embarked with 
Cumanito this great navigator, landed there the next year, 
Lu^faa^ and even made Tome exchanges peaceably \\ ith the 
iSSmi ravages. It appeared more convenient to the ad- 
Mteraptsof venturers who fuccccded him, to ftrip theft feebli 
of their gold or of their, pearls; and this 
to render kind of fobbcry was as common in this region as 
fiwnft-* in the other pares of America, when Las C^as un- 
jag” " dertook to put a flop to it. 

' This man, fo famous in the annals of the New 
World, had accompanied his father at the time 
of die firft difeovery. The mildnefs and fimpli- 
city of the Indians afFcdlcd him fo ftrongly, that 
he made himftlf an ccclefiaftic, in order to de- 
vote his labours 10 their converfion. Evit this 
foon became the leaft of his attentio*'s. Being 
iToreamrtn.than a pr/^, he felt more for their 
cruelties exertiftd agamft them, than for their 
lidiciilous fupcrllidons. He was continually 
hurrying from oUe hemifphere to the other, in 
order to comfort thofe for whom he had con- 
ceived fucli an attachment, or to foften their 
tyrants. The inutility of his. efforts convinced 
him, that he fhould never do any good in ftttle- 
ments that v/ere already formed i and hepropofed. 

• 1 'to 
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to himfclf to eftablilh a colony upon a new foun- D OO K 
dation. 

His colonifts were all to be planters, artificers, 
or miflionaries. No one was to be allowed to mix 
with tliem w ubout his confent. A particular drefs, 
ornamenied \%ith a crol^ was to prevent them 
from being thought to belong to that race of Spa* 
niat’ds which had rendered itlclf fo odious. He 
reckoned, that with thefc kinds of knights, he 
fhould be able, without war, violence, or fiavery,- 
to civilize the Indians, to convert them, to ac- 
cufiom them to labour, and even to employ them 
in working the mines. HcaikcdnoalTiftancefrom 
the treafury at firft, and he was afterwards fatif- 
fied with the twelfth of the tributes wliich he fliould 
fooncr or later bring into it. , 

The ambitious, who govern empires, conG- 
der the people as mere objedls of trade, and treat 
as chimerical every thing that tends to iheim* 
provement and happmefs of the human fpccies. 

Such was at firfl the iropreflion which the lyllcm 
of Las Cafas made upon the Spanifli miuifiry. 

He Was not difcoutaged by denials, and at length 
fucccedcd in having the diftrift of Cumana ceded 
to him, to put his theory in praflice. This man 
of ardent genius immediately' went through all the 
provinces of Caflille, in order to collcft men ac- 
cuftomed to the labours of the field, and to tliofi* 
of manufadlurcs. But ihefe peaceful citizens had 
not fo eager a defirc to leavctheir country as lol- 
diets or failors have. Scarce could he prevail upon' 
two hundred of ihera lo follow him With thefe 
he fet fail For America, and landed at Porto-Rtco 
tu tstfh sfter a fortunate vt^'age. 

Although LasCafasliad only quilted the New 
Hemifphcre two years before, yet lie found a to-’ 
tal alteration in it ar his return. The en’irc dc- 
ftiuclion of the Indiana ro'rhc iflards InbjecI re 
'* Spain, 
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BOO KSpain, had excited the rcfoluiion of going to the 
. . continent in fearch of flaves, to replace the Un- 
fortunate men who had pcrifhcd from oppreflion 
This cruelty difgufted the independent minds of 
tic favages In the height of their refentment, 
tliej maHacred as many of the Spaniards as fell in- 
to their hands by chance, ard two mifTionaries, v/ho 
probably came to Cumana with a laudable defign, 
\ ere the victims of thefejufl: rctaliat ons Ocam- 
po immediately went from St Domingo, to punifli 
in outrage commuted, as u was faid, againft Hea- 
ven ufeU , and 'ifter havng deftroyed all by fire 
and fivord, he built a village upon the fpot, which 
he called Toledo 

It was within tliefe weak palifades that Las 
Cafas was ob iged to place the fmall number 
of his companions, who had refifted the intern 
pcrancc of the climate, and the aiicmpts made 
to feduce them from him Their refidence was 
lot long Iicre Mol of them were pierced with 
the darts of an implacaple enemy, ardthofewho 
efcaped, were forced, m 1521, to feck an afylum 
fomc where c|fe 

Some Spaniards have fince fettled at Cumana , 
but the population of this diftndl hath always been 
much confined, and hath never extended to any 
diilaucc from the coafts During the courfe of 
two ccniunc'', the mother country had not any di 
rc^t intercourfc with this fpot It is but lately, 
that one or two fmall fliips have been fent there 
anrualiy, winch, in exchange for the liquors and 
mercbandife of Europe, receive cocoa and fome 
other produflions 

Of the I Ii was Columbus, who, in J498, firft dtfeover- 
wU Oroonoho, the borders of which have fince 

b*en named, Spainfh Guiana This great river 
takes us fo irce among the Cordeleinas mountain-?, 
ai d diicharges iifelf into the ocean by forty open 
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ings, after it bath been increaicd throughout anBOOK 
immsnfe track by the afflux of ti prodigious num- . _f 
her of rivers more or lefs confiderable. Such is 
it’s impetuofity, that it ftcms the ftrongeft tides, 
and preicr^'es the frcfhnefs of it’s waters to the 
dillance of twelve leagues from that vaft and deep 
channel within which it was confined. It’s rapi- 
dity, houever, is not alna)sthe fame, uliicli is 
owen to a circumfiance perhaps entirely peculi- 
ar. The Ofoonoko, which begins to fivell in A- 
pril, continues rifing for five months, and during 
the fiTih remains at it’s greateft height. From 
Oftober, it begins gradually lo fubude till the 
month of March, throughout the whole of which 
it remains in the fived fcatc of it’s’greatcfi dimicu- 
lion. Thefe alternate changes are regular, and 
c^•en invanable. 

This ' pheenomenon feems to depend much 
more on the fea tlian on the land. In the fix 
months that the river is rifmg, the heinirpherc 
of the Ne\v \Vorld prefents nothing but feas, at 
lead but little land, to the perpendicular ailion 
of the rays of the fun. In the fix months of ii*s 
fall, America exhibits nothing but dry land to the 
phocl by which it is illumioafed. The fea at this 
time is lefs fubjeft to the influence of the fun, 
or, at Iriifi, it’s current towards the ealtern fhore 
is more balanced, more broken by the land, and 
muft, iheieforc, leave a freer courfc to the rivers, 

^Yhich not being then fb llrongly confined by the 
fea, cannot be fwelled but by rains, or by the 
melting cf the fnows from ilie CordeJeirias. Per- 
haps, indeed, the rifing of the waters of the Oroo- 
no^o may depend entirely on the rainy fcafon. 

But to be thoroughly acquainted with the caufes 
of fb firgular a phaeaomer.ot, it would he iieccf- 
far}* to corfijer the connedlioa between the courfe 
cf this river, and that of the Amazons b) Rio Ke- 

Sfo, 
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BOOK gro, and to know the track and diredion both of 
^ , the one 'and the other. From the difference of 

their pofiuon, their fource, and their opening into 
the fea, it is nol improbable that the caufe of fo 
remarkable a difference in the periods of their flux 
and reflux might be dilcovered. All things are 
conneiled in this world by fyftem. The courfcs 
of the rivers depend either on the diurnal, or 
annual revolutions of the' earth. Whenever en- 
lightened men fhall have vifited the banks of the 
Oroonoko, they will difeover, or at Icaft they 
will attempt to difi^ver, the caufes of thefc phte- 
nomena: but their endeavours will be attended 
with difficulties. This river is not fo navigable 
as it might be. prefumed from it’s magnitude j 
it’s bed IS in many places filled up with rocks, 
which oblige t!ie navigator, at times, to carry 
both his boats and the merchandife they are laden 
with. 

Fotajer BEFORE the ariival of the Europeans, the peo- 
fentron- bordcron this river, but little diffant from 

ditionof the burning equator, knew not the ufe of clothes, 
ihewomen nor the reuraiuts of police ; . neitlier had tliey any 
Snls'of for™ of government. Free under the yoke of 
tiieOroon- poverty, they lived chiefly by hunting and fiflilng, 
and on wild fruits. But little of their time or 
labour coUld be fpent on agriculture, where they 
had nothing but a flick to plough with, and hatch* 
CIS made ot flone to cut down trees-, which, after 
being burned, or rotted, left the ffill in a proper 
flaie for bearing. 

. The women lived in a flatc of oppreffion on 
the Oroonoko, as they do in all barb.nrous re- 
gions. The ravage, vvholc wants engage liis 
whole attention, is employed only in providing 
for his fafety and his fubfiflcncc. He hath no 
other nllurcment to partake of the plcafiircs of 
lo\c, than that mcrcnaturalinftinifl which attends 
. to 
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to the perpetuity of the fpecies. The intercourfeE o^o K 
between the two fexes, which is generally cafual, 

Would fcarce ever be followed by any permanent 
confcqUcnces, if paternal and maternal tenderncfs 
'did not attach tbe^ parents to their offspring. But 
before the firft child can provide for ilfelf, others 
are born which call for the fame care. At length 
the'tnftant arrivesj when this focial reafoh exifts no 
more : bur then, the power of long habit, the tom- 
Fort of feeing ourfelvcs furrounded by a family 
more or left numerous, the hopes of being afiifted 
in our latter yeats hy ouf pofterity ; all thefe 
circumftances cxpell the idea and the wifh of a 
jTeparation. The mcn'are the perfbns who reap 
the grcateft advantages from' this cohabitation. 

Among people who hold nothing in cftimarion but 
Tlccngth and courage, tyranny is always excrcifcd 
over wcaknefs, in return for the protcflion that is 
'afforded it. The women live in a ftaie of diC- 
grace. _ Labours, confidered as the moft abjefl, 
are their portion. Men, whole hands are accuf- 
tomcd to the handling of «ms, and 'to the ma- 
nagement of the oar, would think themfelves de- 
graded, if they employed them in fedcndary oc; 
cupations, or even in the labours of agriculture. 

Among a people of flicpherds, who having a 
more certain cxiftcncc, can bellow rather more at- 
tention upon making it agreeable, the women are 
Icfs wretched. In the cafe and leifure which 
they enjoy, thefe people can form to^themfclves 
an idea ot beauty, they can indulge their tafte in 
the objefl of their afIcClions i and, to the idea of 
natural pleafure, can add that of a more noble fen- 
fation. . . V . - . 

The^ coanedlioDS between the two fexes, arc 
Hill fufiher improved, as footi as the lands btgin 
to be cuUivaicd.* Property, which had ho cxift- 
ence among faVages, and was'of little conlcquencc 

amo’ g 
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BOO K among a people of fliepherds, begins to acquire a 

, degree of importance amopg a people engaged m 

agriculture The inequality which foon intro 
duces itfclf among the fortunes of men, muft 
occafion fome m the confidcration they hold 
The ties of marrnge are then no longer formed by 
chance^ but according to conditions m life tliat 
are fuitable to each other A man, in order to be 
accepted, muft: make himielf agreeable , and this 
necelTity brings on attentions to the women, and 
gives them n degree of dignity 
e They receive additional importance from the 
cftabhfhmenc of the arts and of commerce. 
Eufincfs IS then incrcafed, and connedtions are 
complicated Men, who are often obliged, from 
more extcnfive aflairs, to quit their manufaftures 
and their home, ate under the neceflity of adding 
to their talents the vigilance of their wives As 
the habit of gallantry, luxury, and dilHpation, 
hath not yet entirely difgufted them of folitary or 
fcriQus occupations theydooti thcmfelves with- 
out referve, and with fuccefs, to functions with 
which they tliiok thcmfelves honoured The 
retirement winch this kind of life requires ren- 
ders the praftice of all the domeflic virtues dear 
and familiar to them The influence, the re- 
Ipcft, and the attacliment of all thofe that are 
about them, are the rcAard of a conduit fo 
eftimable 

At length the time comes, when men grow 
difguftcd of labour from the tncreafe of their 
fortunes. Their pnnapal care is to prevent time 
from hanging heavy on their hands, to multiply 
their amulemcnts and to extend their enjoy- 
ments. At this period the women are eagerly 
fought after , both on account of the amiable qua- 
lities they hold from nature, and of thofe they have 
received from education Their connexions be- 
come 
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coTie more extenfive, fo that they are no longer B 0 0 K 
fujtsd for a retired life, but required to Ihine in a . 
morebniiiant feene When introduced upon the 
Hage of the world, they become the foul of every 
pleafure, and the pnmum mobile of the moft im- 
portant affairs Supreme happinefs confiffs m 
making one’s felf agreeable to them, and it is the 
height of ambition to obtain (bmediftinflion from 
them Then it is, that the freedom which exifts 
between the two fexes m a ftate of nature is re- 
Mved, with this remarkable difference, that ill 
pohffied cities the hufband is often left allaclied 
to his wife, and the wife to her hufband, than 
in the midft of the forefts, that their offsprings 
truflcd, at the inftant of iheir birth, to the hands 
of mercenaries, are no longer a tie , and that in- 
fidelity, which would be attended with no fatal 
confcquences among moft favage people, affefts 
domeftic tranquillity and happinefsamongft civiliz- 
ed nations , where it is one of the principal fymp- 
toms of general corruption, and of the extmClion 
of all decent affe<ftions 

The tjranii) exercifedagiinft the women upon 
the banks of the Oroonoko, ftill more than in the 
reft of the New World, muftbeone of the prin- 
cipal caufes of the depopulation of ihcfc countries 
that arc fo much f3\oured by nature Mothers 
have contrafted the cuftom of deftroying the 
daughters they bnng forth, b> cutting the umbi- 
lical cord fo clofc to the body, that the children 
die of an heemorrhage Chriftianity itfclf hath not 
c\cn been able to put a flop to this abominable 
prafkicc The faft is confirmed by the Jcfuit 
Gumilla, wJho informed thar one of ins 
coivcrts had been guilt) of fuch a murder, went 
to her n order to reproach her of her cniue in the 
ftrongeft terms The woman liftcncd to the emif- 
far) without fticwing the leaft figns of emotion 

When 
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COOKWien he had {iiuHicd his remonflrance, flic de- 
, fired leave toanfwcr him, whicli (lie did in the fol- 

' “^lowinj; manner. 

“ Would to God, O Father* Would to God, 
“ that at the inftml of my birth, my mother had 
“ rticwcd love and companion enough for her 
“ child, to fpare me all tlie evils 1 have endured, 
“ and tho c 1 fhall ftill fufirr, to the end of my 
life* Had my mother deftroyed me at my birth, 
1 Ihould Inve died, but I Hiould not have been 
“ fcnfibleof my death, and fhonld hivccfcaped 
** the rroft miferable of cbnditions How much 
“ have I already (uffercd, and who knows what I 
have ftill to undergo 

Rcprefcnc to thyfclf, O Father, the troubles 
“ tint are rcfervcd for an Indian \/omanamonc 
** thefc Indians They accompany us into the 
** fields with ihcir bow end arrows , while wb 
go there, laden with an tnfanr, whom we carry 
“ m a bafket, and another, who hangs at dor 
*' breaft ‘ They go to kill bird% or to catch 
“ fifh, while we are employed in digging the 
“ ground, and after having gone through all the 
** labours of ihfe<ulturc, are obliged alfo to bear 
thofeof the barvell They return in the even- 
** mg without any burthen, and we bring them 
** roots for thiir lood, and maize for their drink 
As foot! as they come home, they and 
“ amufe themfclves with therr friends , v/hile 
v/e ate fetching wood and watcr'to prepare for 
their fupper. When they have eaten, they fall 
** aflecp , and we pafs almolt the whole night ul 
** grinding the maize, and m preparing the chica 
tor them And what reviard nave ve for thefe 
.Irhctf-w ? Xbfy drjuit, a.Dd wiv*.? Abr/A-a- av- 
** toMcated, they drag us by the hair, and trample 
** us under foot 


“ O Father, 
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“ O Father, would to'God that my mother hadB O O K 
“ deftroyed me at the inftant of my birth! Thou. 

** khoweft, thyfelf, that our-compliints are juft; 

“ thou haft daily inftances before thine eyes of 
“ the (ruth of my aflertlons. But the greateft 
misfortune we labour under, it is'impolliblc 
“ thou fhouldeft know. It is a melancholy cir- 
curaftance fd’r'a poor Indian woman to ferve 
her hufbmd as a flave in the fields, opprefted 
** with fatigue, and at lionae deprived of tran-"^ 
quilliiy : but it is a dreadful thing, when 
twenty years are elapfed, to fee him take ano- 
“ ther - woman, whofe judgment is not formed. 

** He attaches liimfelf to her. She, beats our 
** 'children ( ftie commands us, and treats us as 
** her fervants ; and if the leaft murmur efcaps 

“ us,, a flick raifed-.' Oh ! Father, 

‘‘ how is it ijofTib’le that we fliould bear this con- 
“ dilion? Whircanan Indian woman dd better, 

“ than to prevent lier child from Ining In a ftaie 
“ of flavery infinitely worfe than death? Would 
“ to God, O Father! I repeat it, that my mo- 
** ther had ttmeeived affcflton 'enough for me to 
“ bury me when I w as born 1 My heart would net 
have been thus affllftcd ; nor would mine eyes 
“ have been accuftomed to tears.” “ • 

‘The Spaniards, who could not pay attention Sate of 
to all the regions they difeovered, loft fight of 
Oroonoko. They did not attempt to fail up this'ny fo'-mti 
river again ‘till the year 1535, tvhcti, not having oa 
found Uiere the mines they were in fcarch' of, they 
ncglciled it. Nevenhclcf^ the ‘few who hadnoio 
been thrown upon'this fpot, devoted ibemfelves 
uiih lb much afiiduity to the culture of tobacco, 
that they delivered a-few cargoes of it every ytar 
10 the foreign \cQclswhich came to purchal'eir. 

This cont^^ba^d trade was* prohibited by the mo-' 
ther;Countr5*, and tlasweak fcttlcmcnr « as twice 
VoL. IlL G plundered 
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BOO K plundered by enterprifing pirates. ^Thefe difafters 
" occafioned it to be forgotten. It was recalled to 
^ • mind again 1111753. The commodore Nicholas 
de Ytunaga was lent there. This, prudent man 
. cllablilhcd a regular fyftem of government in the 
colony, that had formed ilfclf inienfibly in this part 
of the New World. 

In 1771* thirteen villages were feen upon the 
banks of the Oroonoko, uhich contained four 
thoufand two hundred and nineteen Spaniards, 
Meftees, Mulattoes, or Negroes ; four hundred 
and thirty one plantations ; and twelve thoufand 
eight hundred and fifty-four oxen, mules or 
horfes. ‘ 

At the fame period, the Indians, who had been 
prevaxled upon to <^uit theit favage life, were dil- 
tnbuted in forty-nine hamlets. 

Thb five of the(e which bad been under the dl- 
Tcfkion of the Jefults, computed fourteen Imndred 
and twenty-fix inhabitants, three hundred and for- 
ty-four plantations, and nine hundred and fifty- 
heads of cattle. 

Eleven of them, which arc under the direflion 
of the Francifean friars, reckoned nineteen hundred 
and thirty-four inhabitants, three hundred and five 
plantations, and nine hundred land fifty heads of 
. cattle. • 

Eleven others, which arc under the dircilion 
of the Capuchins of Arragon, computed two ihou- 
fand two hundred and eleven inhabitants, four hun- 
dred and feventy plantations, and five hundred and 
feven heads of cattle. 

The two and twenty which are under the direc- 
tion of the Capuchins of Catalonia, reckoned fix 
thoufand eight hundred and thirty inhabjtanrf, fif- 
' teen hundred and ninety-two plantations, and for- 
ty-fix thoufand heads of cattle. 


This 
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bvvnfoil', for ilie dried and laU fifh that cameBOOK 
from the coaftsj‘for the fbap, made of goat’s , . 
greafe, that was fupplied by Pmra and Trufcilloi 
mrihe crude or wrought iron that was wanted for 
ill’s manufafturcs; and for the fmall quantity tha 
it was polhblc it (hould confume of the merchar 
dife of our hemifphcre. Thcfe rcfources Ilav 
been confidcrably lefTcncd^ fince manufadlurcs. or 
the fame kind have been eftabhfhed in the neigh- 
bouring provinces i and cfpecially fince the fupe- 
lior cheapnefsof the European cottons and linens 
hath extended the ufe of them in a finguhr man- 
ner. ' Accordingly, the coimtty is fallen into the 
moft extreme flare of mifery. 

Ir'will never emerge from this fituation by it’s 
!-provifions. Not but that it*s fields are in general 
covered with fugar canes, with all* forts of com, 
with delicious fruits, and with numerous flocks. 

It svould be difficult to find a foil fo fertile, and 
cultivated with fo little expence, but, nothing 
that It’ furniflics can 'fupply foreign markets. 

It’s natural riches'muft be confumed upon the 
>fame territory that hath produced them. The 
bark is it’s only production which it lus hitherto 
been poffible -to export. ' ; 

The tree which yields this precious remedy The bark 
-hath a ftreight and rifes to a confiderable^^^g 
height when left to itfclf. Ii^s trunk and It’s prartnee 
branches arc proportioned to it’s height. The®f^''“ 
leaves, which are oppofite, and conne^cd at their oa* upon 
- bafe by an intermediary membrane or flipula, ih»* «. 
ate of an oval figutc, fpread out at the lower 
^art, and acute at. their apex^ they are very 
fmooth and of a beautiful green. From the 
axillar of the upper Iwvcs, which are fmaller, 
arife cluftcrs of flowers, icfcmbhng, at firfl fight, 
thofe of the lavender. Their calix, which is 
* ftiort, hath five divifions. The corolla form? an 

elongated 
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Kclon{;atccf'tube, Wucifh on the oinfnle, and red 
,\v1t(un; if is filled with five ftaminn, fpread out 
at the upper part,' and ‘ divided into five lobes 
finely dtniatcd. It bears upon a piflil, which 
btiR^ furmounted with a finglefi){c, occupies 
the tundus of the calix, end becomes with it a 
dry fruit, Uuncated at the upper extremity, and 
divided 'longitudinally into two half-pods full of 
fieds, and lined with a raembrarcous expan- 
fion. ' ' ' i ' 

This tree grows upon the flope of mountains, 
•The 6nly precious^ part of u is tlic' bark, known 
by ii’s febrifuge qualities^' and which requires no 
other prepararton than that of drying. The 
ihickeft was nreferred, ‘till repeated analyfcsand 
experiments had (hewn, that the thinneft poircITed 
.mod virtue • , ' . i 

TiiG inhabitants djUingutfl) three fpecies, or 
Taihet'‘threc varieties of bark The yellow and 
tlie red, which ,arc in equal cilimaiion, 'and dificr 
only in the depth of their colour ^ and the wliite, 
which being of ‘a much infertor^ quality, is noun 
great lequefi. It is diftinguiflicd by it’s leaf be- 
•ing Icfs fmooth and rounder, it’s flower whiter, ii*s 
feed larger, and it’s bark' white 'on the outfide. 
Thebar^of the good fpecies is generally brown, 
brittle, and rough on it’s furfacc, with cracks 
on it, , - ' 

Upon the borders of the river Maragnon, the 
country of Jac'n furnifhes a great deal of white 
bark; but it was imagined, for a long time," that 
theyellow and the' red were found no where but 
upon the territory of Imxz, a town founded, in 
b/ AUiutp -Mf.viaiblk* T.h? 

, moft cflcemed was that*" which grew at the' dif- 
. tance of rwo'^Ieagucs from tins place,’ Upon the 
mountain of Cajaouma ; and no longer than fifty 
years’ ago, the merchants 'ufed to endeavour ro 
' * - ^ prove 
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moft of tliem would have taken this rcfolutionjB OO k 
had the/ been employed in thofe deftrudlive la-. 
hours which have cauM fuch ravages in the 
other parts of the New World 

Some writers have fpoken with nlmoft uncx 
ampled cmhufnfm, of the Tiches which were 
firft derived from this new kingdom They make Grenada 

them amount to a fum capab^ of aftonilhing 
minds of thofe who are moft eager of the mar- and what 
\cllous Never, perhaps, was exaggeration everJ^ay 
carried fo far If the reality had only approach 
cd near to the fabulous accounts, this remarkable 
profperity would have been recorded m the pub 
lie regifter*?, as well as the ftateof all the colo 
nies that are rcnlly important Other monuments 
could have perpetuated the remembrance of ir 
Thcfe treafures have never therefore cxiflcd at any 
time, except under the pen of a few writers, na- 
turally credulous, or who AifFercd themfclves to be 
reduced by the hope of adding to the fplendour 
With which their country already (hone 

The New kingdom furmlhesatprefentthe eme- 
rald, a precious ftone, which istranfparcnr, and of 
a green colour, and which hath no greater degree 
of hardnefs than the rock cryftal 

Some countries of Europe furmfli emeralds , but 
they are of a very imperfect kind, and m little 
eAimation 

It was fora long lime believed, that emeralds 
of a bright green came from the Eaft Indies, and 
It is on this account that they have been called 
oriental This opinion hath been rejected, fince 
thofe who fupported it have not been able to name 
the places where they were found ft is now cer- 
tnn that Afiahath never (bid us any of thefe jew- 
els, except what (he lierfclf had received from the 
New Hemilphcre 

These 
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BOOK These beautiTuI emeralds, therefore, belong cer-‘ 
. tainly to America alone. The firft conquerors 'of' 

'^~~^Pcru found a great quantity of them, which they 
broke on anvils, from an opinion which thcfc ad-' 
venturers cnrertaiDcd,* that they would not break 
if they were fine. This lofs became the more fen-’ 
fibiy felt through the impoflibility of difeovering' 
the mine from whence the Incas had drawn them. 
The kingdom of New Grenada foon fuppUcd tliis 
deficiency. This'diftridl fends at prclent a Icfs' 
quantity of thefe jewels, whether it be that they 
are become more Icarce, or that they are lefs in 
fafhion in our clioaate than they were. ‘ But gold 
comes from thence in greater plenty,* and it is fup- 
phed by the provinces of Popayan and Chaco. It' 
IS obtained without much nfle, arid at no confider- 
ablc expence, ■ i ? • ’ . ^ 

This precious metal, which in olher parts 
muft be di^<d<out'of the entrails 'of' rocks, 
mountains and precipices, is here found nlmofl at 
the furfacc of the canb. It is mixed with it^'biic 
cafily feparated by wafhings, more or lefs frequent- 
ly repeated. 'The -negroes, who arc never em- 
ployed in rainesof any depth, bccaufe experience 
hath Ihewn, that the cold in thefe mines defiroyed 
them very fafi, are'thc only pcrfons.burthcned 
with thefe troublcfeme labours.* The cuftora is, 
that the flaves fliould bring to thetr mailers a cer- 
tain quantity of gold. All they can collcdl above 
this quantity’beloogs to themfcivcs, as alfo what' 
they find upon the days confecraied to reft by re-' 
ligionj but under the exprefs condition, 'that they 
Ihall provide for their fubfiftcnce during thefe ho- 
ly days. By thefe arrangements, the raoft labo- 
nous, the moft frugal, and ithe moft fortunate 
among them,' are able, fboner or laYcr, to purchafe 
their hberiy. Then they raife their eyes towards 
'' c - * the 
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the Spaniards: tlien they mix dicir blood \^ith thatB o OTC 
of tbcfe proud conquerors. 

The Coun of Madrid was'diflatisfied that a 
region, the natural advantages of whicli were con- 
tinually extolled, fhould fumifli fo few articles, 
and fo little of each. The didance of this im- 
menfe country from the center of authority, ella- 
bhlhcd at Lima for the government of all South 
America, mufi: have been one of the principal' 
caufes of this inadlivity, A more immediate fu- 
perinicndence was accordingly giv'en to it, in order 
to communicate more motion to it, and to make 
that motion more regular. The ’vlccroyalty of; 

Peru was divided into two parts. That which was 
eftablifhed in 1718, in the New kingdom of Gre- 
nada, was formed upon the North Sea, of all that 
fpace that extends from the frontiers of Mexico to 
theOroonokoi and upon the South Sea of that 
fpace which begins at Veragua and ends at Turn- 
bez.^ In the inland parts of the country Quuo was 
alfo incorporated in it, ‘ 

This new arrangement, though prudent and 
neceflary, did not at firft produce the 1 great ad- 
vantages that were cxpedled from it. 'Much time*- 
is required to form good dircdlors ; and more 
Hill, -perhaps, to cliabhlli order, and to-reflorc* 
to labour whole generations, enervated by cor- 
itnmng for two centuries in a ftateof idlenels and 
hbcrtinifm. The revoluiion hath however beguir 
to take place ; and Spain already rccciv cs fome be- 
nefit from It. ‘ * 

• Half of the gold colleflcd in tbs colony was 
fmuggled to foreigners ;-and it was chiefly by' 
thccansrs Acrato and de fa iF/acfre, drac rirrsefan-. 
deftine trade was carried on. The governmenr 
have made themfelves roaftersof the courfc of thefc 
rivers, by forts properly filuktcd.’ ^Notvrithftand-- 
ing ihefe precautions, the fmuggUng will ftill con- 
tinue. 



^RS HISTORY OF SCTTLEWENTS AMD TRADH 

B O 0 Ktinucj-ns lonj^an tlic Spaniards nr.c! their r.ctgh- 
bouts flial! lind their imereft in it j but it will 

^'^^diminifn. The Inrbowrs of the mnihcr-coimtry 
will feud a prcatcT quantity of sncTcharidifr, and 
will receive more nicials < 

The communication between one provirce, 
one cuy^ and even one \illapc and another, was 
difiicult } or impradlicable. Every traveller was 
more or Itfs c^pofed to be plundered, or maf* 
iheted by the independent Indians. Thefe cnc* 
micT, whoiwcre formerly implacable, yield, by 
degree?, to the in\iiation<v of the milHonaries 
,\vno have the cournge to go in fcarch of them, 
and to the marks of benevolence which have at 
length fucccedcd, to the _ cruelties fo generally 
pradifed in tlic New World. If this -mild fplnt 
Ihould be continued, the fav.igcs of this region 
may one day become all civilized, and have a fixed 
rcGdence, • . • / • 

^ Notvvjtustakdinc the known goodnefs of 
great part of the territory, fcvcral of tlie provinew 
lorming the New kipgdomi ufed-to draw, their 
fubfiftcncc from Europe or from North America. 
At length .the government have been, able to 
prohibit the irhporiaiion of foreign flour through- 
out the exteoeof the vice-royalty, and even to fur- 
rifh Cuba with fome. When the means fhall no 
longer be wanting, private plantations will be efta- 
bUfhed in the New. World along the coafisj but 
the difficulty and the de.arnefs of traiifport, will ne- 
ver allow the inland parts of ‘their countiy to ex- 
tend thcirjiarvefls beyond what is required for lo- 
cvl coafumptioD. - The chief vvifh of. the people 
who inhabit thefe parts, ’'is^ generally confiiicd to 
the exterfioD of ibemincs.-ft-’-^ - . -rr '> 

Eycr.Y thing announces .that tbefe mines ore,< 
jp a mannerjiinniinnerQblc jn the Newj kingdom. 
Tlie quality of the foil points thepi'oui. , Xiieal- 
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moft daily carihqual cs that happen there ntc owen BOOK 
to them It IS Irom them tint the gold mull flow, . 

\^hich the nvers habitually carry along with them , 
and It IS from them tint the gold came, which 
the Spaniards, at their firft arrival m the New 
World, took from the favages on the coafls in 
fuel) great qiiaiiliiics Thcfc arc rot mere con- 
jcdlurcs at Maraquila, at Mulb, at Pampcluna, 
at Taca3ma, and at .Canavcralcs The great 
mines^ that are found there arc going to be open- 
ed, ard It IS hoped they will not he Icfs abun- 
dant than thofe of tire valley of Neyta, whiclt 
fur feme time paft have been worked with Ib 
much fuccefs Thcfc new treafures will all 
unite themfehes to thofe of Chaco and Popayan 
in Santa Fi de Bogota, the capital of the mcc- 
Tojalty 1 

Tun city is fiiuaied at the foot of a ftcep and 
cold mountain, at the entrance of n vaft and 
fuperb plain In 1774, u contained fetenteen 
hundred and feventy houfes, three ihoufand two 
hurdred and forty fix, familit*, and fixtecn thon- 
fand two hunored and thiriy-thrce inhabuints 
Population muft ncceflanly increafe there, fince 
It IS the feat of government, the place where the 
coin IS ilricken, the flaple of trade, andlafll}, 
fince u IS the rcfidencc of an archbifhop, whofe 
immediate junfdidlion extends over thirty oncj 
Spaoifh villages, which a’’c called towns, overj 
one hundred and ninety-fit e Indian colonies, an-i 
ciently fubdued , and over eight and twenty mif- 
fions, eftabhfhed in. modern times This arch 
bifhop hath likewife, as metropolitan, a fort of 
infpeilioa over the diocefes of Qtiito, of Panama, 
of Caraccas, of Saint Martha, and of Canhagena 
It IS by this laft plape, though at the diftaqce of 
one hundred leagues, and by the river Magda- 
lena, that Santa Fe keeps up it’s commuijica- 

tien 
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BOOKtion with-Europe.. ,Thc’-famc route ferves/for' 
Quito. , ■ *•’, -r . ' 

Rewark- ’ ffTwis -provjncc js of immcnfc cxtcntj but-thc't 
abicfm^u- greaicft part' of. this- vaft fpace is full of forefls,-' 
3*’^ defcris,< in which Vvc meet with 
■» 5 nce™f nothing* but a few wandering favag^s, at great irir ‘ 
Quito. tervals of diflance. iThe only' part that can pro- ; 
perly be faid to be occupied,' and'^governed by the.’ 
Spaniards,’ is a valley of foutfcorc, leagues iti'; 
lengthj. and fifteen^in breadth,', formed % two 
brandies of the Cordclcirias. . f'” 

This is one of the fineft countries in the world.' 
Even in the center,* of the torrid zone,- fpring here 
is' perpetual. Nature hath ebrnbinedi- under -the’ 
line that covers fo tnany:feas and fo little' land,’ 
every circumftancc that could moderate the ar-' 
dent heat of that beneficent conftellation,- which' 
is the caufe of univcrfal fertility: th’efc ore; the- 
elevation, of the -globe in this fu'mrnit of itV 
fphere* the vicinity of -mountains of.'immenfe’ 
height and extent, ..and always '.covered -with 
fnows ; 'and continual winds which refrefh- the*, 
country the whole year, by interrupting theTorcc > 
of the I perpendicular, rays of ,hear.j;'Nevcrthelefi,‘ 
after a mornirg -which is ^ufiially delightful, va-',* 
pours begin’ to anfe about one or two o’clock 'in > 
the'forcnoon. The'fley-is covered .with gloomy' 
cfoudsi which arc 'changed -into ftorms. *Then*' 
the whole atmofphcre is illuminaiedi and appears 
to be fet on fire^by lightning ; and the thunder' 
makes the mountains refound with <a terrible’- 
noife. To "thefe,..dreadful earthquakes are fome-J 
times*added ; at 'other fimes rain or -funfhine'’ 
prevails, without iotermiffion- for fifteen days to- 
gsfi^er i ahi Vnen T^ncrc fjs au' tmtverTa’j conTter-’* 
nation. The' excels of moitluic fpoils what' is- 
fown, and drought produces ■ dangcrous"dif- 
eafes. . . : . ‘ 
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'But, if we ' except thefe unljappy accidents, 00 K 
which are extremely rare, the climate is one of 
the 'moil wholcfomc. The air is fo pure, that 
thofe naufedus infe^is arc there unknown whicli 
infcfl almoll the wliolc of America. Though 
licentioiirncfs and ncglcft render venerea! com* 
plaints here almoft general, the people fuffer' 
very little from them Thofe who Iiave inherited 
this contagious diftemper, or who ha\e actjtiircd 
it, grow old equally without danger and without 
inconvenience. 

The moifturc and die a^don of the fun being 
continual, and always fufficicnt to unfold and 
ftrenglhen the (hoots, the agreeable piilute of 
the three moft beautiful fc-ifons of the year is 
continually prcfenicd to the eye of the Inhabit- 
ants. In proportion as^thc graft withers, Frcfli’ 
graft fpringsupi and the enamel of the meadows 
IS hardly pall, but it appears frefli. The trees 
arc inceflantly covered with green leaves, adorned 
with odoriferous flowers, and always laden with' 
fruit ; thc’coloiir,’ form, and beauty of which nrc 
continually varying 'in all their fcveral progreifivc 
flares, from their firft appearance 'to their matu- 
rity. The corn advances in 'the fimc progreflion 
of fertility that is always renewing. ‘ At one view 
one may behold the new'-fbwn feed fpringing up,’ 
fome that is grown larger and fpiked with ears, 
fome turning ycllowV and fome under the reaper’s^^ 
fcyihe. The whole year is palled in fowing and" 
reaping, within the compafs of the famc*liorizon.’' 

This conflant variety depends On the’diverfity of 
the expofures. ’ * , - ' 

•Accordingly, this is the moft populous pare RcafoM 
of the continent of America, Tiierc are ten 
twelve thoufand inhabitants at Sc. Michael d’lbar-Quitour# 
ra. Eighteen or twenty thoufand at Otabalo'. Ten 

‘ or 
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BOOKor twelve thoufand at Latacunga. - Eig]itccn''or 
twenty "ttioxifand at Riobamba. Elgin on ten. 
as It is. thoufand at Hambato. From five and twenty to 
Labouxi thirty/ thoufand at Cuenfa. i Ten tlioufand at 
babiwnu. fix thoufand at Zumara. The country, 

* places do not afford a lefs number of men than the 
towns. ' ♦ » ■ , , * ' 

• Population would certainly be left confider- 
able, if, as in many other places, the people 
had X been ^buried » in -the. mines. Numbcrlefs 
•writers have blamed the inliabitants of this diftrift 
for not haying continued ‘to work the mines that 
'were opened at the time of the conquefi, 'and for 
having ncglefted thofe that have been fuccefijvely 
difeovered. Tins reproach appears to be ' ill- 
'foundeej to, enliglitened perfons,' who have an 
opportunity of examining nearly into thefe mat- 
ters* Their.opmion in general iSj^that the mines 
of thiadiftrift are not 'lufficienilV' plentiful to de- 
fray the neceflary expences of working them. 
■We^fhaU'noc pretend to decide upon this difpute, 

Ncverlheleft, if we do but juft confider, the pallion, 
‘which the Spaniards have always fhcvvn ,for the 
•kind of wc'alth, which, without hny labour on their 
parts, coft nothing more than the blood of their 
flaves, we ihall be nidticed to think, that nothing 
hut a total impoflibiliiy, evinced by repeated ex- 
perience^ ,can have determined them to refift their 
natural propenfityj and ihe urgenffolicirationsof 
the mother country. ^ ~ t 

. In ' the country of Quito, the manufaftures 
keep thofe' perfons employed, who in other parts 
are enervated by the mines ^ Many hats, cotron.% 
-and coarfe Ivoollen cloths are Tabricaicd there. 

. II'lViV iT.b? pvWow c?f VftfATiVi'y’ ovf chci^ im:An\rsv 
i confumed in the difFcrcnt* countries of South 
’America, Quito paid for the wines, brandy,' and 
[ oils, which it was not allowed to procure from it’s 
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only foil • for the 3ncd and felt fifh tint came B O o K, 
from the coads’; for the foap, made of goat’s , _^-r^ 
wreafe, that v/as fopplied by Piura and Trufcilloi 
lor the crude or wrought iron that was wanted for 
it’s manufadlurcs ; and for the fmall quantity that 
it was pofliblc it -Ihould confome of the merchan- 
dife of our hemifphcre. Thcfe refoiirces liave 
been confidcrably leffcncd, fince mantifeftures of 
the fame kind have been cftabfiflicd inthc neigh- 
bouring provinces; and clpcciafly fince the fijpe- 
rior cheapnefs of the European cottons'and linens 
hath extended the ufe of them in a Angular man- 
ner, Accordingly, the country'is fallcrr into thi 
moft extreme- date of mifcry. ’ 

• ‘ It will never emerge from this fituation by it’s 
provifions. ' Not but that -ii’s-ficldsarc in general 
covered with fugar canes..\>ith alUforts of cornj 
with delicious fruits, and with numerous docks. 

It would be difiicult to find-a foil fo fertile, and 
cultivated with fo little expence ; but nothing 
that it fumifhes can fupply foreign market^ 

It’s natural riches muft be confumed upon the 
fame territory that liaili produced them. The 
bark is it’s only produflion which it has hitherto 
been pofliblc to expo^. 

The tree which jiclds this precious remedy The bark 
hath a dreight ftem, and rifes to a coafiderablc 
height when left to iifclF. It’s trunk and it’ ^ province 
branches arc proportioned to it*s height. Theof^-o, 
leaves, which arc oppofite, and connefted at their 
bafe by an intermediary membrane or flipula, this re- 
arc of an“oval figure, fpread out at tlic lower 
part, and acute at their apex ; they are very 
iinooth aid -of "si beaacifof green.' From dre 
^illaa of the upper leaves, which arc (mailer, 
arife clufters of flowers, rcfcrabling, avfirfl fight, 
thofe of the lavender. ‘Their calix, which is 
fhortj’hath fitc-divifions. "The corolla forms an 
' • clorgatcd 
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BOOK elongated tube, ’ blueiHi on the butfidc, and jed” 
within;' it is filled >vdth five ftamina," fpread^out 

' at the upper parr,"and divided- intoefive -lobes 

..finely dentated. It bears. upon-'aipiftil, -which 
being furmounted wlthra finglc ftyJe, .occupies 
the :fundus of the.calix, and becomes with;it. a 
dry fruit, j truncated at the' upper extremity, and 
divided longitudinally into , two -half-pods full of 
feeds, ‘and lined 'With, a .membraneous’ expan 
lion.^ It ,, , t f - 

.'-This tree grows upon the flopcof mountains. 
The only precious part of ,it is the bark, known 
by.its febrifuge qualities, and which ‘requires no 
other preparation than that ,of'drying.p .The 
thickeft was preferred, hill repeated ’anatyics iind 
experiments had fhewn, that, the vhinneft poflefied 
moft virtue. i • s: f,- i ^ 

> The. inhabitants diftinguilh three fpecieV-®^ 
rather- three, varieties of. bark.- The yellow 'and 
the red, which are in equal efiimation, and di^r 
only in the depth of their colour; and the white, 
which being of a much infcrior.qnaIity,jis not in 
great' requeft.' It is diftinguifhed , by. us -leaf be- 
ing lefs finooth and rounder, it’s flower whiter. It’s 
Iced larger, and .it’s bark white on the‘Outfide. 
The bark of the good Ipccies is generally brown, 
brittle, and rough on, Us fuiface,-with cracks up- 
on it. t ‘ •- . j 

, Upon the borders of the river Maragnon, the 
country .of Jaen furniflies a great deal of white 
bark : but it was imagined, for a long time, that 
the yellow and the jcd were found no where but 
upon the territory, of Loxa, » town* founded, in 
1546, by Caprain Alonzo dc Mercadillo. ,The 
moft efteemed was that which' grew at. the dif- 
tance of two leagucsTrom this place, upon the 
mountain of Cajanunta; and no longer than fifty 
years ago, the tneichants ufed to endeavour to 
f ' prove 
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'prove by certificates, tbai the bark which iheyB O O K 
fold came from that celebrated fpot. In cndea- 
vounng to cncreafe the quantity collefted, ’ the 
old trees were deftroyed, and the new ones were 
not fuffcred to come to their tximplete growth ; 
fo that the talleft of them arc at prcfent fcarcc 
three toifcs high. This fcarcity occafioncd the 
trees to be fearchcd for in other places. At 
length the fame tree was dlfcovcred at Riobamba, 
at Cuen9a, in the neighbourho.d of Loxa ; and 
fbill more recently at Bogota m the 'New King- 
dom. ’• 

The bark was known at Rome in 1639 The 
jefuits, who had brought it there, diftnbuted it 
gratis to, the poor, and Ibid it at an exorbitant 
price to the rich. The year following, John de 
Vega, phyfician to a vice-queen of Peru, who 
had expenenced the falutary cfTcfls of if, efta- 
bhlhed it in Spain at a hundred crowns a pound*. 

JThjs (remedy foon acquired great reputation^ 
which it maintained till the mhabitanis of Loxa, 
not being able to fupply the demands that were 
made on them, thought of mixing other barks 
with that for which there was fb much demand. 

This fraud dimmilhed the confidence that had 
been placed in the bark. JThe mcafures taken 
by the court of Madrid to remedy lb dangerous 
an impofition, were not entirely fuccefsful. The 
late difcovenes hare been more effetRual than 
authority, in putting a ftop 10 this adulteration. 
Accordingly, the ufc of the remedy hath become 
more general, cfpecially m England. 

It IS a generally received opinion, that the na- 
tives of the country were very anciently acquaint- 
ed with' the bark, and that they hadrccourlc to 
It’s Virtues in' intcrmiiccm fevers It was fimply 

» 1*1. IM. ’ * s 

infufed 
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BOO Kinfiired in water, and tfiC'Jiqnor given to'the pa- 
, tient to drink, Jrec of tlie-^refidiu'irn ^ M Jofeph * 
^de Juflieu taught them no make the extradt ^from 
It, the ufc oF which is much prefeHble to tl«^oF 
the bark in kind ^ i i » t i 

This Eotamft, the moft intelligent oF (iiofe, 
whom their zeal fcr the improvement of natural 
hiftory hath -earned into th^ SfJinifii^ pdfrcllions 
in tlic N^w \Vor 1 d, had Formed -a raucli hiore 
cjitcnFive plan He went o^er moft of the moun- 
tains of &ulh Amenca^witTi incredible fatigues', 
and was juft going to enrich Europe with the 
valuable dtfeovenes he had made, when Ins pa- 
pers were ftolcn from him Ah excellenc me 
mory might^iartly have repaired this misfortune, 
bat hewas alfo dep ved of this refourcc There 
was great want of a phyijcian'“aiid an engineer in 
Peru M de Juflieu pofleiTed all the knowledge 
winch thefe two pfofefiions tequired, ard the 
government of the tountry called upon him to 
empio) his talents in this double capacity Theft 
new cmplojmerts were accompanied with fo 
many contradidlions, (b much dilgiift and in- 
gratitude, tliat tins excellent man could i ol bear 
up againft tb-m His irind was toiallj deranged, 
when, in 1771, licnaa embarked, without fhr- 
luiie, for a country which he had qliuted fix and 
thirty years N'cithcr the government which liad 
fent him to the other hcmilphere, nor tint whicli 
had detained him there, condcfccnded ro take 
anj care of his future dcftiny, which would in- 
deed have been deplorable, had it 1 ot b-cn for 
the terdemefs of n brother, as rcrpcflible for his 
virtues as celebrated for his 1 nowlcdg- The 
Worthy repbews orM Bernard de Julfieu hare 
jnhenicd iljfir uncTe’a aircrnon to tbisinroriu- 
nate iravcllerj \ boded ui 177^ May til s 
conduct of a lairil), whofe naire is illuftnous in 

the 
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il e jfciences, fcr\e as a model to all thofe, BOOK 
vho, either for their h-ippmcls or their misfor- ^ ■ 
Tune, apply themfelses to ^the cultivation of lite- 
rature! 

M JOSEPH t>E Jussieu* who found that the 
p-oplejnd received with docility the inftmdlions 
ie had qivcii them rerp'^ding tie bark, endea- 
voured nl'o to perlinde tjiem to improve b> con- 
flant‘atid regular *.ttention, the v ild cochineal 
which the coiinir) ufclf Uippird their mnnufac- 
lures with, nrd the coarlc c nranon vvliich they 
drev/ from Qi^i'^as and Macas bit his advice 
Inih hitherto had ro effetT, whether it be that 
the'e produCkiQ IS have iiot been found fufceptibJe 
of anv improvement, or whether no pains have 
b*cv\ to b nt; \t '\b'>ut 

Tuc Uft conjecUire- v;iU appear the moft pro- 
bable to thofe who have a proper idea of the 
makers of tl c countr) S'lllmo cgcnerally than 
the Oihcr Spiiifli Amencans, they live in a flatft 
of Hli-ncfa trom vsluch nothing can roufe llicm, 
and in dLbaiiclrties v hich no motive can inter 
Tupi Thtfe manners are more particularly 
the m nners of the pcrlbns, whofe refidence* 
from birtli, employments, or fortune, is fixed 
n th™ cuj of Qnito, the capital of the province, 
and very agreeably built upon the dcdivjty of the 
celebrated mountain of Pitchincln Pifty thou- 
fa id Indians, or Negroes, aUurcd by 

thefe feducing examples, alfo inkft this fpot 
with tht r vices, and lu particular carry their 
paflinn for rum, ai d for gainng, to an cxcefs 
il'’t is u’'kno\vn m the other great cities of the 
New \\ orld , I - 

But, n order to relieve our imagination fromDg 
filch a number of difirciTingpi^ures, whit?’, per 
h“ps, 1 ave too much taigagcd our attention, let us^f" 
lor a moment quit thefe bloody fccnes, and let ustaio 
Vou 111 H enter 
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BOOKcnter into Peru, fixmg our contemplation upon 
. thofe frightful mountains, where learned and bold 
aftronomers went to zneaCme the figure of the 
earth Let us indulgh ourfelves in thofe fenfations 
which they undoubtedly experienced, and which 
every traveller, learned or ignorant, mull expe- 
rience, wherever mture prefents him with fuch a 
feene Let us even be allowed to throw oiit/ome 
general conjectures relpcCting the formation of 
mountains 

At the fight of thole enormous mafies, which 
rife to fuch prodigious hejglits above the humble 
furface of the earth, where almoft all mankind 
have fixed their refidcncc, of thofe mafles, which, 
on one fpot are crowned with impenetrable and 
ancient forefis, that Inve never refounded with 
the Aroke of the hatchet, and which prefent, on 
another, nothing more tlian a barren and dreary 
furface, which m one country reign in fedate 
and filciit majefty, that flops the cloud in it’s 
courfe, and breaks the impetuofity of the wind , 
while in another, ihej keep tlie traveller at a 
diAance from their fummits by ramparts of ice 
that furround them, from the center of which 
\ollejs of flame ifllie forth, or frighten him who 
attempts to afccnd them, with horrid and con 
cealed caverns digged on each fide mafles, 
fevcral of which give vent to impetuous torrents 
dcfcending with dreadful noife from their open 
fides, or to rivers, ftreams, fountain*:, and boi! 
irgfprings, all of them fpreading their refrefliirg 
fhade over the plains that furround them, and 
aflbrding them a fucceffive fhelter againft the 
heat of the fun, from the moment that lummarj 
gilds their tops at the time of it’s nfing, till 
lint of ns letting, it this afpeft, I fiy, every 
man isfivt with aflonifliment, and the inquirer in- 
to rature it led iito rcflcftio^s 


He 
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' He alk3 hlmfelf, who it is that hath given birth B 
here to Ve^^v^us, to Etna, to the Appehines, 
and here to the Cordeleiiias? Thefe ifloantains, 
are they as old as the world, have they been 
produced in an inftant, or is’ the' ftony particle 
that is detached from' them more -ancient than 
they are.? Can they be the .-bones of a fkeleton, 
of which the other terreftrial fabftances are the 
flefh ? Are they diftindl mafles, or do they hold 
together by one great common trunk of which 
they are fo many branches, and which ferves as a 
foundation to thcmfelvcs, and as a bafis for every 
thing that covers them ? ^ ’ 

If we agree with one* philolbpher : “ The 
“ center of the earth being-occupicd'by an im- 
^ menfe refervoir of waters,* the fubftance that 
“ contained them fuddenly burft. The catarads 
** of the Iky were immediately opened, and 
“ the whole globe 'was confounded and funk 
“ under water. The fabulous account of chaos 
“ was renewed, and the earth did not begin to 
‘‘'extricate itfelf from this ftate, *iill the time 
'** when the ’different materials precipitated, 'ac- 
** cording -to the laws 'of gravity, by which they 
“ were fuccclllvely impelled ; the layers of thefe 
'* (cveral heterogeneous ' fubftances were heaped 
“ one upon another, and raifed their fummits 
“ above the furface of the waters, whicli went to 
“ dig a bed for ihemfelves in the plains." 

Another philofophcr obferves; “That 'thefe 
“ caufes are infufiicient to explain this phsno- 
“ mcnon, without ihe‘iolcrvcntion and approach 
“ of a- comet, which he calls forth fiom the vaft 
“ regions of fpace where thefe bodies lofc thcra- 
“ felvcs. The column of watery he fays, which 
“ this comet- drew along with it, was jomed by 
“ thofe whicli rofe from the fubterrancan abyfs, 

“ and ihofc winch d-feended from the atmofphcre. 

Ha “ Thi 
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“ The -idlion of ihc comet mlde them nfe abitc 
“ ilic higlicft mountain^ wlucli were already t'c- 
“ iftjng, and from die fedimcni of this deluge 
“ they were reproduced.'* 

A THIRD writer trc.it5 all thefc opinions as 
idle dreams, .and fajs, “Let us cafl our c>es 
around us, and we ftiaU fee the mountains 
“ nfing from the \cty element tint deftroys 
“ them it is fire which Inrdens the foft lasers 

** of the cnrih, ic is tln(, which, affifted in it’s 
“ expanfion by air and by water, throws them 
“ up, and drives their fummits into the clouds , 
It IS that which burfts tliem and forms their 
“ immenfc catdrois Every mountain is a 
“ volcano, whicli is either preparing, or hath 
ccafed.” » 

Tucsl opinions arc again .coiuradiflcd by a 
mofl eloquent modern writer, the charms of 
whofe language, while I lillcn to u, fcatce leave 
me at liberty to judge of Ins opinion He fays: 
“ In the beginning there were no mountains 
The fiirface of the globe was uniformly co» 
“ vered with waters, which were not, however, 
“ in a ftate of reft The aflion of ihb faiellitc 
that accompanies the earth agitated them, even 
“ to ihcif greateft depth, with the motion of 
** ebb and flow which we now fee imprefTed 
“ upon riicm At each ofcillatory motion, thefc 
“ waters dragged along with them a portion of 
** fcdiment, which they depofited upon a pre- 
“ ceding ponton It is from thefe depofit% con- 
“ tinucd through a long fcrics of ages, that the 
lasers of the earth have been formed , and the 
enormous maOcs, that aftonifli us, arc thefc 
“ layers accumulated Time is nothing to na- 
“ ture , and the flighteft caufe, ailing unintcrj 
“ ruptedly, IS capable of producing the greateft 
“ efitils .The imperceptible and continued ac- 

“ tion 
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non of the venters hath therefore formed theBOOk 
“ nlountams, and it is the ftill more impercep- . 
tible, and not kfs continued, a^lion of a \a- 
pour that foftens them, and of a wnd tint 
“ dries them up, w Inch lowers them from day to 
day, and will at length reduce them to a le\e| 

“ \/ith the plain* Then the waters will again 
be fpread uniformly o\cr the equal fiirface of 
“ the earth Then tlie firft phrenomenon will 
“ be rene»ed, and wlo knows how often the 
mounfurs ha\c been deKroyed and repro- 
duced ?’* ’ 

At thefe words the Obferver Lehmann frailcs, 
a-'d, prefc iiiiig to me ilie book of the JewilTi Le- 
giflator, together w uh hts own, (ays to me “ Re- 
♦* fpe^^t this book, and condefeend to call thtne 
** eyes upon mire" Lehmann hath explained, 
in his third volume of his Art of Mines, his ideas 
upon the formation of the layers of the earth, aud 
upon the produilions of mountains His fyftem 
>s founded on conftan: and repeated obfervations 
made by himfclf, with a very uncommon degree 
of fagacity, and with n labour, the affiduity of 
which weean fcarce conceive They comprehend 
the fpace from the fioitiets of Poland lo the bor- 
ders of the Rhine The amlogy which renders 
them applicable to fcveral other regions, recom 
merds the knowledge of them to men w!io are 
ftiidious of nntiirnl hiftory , and although he ac- 
tnbuics the form uion of the layers of the earth to 
a d-Uig- , the fa^ls avuIi wh ch he fupports his er- 
guTcms arc i ot the Icfs certain, nor his difcovc- 
rics the lefs intcrcftirg 

Hr diftngtulhis three kinds of mountains. 

The amullivian, or primitive, the pod diluvian, 
and tl c mo ietn The fiift, which are of dider- 
ent clevaijon, nrc the liighcd They arc (cldom 
found vliftirft, but arc i Uiallv forrrVvd into c' ains 

Tic 
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BOO K The 'declivity of them' is fteep. They^are fur^ 
founded on all fides by the poft-diKivian moun- 
tains, or fuch as are compofed of layers.* The fub- 
ftaiice of tiiem is more homogeneoiisj the portions 
of them lefs different,^ their beds are alwa>s per- 
pendicular, and thicker.’ Their roots defeend to 
a depth which is ftill unknown. The ores they 
contain, run In the longitudinal direftion of the 
mountain. Thofe in the poft-diliivlan mountains 
are difpofed in layers: winch are formed of dif-‘ 
ferent fubftances The laft of thefe, or that 
which is at the balls, is always of coal. ■ The 
or that which is neared the fummit, alw'hys fur- 
nidtes fait fprings. The mountains never fail to 
terminate in the former. They fupply copper, 
lead, quickfilver, iron, and even filver, but in 
leaves, and capillaceous. But they would deceive 
our avidity if we cxpe«ded to find gold tn them. 
The mountains which produce this metal are the 
work of a deluge. ' > . > ' ' 

* The modern mountains produced by fire, by 
water, and by an’ infinite number of various and 
recent accidents, exhibit in their internal parts, no- 
thing but brokerf layers, a confufed mixture of all 
kinds of fubftances, and all the marks t>f fubver- 
fion and'diforder. ' “ * < . 

It Is in vain that nature had concealed the pre- 
cious metals in the roidft of ihefe'hard and moft 
compadl mafles: our cupidity hath broken them. 
This circumftance, however,' would not call for 
our cenfure, if we could fay of the men employ- 
ed in thefe dreadful lal^urs, what we read of 
them in Calliodoriis : ** They go down poor into 
the mines., and come out of them wealthy. 
They enjoy a kind of riches which no man dares 
“ to take away from them. They arc the only 
perfonswhofe fortune is neither fullied by rapine 
or mcannefs.’* 

Europeaks, 
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EaROPEANS,*refle£t uf^n what this judiciousB O O K 
writer adds: To acquire* gold by facrificiag ^ 
“ men, is a crime. To go in fearch of it acrofs 
“ the perils of^the fea, is a folly. To amafs it 
“ by corruption and vices, is bale.' The only 
f‘ profits that’ are juft, and honeft, arc thofe that 
“ arc acquired without injury to any perfon ; and 
t* we never can pofiefs, without remorfe, what we 
“ have obtained at the cxpence of other men’s 
“ happinefs” ' 

j And you, in order to have gold, you- have 
gone acrofs the feas. In order to have gold, you 
nave invaded other countries. In order to have 
gold, you have mafiacrcd the greateft part of the 
inhabitants. In order to have ^Id, you have pre^ 
cipitated into the bowels of the earth thofe whom 
your daggers had fpared.- In order to have gold, 
you have introduced upon the earth the infamous 
trade of mankind and flavery. la order to have 
gold, you repeat the fame crimes every day. May 
the chiraerjcal idea of Lazarro Moro be realized i 
and may fubterrancous flames fet on fire at once 
all thofe mountains of which you have made fo 
many dungeons, where innocence expires, for fe- 
veral ages paft } - v , . 

This ciufe would-firft fall upon the Cords- Natural 
Icirias, or Andes, which cut almoft the whole 
■ America -through it’s length, and the different 
branches of,\vhich extend thcmfclves irregularly pshffo 
in it’s breadth. It is particularly under the Line,“^^*'^’ 
and at Peru, 'that thefe mountains awe ns by 
their majcftic appearance. Through ,‘the en- 
ormous heaps of fnovv that cover the moft con- 
i?utnf6iV of tiicm, it may caihy 6e a’li^ernca’, 
that they formerly were volcanos. The clouds 
of fmoke, and gufts of .-flame, which ftill iffue from 
fome of them, cannot allow «s to have the Icaft 
doubt refpe^ing the eruptions. Chimboiaco, 
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ft the htgheft of them, ? nd which is near tliree 
thowfand tud hundred -and twenty loiies abo%e 
the level of the fea,< is more tinn one-third 
higher than the Peak of Tcnenflc, the loftieft 
hiountain of thcfancicnt hcmifphere. The Pit- 
chincha, ard the Caramon, 'which have pnnclpil- 
ly ferved for taking the obfervattons upon the fi- 
gure of the earth,’ have only two thouf.uid four 
.hundred and thirty, and two thoufand four hun- 
'dred and feventy loifes; and it is, however, at 
this height that the mofi Intrepid travellers 'have 
'been-obhged to ftop. Eternal (hows have liitherto 
Tendered lummiis of greater height inacccOible, v 
' ' A pi^XiK, which IS from thirty to fifty leagues 
in breadth, and is raifed one ihoufand nine liuil- 
•Sred ard forty-nine toifes above theictcl of the 
ocean, ferves as the bafis to ihefe a^oniflitng 
'‘rrountains. Part of this vaft fpace Is occupied by 
‘lakes more or left confiderable. That of Titi- 
caca, which receives ten or twelve large rivers, 
"and fcveral fmall ones, is fei'cnty toifes m depth, 
'and fourfeore leagues in circumference'} In the 
midft of it there rifes an ifland, where the legif- 
Jators of Peru pretended to have received their 
-birth. They 'owed it, as they faid, 'to the Sun, 
who had 'prcfcribed to them to cftabhfh his wor- 
. flitp, to raifemankiild from a ftate of birbarifm, 
and to 'give them beneficent laws. 'This fable 
. rendered the f^t venerable ,/and one Of the moll 
auguft temples In » the empire was’ conftruiled 
- upon It, Pilgrims rcfbrtcd to it in crowds from 
the provinces, with offerings of gold, filver, and 
jcwcl'5 It IS a' tradition generally received n 
the country, that at the. arrival of the Spaniards, 
the pneits and rfie infiabiCants tfirew aff thefe 
' riches into the waters, as they liad before dore'at 
s Cufco,/in another Jake, fix leagues to the fouth 
of that' celebrated capital, prom moll of the 

lakes 
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lakes tbefea're torrents IfTmug; which,' in procefsB o o K 
of time, ’have digged ravines of a tremendous , ^ 

‘depth. At the 'fummit of them the mines are 
hfuallj' found \h'a' foil generally arid.- It is a lit- 
tle below this that the corn grows, and the cattle 
feed : In the bottom the fugaf, the fruits, and the 
•maize are cultivated.’ ' • ' 

The coaft, -which is of an immenle length, - 
-and ’from- eight to twenty leagues in breadth, 
which extends from the plain we', have been 
fpeaking of to the fca, and which is known to us 
by the name of the Valleys, is nothing but a heap 
of 'fand. Solitude' and eternal barrennefs fccm'ki 
if they were intended to belong to this ung'fateful 
foil. ■ •'■ ; ;• ■ 

'Nature varies,” and in a very remarkable 
manner, in tills uneven 'territory. The moft 
elevated places are 'perpetually covered with 
fnow. After this come the 'rocks ■ and naked 
fands. Beneatli thefe feme mbfies begin to fhow 
themfclvtfs. ’Lower down is-the'Icho, a' plant 
which they burn, fomewhii rcfcrobling rufhest and 
which grows longer 'and ftrongcr in proportion as 
one defeends. At length the trees make their ap- 
pearance, to'the number of three fpecics, particu- 
lar to thefe mountains,' and which, all of them, 
announce in* their ftruclurc, and • their foHa^, 
the fcvcriiy of the climate that produces them. 

' The moft ufeful of thefe trees is the Caflis. It 
is weighty ;• hath feme fubftance, and is lalling: 
and thefe qualities have occafioncd 5t to be deftin- 
ed to the labours of. the mines. Thefe large ve- 
getable produfliors arc not to be met with under 
3 ' milder Iky, a.nd they arc ohly replaced by a 
ftnall number of others of a dirferent quality! 
Tbere-vvould rot even be anyone fpecies in the 
vallits, if fomc had not been ebaveyed there, v/hich 
have become naturalized. 

Ik 
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ROOK Ik tills rfj'ion, the air liaih on evident Influence 
. upon the conflitntion of the inhabitants. Thofe 

Orcura. o* ihc mofl (.Uvatcd diicrii^s arc fiibjcft to aflh- 
fiVncrt in tnas, plciuifics, to pulmonary complaints, and to 
rioLn-^^* rlieumnirms. Thefe difcafcs, whlcli arc danger- 
itiuf. ous to ail individuals that are/eizrd with them, are 
j'hmi comiro .ly mortal to any one tliat hatli conira^cd 
1 "s «tf I'e- venereal maladies, or is add died to flrong liquors ; 
ti a tfer .T'd this is unforiunatcly the ufiial flatc of thofe 
who ate born in thefe climates, orliave been led 
into them by avarice. 

^ TursE calamities do not cflldl the inferior 
mountains} but other fcourges, AiU more fatal, 
are fiibdituted to them. Putrid and intermittent 
Fevers, tir.known in the countries we have been 
mentioning, are habitual there. They arc fo 
eafU) cauglit, that travellers arc afraid to come 
near the places that arc infedled with them. 
They are frequently fo contagious, that not a 
Angle man uouid cfcapc the intcdlion, if them- 
liabitanis did'not abandon their villages, m order 
to return to them again wlicn a frcin fenfon hatli 
purified them. It was not thus, in the .time of 
the Incas. But fince the Spaniards have intro- 
duced the fugar enries into the 'narrow gorges of 
the mQuniau.s, where the aic circulates with dif- 
ficulty, there arife, from the moiftcned foil which 
this cultivation requires, infedlions vapours, which, 
being heated by the rays of the burning fun, be- 
come fatal. f * , 

^ Thk tertian, and other intermittent fevers, arc 
fcarcc Icfs common or lets obftinate in the valjies 
than in the gorges of the mountains : but they 
are infinitely Tefs dangerous , they are feldom at- 
tended with fatal confequences, except in the coun- 
try places where no helps are to be had, and wlicrc 
precautions arc neglccled. 


Another 
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BOOK To ibis tumulc 10 ihe nir is added the tumbling 

^ the earth, ibe cavihes and deep recefles of 

\ Inch re echo each other s noifcs The dog^ 
anfwcr thefe previous tokens of a genet''! difbrdcf 
of nature, by howling m an e\traordiniry man- 
ner The animals ftop, and, by a natural inftirdl, 
fpread out their legs that they may not fall 
Upon thefe indications, the inhabitants mftantly 
run out of their houfes, and fly to fearch, ui the 
cnclofures of public places,, or in the fields, an 
afylum from the fall of ilieir roofs The cries of 
children, the lamentations of women, the fudden 
darknefs of an unexpedled night, every thing 
combines to aggravate the too real evils of a dire 
calamity which iubverts ever) things by the ev 
cruciating tortures of the imagination, which is 
diftrcfled and confounded, and iofes, in the con 
ttmplanon of this dilbidcf, the thought add con 
ra^e to remedy it 

The divernty of alpefls under which volcanos 
have prefented ihemfclvcs, to one of our mofl: 
indefatigable and intelligent obfervers, hath 
pointed out to him diflerent periods, feparated 
irom each other by intervals of time fo confider 
able, that the firfl; formation of our planet is 
thrown back by ih-m to a degree of antiquity at 
which our imag nation is flariled At the firll of 
thefe periods, the volcanos throw out from their 
fummits fire, fmoke, ard aflies, and pour out 
torrents of lava from their fides that are laid 
open At the f-cond, they arc all of them extin 
guilhed, and exhibit nothing but an immenfe cal 
dron At the third, the air, the ram, tile wind, 
the cold, and the Iifne, have deflroyed the cal 
dron or crater, and nothing but a hillock remains 
At the fourth period, thu hillock, deprived of 
ns covering, difcovers a knd of nidu5, which 
bcu g deftroyed by time, I a cs nothing bfit the 
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place where ihe mountain and volcano haveex-BOOK 
ifled; and ’this ftate conftitntes a fifth period. . 

From the center of this place caufeways of lava 
are extended to a diftancc; and thtfe caufeways, 
whether entire or broken, or reduced into fepa- 
ratc fragments, are ftill as many other periods, 
between each of which we may infert as many 
years, ns many ages, or ?s many thoulands of ages 
as we choofe. One thing however is certain, that 
one of thefe periods, v/hichever of them w'c may 
choofe, is not conne£led, in the memory of man, 
with that which (iicceeds ft m the courle of nature. 

The principle, therefore, that from nothing no- 
thing can be produced and thedeftnuftion of be- 
ing^, which by being changed into others, fhew us 
that nothing is a'lnihilated, (ccra to announce an 
eternity which hath preceded, fin eternity whicli 
will follow, and the co-exiftence of the Great Ar- 
clntcft with his wonderful work. ' . ^ 

The climate exlubits feme very reniaikable 
firgularittcs in the Upper Peru, t The inhabitants 
experience oa the fame day, ibmetimss in the 
fame hour, and alv%a)5 in a\cry fiiort fpace of 
time, the temperature of the two oppofite zones, 

Tliolc who come there from the \alie)s, are,* 
pierced on their 2 rrh.';l with feverc cold, which’ 
they cannot get the better of cither by fire, by 
motion, or by adding to their clothing; but the 
impreflion of which ceafes to be difagrceable, 
after a rcfidcnce of a ''month or three weeks. 

The ^oy^geTS who come there for the firfl time, 
are tormented with the iymptoms of feaficknefs, 
with more or Icfs \folcncc, m proportion as they 
/fate filtered from it on the ocean. But, wiiat- 
ever may be ilie rcalba of it, men arc not expofed 
to this accidcrt in all parts; for not one of the 
allronomcr«, who meafareJ the figure of the 
I earth 
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HOOK cartli upon tbc' rrtountains of Quito, Avcre attacked 
with it. 

Our afloniniment is equally, if not more, ex- 
cited in tlie vallc)s. This country, though very 
near the equator, enjoys a delicious temperature. 
•The four fcafonsof lire year are evidently marked, 
and yet neither of them can he called iroublc- 
ibmc. The winter fcafon is the moft rcnfibly 
felt.. This hath been attempted to be accounted 
for from ^the winds of the South [Pole, which 
carry theeffldis of the fnows and ice over which 
jjiey have parted. They prcfcrve it only in parr, 
bccaofc they blow under the inrtucnce of a thick 
fog, which at that timeco\ers the earth Thefe 
grofs vapours do not indeed rife regularly 'till 
about noon : but it is feldom iliey’ are dillipated. 
The Sun generally remains fo much clouded, that 
it’s rays, which fometimes make their appearance, 
can only mitigate the cold in a very Ihglit de- 
gree. 

Whatever maybe thecaufe of foconftanta 
winter urder the torrid zone, it is certain that it 
iietcr rains, or that it rains only every two or 
three years in the Lower'Pern. 

*. Natural philofophy hath exerted 'it’fi efForts 
to difcover the caute of a phaenomenon fo ex- 
traordircry. May it not be attributed to^tlic 
foutli'W'eft wind, which pre\ails there the great- 
eft part of the year; and to the prodigious height 
oi the mountains, the fUmmic of which is covered 
with eternal ice? 

. The country firnated between both, being 
continually cooled on one fide, and continually 
heated on .the other, maintains fo equal a refn- 
perature, that the clouds which rife can never 
be cordenfed fo far as to be diOblved into wa- 
ter. ' 

■ ' - • Rains, 
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- Rains, however, and even daily rains, would B 0 o K 
be necefiar), to communicate fome degree of . j 
fertility to the coafts which extend fromTumbez 
to I ima, that i% throughout a fpace of two hun- 
dred and fixty four leagues The fands are in 
general fo barren, that there is not a fingle herb 
to be fecn, except m parts which it is poifiblc to 
water, and thefe do not often occur Tliere is 
not a fingle fpring throughout the whole of 
Lower Peru, rivers arc not frequent there, and 
thofe which we do meet with have, for the moft 
parr, water in them only for fix or feven months 
in the year They are torrents iffuing from the 
lakes, of greater or lefs magnitude, that are 
formed intheCordeleirias, which only flow over a 
fmall fpace, and are dried up during the fummer 
In the times of ihe Incas, thefe precious waters 
were carefully colleO:ed, and, by the a/Tiftance of 
feveral canals, difperfcd over a large furfacc 
which they fertilized The Spaniards have 
availed lliemrelvcs of thefe labour^ Their vil- 
lages and towns have been crefled on the places 
where the huts of the Indians were, which, per- 
haps, for this rcafon, were Icis numerous m th** 

Lower Peru than on the mountains The valleys 
\ Inch lead from the capital of the empire to Chili, 
have a great rcfcmblancc with thofe we have Ipo 
ken of, but they arc m fome p’aces more fufccpti- 
ble of cultivation 


Not\/ithctandikc the(e dcfeiris of natural Ti e fe t 
orgirjzation, the region wc ha\e been defcnbing^"^}^*"* 
hath feen a flounflnng empire arife m the midftefcap-dth. 

it Us population caniot reafonably bc<’*’°«tor 
called in qucfloii, when wc behol I ftlf evideit'Je*con°^ 
proc fs that this h ppy people liad coNcred withqueror* 
their cclonra all the proMic— that il liadcon 
quered , when wc attend ’o t! - aflonifhirg Lum r-oVd* 
b-r of men enraoed in tlr* fctMci. of {loiitrnment, 
a and 
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LOOK and deriving their fubfiftcnce from the Hate 
Such a variety of hmds and levers employed in 
moving the political machine, necelTanly imply 
a coimderable d^fce of population, that may 
be enabled to maintain, with the prodinflions of 
the earth, a very nnnleroiis clafs of the inhabit** 
aiil% who arc pot themfelvcs concerned in agri- 
culture , 

By what fatality, then, hath it happened, that 
Peru IS now fuch adciert? By tracing things to 
their Origin, we find that thofe who conquered the 
coaft of the South Sea, being ruffian*:, without 
bihh, education, and principle, originally c6m- 
nutted greater enormities than the conquerors of 
Mexico The mother country was ^ a longer 
lime before fhe checked their fciocJty, which \Vas 
continually fomented by thofe long and cruel 
civil wars that fucceeded the conqueft A more 
heavy and reguhr l^flem of opprefiion was after 
wards cftabliihcd, ir an had prevailed in rJie otJicr 
countries of the New World, lefs diftant from 
Purope, ' 

Universal difcouragemeiH wps the necefPiry 
confcqucnce of this abominable conduift Ac 
cordtngly, the natives of the country grew dif* 
gufted of the Rate of focicty, nnd of the fatiguc'^ 

It brings along with it They conunue m^ihe 
fame difagreeablc difpofitions, and would not 
even give themfelvcs the Icafl trouble fo culti 
vate lubfiflcrce for thcmfcives, were they not 
compelled to it by the government This com- 
pulGon influences tbcir behaviour All the inln- 
binnis of one community, men, women, and 
children, unite themfcUcs to till and fow a field 
T1 cfc labours, which ate interrupted every m 
Ham by darcing and fcnfting, arc carried on b> 
the found of various mftruments The harvert 
of the maize, acd of the oil er grain, is gaih?rcd 

V ith 
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•with the fame carelefihef^ and accompanied withB O O K 
the fame pleafurcs. Thefe people arc not more , _j 
anxious to procure themfelvcs clothes. In vain 
hath it been attempted to infpirc them with better 
difpofitions, and more fuitablc to the good of the 
empire. Authority hath been unavailing againft: 
cuftoms which it*s tyranny had given rife to, and 
which were kept up by it*s injuftice. 

The Peruvians, all of them without exception, 
are an inftance of that profound ftupidiiy into 
which it is in the power of tyranny to plunge 
men. Th^ arc fallen into a hftlels and uni- 
vcrfal indinerence. Can it be poflible that thefe 
people Ihould have any kind of attaenment, wliofe 
religion once elevated the (bul, and from whom 
the moft abjeft flavery hath taken away every feu- 
timent of gteatnefs and glory ? The nches, 
which nature hath fcattcred at their feet, do not 
tempt them •, and they are even infenfiblc to 
honour. They arc whatever one choofes, with- 
out any ill humour, or choice, va0als or ca- 
ciques, or mtayoSj the objefis of diftioftion or 
of public dciifion. The fcring of all their paf- 
fions is broken. That of fcantfclf hath often no 
cffcil on them, through the little attachment they 
have to life. They intoxicate thcmfelvcs, and 
dance; thefe are all the pleafurcs they have, when 
they ate able, to forget their roifery. indolence 
is their predominant habit. / am t»t hungry, 
they fay to the perfon who would pay them for 
thor labour. 

^ Tut void that had been made in the popula- 
tion of Peru, a-vd the hdohixc of the fsw raco 
that remained there, determined the conquerors 
to introduce a foreign race; but this mode of 
fubftitmion, which w'as dictated by 'the rcfinc- 
• inent of European barbarity, was more prejudi- 
cial to Africa, than ufcful to tbs country of the 
. V*i.. iU. I Incat 
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BOOKincas.’ Avarice did not derive from Ihcfc new 
. -jil (laves a)l the advantages it bad flattered itfclf vviili. 
Tbe goiernment, ever intent on laying taxes tipon 
vices and virtues; upon itidnftry and idlencfs, upon 
good and bad prrycdls, upon the liberty of cxcrcif- 
ing opprclfions, and the permiifion of being ex- 
empted from ilicm, made a monopoly of this bafe 
.traffic. It was ncccflary to receive the Negroes 
from tbe hands of a rival, or an enemy, to carry 
them tothc place of tbeir dcflination, through im- 
menfe feas and imwhotelome climates, and to de- 
fray the cxpcnccs of fcv’cral very dear markets. 
Kcvcrllrelefs, this fpecies of- men hath multiplied 
more at Peru than nr Mexico, There is aljb a 
much greater number of Spaniards there, for the 
follovving rcafons: * 

, At the time when the firft conquers were made, 
when emigrations were mo/l frequent, rhe country 
of the Incas had a much greater reputation for 
riches than New Spain i' and, In reality, for half a 
century, much more confiderable treafures were 
broiigljf away from it. The defirc of partaking 
of them muft ncccflanly draw thither, as w as real- 
ly the cafej a greater number of CafUlians. Though 
they almoft all went over there i with the hope of 
'returning ro * their country to* enjoy the fortune 
they might acquire, yet the majority of* them fet- 
tled in the colony. ’ They were induced to this by 
the rofenefsof thethmate, and the goodnefs of the 
provifions. They alio Tuppofed they fhouJd enjoy 
a great fhare of independence in a region fo re- 
mote from the mothcr-coiintr)'. 

Prefent f We muft HOW cxaiuinc to wbat degree oF pro- 

Pj” fperity Peru bath been raifed by tlie united labours 
or** i6 many alifereot people. 

The immenfc coafl. that extends from Paniima 
to Tombez, and which, in 1718, was detached 
from Peru to be incotporated- m the-New King- 
— - • - -’dom, 
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dom, is one of the moft mifcrable regions of dieB O O K 
globe. A great part of it is occupied by-fpa- ^y^l:^ 
Clous and mimerous moraflcs.- The part that is 
not covered witli thcfe, is deluged for fix months 
in the year, with rains ^hat fall down in torrents. 

From the midft of thefe flagnating and unsvhole- 
fome waters, forefts arife, that are as ancient as the 
world, and fo much choaked up with luittcs^ or 
eziers, iJwt fJje /irorge/t and mo/l htrspid wan 
cannot penetrate into them. Thick and frequent 
fogs ilirow a dark veil over thefe hideous coun- 
tries. None of the produdlions of the Old 
Hcmifphcre can grow m this ungrateful foil, 
and tiiofe even ot the New Hcmifphcre do* not 
xhttNcmuch. And, indeed, there is but a fmall 
number of favages to be feen here, and thofe, for 
the moft part, wanderings audio few Spaniards, 
that it might almoft be faid there were r.oc6. 
Theepaft is fortunately iciminatcd by the gulph 
of Guayaquil, where oatttre is in a Icfs degenerate 
Aate. 

The fecond town which the Spaniards built In 
Peru, was raifed upon this river, in 1533. The 
Indians did not long fufler this monument, 
ctcdled againd their liberty, to fubfifl j but it 
was rebuilt four jears afrtr by Orellana. It was 
not placed in the bay of Chaioptc as it had been 
at firft. The back of a mountain, at thtdidance 
of five or fix hundred toifes from the river, was 
preferred The exigencies of commerce after- 
wards determined the merchants to fix their 
dwellings upon the fide of the river itfclf. The 
fpace whicn firparaifd them from their former 
lubitaiio 1, hath been gradually filled up i fo that 
at prcftui the two quarters of tlw town arc en- 
tirely united. The houfes ate in general built 
of wood, both in the lower and in the upper town. 
Formerly, they were all coveted with thaccli; bur 
J a . this 
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BOOK this praftice bath been abolifhed gradually by 
. the orders of government, who have thought this 
regulation neceflary, to prevent the accidents of 
fire, fo common in thele countries. Guayaquil 
was lately an entirely open place. It is at prefent 
defended by three forts, guarded only by the in- 
habitants. Thefeare large beams difpofed in pa- 
lifadcs. Upon this foil, which is always damp, and 
\inder water a great part of the year, a fort of 
wood, which never rots, is preferable to the 
beft conftrudled works either in earth or in 
ftone. 

It is a circumftance well known at prefent, 
that on the coaft of Guayaquil, os well as on that 
'cf Guatemala, arc found thofe fnails which yield 
the purple dye fo celebrated by theaniiients, and 
which the moderns have fuppofed to have been 
loft. The fticll that contains them is fixed to 
rocks that are watered by the fea.' It is .of the 
'fize of a large nut. The juice may be extracted 
from the animal in two ways. ^ Some perfonb 
kill the animal after they have taken it out of the 
ftiellj they ’then prefe it from the head to the tail 
■with a knife, and leparating from the body that 
'partin which the liquor is collcfted, they throw 
away the reft. When* this operation, repeated 
' upon fcveral of the fnails, hath yielded a^ certain 
quantity of the juice," the thread’ that is to be 
dyed is dipped in it, and the blifmcfs is done. 
The colour, which is at firft as white at milk, 
becomes afterwards green, and does not turn 
purple ’till the thread is dry. 

' Those who do not chufe this method, draw 
the animal partly out of it’s fliell, and by pref- 
furc oblige it to diftbarge it’s liquor. This ope- 
Tation^ is repeated four different times, but at 
'each time with left advantage. If it be continued, 
the animal dies, from the lofs of tlui fluid which 
2 was 
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x?3s the principle of it*s life, and which it hath no® O o k 
longer the power to renew. . 

. We know of no colour that can be compared to ' 
the one we have been fpeaking of, either in luflre 
or in permanency. It fuccceds better with cotton, 
than with woollen, Imen, orfilk. 

It is little more than an objcft of curiofity • 
but Guayaquil fupplies the neighbouring pro- 
vinces with oxen, mules, fait and fi(h. It fur- 
nifhes a great quantity of cocoa to Mexico and to 
Europe. It is the univerfal dockyard of the South 
Sea, and might partly become that of the raother- 
countrj'. We know of no fpoi upon the earth 
more abundant in wood for inafts and forlhip- 
building. The hemp and the pitch which if is 
dcftiiuic of, is procured from Chih and from Gua- 
timala. 

. This town is the ncccfiTary ftaple of all the 
trade which the Lower Peru, Panama, and Mexi- 
co keep up with the country of Qaito. . All the 
commodities whicli thefe countries exchange, pafs 
tlirough the hands of it's merchants. , The largcft 
of the fhips flop at the iflandof Puna, fix or fe- 
\en leagues diftant from the place. The others 
can go thirty-five^ leagues up the river as far as 
Caracol. 

Notwithstanding thefe feveral means of ^ 
profpemy, Guayaquil, the population of wluch 
confifts of twenty thoufand fouls, is far from 
being wealthy. The fortunes of it's inhabitants 
Imc been fucceffively deftroyed nine times:, by 
fires, and by pirates, who have twice facked the 
town. Thofe fortunes, whicli have been acquired 
fince thefe fatal periods, have rot continued in 
the country.. A climate, where the heat is into- 
lerable the whole year, and the rains incclTantfor 
fix months; where dangerous and roifeme infefli 
do not alloiv any iranquiUi^' ; where difiempers, 
prevailing 
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BOOK prevailing in the mod oppofite degrees oF tem-' 

1 , perature^ appear to be united ; where one lives in 
'' ^ perpetual dread of lofing one’s fight ; 'fuch a cli- 
mate is' by no means propel' to fix the* refiderfee 
of it’s inhabitants. Such peribns are only feeh 
liere, as have not acquired fiifficient wealth to en- 
able them to remove elfewliere, and fpend their, 
days in indolence and pleafurc. ‘ 

On quitting the territory of Guayaquil, we 
enter into the vallies of Peru, They occupy 
four lumdred leagues of the coaft, and upon this 
extent there arc a great number of bad harbours, 
among which chance hath placed one or two that 
arc tolerably good. Throughout this vaft fpace, 
there is not the veftige of a fingle road ; and it is 
neceSTary to travel over it upon mules in the night- 
time, becaufe the reverberation of the Sun ren*' 
ders thefe fands unpaflable in tJic day.* At ihe^ 
intervals of thirty or forty leagues, we find the* 
fm'all towns of’Piura, of Pe>ia, of Santa, of 
Pifco, of Nafcar, 'of Ica, of'Moquequa, and 
of Anca, and m the intermediate fpace, a fmall 
number of* ‘hamlets and villages. Throughout* 
this whole extent there are but three ^places 
worthy ’ of being called towns s Truxillo, which 
hath nine thqufand inhabitants ; Arequipa, wbicli 
hath forcy'tHoufand, and Lima, Which hath fifty- 
four thoufand. Thefe feveral fettlements have been' 
formed Wherever there was the leaft appearance 
of land fit for cultivation, and ‘wherever the 
■waters were capable of fertilizing a flime naturally 
barren ' 

-THE*country produces the’fruits peculiar to 
the climate, and moft of ihofe iu Europe. *The 
culture of maize, of pimento, and of cotton, 
which was found' eftabhfhed there, was not nc- 
gkGed , and that of wheat, barley, calTava, po* 
taiocs, fugar, and 'the olive and vine, was fet 

_ on 
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on foot there. The goat -hath thriren ^ry well jB O'O k: 
but the Iheep* have degenerated, and their ^ool _■ 
is extremely coarfe. Throughout the whole of 
the Valleys there is "but one’ mine, which is that of 
ttuantajaha. ’ / , ^ 

In the Upper Peru, at the diftance ,cf one 
hundred and twenty leagues from the fea, ftands 
Cufeo, built by the firft of the Incas, "bn 'a very 
uneven territory, and upon the declivity of feve-^ 
ral hills. It was at firft only “a fmalMvillage, 
which in procefs of time became a confiderable 
city, divided into as many quarters ’-as-there were 
nations tncorporaicd with' the empire. 'Each oT 
thefe nations were allowed to follow^ their ancient 
cuftoms', but they were all of them obliged to 
wotlhip the brilliant conftdlaiion that fertilizes 
the ^obc. There \vas*no edifice that had nny 
grandeur, elegance, or. convenience, becaufe the 
people were ignorant of the firft elements of 
orcniteflurc. Even the temple of the Sun itfelf 
could not be diftinguifhed from the other public 
or private buildings, unleJs by it’s extent, and 
by the profufion. ot metals with which it was. or- 
namented, i 

To the north of this capital ’was a kind of ci- 
tadel, burit with much care, labour, and expencci 
Tile Spaniards long fpoke of this monument of 
Peruvian induftry with a Ipitit of admiration that 
Impofcd upon all Europe. .The ruins of ihisfor- 
trcls have been ften by enlightened perfons, and 
the marvellous liaih difappcarcd. It hath been 
found, that this foitificatioo bad fcarce any advan- 
tage over the oihcr works of the fame kind erciled 
in the country, ’except that' of being built wiih 
ftonts of a more confideiable fize. 

, At the diftance of four leagues from il.c city, 
are the couiur} -heufes of the grrar, and of the 
in the whotclbmc and delicious valley of 
1 Yucai. 
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BOOKyucai.-- There it was that they went to recover 
their health, or to relax from the Fatigues 6f go- 
‘ vernment. . . i ' i . i 

. AfYer the , conquefl:, the place fcarce prcfcrv- 
cd any . thing but u*s name. Theic.were 'other 
' edifices, other inhabitants, other occupations, other 
manners, other prejudices, and another religion. 
Thus the fatality which fubverts the earth, the fca, 
empires, and nations; which throws fuccefllvely 
upon all parts of ihct globe the light of the arts, 
and the darknefs of ignorance; which changes the 
refidence,of.men, and .transfers ^ their opinions, 
from one place to another, -as marine produdtions 
are pulhed upon the; coall ,by the impulfc of the 
winds and the currents; that impenetrable andJin- 
gular 'defiiny, i fay, ordained that Europcans,- 
with all the appendages ..of their crimes, and 
monks, with all the prejudices of their 'faith,, 
Ihould come to retgn and rep*ore In thoie walls, 
where the virtuous Incas had for fo Jong a time 
promoted the iclichyof mankind, i and where the 
Son was fo folemnly adored.., 'Who, therefore, tan 
forefee, what .kind of race,- on form of worfliip, 
will one day arife upon the ruins of our kingdoms 
and our altars?, Cilfco reckons iwcnty-fix thouland 
inhabitants under it’s new mailers. , , . 

. Ik the midft of thefc mountains other towns 
are.flill to bcfccn.. Chupoifaca, orLaPiara, which 
hath ihirtech thoufand fouls ; Potofi, twenty-five 
thoufand ; - Oropefa, . fcvcntccn thoufand ; La 
Paz, twenty thoolaad ; Guancavelica, eight ihou- 
fand; and Huamanga, eighteen .ihouiand five 
hundred. . , ' . 

. 'But let it be wcllobfcrvcd, that none of vthefe 
toH’.vf weie ercficA in zegiicws iKhicb prafsnieii s 
fertile foil, copious liarvefis, excellent paflures, 
a mild and falubrious climate, and all the con< 
vcnienccs of. life. Thefc places, winch iiad 

hhhcrio 
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hitherto been fo well cultivated by a numerousBOOK 
and flouriftnng people, were now totally dif~ . 
regarded. Very foon they exhibited only a de- 
plorable pifturc’of a horrid ’dcicrc; and this 
wildnefs mufl: have been more melancholy and 
hideous, than the dreary afpedl of the earth before 
the origin of focietics. The fight of^confufioa 
IS not always difpleafing; it fomctimes 
nifhes : that of deftruftion affluSls us. The tra-”* 

\ filler, who was led by accident or curlofity into 
thefe defolate plains, could not forbear abhorriiig* 
the barbarous ‘and bloody authors of thefe dc- 
vaftaiions, while he reflected that it was hot owen 
even to the cruel illufions of glory and to flie' 
fanaticifm of conqucfl, but to the ftnpid and 
abjeit {defire of gold, that they had facnficcd fo"' 
much more real treafure, and fb numerous a po* 
pulauon. i ' 

This infaiiable thirft of gold, .which neither 
attended to fubfifieoce, fafety, cor policy, was 
the only moti\ e for cftablifiiing new fettlcments, 
fome of which have been kept up, while fevcral 
ha|e decayed, and others have been formed in' 
their (lead. The fate of them all hath correfpond- 
cdiwiih thfe difcQvery, ’progrefs, or decay of the 
mines to which they weri fiibordinate. 

' F^wer errors have bccn„cominilted in the 
means of procuring provifions . The natives had 
hitherto lived fcarcely on any thing elfe but maize, 
fruits, and pulfe, for wlnch^ ilicy had ufed no 
other feafomng cxccptTalt and pimeaio. Their 
liquors, which were made ffbm different roots, 
wete more divcrfificd, of thefe 'die cZi/m was tlie 
moft ufual ; it is made frotn* maize foaked 
in water, and taken out of the %cfrcl when at 
begins to fprour. It is dned in the fun, then ^ 
parched a little, and at laft ground. The flour, 
after it has been well kneaded, is put with watcr^ 

into’ 
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OK. into 'large pitchers. The fermentation may be 
expedted in two or three days, and muft not 
' ' continue longer. * The great inconvenience of 

this drink, which, when ufed immoderately,' 
infalliby • intoxicates, is, that it will not keep 
more than feven or eight days without turning 
four. It’s lafte is nearly that of the mo/t indiffe- 
rent kind of cyder. . i 

All the cultivations eftabliHied in the empire, 
were folely intended to fupply articles of primary 
neceflity. The only thing cultivated for luxury 
was the coca; 'this is a’fhrub which ramifies 
much, and feldom grows higher than three or 
four feet. It’s leaves are alternate, ova!,' entire, 
and marked in their longitudinal diredtion with 
three coll®, two of which are not very apparent. 
The flowers, colledlcd in duffers along the ffems,’ 
are fmall, compofed of a calix, with five divtfions, 
and five petals, furniffied at their bafe with a fcale. 
The piffil, furrounded with ten ffamina, and fur- 
mounted with three ftiles, is changed into a fmall,' 
Tcddiffi, oblong berry, which, 'as it dries^ becomes 
triangular, 'and contains one mut filled with ’a fio- 
glekcrnd. j - . ' 1 - '■ » 

The leaf of the coca, "was" thei delight of the 
Peruvians. They chewed ir, after having mixed 
it ‘with an earth of a light grey colour, and of a 
faponaccous quality, which they called Tb}/ra;'it 
was, in their opinion, one of the moft falutary 
reftoratives they could take. Their taftc for the 
coca hath fo little altered,* that, if tbofe among 
them who arc* buried in the mines were to be 
deprived of it, they would ceafe to work, what- 
ever feveritics might be employed to compel them 
to it. • . . 

The conquerors were not fatisfied either with 
the liquors or with the food of the people they 
^had fubdued. They naturalized freely, and with 
' fuccefs, 
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iuccefs/all the corn, all the fruits', and all theBOOK 
quadrupeds "of the ancient hemirphcre, in the, 
new one. The mother country, wluch Iiad pro- 
pofed to fupply It’s colonics with wine, oil, and 
brandy, wiflicd, at firft, to forbid the culture 
of the' vine and of the olive tree: bill it was Toon 
found, that it would be impoflible to convey le-i 
gulally to Peru, articles liable to* fo many acci- 
dents, 'and of fo confjderable a bulk ; and they 
were permitted to muUtply them there as much 
as Was confiflent with ihc climate and their 
v/ants. ’ ' ' ‘ ' ■ - - 

t Atter they had provided for a better and a 
greater choice of fubfiftcnce, the next care of the 
Spaniards was to have a drefs more commodious 
and more agreeable than that of the Peruvians.'^ 

Thcfe were, however, ‘ better clothed than any 
other American nation. * They owed this fuperi-’ 
ority to the advantage which 'they alone poflefled, 
of hating the lama and the pacos,'domeftic ani- 
mals, which ferved them for thisufe. •• 

The lami is -an animal four feet high, and five 
or fix in length*, of which it’s neck alone takes 
up one half. It’s head is uelJ made, with large iiwiaMa, 
eyes, a long fnout, and* thick lips. It’s ttiouth 
liatli no incilbrs in the upper jaw. Ii’s feet arCco.andtbo 
cloven like thofe of the ox, but fnrnifhed with a 
fpur behind,' which enables it to fallen itfelf on 
the fides of fleep places, -where it -delights to* 
climb. It’s' wool, which is flion onrit’s back; 
but grows long on ii*s fides and under ihcbellj, 
conftuiucs part of iiV ufefulnefs Though very 
fnlacious, thcfe animals copulate with great dif-* 
ficulty. In vain the female proftraces herfelf to 
rcccnc the male, and invites him by her fighs f 
they arc fometimes a whole day groining, giom- 
bltng, and incfTeflinlly attempting enjoymenr,” 
if men do not help them to fulfil the defire of^ 

^ nature.* 
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BOOKnaturc. Thus feveral of our domcftic animals, 

^ that arc confined, broken, 'forced, and reftrained 

in all their freeft motions 'and fenfations, lofe, 
through incficftual efforts, the , principles of ge- 
neration while they arc confined in ftablcs,^if care 
and attention do not fupply the place of that hberr 
• ly.of which they have been deprived. Thc'fe- 
inales o{ the lama have only twodugs, never more 
than two young, «)mmonly but one, which fol- 
lows the dam immediately after it’s birth j it is of 
a, very quick growth, and it’s life of a fliort du-. 
ration. At three years old it propagates it’s fpe^ 
cies, preferves it’s vigour ’till twelve, tlicn decays 
and dies about the age of fifteen. • - 

The lamas arc employed as mules, in' carrying 
on their * backs loads of abo\xt a hundred weight, 
They move wuh a flow but firm pace at the rate 
of, four or five leagues a-day, in countries that ore 
impradlicable to mother animals ; defcending 
through 'gullies, and climbing up rocks, where 
men cannot follow them. After four or five 
days journey, they reft of their; own accord for 
twenty-four hours. ' - ' < ^ 

-■ NATUi'.c,hath formed them- for the prople of 
that climate where they are produced, mild, re- 
gular, and phlegmatic, like the Peruvians, 
■NYhcn they ftop, they bend their knees and ftoop 
their body in fuch a manner os not to difeompofe 
their burden. As Icon as they hear tlieir driver 
whiftlc, they rife with the fame care, and proceed 
on their journey. They browfc on the grafs they 
find in their way, and chew the cud at niglir, 
even when afltep, reclining on their breaft, with 
their feet doubled under their belly. They are 
neither dtipirired by .filbng nor. drudgery, while 
they have any ftrength remaining; but, when 
they ore totally cxiiaufted or fall under their, biir- 
ilcn, it is to no potpofe to harafs and beat them : 
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tlicy will continue obflinatcly ftriking their headsB 0 0 K 
cgainll the ground, ’till they kill tliemfelves. 

They never defend themfelves cither with their 
feet or their teeth 5 and in the height of their in- 
"dignation content themfelves with only fpitting in 
the face of thofe who infult them. 

* The pacos is to the lama what the afs is to the 
horfe, a fubordinate fpectes, fmallcr in fi2e, with 
fhortcr legs, and a fiat fnout ; but of the fame 
dilpofition, the fame manners, and the fame con- 
-iliiution, as the lama; made, like the lama, 'to 
■carry burdens, but more obfimate in it*s caprice^ 
perhaps becaufe it is weaker. 

These animals are (b much the more uftful to 
man, as their fervice cofis him nothing. Their 
thick fur fupptics "the place of a pack-faddlc. 

The little grafs, which they find along the road 
fuffices for their food, and furnifiics them with t 
plentiful and frefii ftliva, which exempts them 
from tlie ncceflity of drinking. 

‘ Ik the times of the Incas, the people fhewed a 
great attachment to tbefe uleful animals, and 
this fpirit of benevolence hath been continued. 

Before dicy are employed in the labours for which 
they arc adapted, the Peruvians aflcmble* their 
Tclaiions, friends, and neighbours. As foon as 
ills company are met, dancing and fcftivals be- 
gin, which laft C\^oday$ and two nighlS. From 
lime to time the guefls pay a vifit to the lamas, 
and the pacos, fpeak to them in'the moft affec- 
tionate terras, and befiow upon them all the 
carcfTcs they would upon the perfon that was 
moft dear 10 them. They then begin to make 
life of them, but do not ftrip them of the rib- 
bands and bands with which their heads are or- 
raraented. 

Amoho the lamas, there ate feme of a wild 
fpectes called guanacos, which are ftronger, more 
fprigluly. 
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EOOKpcople faftened them with goM and filvcr clafps; 
, their wives with pins made of tliefc metals, orna- 

^ mented at the top with- emeralds 5 atid the com- 
mon people with thorns. In liot countries, the 
mantles of perfbns in office were made of fine 
cotton, and dyed with various colours. The 
common people in the fame climate, had no 
clothing at all, except a girdle that was compofed 
of the filaments of the bark of a tree, and ferved 
to cover thofc parts which nature intended fiibuld 
be concealed. ' ' - 

The pride and the habits of the conquerors, 
which generally made inconvenient or contempt 
tible to them, ail the cufioms cftabhlhed in the 
countries upon which their avarice or their fury 
was exerted, would not allow them to 'adopt the 
drefs of the Peruvians. They required from 
Europe every thing that count:^' could funnfK 
moft complete and moft magnificent in linens 
and cottons. In procefs of time, t the treafures 
that had been at firft pillaged, Were exhaufted; 
and it was not poflible to acquire more, without . 
making confidcrablc advances, and without en- 
tering upon labours, the profit of which was 
doubtful. Then thefe 'cxtravaEanccs diminiffied. 
The ancient manufadlurcs of cotton, which a 
fyftcm of oppreffion had reduced almoft to no- 
thing, were revived. Others were fet on foot of 
a different kind ; and their number hath fuccef^ 
Cvely increafed. 

With the wool of the vicuna they make, in 
feveral provinces, ftockings, handkerchiefs, ‘ and 
fcarfs. This wool, mixed with that of the fheep 
imported ihicher from Europe, which hath ex- 
ceedingly degenerated, ftrves for carpets, and 
makes alfo'rolcrably good cloth. This lafl kind 
alone is employed toniakefcrges,and other coarfe 
llcffs. •'* ' 
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* The - stnanufadlures fubfcnienc to- luxury areB o o K, 
eftabhfhed at Arequipa, Cufco, and Lima. From , 
thefe ^three large towns come all the jewels ard^"*''"*^ 
diamords, all the plate for the ufe of private 
perfons, and alfo for the churches. Thefc manu- 
factures are but coarfely wrought, and mixed 
with* a great deal of copper. There is feldom 
more tafte or perfection 'dilcovercd in their gold^ 

Clver, and other laces and embroideries, which 
their manufactures alfo produced 
I Other hands are employed In gilding leather, 
in making, with wood and ivory, pieces of inlaid 
work and fculpture, and m drawing figures on 
the marble that Juth been lately found at Cuenfa, 
or on linen imported from the Old Hcmifpherc. 

Thefe productions of imperfeCt artj ferve for 
ornaments for j houfes, palaces,^ and temples • the 
drawing of them is no; abfoluteiy bad, but the 
colours are neither exaCt nor permanent. This 
fpecies of induflry belongs almoft exclufively to 
the Indians fettled at Cufco, who are lefs op- 
prelTcd, and Icfs degenerated upon this firfl feene 
of their glory, than throughout the • reft of the 
empire, if thefe Americans, to whom nature 
hath denied the genius of imertion, but who arc 
excellent imitators, had been fuppUed with able 
maftefs, and “excellent models, tney would have 
become j good copyifts. At the clofc of the laft 
century, fome works of a PeruMan painter, 
named Michael de St. jaques, were brought to 
Rornc; and the connoiUcursdifco\cred marks of 
genius m them. i 

« These deferiptioas excite the complaints of 
fame of my readers. 1 hear therq fay ; How 
can wc be interefted in thefc id’c details, with 
which )ou have troubled us (b !o’'g? Speak to 
us of the gold, and of the filver of Peru. In 
dfis fo.diftant region of the New World, lhait 
VoL, III, K iic\er 
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B O o Kfprightly, and more nimblt, than the domcftic 
^ lamas ; running hke the ftag» and climbing like 
goat, covered witli fhort wool, and of a 
fawn colour. Though free, they like to colfeft 
in herds, tOithe number ibm'etimes of- two or 
‘ tliree hundred. If they fee a man, they furvey 
him at firft with an air of greater aftonifljfnent 
than cunofity , then fniiffing up the air and neigh- 
ing, they run all together to the fummit of the 
mountains. Thefe animals feck 'tlie North, tra- 
,vel on the ice, and -fix themfclvcs above the 
■height of ihc^ihowj they are vigorous, and ap- 
pear in vaft numbers on the tops of the Cordc- 
Icinas, but fmall in fize, and feldom met with at 

• the bottom of the mountains. When they arc 
liunicd for their fleece, if they gain the rocks, nei- 
ther hunters nor dogs can ever catch them 

■ The vicunas, a fpecies of wild pacos, delight 
ftill more m the cold, and on the fummits of 
mountains. They are fo timid, that their fear 
itfelf makes them an eafy prey to the hunter. 
Men furround them and drive them Into narrow 
defiles, at the end of which they have fufpended 
pieces of cloth or linen, on cords, that arc raifed 
three or four feer from the ground. Thefe rags, 
being agitated by the wind, ftrike fuch terror- 
into them, that they Hand crowded and fqucczcd 
one againft another, fuffcring thcmfelves to be 
killed rather than fly. But if there happens to bej 
among the vicunas, a guanaco, which, being more 
adventurous, leaps over the cords, they follow it 

• and cfcape. 

All thefe animals belong fo peculiarly to 
Soutli America, and cfpecially to the higlicft 
Cordcltvnas, that they ate never feen on the fide 
<)l Mexico, where the height of thefe mountains 
is confidcrably diminiflied. Attempts have been 
made lo propagate the breed in Europe, but they 

hate 
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have all faUed. The Spaniards, without reflefl-B 0 0 K 
ing that ihefc animals, even in Peru ttfelf, fought 
the coldeft parts, have tranfported them to the 
burning plains of, Andalufia. They might, pof- 
jibly, have fucceeded on the Alps or the Pyrennecs. 

This conjefture of M. dc BufFon, to whom \vc 
arc indebted for fo many ufeful 'and profound ob- 
fervations on animals, is worthy the attention of 
ftaiefmen, whofe fteps ought always to be guided 
by the lights of phiSofophy. • ^ . 

. The flelh of the lamas and pacos may be eaten 
when they are young. The fktn of the old ones 
ferves the Indians for fhoes, and the Spaniards for 
harnefs. The guanacos may alfo ferve for food. 

But the vicunas are only fought after for their- 
fleece, and for the be2oar they produce. 

The wool of thefe animals is not equally good. 

•That of the lama, and the paces, which , are 
domefltc animals, is much inferior to that of the 
guanaco, and.ftill more to that of the vicuna. 

There is even a great difference in the fame 
animal. The wool of the back is commonly of a 
clear, light colour, and of moderate quality; un- 
der the belly it is white and fine, and white and 
coatfc upon the thighs. It’s price in Spain, is 
from four to five livres* a-pound, according to 
it’s quality. ’ 

These fleeces were ufcfully employed at Peru, 
before the empire had fubmitted to a foreign 
yoke. The inhabitants of Culco made tapeftry of 
them for the life of the court. This tapeftry was 
otnamenicd with flowers, birds, and trees, which 
were. tn)ftr.aW.’5 ‘ji-JA -.witewd. V.. fc'jri ulift, ix* 
make mantles, which were worn over a (hire of 
cotton. It was cuftomary to tuck them, up, in 
order to have the arms free. The principal 

* From 31.4^. t04>.2d. 
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BOOK never cdnfidered, and Jball never confidtr^ any thins 
hut thefe metals. Whoever* thou mayeft be that 
doft addrefs thyfelf to me jn this manner, ava- 
ricious mortal, and deftitute of taflc, who when 
conveyed to Mexico and Peru,' v/ould’fl neither 
ftudy the manners nor the ciiftoms, Who wouId’H 
difdain to caft a look upon the rivers, the moun- 
tains, the ‘forefts, the fields, the diverfity of cli- 
mate, and the varieties of fifh and infcfts«, but 
who would’ft only afle. Where arc the golden 
mines? Where are the places in which 'the gold 
is wrought ? I (ee that thou -haft entered upon the 
reading of my work, with the fame ipjrit as the 
ferocious Europeans entered upon thefe rich and 
unhappy countries; 1 fee that thou-wert worthy 
to accompany them, becaufe thy propenfities arc 
the fame as their’s.- Defccnd then into the mines; 
and meet with thy deftrudiion by the fide of thofe 
wlio work them for thee ; and if thou doft come 
out of them again, make thyfelf at leaft^ac- 
tjuainted with the criminal fource of thefe fatal 
ircafures which thou doft covet; and mayeft thou 
tiever poiTefs them bcrcaflcr without feeling the 
pangs of remorfe. May the gold change it’s^co- 
lour, and appear to thine eyes as if it were dyed 
with blood. ■ ' i *1 ) ' 

D^-feripti- country of the Incas are found mines of 

on of the copper, tin, fulphur, and bitumen, which 'arc ge* 
Pe'ru^and neglcdlcd. ,.Extrem^ necefiity hath occa- 

particular- fioncd foine attention to be paid to thofe of fair. 
It thnrc of -pjiis fojPil js cut loto largC'picccs, ptoporiiohcd* 
aodquia- lo ftrength of the lamas and paces, deftined 
Cher. to convey it m all the provinces of the empire 
diftant from the ocean.' This fait Is of a 'violet 
colour, and 'is ItreaKedwdu ve’ins ol red’like the 
Jafper. _ It is fold ndther by weight nor meafure, 
but in pi »ccs nearly of equal fize.' . 

* ■ ■ ‘ ' • • ^ A NSW 

j 
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A’ NEW fubftancc has been difcovered lately inBO OK 
thefc regions *. this is the platina, fo called from 
the Spanilh word plata^ from whence the diminu- 
tive or little fiU’er, ismadc. 

This is a metallic fubflance, which hath hitherto 
been brought from the New World into the Old, 
only in the form of.fmall pointed, triangular, and 
very irregular gravel, "like the coarfe filings of 
iron. It’s colour is* that of a white, between that 
of filver and iron, partaking a little of the tenaci- 
ty of lead. 

M. Ulloa is the firft who has fpoken of the 
platina, m the account he pubhihed in 1748, of 
a long voyage to Peru, from whence he wasjufi: 
returned. He informed Europe that this extraor- 
dinary fubftance, and which may be confidered as 
an eighth metal, came from the gold mines of 
America, 'and was particularly found in thofe of 
the new kingdom. 

The year following. Wood, an Englifh me- 
tallurgift, brought fame fpecimens of^ it from 
Jamaica to Great Britain, He bad received them 
eight or nine years before from Carthagena, and 
was the firft perfon who made experiments upbii 
them. 

Some very Ikilful chymifts 'Itavc 'fincc em- 
ployed ihcmrclvcs in experiments and inquiries 
upon the platina ; in England, Mr. Lewis , in 
Sweden, hi Scheffer; in Prudia, M. Margraff; 
and in France, M. M- Macquer, Beaumr, De 
Buffoii, De Morveau, Dc Sickcngcn, and De 
Milly. The united labours of thefe fevcral chy- 
miftshath fo much improved our knowledge upon 
this article, that we do not fcruple to faj, there 
are few mcialllc fubftances, ilic nature of which is 
better known to u3 at prefect than the platina. 

That which comes into France is never cmircly 
pore. .Jt ii ufually mixed with rather a confi- 
— K z ilcrable 
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Kderablc quantity of fmall black f^ind, which ^ 19 
as ftrongly affefted by thq loadftqnc as the beft 
iron, but which is indi 0 bluble in acids^ and can- 
not be melted without great difficulty ; and lafll>% 
panicles of very fine gold are fomeiimesobfervcd 
in it. I . i 

' This mixture, which is almoll. always found, 
of the native platina with gold and with iron, had 
raifed.a fufpicion that it might be nothing more 
than combination of thefe two metals j ahd, 
accordingly, on melting together gold and iron, 
or ratlier gold and magnetic fand, fimilar to.that 
which IS found 'mixed -with the platina, jO, com-, 
bination is obtained, 'which hath feme apparent 
affinities v-lth this metallic fubftance: but a more 
ftrift examination (eems to 'have deftroyed this 
opinion, and the experiments of M, M. Mflcquer, 
and^Beaume, and particularly thofe of/M. Le 
Baron de Sickengen, appear to have fhewn that 
the platina U a peculiar kind of ’metal, which is 
not formed by tlie'union of any other, aqd which 
hath properties belonging to itfclf. 

’The little informailoirwhich chymifls havejii- 
therto obtained rcfpe^ling the (natural hiflory of 
the platina, and the fmall quantity they have had 
in their pofTeffion, hath not yet allowed them to 
apply the procefTcs of metallurgy;© it at large; 
but the methods they have given an account of, 
and particularly thofe for which we arc indebted 
to thCjBaron dc ^ickengen, are fufficieni for chy- 
mtcal accuracy. Nothing remains now but to 
make them morefimplc.and Icfs expenfive. 

The firft opcratioo to be performed on the 
platina, confifts in feparating from it ^ the gold, 
the iron, and the magnetic land with which it is 
united. In order to do this, it is diflblved with 
the affiftance of a little hear, m an aqua regia, 
coriipofed nearly of equal parts of the nitrous 
^ 2 ^ j ‘ ‘ ard 
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iTid’ tnarinc acid. T!ie‘magneuc fand, wHch isBOOK 
‘indiffoluble, remain^ at the bottom of the 
and by |>odrlng off the liquor a fblutton is ob- 
tained, which contains ’ gold, iron, and plitina. 

•^o- fepatale m the firft inftance the gold, a fmall 
portion of the vitriolum martis is added to th'e 
folmion. ‘ Th'e gold immediately precipitates, 
while the plaiina continues united to the felvent. 

Laftly, to get rid of the iron, {ome alkali, which 
‘hath been previoufly calcined with ox’s Hood, is 
pobted guiitithn into the fame liquor. The iron 
IS infbintly precipitated, under the colour of Pruf- 
fian blue, and nothing more remains in the folu- 
tion than the platina, perfcilly pure, and combin- 
ed \vUh the aqua regia. 

Tub platina being thus purified, the next bu- 
finefs is to feparaie it from the folvenr, and this 
is to be done by the addition of fait ammoniac. 

Tfiis fubfiance precipitates the platina under a 
yellow colour, and this precipitate being expofe’d 
'10 % great heat, fofiens, and even difiblves ; and 
by forging it with a hammer, the platina is ob- 
tained very pure and malleable. It appears from 
what wc havc^bcen able to collcfl from the baron 
De Sickengen’s Memoir, which hath been com- 
municated to the Academy of Sciences, but not 
yet publifiicd, that the rough platina, worked by 
ufelf, and heated with an intenfe fire, becomes 
fuffidcntly foft to be forged and made'into bars*, 
and this circumflancc naturally indicates the me- 
tiiod to bc.purfucd for the roaiiagemcnc of It in 
large works. 

Tux jnejjJ olvai.ned hy thefe proceiJb 

is nearly of the fame fpccrfic wciglii as gold , it 
is of an intcrmediaia colour between that of 
iron and fiKerj U can be forged and extended 
into thin plates; it may alfo be worked into 
thread, but it is not neat fb duftilc as gold, and 

• the 
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BOO Ktbe thre?d obtained from it, is nor, in equal dfa- 
. . meter, able to fupport fo great a weight without 
breaking. When diflblved in aqua regia, it may 
be made to afiiimc, by precipitation, an infinite 
dtvcrfity of colours ; and Count Milly hath fuc- 
ceedcd m varying thefe precipitates fo much, 
that he hath liad a picture painted in the colour- 
'ing, of which there is fcarce any thing but platina 
made ufe of. > * 

Gold is fufceptible of combination with all 
the metals, and platina hath in like manner this 
property , but when too great a proportion of it 
enters into the combination, it renders the metal 
brittle. When allied with yellow copper, it 
forms a hard and compact metal, which will take 
the finefi polilh, which will not tarnifh in the air, 
aud which would confcquently be very fit fat 
making the mirrors of telefcopes. ' 

It ^ih not appear that mercury hath on efTeft 
upon platina , ,aud therefore M. Lewis had pro- 
pofed to amalgamate it with mercurj’, as a pro- 
per method of jfeparating It from the gold with 
which It might have been united , but this me- 
thod hath been confidered by modern ch)mifl:s as 
uncertafn and defedtivc ; and there are others at 
prcfcnc more to be depended upon: fiich are thofe 
we have b.cn menuonirg at the commencement of 
this article. 

This new metal dilplays fame properties infi- 
nitely iniercftiDg to Ibcieiy, It cannot be affected 
by any fimplcacid, or by any known folvent ex- 
cept the aqua regia j it will not tarnifh in the air, 
neither will it rufl; it unites to the fixednefs of 
gold, and to tlic property it hath of nor being 
luTcepuVlc 0 ? deltruStion, a'liardnefs almoft equal 
to that of iron, ard a much greater difiicuhy of 
fufion. In a word, from confidenng the advan- 
tages of the platina, wc cannot but conclude, 

that 



THE EAST-AND-'WKT.INp^. vr 35 

that this. metal defcrves, 5t_Ieaft,'from it’s fupe-B o o k 
jio'xiiy to all other^, to. fliafc the title of king of . 
the metalsj, of which, gold hath fo long- been in 

pbflcnion. , . , 

;-,,lT^wefe undoubtedly to be wifhed,-that a metal 
To 'precious might become common, and that it 
might He employed. for culinary ntenfils, in the 
arts,' and in , the laboratory of the chymill. - It 
would unite all the advantages of veflels of glaf^ 
of porcelain, and of ftonc ,warc, without par- 
taking of their .fragility. A - prdudice. of the 
Spa'niih.fniniftrj^ and which hath for a -long time • 
been adopted by all chymifts,' deprives uspf this 
■advantage. They have p^fuaded themfelycs tliat 
the platina, might be’ allied with ^!d, .in.fnch z 
manner as’ that it could not be fepafated from it 
by any mwns, and they have ^nfcquenily”ihought 
proper to’ forbid the extraction and tranlportaiion' 
of a fubftance,. that 'might be produCliye of To 
much rhifehief in the hands’ of avaricious* men. 

But at prefent, that wc arc .acquainted with me* 
tho'ds'. as fimple and eafy to feparate gold , from 
platina, as to feparate filver from gold ; at prefent, 
tiiat'lhc chymifts have’ taught us, that when thefe 
two metals are dinblvcd in aqua , regia, ,v.'C may 
precipitate jhc gold by the .addition of ihevhri- 
plum mariis, or the platina by the addition of fait 
amrhoniac, and 'that in both thefe cafes the two 
metals are pcrfeClly diftinCV; .at* piefe’nt, in a 
Word, that the rulers of nations "can .cafily obtain 
information by confuliing the academies, it caunot 
be doubled but that ,thc Spanilh government will 
haften to avail itfelf of a ireafure of which it feems 
hitherto to have been'tlie only' pollc/ibr, and of 
which fo advantageous a ufc may be rha’de for the 
nation, and for focicty in general.' ^ - 

Nature hath not form«l any mines of gold or 
filvcr, in what arc called the Valleys ’o| Perui 
• ^'except 
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BOOK csTcept one The hrge roalTcs of thefe precious 
mcnis which we fbmctimes find there, hivetcen 
comejed b> fnbicnrareous -fires, by xolcanos'^ 
and by earihqu2ke<, as well as by the rcvoluiions 
which America hath csp*ricnced, a^'d doth ftill 
experience every day Thefe detached mafles 
are lomchmes found in other part* About the 
jcai 1730, a piece of gold, wcrghirg ninctj marks^ 
Was feu d near the town of La Paz It was a 
compofuion of fix different fp-cies of this pre 
piovis metal, from eighteen to three end twenty 
paiais ard a half There are but few ore*, 
ai d thofe of bafe alloy, in the hillocks bordering 
upon the fca It is onlj m \cr> cold or very high 
places that they arc rich tind frequent 

Though the Pcruviars were unacquainted 
with com, thc> knew the ufe of gold and filver, 
of which they made to)«, and even vpfes The 
torrents and rivers furmnied them with the firft 
of thefe metals , but in ordir to obtain the fe- 
pond, more labour and mduftry was neceflary; 
Njtft frequently the ground was op-ned, >et 
never to fo great a depth, but that the workmen 
themfcKes could throw inc ore oft the borders of 
the ditch \/hich thej had digged, or could at 
leaft convey it there by palling it on from one 
perfon to another Sometimes the fides of the 
rnouniains were opened, and the different veins 
which chance might prefent, were followed, 
though always to very fmxill extent The two 
metals were melted and difengnged from the 
foreign materials that might be mixed wuh them 
by the means of fire Furnaces, in v/htch a 
current t3f wr fupphed the office of the bellows, 
an iijfffument entirely unknov/n m thefe coun- 
tries, were etnployed to perform this difficult 
Operation 

For CO, at a little diff^uce from ^he Ipot where 
pne of the lieutenants of Pizarro founded, m 

i539» 
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^539. the city of I a Plata, Porco was, of all theB o o k 
mines \^hich the Incas caufed to be worked, the , 
moft pVntifuT and the moft known It was alfb 
ihcfirfl which the Spaniards worked after the con- 
^ueft-, ^nd their labour was foon extended to a 
Tnuhiphcity of others 

Am or them, without exception, were found 
to bevery expenfive in the working Nature hath 
placed them in regions deftiiute of water, wood, 
provifions, and all the neceflanes of life, which 
muft be convc)cd at a great expence acrofs 
immenfc deferts Thefc difHcultics have been, 
and are £liU furmounted with more or Icfs fuc- 
cefs * ‘ 

SEVxt*M. mines, which have acquired (bmq 
Thare of reputation, have been fucccflivel) aban- 
doned Their produce, though equal to what it 
was originally, was not fufficicnt to defray the 
ixpences ncccflHry to obtain it, this is a Lind 
of revolution which many of the reft will expe- 
Tience, 

It hath alfo been ncccfiary to renounce fomc 
of the mines which had given frife hopes 
Among this number \ as that of Ucaniaya, dilco- 
vered in 1703, fixty leagues to the fouih call of 
Cufeo This was only an incruftation of almoft 
mafiive filver, which at firft yielded a confiderable 
quanluj, but was foon exhaufted. 

Some very rich mines have been negledlcd 
bccaufc the > aicrs have invaded them The de- 
clivity of the foil, which from the fummit of the 
Cordclcuias runs v.ontinually fhcKingto the South 
Sea, mull necclTarily ba\c rendered ihefe events 
more common at Peru than tn other p’aces 
Tl IS mifchief hath fomciimes been found irre- 
mediable , at other limes it hath been n-paired * 
mod frequently it hath been pe*-p“iua ed for 
V art of means, aftivnty, or fkill, 
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o K The gold mines, wercat firfl preferably attend- 
ed to Wife men foon determined in favour of 
the /ilver mines, which arc generally more exten* 
five, more equal, and, confcquently, Jefs deceit- 
ful Several of the former, however, are ftill 
worked A tolerably regular fencs of fuccefs, 
Inih made thofe of Lutixaca, of Araca,of Suches, 
of Caracava, of Lipoanj, and of Cachabamba, to 
be confidered as the richeft ) 

Among the filver mines which, m our days, 
are the moft celebrated, we muft mention that 
of Huaimjaha, which hath been worked forty or 
fifty 5 cars ago, at two leagues diftance from the 
fca, near the harbour of Ique^qua Upon 
digging five or fix feet m the plain, we often 
find detached mafles, which at firft might be 
taken only for a confufed mixture of gravel and 
fand, and which, upon tna), yield two thirds of 
their weight in filver. Sometimes they are ip 
confiderable, that, m 1749, two of them were fent 
to the court of Spam, one of winch weighed one 
hundred and feventy five pounds and the other, 
three hundred and feventy In the mountains, 
the ore is difpofed 10 veins, and is of two kinds 
That which iti the country f is called banoy is cut 
with the rock, ind is fent to Lima, where it 
wrought It yields moil frequently from one, 
tv/o, ilirce, four, and as far as five ports of filver 
to one of ftoac. The o'hcr fpecics is purified by 
fire m the country itfclf If five of u s quintals 
do not produce a mark of filver, it is thrown 
amo-'g the rubbiib This negletl anfes from the 
cxcellive dearncis of provifions, from the necciniy 
of obiainnig water fit for dnnkire fourteen leagues 
off, and from that of grinding iRe ore at a very 
CO fiderable difimce 

At thirty leagues to the north eaft of Arc- 
quipa Hands Caylloma, It’s mines were dii^ 

cov cred 
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covered very early they have been fince incef* B 0 0 K 
rfantly worked, and their produce is ftill tlie 
(fame. 

Those -of Potofi were difeovered in 1545. 
jAn Indian, named Hualpa, as it is faid, pur- 
fuing fome deer, in order to climb certain deep 
rocks, laid hold of a bufh, the roois of wliich 
being loofencd from the earth, brought to view 
tan ingst of fiivcr. The Peruvian had rccourfc 
toil for' his own ufc, and never failed to return 
,to his treafurc every time that his wants or his 
.defires folicited him to it. The change that had 
^happened in liis fortune was remarked by his 
.countryman Guanca,' to whom he avowed the 
fecrct. The two friends could not keep their coun- 
;fel and enjoy their good fortune. They quarrel- 
led ^ and the indifcrcct confidant difeovered the 
whole to his mailer Villaroell, a Spaniard who was 
fettled in tlie neighbourhood. 

. This difeovery foon inflamed the -minds of 
.the Spaniards. • Several mines were immediately 
opened in a mountain of a conical form, which is 
one league in circumference, five or fix toifes in 
height, and is of a dark red colour. In procefs 
of time, a Icfs confidcrable mountain, iCTuing 
from the former, was alfo fcarched, and with 
equal fuccefs. The treafiires that were derived 
from each of thefe mountains, were the origin of 
one of the. hrgeft and moft opulent cities la the 
New World. - 

Nature never offered to the avidity of man- 
kind, in any country on the. globe, fuch rich 
mines as thofc of Poiofi. Exclulive of uliat vas 
not regiftered, and was fmuggled away, the fifth 
part, belonging to the government, from •1545 
to 1564, amounted to 36>450,ooo hvres * /-rr 
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BOOK evr.um. lltit this nbiindaccc of metals Toon de- 
creafed. I'rom 1564 to 1585, the aniiibl fifth 
part ainoiiritcd to 110 more than 15,107,48^ 
Jivrcs four fola *. From '1^85 to 1024, Jt 
amounted to I 2 tt 49 t 994 Hvres 12 folsf.* From 
1624 to j 63^» to G»074«997 litres 'fix fols 
From this Itftpciird, the produce of thefc mines 
hath fo evidently dccreaftd, that in 1763 the 
fifth parr, belonging to the king, did not exceed 
i,3f'4,C82 livrcs 12 tbls'S, r ' 

In the firft inftance, each quintal of orC yielded 
fifi) pounds of filter. At prefent, fifty quintals 
do not produce more than two pounds of filver. 
This IS one part inftcad of twelve hundred and 
fifty. ’ ’ ! ' 

- Ip this diminution (hou)d be carried on a little 
further, this fource of riches mull necefiarily be 
given up. It is even probable that this event 
would already liave taken place, if the ore were 
not fo fofe at Voiofi, if the waters « ere ‘not fo 
favourably fttuated for grinding it, and if the 
expences were not infinitely lefs than at any other 
place. “ ^ ' ' 

But while the mines -of Poiofi were gradually 
lofing their celebrity, thole of Oruro, not far 
diftant from thcm,lwcrc rifing'into great repu- 
tation. Their profpenty was even increafirtg, 
when the waters flowed into^the richeft of them. 
At the period in which we are writing, it hath 
not yet been poflible to dram them, and all tliefe 
treasures ftill remain under water. The mines 
of Popo, the mofl confidcrableof thofe that have 
efcaped this great difaftcr, are no more than 
twelve leagues dillant from the town of Sail Phi- 
lip de Anftna dc Gruro, which was built in lliiS 
diftnfti formerly io celebrated. ' 

• IS H 506,249!. 15s 6d. 

, $ *55,«*4l 17a. 9I.’ 556,861! 15s. 9d 

“ ' The 
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\,5'rHE labours of.tbe miners, fettled to thcB 
cad of Lai^lata, in thediftndtof Carangas, were^ 
never difturbed by any. accident ; tbofe, however, 
whom chance had brought to Turco were con- 
ftantly the mod fortunate, becaufc this mountain 
always afforded them an ore incorporated, or, as 
il were, melted with the done, and confcqucntly 
richer than all the red. 

In the dioccfe of La Pas, and near to the 
fmall town of Puna, jofeph Salcedo difeovered, 
about the year 1660, the mine of Layacota. 

It was fo rjch that the filver of it was often cut 
\yiih a chiffel, Pro^Jeriiy, which debafes little, 
minds, had fo elevated that of the proprietor of lb 
much opulence, that he permitted all the Spa- 
niards, who came to feek their fortune tn {his 
part of the New World, to work Ibme days for 
their own benefit, without weighing or mea- 
luring the prefent he made them. *^18 gencro- 
Cty atiradcd an infinite number of adventurers, 
whofe avidity induced them to take up arms., 

They attacked each other, and their bcnefadlor, 
who had negleded nothing that might prevent 
or exiinguifh their fanguinary contentions,' was 
hanged as being the author of them. Such in- 
cidents might be fufficient to leffen in our hearts 
the inchnaiion to benevolence, and it is with re- 
luflance 1 have mentioned this.. 

While Salcedo was m prifon, the water got 
pofiefiion of his mine. Supcrftition foon gave 
birth to the idea, that this was a punifhmeni for- 
tne outrage commuted agaiaft him. This idea, 
of divine vengeance was for a long lime re- 
vered ; but at length, in 1740, Diego dc Baena, 
and fome other enterpnfing men, allbciated them- 
felvcs, in order to turn away the fprings which had 
deluged fo much treafure. In 1754, the work was 
fo far advanced, that fome utility was, already dc- 
] rived 
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B 0 0 K lived from it. We know rot what liaih happened 
, fince that period. 

Alt. the mines of Peru were originally worked 
by means of fire. In mod of them, mcrairy was 
fubfiitiiied to this, in 1571. 

This powerful agent is found in twodificrent 
ft.itcs in the bofom- of the c.irth. If it be alto- 
gether pure, and in the fluid form which is pro-* 
per to ir, it is then denominated virgin mercuf)', 
liccayfe it liath not experienced the aflion of fire, 
in order to be extracted from the mine. If it be 
found combined with fulphur, it forms a fiibfiance 
of a red colour, which is more or Icfi vivid, called 
cinnabar. ' i 

Till the mine of virgin mercury, which was 
jately djicovered at Montpellier under the build-' 
inps of the town iifclf, and which for that reafon 
xriil probably never be worked, there liad been no 
otliers known in Europe, except thofe of Udrla' 
in Cirniola. Thefc arc in a valley, at the foot 
of high mountains, wWcli were called by the 
Romans yuliit. They were difeovered by 
chance in 1497. They arc about nine hundred 
feet deep. The defeent into them is by pits,’ as" 
into all other mines. There are under ground' 
an infinite number of cilleries, of which fome are 
fo low, that it is ncccfiary to ftoop in order to pals 
along j and there ate places where it is (b hot, 
that it' is not pofljblc to ftop without being in a 
prefufe fwcat : it is in thefc fubterraneous caverns 
that mercury is found, in a kind of clay, or in 
Hones. Sometimes even this fubflance is fceii run- 
ning down like tain, and oozes fo copioufly through 
Use cocbtwUich focoi the vaults of theft. 
ncous caverns, that one man hath often gathered 
thirty fix pounds of it in a day. 

• Tb£R£ arc iome people fo fond of the marvel- ‘ 
lbu3, that they' prefer this mercury to the other; 

' ' * which ' 
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i’.Wch is a mere prejudice. Experience fliewsthatB D O K 
the belt mercury that can be ufed, 'cither in medi- ^ 
cine or in metallurgy, is that which hath been 
extracted from cinnabar. In order to feparate 
the natural combination of thefe two volatile Tub- 
ftances^fUlphur and mercury, recourfe muft ne- 
ccflarily be had to the action of fire, to which fome 
intermediate fubfiance muft be joined. This is 
cither the filings of fteel or copper, orthcregulus 
of antimony^ or lime, or Ibme fixed alkaline fair. 

Europe is fupplied with this laftfpccies of mercu- 
ry from Hungary,- Sclavonia, Bohemia, Carinthia, 

Friuli, and Normandy. The quantity that Spain 
wants for Mexico comes from the mine of Aima- 
den, which was famous even in the time of the 
Romans: but Peru hath found within itfclf at Gu-’ 
an^a-Velica, a fufficlent quantity for all it’s exi- 
gences. ' 

'This ore, as it'isfaid, was known to the an- 
cient Peruvians, who made no other ufe of it than 
to paint their faces. It was forgotten during the 
confufion into which the conqueft plunged this un 
Fortunate region. It was found again in 1556, ac- 
cording tofomc hiftorians, and in 1564, accord- 
ing to others; but Pedro Fernandez Vclafco was 
the firft who, in 1574, thought of employing it 
in working the other mines; the government re- 
fer; cd to iifelf the property of it. They even for- 
bad upon any pretence whatfoever, tliac other 
mines of the fame kind fiiould be opened, left they 
fliouM be defrauded of the duties they laid upon 
mercury." < - 

' Tut mine of Guanqa-Velica hath undergone 
fei eral changes Ac the time in which we are 
wtiting, it’s citaimfcrencc meafures one hun- 
dred and eighty varas, it's diameter fisty, and 
,il’s depth '■five hundred and thirteen. It hath 
four openings, all of- them'at the top of the 
mountain. 
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BOO Kmountnin, a fmall number of buttrefles, defined 
. to fupport the foil, and three* vent-holes,* which 

either let in air, or ferve to carry off the waters. 
It is worked by fome partners, rooft of them 
without fortune, to whom the fovereign advances 
whatever they want, and who deliver the mercury 
to him at his ftipulated price. The men employed 
in thefe labours \vere'’generallyfci2ed, formerly, 
with convulhve motions, ^Thls malady is at 
prefent much lefs frequent} whether it be that 
the mercury contained in the mine hath leffencd 
by more'tban onc-balf, or that fome precautions 
have been taken, .which had at firft been ne- 
glc^led. .Thofe-who have the care of. the fur- 
naces, are at prefent almoft the only perfons 
whoareexpofedto this calamity : they are, how- 
ever, eafily cured. The only thing necclTary is 
to fend them into a warm climate, or to employ 
them * in . cultivating the lands. The mercury, 
which affected 'thdr limbs, is carricd-off.by per- 
Qsiration, 

The barrcnnels of Guanfa-Veli’ca, and of the 
neighbouring lands, is ^remarkable. No fruit 
tree can be naturalized there. Of all thefpecies 
of corn that .have been fown, barley is the only 
one that hath fprung up j and even that hath never 
come to maturity. Nothing but the potatoe has 
thriven. 

The air is not more wholefomc than the foilis 
fertile. Children, newly born, die of the tetanos 
ftill more frccuenfly than in rlic reft of the New 
World. Thofe who have cfcapcd this danger, 
are feized at the end of three or four months with 
a tiolent cough, and moft of them peri/h m 
convulfions, uMieft care be taken to convey tliem 
into a milder climate. This precaution, vrhicU 
is necelTary for the Indians and for the Mcftccs, 

IS ftill more fo for the Spaniards^ who are lefs 
■ robuft. 
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Tobuft.' The extreme feverity of the climate, B O o K 
the fulphureous vapours which cover the horizon, . 
and the generally vitiared conftituiion-of the fa 
thers and mothers, muft be the principal caufes of 
fo great a calamity. 

The very < elevated mountains of Guanca- 
Velica, «had for a long time engaged the atten- 
tion of men who were greedy of rjches, when, 
at length, they became tnterefting to philofo- 
phers. I 

The a'lronomers, who were fent in 1735 to 
Peru in order to*meafurc the degrees of the me- 
ridian, travelled o\cr a fpace ot ninety leagues, 
"beginning ahttle to the north of the equator, and 
piocecdmg as far as the ibuth of the city of 
'Cuenca, ‘without difco\erinc any mark which 
could lead them to think that tnefe mountains, 
which were the higbefi: in the univerfe, had been 
ever covered by the ocean. The banks of fliells 
^that were found out fome time after at Chili, did 
*not prove the contrary, becaufe iliey were upon 
‘eminences of no more than fifty toifes. But fince 
'Guao^a-Vchca hath fuminicd recent and petri- 
fied Ihclls, and both of them in very great quan- 
•tity, it is necelTary to rctradl and give up all the 
■confcqwcnccs that had been deduced from this 
phtenomenon. 

It is not at Guanca-Vclica that the mercury is 
delivered to the public. The-government fends 
it to the provincts where the mines are. The 

f 'laces where it is depofiicd arc twelve in number, 
n 1763 Guan^aA’^chca iifclf confumed one hun- 
<dfcd and foriy-two quintah; Taiya, two hundred 
and forty-feven ; Pa^, feven hundred and twen- 
'ty-ninc; Truxn!o,'onc hundred and thirty-one, 

Cufeo, thirteen ^ La Plata, three hundrw at.d 
fixty-ninct La Pas, thirty % Caylloma, three hun- 
dred and feteniy-four: Caranjas, one hundred ard 
VoL, III. L fifty j 
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Boo K fifty; 'Orurb, twelve hundred and fixey-four} and 
1- thoufand'fcvcn hundred and ninety- 

two. This made on the whole five ihoufand two 
hundred and forty-one quintals. 

At.thodgh the quality of the ore determines 
the greater or left confumplion of the mercury, 
yet, it “is generally thought in the other hemi- 
fpbere, where the art of metallurgy h very Im- 
perfedj'that, upon the whole, the cqnfumpijon of 
mercury is equal to the quantity of filver ob- 
tained from the mines. In this fuppofition, the 
twelve magazines which, from 1732 to 1763,’ de- 
livered, one year with nnotheri'five thoufand three 
hundred and 'four quintals, eighteen pounds of 
"mercury, Ihould have received the fame quantity 
of filver, Ncvcrthclcls they received no more 
than two thoufand two hundred and fifty, ’ There- 
fore,- two thoufand feven hundred and fifty-four 
•quintals eighteen pounds, were fecrctcd in order 
to defraud the cuftoms. ' ' • » 

Subverfi- ' LiMA hath alwaysattrsdlcd the greateft pare of 
^"®"^”"thefe riches, whether they havc'cfcaped the vlgl- 
of Lima, lance of the treafury or not. This capital, built 
Marnexs in 1535 by Francis Pizarro,'and which hath fince 
capusu become fo celebrated, is fituated at two leagues 
«rperu. from the fca, hi a delicious plain.. The profpciV 
. from it on one fide extends over a tranquil ocean, 

'on the other it ftretches as far as the Cordeleirias, 
It’s foil is nothing but a heap of flints, which the 
-fca hath undoubtedly in a ferics of ages piled to- 
, gether, but they arc covered with earth a foot be- 
low the furface, which the fpring waters, that arc 
every where found on digging, have brought from 
the mountains. 

SuGAR.cANEs, numberlefs olive trees, fbms 
vines, artificial meadows, paftures full of fait 
which give 'meat an exquifite lafle, fmall grain 
'appropriated to the, feeding of fowls, fruit-trees 

— of 
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of every kind, and certain other plantations, co- B 
ver the furface of thefc fortunate plains. Wheat 
and barley profpered there, for a longtime* but 
an earthquake happening about a century ago, 
caufed fuch a revolution, that the feeds rotted 
without fprouling. It was not till after forty years 
of barrennef:, that the foil relumed it’s former fer- 
tility, Lima, as well as the other towns of the 
•vallejs, owes it’s fubfiftence chiefly to the labours 
of the Negroes. It is fcarcc any where, cjtcept the 
'inland parts, that the fields arc cultivated ’by the 
Indians. 

- Before the arrival of the Spaniards, all the 
edifices in Peru were conftrudtcd without any 
foundations. The walls of the houfes of private 
perfons, as weB as ibofe of the public buildings, 
were alike placed on the furface of the earth, of 
whatever materials they might be made , Expe« 
rience had tau^lit thefe people, that m the coun- 
try they inhabited tliis was the only way of 
'dwelling ^ in fecurity. Their conquerors, who 
had a fovcrcign contempt for every thing which 
deviated from their habits, and who earned every 
where along with tliem their European cuftoms, 
without confidcring whether they were fuitable to 
the I countries they were invading ; the con- 
querors departed, particularly at Lima, from the 
manner of building which they found generally 
cftabhfiied. Accordingly, when the natives of 
the country faw them open deep trenches, ard 
make ufe of cement, they faid that their tyrants 
were digging graves to bury ihcmfelves in; and, 
perhaps, it was fome confolaiion to the wrctched- 
nefs of the conqueicd to forefee, that the earth 
•would one day take upon itfelf to avenge them 
of their deflroyers, 

Tixe prcdidtion hath been fulfilled. The ca- 
pital of Peru, alter having been partially fub- 
. L a, rerted 
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BOOK verted by eleven earthquakes, was at length to- 
^ tally deftroyed by the twelfth. On the 28th of 
^Odlober 1746, at half an hour after ten at nfght, 
all, or almoft al! the buddings, whether large of 
fmal), were thrown down in tlie fpace of three mi- 
nutes Thirteen hundred perfons were crufhed 
under the ruins . A much more confiderablt num- 
ber were mutilated ; and moft of them expired in 
horrid torments 

Callao, which ferves as a harbour to Lima, 
was hkewife overthrown, but this was the leaft 
.of It’s misfortunes. The fea, which had ftarted 
back with horror at the inftant of this dreadful 
cataftrophe, foon returned to invade with 
impetuous waves the (pace it had quitted. It 
fwallowed up the few houfes and fortifications 
that had efcaped the former danger. Of the 
four thoufand inhabitants that were computed to 
be in this celebrated port, there were only two 
hundred faved. It then contained . tliree and 
twenty fhipsj nineteen of them were fwallowed 
up, and the reft thrown very far in upon the land 
by the irritated ocean. ‘ ' 1 

Thc rav^e extended itfclf all over the coaft. 
The few veflels there were in theft bad harbours 
were fhattered. The towns in the valleys fuf- 
tatned in general fotnc damages , feveral of them 
even were totally fubverted Among the moun- 
tains, four or five volcanos threw our fuch pro- 
'digious columns of water, that the whole country 
was deluged by them. 

The minds of men, which had been for a long 
time m a ftate of lethargy, were roufed by this 
fijwJ ffws Liws thst fire 

"example of the changei The bufinefs was to 
clear away immenfc rums heaped one upon ancH 
.thcr j and to get out prodigious treafurcs that were 
.buried in tlifilc ruinsT I^was neccITary to bring 
“■ , from 



' IN THH EAST.AND WEST INDIES. ' M9 

from Guayaquil, and from a ftil! greater diftance,B o o K 
ev^y rcquifite for the conftrudtion of-numberlefs 
edifices; and with ail ihcfe materials, colleifled 
from thefe different regions, to raife a city fiipe- 
rior to that which had been deftroyed. Thefe 
‘miracles, which were not to be expefted from an 
indolent and effeminate people, were performed 
with great rapidity. Neccllity infpircd them 
with adivity, emulation, and induftry. Lima, 
though, perhaps, lefs wealthy, is at prefent more 
agreeable than in 1682, when it’s gates pre- 
fented to the view of the duke of Palata, the 
viceroy, on his entering, ftreets paved with filver. 

It is alfo built with greater fohdity, and for the 
’’following reafon : 

The vanity of having palaces, concealed for a 
long time from the inhabitants of the capital of 
Peru, the dangers co which this abfurd oftenta- 
lion expofed them. In vian had the earth fwal- 
lowed up at different periods thefe enormous 
maffes ; the leffon was never powerful enough to 
correft them. The lad cataftrophe hath at length 
opened their eyes. They have yielded to neccllity, 
and have at laft followed the example of other Spa- 
niards fettled in the valleys. 

The houfes are at prefent very low, and have 
molt of them no more than a ground floor. For 
walls they have pofts placed at different diflanccs. 

The intervals arc filled up with reeds, nearly 
fimilar to ours, but which have nocatity, which 
are vety’ fohd, which do not eafily rot, and which 
are covered o\er with clay. .Thefe lingular edi- 
fices are topped with a wooden roof entirely flat, 
and alfb covered with clay, a fufficicnt precaution 
in a climate where it never rams. The fcveral 
parts of thefe buildings ore faffened together, and 
to the foundations with a ftrong kind of ofier, 
which in the country is called chaglar. With this 

kind 
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BOOUUntl of conilrurito'', iljc whole bulMint' rcndily^ 
jiclds to the nicntojj commiricatcd to u by the 
Mrtli They miv p<»liibly l>c damaged by 

i)ic co'jvulft'.e moiiont of luiufc, but they cannot 
be cifilv thrown dnvp. 


r TjtFsr liotif'S however, nre not deficient in 
frp“nrr.‘ ce The niicniioo that is taken to paint 
the walls and cornices lb at to rcfcmblc frcc- 
(lone. concecU the quality of the materials of 
whicli they are formed. T liey arc even found to 
]iavc an air of grandeur and folidity, wliicli it 
would not' b- mtiiral ro exptft. Thedefedlof 
conArudlion is flill pjorc concealed in the infidc 
of the boufes, where nil the ornaments arc 
painted in a iiile of greater or kfs elegance, 
tJjc ordinary method of confirudlion h.‘i)» been 
but n liiile deviated from in the public buildings. 
Several of them arc raifed lo the height of ten 
feet with bricks hiked n the fun v fome of the 
clmrchcs even '•re railed to the fame height in 
itoic. T!:e refi. of ih.fs mo’nmicMs nre In wood, 
panned or gilt , as well as the columns and fiatucs 
which decorate them. , , 

Tiic flricis of Lima arc wide, parallel, and 
interfcdl c?ch other at light angles It’s walls are 
continually V . fhed and rtlrcnicd by waters brought 
from the iivcr of Rimac. ,Xhc water tint is not 
employed in this faliitary purpofe, is advantage- 
oully diftributed for die convenience of the citi- 
zens, for the ufe of the gardens, and for fertilizing 
the fields. 

The fcourges of natire,* winch have revived 
iiiduftry to a certain degree jn Lima, have had 
Icfs irflucnce on the manners of ji’s mhabit- 


anis 


feuPERSTiTiOK, , which reigns throughout tlip 
whole extent of the Spanilh dominions, hatli at 
Lcru two feepters at it’s ainmiand , one of gold, 

lor 
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for the ufnrping and triumphant nation •, the other BOOK, 
of iron, for the cnflaved and pillaged inliabitants. . 

The fcapulary and the rofary are all the tokens 
of religion which the monks require of the Spa* 
iiiards of Peru. It is on the form and colour 
of thefc kinds of tulifmans that the populace 
and the grandees found the profperity of their 
undertakings, the fuccefs of their amorous in- 
trigues, and the hopes of their falvation. The 
monkifh habit, afifumed m the laft moments, 
conftiiutes the fecurlty of opulent people who have 
lived ill } they are convinced, that when wrapped 
in this clothing, which is /b formidable to the 
devil, that aven^ng power of crimes, will not 
dare to defeend into their graves, and ’feize 
upon their fouls. If their alhes repofe near 
the -altar, th^ hope to partake of the facrifices 
of the pontiffs, much more than the poor and the 
ilaves. 

Influenced by fucb fatal errors, what en* 
ormities will they not commit to acquire riches, 
uhich fccurc their happlncls in this world, and m 
the next ? The vanity of inimonalizing iheir 
name, and the promife of eternal life, fccurc to 
.the monks a fortune, which can no longer be 
enjoyed ; and families are dilappointed of an in- 
heritance, whether acquired by honefty or fraud, 
by legacies which ferve to enrich men who have 
'difcoYcrcd the fccrct of elcaping poverty by de- 
voting themfelvcs to it. ^ Thus it is that the 
order of fentiments, idcsis, • and things, is fub- 
verted; and the children of. opulent fathers arc 
condemned to mifery by the pious rapacioufnefs 
of a number of voluntary mendicants. The 
Enghrti, the Dutch, and the French, lofe their 
naiioual prejudices by travelling; the Spaniard 
.carries his along with him throughout ihc whole 
unucrfcj and mch is the mad.'Jcl* of bequeath- 
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B o o King Irgocics to the church, that the ground of nil 
. the houfes of Peru belongs to the pricflliood, or 

pays them fome ftiare of rent. The indltution 
of monkifh orders hath done at Peru, what the 
liwoF the’/''flftt/ will do, fooneror later, at Con« 
ftantincple. Here the people » bequeath their 
fortunes to a tnin.arct, in order to fccure it to 
their heirs*, there they deprive an heir of ir, by 
leaving it to a monaftcry from the dread of being 
' damned. The motives are a little different, but 
in the end the effed isahe fame. In both coun- 
tries the church is. the gulph, in which all the 
riches are ahfbrbed ; and thefe , Caftilian.'?, who 
were lierctofore Co formidable, ffirink before fii- 
perffition, as Afi'aiic flaves do in the ptcfencc of 
their defpot. 

These extravagances' miglit induce one to 
fuppofe thefe people lorolly . ffiipid ; but this 
would be an injufticc. Since the beginning of 
the century, I good books arc common enough, at 
Lima i the people^ are not entirely deftitute of 
knowledge; andiwc may be allowed’co fay, that 
the French navigators, 'during the war for the 
fuccefliod, implanted fome good - principles 
among them.' Ncvcrthclcfs 'the ancient 'habits 
have ioft but little of their force. 'The SpaniQi 
Creole lives * cooflamly among courteaans, or 
amuies himfclf at home in drinking the herb of 
Paraguay. He, would be afraid to diminifti the 
joys of ilove by confining it within ■legitimate 
bonds. His inclination leads him to marry in 
the' country behind the church, that is an ex* 
preflion, which fignifies living in a. Hate of con- 
ciibmage. In vain do the bifhops •anathematize 
every year, 'at EaftcTjt thofe peffons who are 
united in thefe illicit bonds. Put* what power 
hnve thefe vain terrors againft the impulfe 
atnorous defirec, againft . cuftom, and elpecialJy 
t - againft 
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againft the climate, which is continually ftrug-BO Oic 
gling with, and at lad proves vi£lonous over, 
all the civil and religious laws that oppofe it’s 
influence? 

The charms of the Peruvian women ore fupc- 
rior*to the terror which the fpiritual arms of 
Rome infpire. The majority of them, efpecially 
the women of Lima, have eyes fparkling with 
vivacity, a fair fkin, a complexion that is deli- 
cate, animated, full of fprightlinefs and life, and 
a fleuder and well formw fhape; a foot better 
turned and fmaller than that of the Spanifh wo- 
men themfclves ; thick and black liair, flowing 
as if by chance, and without ornament, over 
their neck and flioulders, which arc extremely 
white. , 

/ These vanous natural graces ore heightened 
by every improvement that art can add t to them; 

The clothing of the women is moft fumptuous, 
and they ufe an unbounded profulion of pearls 
and diamonds, m every kind of drefs m which it 
is polCble to introduce them. It is even looked 
upon as a fort of grandeur and dignity, to fuffer 
thefe valuable articles to be miflaid or loft. A 
woman even who hath no titles, and is not en- 
nobled, fcldom appears m public without gold 
tiflues, .and without jewels. She never goes out 
without being attended by three or four flaves, 
moft of ilicm mulatto women, in livenes as 
the men are, and adorned with lace as their mif- 
irelTes. i 

Perfumes are in general ufe at Lima. The 
women arc never without amber; they feent their 
linen and their clothes with it, and even their 
nofegays, as if there were fomeihmg wanting to 
the natural perfume of flowers The amber is 
^iiidoublcdly an additional allurement to the men, 

^ud the flowers impart a new attra€Iion to the wo- 
men. 
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BOO Kmen With ihefc they adorn their flecves, and 
. _ fometimes their hair, like fhepherdcfles 

The tafte for mufic, which prevails through- 
out all Peru, is converted into a paffion in the 
capital The walls relbund with nothing but 
finging, and concerts of vocal and inllrumtntai 
tnufic Balls arc frequent The people dance 
here with furpnfing hghtnefs , but they neglcft 
the graces of the arms, to attend to the agility 
of the feet, and cfpecially to the inflexions of 
the body, as images of the true emotions of vo- 
luptuoufnefs 

Such arc the pleifures which the women, who 
are all drefled rather with elegance than modefty, 
tafle and difTufc it Lima But it is particularly 
in thofe deliaous (aloons where thc> receive 
company, that they appear fediicing Thert 
carelcfsly reclined on a couch, which is a foot ana 
a half high, and five or fix feet wide, and upon 
carpets and fupcfb culhions, they pals their days 
in tranquillity rod in delicious repofe The men, 
who are admitted to their conierfitjon, feat 
themfclvcs at fomc dillancc, unlefs their adorers, 
from greater intimacy, be permitted to come up 
to the couch, winch is, as it were, the fanXuary 
of worfliip and of the idol Yet ih-fe goddefles 
choofc rather to be affable than liaughty , and, 
banilhing ceremon), they play on the harp and 
guutar, and fing end dance when they are 
defired 

The moft diftingiuOicd citizens find m ihnic 
wajorafeos^ or perpetual entails, tranfmiitcd to 
them b> the fi ft conquerors their anceftors, a 
to wTifv,« tlwfe ptofvihons but ibc 
landed eftates have not been adequate to the 
cxpences of a great number, even of \ery an- 
cient families Moft of them have had recourfe 
to trade An employment fo worthy cf man. 
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and which extend-? at once his aftiviiy, his know-B 0 0 K* 
ledge, and his power,’ hath nc\er appeared to . _ 
them to derogate from their nobility; and the 
lav s have given a fanQion to a mode of think- 
ing lb rational and fo ufefnl. Their capitals, 
added to the Temiltances that ate continnaliy fent 
from the inland countries have rendered Lima the 
center of all the iranfaftions witich the provinces 
of Peru carry' on, either among themfelves^ or with 
Mexico and Ctuh ; and of the more important 
ones with the mother-country. 

The ftraits of Magellan appeared the onlyPanama 
’open way to form this lad connedlion. TbeJ^®^®’* 
length of the pafTage, the terror infpired byihe^jla^* 
ftormy and almoft unknown fcas, the fear of««iofcom- 
cxciting the ambltTon of other nations, the 
polTibihty of finding an oiy-lum in cafe of unfor-Pefuatii 
tunate accidents, and other conlidcrations, per-f^‘"‘ . 
haps, ‘turned the 'general views towards PaswShVhrt 
hama* trade w«s 

This town, which had been the gate through 
which an entrance had been gainea into Peru^ 
had rifen to great profperity, when, in 1670, 
it was pillaged and burnt by pirates. It was re- 
built on a more advantageous (pot, at the diftance 
of four or five pules from the firft, and of three 
leagues from the harbour of Penco, which is 
formed by a great number of iflands, and fuRid- 
endy fpacious to contain the moft numerous fleets. 

It rules over the provinces of Panama, the Ve- 
raguas, and Darien, regions without* Inhabit- 
ani-?, without culture, and without richcfL, and 
which were dccorsitd a-Uh the great name of the 
kingdom of Terra Firma, at a period w hen great 
txpeflatioi s were entertained of their mines. 

Panama hath never furniflied any tl.rg to trad? 
from it’s own pmdace, except p-^rls. 


Tnc 
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BOOK The pearl fiflicry is carried on in foriy-three 
, iflanda of the gulpn. The greateft part of the 

inhabitants employ fucli of their Negroes in it as 
nrc gooclTwimmcra. Tiiefc llavcs plunge and 
rcplnngc in the fca in fearcliof pearls, nil this 
exercife hath cxlnitftcd their flrcngth or their 
'fpirits. 

Every Negro is obliged to deliver a certain 
‘nxjmber of ojuers. Thole in which there are no 
pearls or in which the pearl is not entirely 
formed ore not reckoned What lie is able to 
find beyond the flipubted obligation, is confl* 
'dered as his indisputable property : he may [ell it 
to whom lie thinks proper, but commonly lie cedes 
it to his mafler at a iriMcratc price. 

Sea mongers, which abound more about the 
ifiands wliere pearls arc found than on the neigh- 
bouring coafts, render’ this fifhing dangerous. 
Some of thefe devour the divers in an inRant. 
The manta filh, which derives it’s name from it’s 
Egure, rolls them under ids body, and Allocates 
them. In order to defend themfclves againflfuch 
enemies, every diver is armed with a poniard : the 
moment he perceives any of ihcfe voracious fifh, 
he attacks ihem’witli precaution, wounds them, 
and drives them away, NotwichAanding this, 
there arc always fome fifiiermen deflrdycJ, and a 
great number crippled. 

The pearls of Panama are commonly of a very 
^ine water. Some of them are even remarkable 
.for their fize and figure: thefe were formerly ibid 
in Europe.^ Since art hath imitated them, and the 
paifion for diamonds hath entirely fuperfeded or 
diminiihed the ufe of them, they are all cartiedto 
Peru. 

This branch of trade hath, however, infinitely 
lefs contributed to give reputation to Panama, 

' than 
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than the-advantage whkh it enjoyed of beingBOOK 
the ftaple of all the produdlions or the country of , 
the Incas, that are defined for the Old World. 

'Thefe riches, which were brought hither by a 
'fmall fleet, were carried, fome on mules, others 
by the river Chagre, to Porto Bello, that is 
•Yituated 00 the northern coaft of the ifthmus which 
feparates the two fcas. 

Though the fituation of this tovs'n had been 
furveyed and approved by Columbus in 1 502, it 
^was not built from the "ruins of Kom- 

"bre de Dios.' It is difpofed ia.the form of. a cref- 
cent, on the declivity of a moUiitam which fur- 
*jounds the harbour. . This celebrated harbour, 
jwhich was formerly very well defended by forts, 

^which Admiral Vernon deftroyed in 1740, feems 
,to afford an entrance fix hundred toifes broad 5 
.but it is fo. ftra'tened by rocks that are near the 
Surface of the water, that it is reduced to a very 
narrow canal. . ‘Vcflels can only be towed into 
it, b'ecaufe they always expciieoce cither contrary 
winds or a great -calm. Here they, enjoy pel-fcft 
fecutiiy. . . . . . 

’ The intemperature of the 'climate 'of Porto 
[Bello is fo notorious, that it hath been named the 
.grave of the Spaniards. It hath been more than 
^once neceflary to leave (hips 'here, becaufc all 
their crews bad perifhed. The inhabitants iheni- 
fclves do not live long, and have all a vitiated 
conftiiution. It is rather a dil^ace to refide 
.here. Some Negroes and Mulaitoes only are to 
.be met with, .with a fmall number of white 
people, fixed by the polls they hold urider go- 
'vernment, ,The garrifoa itfelf, though 'only 
confining of a hundred and fifty men, doth not 
continue here more. than three months 'at one 
,timc. ’Till the beginning of tlfeprefeni century 

no 
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O K CO woman dared to lie in here ; fhe would have 
deemed It devoting both her child and herfelf to 
certain death. The plants that are tranfplanted 
into this fatal region, where the heat, the moifture, 
ard the \apours, are exceflive and continual, 
have never profpered.^ it is^an eftablifhed opi- 
nion, that the domefttc animals of Europe, which 
‘have prodigioully multiplied in all the parts of 
the New World, lofc their fruitfulncfs on coming 
.to Porto Bello*, and if we may judge by the" few 
that are now .there, notwithdanding the abund- 
ance of pafturcs, we might be induced to believe 
that this opinion is not ill founded. 

The badriefsof the climate prevented not Porto 
'Bello from becoming at firft the center of the mod 
Cxicnfive commerce that ever cxifted. .While the 
riches of the New World arrived there, to be 
exclianged for' the produftions of the Old, the 
.veflels that failed from Spain, known by the 
name of galleons, came hither laden with all 
the articles of necefliiy, convenience, and lux- 
ury, which could tempt the proprietors of the 
mines. I ' 

The deputies for tranlafting this commerce, on 
both Tides, regulated on board the admiral’s fhip 
the price of goods, under the infpeflion of the 
commander of the Iquadron and of the governor 
of Panama. The cftimate was not adjufted by 
the intnnfic value of each article, but by ir’s 
fcarcity or plenty. The ability of the agents 
confifted in forming their combinations fo judi- 
cioufly, that the cargo imported from Europe 
ftiould abforb all the treafures that were come 
from Peru. It was regarded as a bad market, 
when .there were found goods ncglcdled for want 
of money, or roorey not laid out for wont of 
goods. In this cafe only, the Spanifh merchants 
' were 
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ere allow ed lo go and complete the fale of their ® ® ^ 

merchandife in the South Seas, and the Peruvian « 
merchants were permitted to make remittances to 
the mother-country for their purchafes. 

^ As foon as the prices were fettled, the trafhc 
commenced Tins was neither tedious nor difH- 
cult , It was earned on with the utmoft frank- 
nefa Every thing was tran(a£ted with Ib much 
honefty, that they ne\cr opened their chcfls of 
piaftrcs, nor proNcd the contents of their bales 
This reciprocal confidence was never deceived 
There were found, more than once, facks of gold 
mixed among facks of filver, ard articles v/hich 
were not entered on the invoice Thefe mif- 
takes were redtified before the departure of the 
(hips, or on their return There only happened, 
in 1654, «'cnt winch might have interrupted 
this confidence It was found m Europe, that all 
the pnftres that were teccivcd at the laft fair, 
had a fifth of alloy The lofs was borne by the 
Spanifh merchants , but, as the comers of Lima 
were known ro be the authors of this fraud, the 
reputation of the Peruvian merchants incurred no 
difgrace 

*1 HE fair, the duration of winch, on account 
of the noxious qualities of the air, was limned to 
forty days, was rcguhrly huldeii It is clear 
from the a£ts of galleons mufl: 

have been difpatchcd from Spame\ery year, or 
at the latcft every eighteen mo uhs , and the 
twelve fleets that failed ucm the fourih of Auguft 
1628, to the third of June i6a 5, p o\e that this 
rule was ftriftly rbferved They returned after 
a voyage of clever, ten, and fometimes even, 
eight montha, laden vvrh immcnfcTiches, in gold, 

Clvcr, and mcrcha’*dife 

This profpenty continued witl out rterruption 
"to the middle of the fcvertecnih century After 

the 
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nook the Jofs of Jamaica, n confiderablc contraband 
, trade took place, which 'till that time had been 

trifling. The facUing of Panama in 1670, by 
John Morgan the Englifh pirate, was attended 
^ith'ilin more criftrel^ul confcqucnces. Peru, 
which Tent it’s flock bcforc*hand into this c/ry, 
row no longer tranfmitted it 'till after the arrival 
of the galleons at Canhagena. This alteration 
cccafloncd delays and uncertainties. The fairs 
were not much- frequented, and fmuggling in- 
creafed. 

The elevation of n French prince 10 the 
throne of Charles V. excited a genera) war; 
and at the very commencement 'of hoflilitics, 
the galleons were burnt In -the port of Vigoj 
where, the impoflibihty' of gaining Cadiz, had 
fobtiged them ’to take refuge. TIjc communi- 
caiion of Spain with Porto Bello was tlien to- 
. -tally interrupted; and the South Sea had, more 
than ever, dircil and regular connexions with 
foreign powers. 

Thk peace of XJtreoht did not put on cad to 
'the mifchlef. The imfortinatc fuuation of cir- 
cumflanccf, made it inipoflible for the court of 
Madrid to difpenfe v/iih granting exclufively to 
'an EugUfh company the privilege of providing 
Peru with flaves. They were even obliged to 
■grant to this enefoachiug company the right of 
'fending to each fair a vcflel laden with the dif- 
ferent merchandife that the country confumed. 
This ve 0 e!, which ought''r5ot to have been of 
more than five hundred tons burthen, always' 
carried more than’ a thoufand. It was neither 
furnifhed with water nor provlfioiis. ',Four or 
hve veFcls, 'wliich followed It, . fupplied it's 
wants ; and frequently fubflituted new goods in 
the place of fuch as had been fold. The galleons, 
'ruined by this competition, w^cre ftill more com- 
‘ ' ' pletcly 
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•plctely fo by rlie fnudiiltnt trAnfjft'ons cirncd book 
on m all the pons to whiJi the Negroes v%cre _j 
convejed At lift, af cr the c^'peduion of i737. 

It uas impofiible to lupport th»» cotrmerce 
longer , and t flop was pjt lo iliofc famous fairs 
envied by ill nations, though they ought to haee 
been reg-irdcd a 6 the commoi trcafiire ol J 1 
people 

From this period Piii'iiTia ard Porto Belio, 

Inve aftomlhingl) d^'chied, riiefe two to vns 
now only ferve to carry on a fevt branches of a 
languid trade Affairs of greater importance have 
been turned into another channel 

It is well Known that Magellan difcovered, m The Spa- 
1520, at the foutliern extremity of Americi, 
famous Strcight which bears his name He faw fiitutcd 
there, and they have been frequently feen firce 
men wlowere about a foot higher than Euro- of 
pcans. Other navigators have only feen m iheM»t'ii«n 
fame latitudes men of an ordinary ftnture 
During the courfe of two centuries, navigators to that of 
have muiuali) accuf d each other of ignorance, 
prejudice, and impo'urc At length fome 
voj-igcrs have been fortunate enough to meet 
with liords of a common fire, ard others of a 
more elevated /liture , and the) have concluded 
from tins decifivc cvcni, that the perfo s who 
had gone before them had been nglit in wint 
they affirmed, and wrong m wim the) de iied 
Then only u occurred, that there were no fixed 
nhabitants in ihcfe iinculavatcd regions, that 
the people came there from countries mortf or Icfs 
diflant ) and that u was probable that the favages 
of one d’lffritl were talTer tfun tint of croilicr 
This conjcJlure hath been fi poo ted by ntural 
philofophy It can never iiidc d be rca'brabty 
imagined, that nature deviates r'orc from her 
p inaplca, in producing rhoic petwcs .lorn vc 
\oL III M c! oofe 
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•■n q o K cboofc to call giants, than in giving birth to thofc 
. ^ *L‘ we call dwarfs. 

Thcre arc giants and dwarfs in all countries. 
There arc giants, dwarfs, and men of a common 
fizc born of the fame father and the fame mother. 
There are giants and dwarfs in every ipccies of 
animals, trees, fruits, and plants; and whatever 
iyilem of generation we may adopr, we have no 
greater reafon to be aftonifhed at the difference 
of flature between men of the fame family, or of 
different families, than to fee fruits of a dt^rent 
ftze upon a neighbouring tree, or upon the fame. 
The man nho lhall explain one of thefe phasno- 
mena will explain them all. 

The Streight of Magellan is one hundred and 
fourteen leagues long, and in fome places Icfs 
tlian a league in breadth. It feparates the land of 
the Paragoniaas from the Terra del Fuego, which, 
it IS prefumed, were formerly one and the fame 
continent The conformity of their barren 
coaflSj'bf their rough climate, of their monflroui 
rocks, of their inacccflibic mountains, of their 
eternal fnows, of ilicir favage inhabitants: every 
circumflince, in a word, tends 'to fiiggefl the 
idea, that tins large channel of naviganon is the 
effect of one 'of thofc natural revolutions which 
foofeen change the faccof the globe. ' j 

Thoook It was for a long time the only paf- 
fage known into the South Sea, the dangers incur- 
red there caufed ic almoit to be forgotten. The 
boldncfs of Drake, the celebrated navigator, 
.who failed by this track to ravage the coafts 6f 
Peru, determined the Spaniards, in 1 582, to 
form a conUderabJe fcttlemcnt there, defined to 
preferve this rich part of the New World from 
invaGon. This new colony 'perifhed almoft cn- 
tuely fox want of provtfions. • . 





" \ IN THli XAST AND WKT INDIES. " iS^ 

' ^EDRO Sarmiekto, vvho was 'charged vvhhBOOK. 
this important cnterprifc, fet out from Europe, 
in 1581, with twenty-three fiiips, ' and three 
ithoufand five hundred men. The expedition 'vas 
thwarted by fo many repeated calamities, that the 
'admiral arrived the following year at the Streight 
with only four hundred men, thirty women, and 
provifions for feven or eight months. The de- 
plorable remains of fo fine a colony were fettled 
at .Philllpeville, in a fafe, commodious, and Ipa- 
cious bay. ,But the misfortunes that had fo 
cruelly attacked the Spaniards in iHeir paflage, 
obfiinatcly purfued tliem at tlie end of their 
voyage. No fuccoiir was fent to them ; the 
country furnilhed them no fubfiftence, and they 
perilhcd with mifery. Of the four-and-twenty - 
'wretches who had ticzptd this terrible calamity, 
three and-iwenty, whofe fate hath always re- 
mained unknown, embarked for iljc river Plata, 
Fernando Gomez, the only one that remained, 
was taken up jn ,1587, by the Englifii pirate 
Cavendilh, \sho gave to the place where he had 
found lilm, the name of Port Famine. 

The lofs of this colony was' nor, however, 
attended with fuch conlcquences as liad been 
apprehended. The Strciglus of Magellan foon 
ceafed to be the road of thefe pirates, who were 
urged by their mercenary >ic\v$ to^ifit thefe re- 
,iTJotc regions. In 1616, Ibmc Dutch navigators 
ha\‘rg doubled Cipe Horn, this became after- 
awards ilic road which the enemies of Spain fol- 
low ed, who defigned to pafs into the South Sta. It 
was (HU more frccyjcnicd by French vcDcls.^ during 
the war which caufeJ fucJi confuGoa lu Europe at 
the begioning of the picicni ceatary. The im- 
poflibllity which Philip V. felt of furnifnirg 
ids colonies hirafdf with proviCoa^ emboldeaed 
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BOO K the fulyefts of his grandfather to go to Peru. 
^ . ^he want, of everything, which the inhabitants 
then experienced, made the prench to be re- 
ceived wiiii joy^ and at firfl they got a profit of 
eight hundred per lent The merchants of Saint 
Malo, who had fei2cd upon this commerce, did 
not acquire riches for ihemfelves abac. fn 
1709, they delivered them up to their country, 
which t,Vas exhaufted by the inclemency of the 
fcafons, by^' repeated defeat', and’bj an ignorant 
and arbitrary adminiftration A navigation, 
which allowed of ‘fuch noble faertfices, foon 
excited an emulation that was too univerfal Tiie 
competition became lb confiderablc, and the goods 
fell into filch difr^pute, that »t was impoinWe 
to fell them, and federal privateers burnt them, 
that they might not be obliged to carry them 
back into their country The equilibrium was 
not long in re eftabhfhing itfelf , and ihefe 
foreign traders made advantages that were con- 
fiderable, when the court of Madrid, m lyrS, 
took effedual meafures to remove them from 
thefe latitudes, which they had but too long fre- 
quented 

It was not, however, ’nil 1740 tint the Spa- 
niards began themrelves to double Cape Horn 
The) employed flups and pilots from Saint Mafo 
m their firft voyages, but a little experience foon 
enabled them to gO without thefe foreign affiil- 
onccs , and thefe flotmy Teas foon grew more fa- 
miliar to their navigator', than they had ever been 
to their maAers in this career 
isPcnias 'Till then the high opinion that had been 
waifo/' ®^hva)s entertained, and for a long time with 
tntfiy? .reafon, of the tjchcs of Peru, had been kept up., 
The court of Spain accufed the fmugglmg trade 
of having turned afide the greaicft part or tliem t 

and 
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and they flattered thcmfcivcs that tlie new ij-^errjB O o K, 
they adopted, wovild bring them back into their 
pons, m as-grtat abundance, as at the moft 
diftant periods. A denrtonftration, to uhich it 
was impodlble not to*cccede, conviretd the mol 
incredulous perfons, that the mines of this part c 
the New World uerc no longer what tliey hai 
been - and that the void they had left, had nc 
been filled up by any other objeds. 

From 1748 to 1753, Lima received fron 
Spain, for all Peru, ten rtiips, which brough 
back every year 30,764,617 livrcs (n). Thi 
fum was compofed of 4,594,19^ livrcs (p) i: 
gold • of 20,673,657 iivres (r) in filvcr 
and of 5,496,768 Iivres (<0 in various produc 
lions, 

Thkse produdfions were thirty-one thonfant 
quintals of cocoa, which were fold in Europ 
for 3,240,000 livrcs (e) Six hundred quinta! 
of bark, which were (bid for 207,360 livrcs (f) 

Four hundred and feveoty quintals of Vicum 
wool, which were fold for 324,000 livrcs 
Ten ihoufand eight hundred and. fifty quintal 
of copper, which were (bid for 810,108 hvres (jh) 

Ten thouiand fix hundred quintaU of tin, wind 
were fold for 915,300 hvres iO- 

Or the gold and filvet i,620,too Iivres (^) be 
longed to the government ; 19,422,671 hvres (/ 
to trade; and 4,225,178 h\rcs(w) to the clergy 
and the civjl and mihta.y officers. 
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BOOK Of the merchandife, there were 1,381,569 Ii- 
vres • for the crown , and 4,1 15,199 livres f for 
the merchants 

Time hath produced fonie little change in af- 
fairs, but the improvement is not confiderabje. 

•575*5! 64, -^1714551 1^3 $4 
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BOOK vm. 


Gtngueji of Chili and Paraguay hy the Spaniards. 

Account of the Events that have accompanied and 
folloued the Invafon of tbefe Countries. Prin-> 
ciples on which Spam regulates her Colonies. 

R eason and equity both allow the founda-B O O K 
tion of colonics: but they point out theprin- . 
ciples from which we ought not ro deviate in c/la- 
bhfhing them. Europeans 

Aky number of men, however confiderable, 
coming into a foreign and unknown country, arediomeiin 
to be confidered only as oiie Angle man. Strength the New 
increafes with numbers, but the right is (lill the"®^ *^ 
fame. If one or two hundred men can fay, 
this country belongs to us j one man may fay the 
fame. 

The country is either defcri, or partly dsfert j 
and partly peopled, or it is entirely peopled. 

If it be entirely peopled, I have no right to 
claim any thing but hofpitaluy, and the affift- 
ance which one man owes to another. If I 
Ihould be crepofed to pcrilh with cold or hunger 
upon any (bore, 1 (hall make ufc of my weapon, 

1 (hall take what I want by force, and I (ball kill 
any one who refifts me. But when I have ob- 
tained an afyliim, fire and water, bread and fair, 
the people have fulfilled their obligations towards 
me. If I require more, I become a thief and an 
afiaflln, I have been however fuftered to rcmai i 
among them, and have made myfcif acquainted 
with their laws and manners. They fuit my in- 
clinations, 
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B O o Kdiniiions, and I cm defirou? of fetilmg in tfic 

^ country If the people confent, it is a favour 

they do me , if they rcfufe, I have no right to be 
offended. The Chinefe are perhaps bad politici- 
ans, when they fhut the gates of their empire 
againfl us, but they are not urjiift. Their coun- 
try IS fufficiently populous, and v/e are giicfts of 
too dangerous a nature 

If the country be ptrtly defert and partly oc- 
cupied, the deferted part belongs to me , for I 
miy take pofTtfliou of it by my labour. The 
former irhabitant would be barbarous if he came 
fudJenly to overthrow my bur, deftroy my 
planiatiors, and pillage my field?. I may repel 
his irruption by force J may ejctend my domain 
to tlie confines of bis The forePs, the rivers, 
and the iTiores of the fea are common to us both, 
unlefs the exc’ufive ufe of them fhould be necef- 
fary to hts fubfifteucc All he tan require of me 
further is, that I fhould be a peaceable neigh- 
bour, and that my cftabhnimciit fhould have ro 
threatening afpedt to him Every nation is au- 
ihorifed to provide for u’s future and prefent 
fafety'. If I mnke a formidable inclofure, if I 
colleft arms, ■'if J raifc fortifications, it*i deputies 
will be wife if they come to tell me, A't tliou 
our friend or our cncm> f If a friend,* what i« the 
tif^ of all thefc warlike prepiratmns ? If an 
enemy, you will give us Ica%e to deflroy them, 
ard the nation wiW afl prudently, if at (he in- 
flant they get jid of thtir well lourUed appre- 
he fions With much greater rcafqn may they' 
expel and^cxtcrmnite me, without offence to 
the hvs of huroaimy a^djiftice, if I fcize upon 
their wives, their chiidien, or their property, 
if I mike any attempts again fl their civil liberty , 
if I reflran them i*i iheir rcligmu-? /cpnio^'s, if 
J pretend to give ilwm ! \ j, aid if f wifh to 

erflave 
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cnflave them. I ' then becorric one v ild beafl BOOK 
more in their neighbourhood; and they owe me 
no more-pity than llity would a tiger. If 1 have 
provifions uhtch they want, and if they have feme 
that arc tifcful to me, I may propofe cxdiargcs. 

We are bothofrusat liberty to let what price we 
choofe on vtliat belongs to us. A needle is of. 
more real value to a people reduced to the necef- 
fity of fowing the Ikins of -the beads which cover 
them, with the bone of a fi(b, than their filver 
can be to me. A fabre, or a hatcher, will be of 
infinite value to him who fupplies the place of 
thefe inftruraents with cutting ftones, fixed in a 
piece of wood hardened ‘m the fire. Befides, I 
have eroded . the Teas to bring thefe ufeful ar- 
ticles, and I Ihall crofs them again to carry' back 
into 'my country the things I have taKcn in 
exchange. The expences of the voyage, the 
averages, and the dangers, muft therefore enter 
into the calculation, if 1 laugh within mylUF 
at the abfurdtty of the man who gives me up his 
gold for "iron, he, in his turn, laughs at me, wlto 
give him up my iron, all the ufclulnefsof which 
.he Icnnw s, for the gold which is of/ no fervice to 
him. We are both mutually irtipofed npon, or 
rather, indeed, there is no impofitjon* on one 
fide or the other,. Exchanges ought to be per- 
feftlyfrcc. If I W’ant to take away by force 
what is denied me, or to compel by violence the 
acceptance of what is-rejcdlcd, they have a le^l 
right to confine me, or to drive me away. If I 
fcize upon the 'foreign commodity without offer- 
ing the price for it, or if 1 1 carry it away clan- 
defiinely. 1 am a thief, who may be killed 
witliout fcruple. 

A dcsfrt and uninhabited country is the on]','- 
one we can appropriate to oarfclv„s. The firft. 

■ difcoveiy, 
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BOOK difcovcry, being well arccrlamcd, was a Icglilmate 
, taking of ponelTioa. 

From ilicfc prindplcs, which appear to me 
founded in truth, let the European nations judge 
of ihemfclvcs, and give themfclvca what .name 
tlicy deferve. Their ravigators arrive in a part 
of the New World, which is rot occupied by any 
of the people belonging to the Old, and they 
immediately bury in the ground a fmall plate of 
metal upon whidi iliey have engraved theie 
words: This district belovcs to us. And 
why docs it belong to you? Are you not as 
unjuft, and as fooltih as fas'agcs, who being 
thrown by cliancc upon jour coafts, fiiould write 
upon the land of your fhorc, or upon the barl: of 
your trees ; This couktry belongs to us/ 
You have no right over the infcnCble and brute 
part of the creation, over the foil where you 
land, and yet you arrogate one o\crmaD, whois 
your fellow-crcatutc. Inltead of acknowledging 
in this man a brother, you confider him only as a 
flavc or bead of burthen. O my fellow ciuxens ! 
You think and yon a€t in this manner, although 
you have notions of julliee, a ly/lem of morallrj', . 
a -holy religion,'’ and one common Parent with 
thofe whom you treat fo tyraimically.^ This re- 
proach Ihould be addreOed more particularly to 
the Spaniards; aiid it will unfortunately be AjJI 
more judified by the enormities they have com- 
mitted in the country of Chili. 
wl'^tTe region, fuch as it is polTefled by the 

«nurds* Spaniards, hath one common br^dih of thirty, 
toOuh. leagues between the fca and the Cordeleirias, and 
nine hundred leagues of coafl, from the great 
defert of Atacamas, which feparaics it from Peru, 
to theiflandsof Chiloe, which diiide it from the 
country of the Patagonians 

The 
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^ The Incas lisd prevaUed\ipon part of the inha- B O^o K 
bitants of this vaft region to fubmit to their wife . 
laws, and intended to lubdue the whole, had they 
not met tvith infuperable difficulties. " 

This important projeft was refumed by the' 
Spaniards, as foon as they had conquered the 
principal provinces of* Peru. In tiie beginning 
of 1535* Almagro fet out from Cufeo with five 
hundred and -Teventy Europeans, and fifteen 
thoufand -Peruvians. He traverfed at firfl the 
country jof Carcas, to which the mines of Potofi 
ha\c fince given To much celebrity. To go from 
this country to Chili, there were but two ways 
known, and' they were both coi.fidercd as im- 
pra^icable. The fitCt pteCevtted along the hoc- 
ders of the fca, nothing but burning fands,* 
wnhout water and V. it) out fubfifkcnce. To pnr-^ 
fue the fecond, it wjs neceflary to crofs very 
fteep mountains of a prodigious heighr, ’and co- 
vered with frows as old as the creation. Thefc 
difficulties did not difeournge the General; and 
he determined upon the laftof ihefe, for no other- 
reafon than bccaufc it was the fhorteft. His ambii 
4ion was the dcftruCliou of one hundred and fifty 
Spaniards, and ten thoufand Indians: but at 
length he accomphflied his defign, and was re- 
ceived with the greateft marks of fubmifiion by 
the n.ttion 6 that had been formerly under the 
dominion of the empire tliat hid juft been fub- 
verted. The terror of his arms would, probably, 
have procured liim greater advantage.*!, had no: 
fome concerns of a private nature brought him 
back to the center of the empire. H»s little 
army refufed to repafs the CordelcIriiFj and he 
was to birg vi back by the way he had 

firft ncglcfted. It accidentally met wuhfomany 
fortunate *.lrcu'nftirces, tint it^fufiertd rr.ucli 
Icfs ilian had bee:. cxpcclcU. Th*s good fucceft 

ccU'gcd 
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o o K enlarged the \icws of Almagro, and precipitate 
him, perlnp% into thofe eiiicrprife'!, which oc 
cjfioncd Jus fata! end 

1 HE Spaniards appeared again in Chili in 1541 
Valdivn, their leader, entered it without the leifl: 
oppofiiion The nations that inhabited it were 
no {boner recovered from the afloiufhment with 
which they had been fcized at the view of the 
European arms and difupline, than they wiflied 
to regain tlteir independence The war continued 
inceflantly for ten years If feme diflrids, dif“ 
couraged by repeated Ioffes, refolved at hft to 
fubmir, many of them obftmatcly perfifted in the 
defence of their liberty, though they were gene- 
rally defeated 

Ak Indian captain, wliofc age and mfirmiti's 
conEned him to Ins hut, was continually told of 
ihefe misfortunes ^hc grief of feeing his people 
always beaten by a handful of ftrangers, inlpired 
him with courage He formed thirteen com- 
panies of a thoufand men each, arranged them m 
file, and led them againE the enemy If the firfl 
company was routed, it was not to fall back 
upon the next, but to rally, and be fupported by 
It This order, which was Eriftly obeyed, dif on- 
certed the Spaniards They forced jhrough all 
the companies one after another, without gaining 
ary material advantage As both the men and 
horfes wanted reft, \aldivia retreated towards a 
defile, \ here be judged he could eafily defend 
himlelf but the Indians did not allow him time 
fufiiciei t to fecurc Ins retreat thither Tlieir 
rear marched through bje wa>s and took polTef 
fion of the defile, while their vanguard followed 
him with fo much precaution, that he was fur 
rouided and maflacred, together with Ins hun 
drtd and fifty men It is laid that the favages 
poured melt^ gold down his throat, exclaimug 

wuli 
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with exultation, tbyfelf ixitb ibit n‘tal /iwfeoolv 
ftrt Jo f:id of They availed themfelves of this . ^ 
t iftory to burn and dcflroy many of the 
European fetilements, \ hich would all have 
fhared the fame fate, had not the Spaniards betYi 
timcl} affiflcd by fome confiderable rcnforc^ 
ments from Peru, which enabled them to defend 
their remaining polls and to recover thofe they 
had loft 


These fatal hoftihiies Ime been renewed, jnTiwSpa- 
proportion as the ufurpers have wiftied to extend hlVe^en 
their empire, and frequently even when they did ob gedw 
not entertain tins ambitious defign The crl- „ 
gagements have been very bloody, and have fcarccp^eJin" 
ever been inrerruptcd, except by truc-^s of monc«‘^»*tio 
or left duration Since the )car 1771, Wvcvcr, 
tranquillit> hath not been difturbed mwheh 

The people of Arauco are the moft common, 
the moft intrepid, and the moft irrcconcileable™*^' * 
Cl emics the Spannrds have in ihefe tegionSr 
Tlicy arc often joined by the inhabitants df 
TucapcI, and of the river Biobio, and by thofe 
who extend towards the Cordekina^ As their 
manners b*ar a g'cvtcr rcfcmblancc to thofe of 
the fava^’esof North America, than to thofe of the 
I’eruv uns, ilicir neiglibnurs, the co ifederacies tliey 
make are alw av s formidable 


Wheh the} go to war, they carry nothing with 
them, ai d want neither le us nor biggage The 
fame trees from which tlicy gather tlicir food, 
fnpp’} them wuhlai CCS ai d darts AsthcyarefiHc 
of finding in one place what ihcv had in a lother, 
ihcywiUirgl} art} caanicv which they arc 

unable to defend All r'acts a c equally indtf 
fTc^'t to ih*m Tleir troops, lice ttona all in 
cumbrance of proMUO’*s a d an mu iiion, m».rd!i 
' uh furj^nrpg aghty Th'V'^expofe thcif lues 
like ir*n who fet Utile aaiut cn t lem , and, if 


they 
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BOO Kthey lofc ilic field of battle, they are not at a lofs 

, for magazines and encampments wherever there 

is CTOund covered with fruits. ' 

‘ 'These arc the only people of the New World, 
■who have ventured to try their firength with 
the Spaniards in. the open field, and who have 
thought of the ulb of the fling to lance the ftrokc 
of dcatli from afar agatnfi the enemy. -They are 
fo bold that they will attack ’the*befl: 'fortified 
ports. They fometimes fucceed in thefc- violent 
attacks, bccaufc they are continually* receiving 
rfuccours, wliich prevent them from being fcnfiblc 
of their lofics. If thefe be fo confiderable as to 
•oblige thcm’to defirt, they retire. to the diftance 
• of a few leagues, and five or fix days after, they 
dircO:' their attacks to another port. - Thefe bar- - 
batians never think themfeivcs beaten unlcfs they 
b'e furrounded. If thw can rfcach a place of 
difficult accefs, th^ think ihemfelves conquer- 
' ors. . The head of a Spaniard, which they carry 
off in triumph, comforts them for the lofs of a 
hundred Indians. " ^ • 

'• Sometimes hortUities arc forefeen for a confi- 
derablc lime before, and arc concerted with pru- 
dence. Very frequently 'a drunken fellow wan- 
tonly calls to arms; rhe alarm is inrtantly fij/ead, 
s chief ic cliofcn, and .war is determined. A 
, ‘certain night- is immediately fixed upon, in the 
de.nd of; which, the time they always chufe for 
the commencement of hoftihttes, they fall upon 
the next village where there arc Spaniards, and 
from thence proceed to others. They murder all . 
the.inhlibitanis, except the white women, whom 
they always take to themfeivcs This is the 
origin of the many wfiite and tair fndTans that ate 
, to be met with.* _ ; 

, ' As. thefe Americans carry on war without ex- 
pence or incanvcnicncc,’.thcy l»vc nothing to 
- appre- 
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apprehend from u’s continuance ; and it is aB O o K 
conftant rule with them never to fae for peace. ^ , . 

The pride of Spain mufi: always condcfccnd to 
tnakc the’ firft overtures. When tbefe arc fa- 
TOurably received, a conference is holden. The 
governor of Chili and the Indian General,' at- 
tended by the mofl: diftinguiflied captains on both 
fides, fettle the terms of accommodation, at a 
convivial meeting Thefc meetings v/cre for- 
merly holden on the frontiers ; but the two'lafl 
were in the capital of the colony. The favages 
have even been prevailed upon to keep con- 
ftantly fome deputies there, who are commif- 
fioncd to maintain harmony between the two na- 
tions. 

NoTwtTMSTANDiHG thc violcuce and obllinacy Setti«!-. 
of fo many engagements, fcveral good fettle-?'"^ 
ments have been tormed at Chili, chiefly on ihe^^Si? * 
borders of the ocean. SpanUrdi 

CotiutUBO, or Ld Serena, a town built 
1544, at the diftancc of 6ve or fix hundred toifes 
from the fea, to comain the Indians, 'and to 
fccuTc thc communication Ijetwcen*^ Chili and 
Peru, was never a place of importance. It became 
fttU lefs confidcrable after having been pillaged 
and burnt by pirates. Notwjtbftanding the 
fertility of it’s territor)', and although plentiful 
mines of the finclt copper have been difeovered 
in xi’t neighbourhood, it hath never entirely got 
the better of this rnisforiune. 

Valparaiso was at firft nothing more than a 
i coUcitioa of huts, defiincd to receive the mcr- 
clurdvfc coming from Peru, and thc provifions 
that were to be fent there. By degrees the 
fadlors of this trade, which bclo'iged entirely to 
the merchants of the capital, fucceeded in ap- 
rropriating it to thtmfclvcs. , Then this wretched 
bamlti, though in a very difagreeable fituaiioc, 

became 
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n ()'b R became* a -flounlbing 'ctty. It'a harbour 'runs a 

^ into the land. The bottom of it is .a 

tcnaclotiE and -firm kind -of mud. At die djf- 
•tarcc of a thonfand toife^ from the fiiore» there 
are from tliirty-fix to forty fathoms of water, 
atid from .fifteen to- fijctcco quite jclofe to th<? 
.fhore. In the months of April and May, the 
, North winds would expofe'the- fliips to fotne dan- 
ger, if care were not taken to faficn their anchors 
Ihbngly. The advantage which this port hath 
of being the neareft to the bdl plantations, and 
to Saint Togo, may. relieve it from .the apprd- 
htnfion of feeing it’s prorperity^diminifii. ' ! 

Ik 1550, the town of La Conception {was built 
on an uneven and fandy /oil, a little railed, upon the 
\b0rder5 of a bay which is near four leagues in cir- 
'cumfcrcncc, and which '.hath three ports, one of 
.which only, is fafe. ’The, town was at firft the 
capital or the colony: but tlie neighbouring 
.Indians fo frequently made Ihemfelves makers or 
«ir,‘ that, ‘in 1574, it was thought proper to de- 
sptive it of this ufcful and honourable diftinilion. 

I in 1603,. it was again-dcflroyed by an implacable 
enemy. Since that period it hath received very 
'confiderable damages from fcveral earthquakes. 

' Such, how’cvcr, is the excellence of it’s territory, 
thatnt ,flill retains Ibroe degree of •fpleridour. 

At the diftance of feventy-five leagues from 
Conception Ifland,* and ftill on the borders of the 

• Pacific Ocean, ftands Valdivia, a town more im- 
■{portant than it is populous, ft's ' harbour and 
.turtrefs,’ which arc confidered as the key of the ^ 
» South Sea; were for a long lime under the imme- 
rdia'te uifijedlion of the Viceroys of Peru., It was 
-at length' found that this was too diftant a fuper- 
-intcnclencc ; and .the place.was incorporated with 

• the goveramect of the provincc.i . ^ 
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No one had yet thought of the iflands of Chi- BOOK 
loe. The good fortune which Uic Jefiiits had 
had, of colleiling and civilizing a great number 
of fevages in the chief of them, which is fifty 
leagues lone and feven or eight broad, excited 
a defire or fettling in them. In the center are 
the converted Indians. On the eafiern coift a 
fortification, named Chacao, hath been built, 
where the garnfon necefiary’ for it's defence is 
jnatntained. - . . ' 

In the inland part of the country is Saint 
Yago, hafiily built in 1541, defiroyed iu 1730 
by an earthquake, and immediately after rebnitr, 
in a ftyle fo plcafant, and with fuch convenien- 
ces, as are very rarely found in the New World. 

The houfes iudeed are low, and conftrucled with 
bricks hardened iu the .fun : but they are all 
white on the outfide, all puiuted within. They 
ha\e all large gardens, and are refrelhed with 
running ftrearas. This city rccko.ns forty thou- 
fand inhabitants, and the numl^r. would be fitll 
greater, were it not for nine convents of monks, 
and feven of nuns, which have been crctlcd there 
by fiiperfiition. 

Ahono the number of unfortunate aufpices 
under which the difeovery of the New World 
was made, wc mull not forget the importance 
jWhich the prevailing fpirit of ruperfiition ilren 
gave to the monks; an importance which’ In foms 
countries hath fince been confidcrably dimi- 
cilhcd ; which feems to Aruggle powerfully 
againfi the progrefs of fctence m others; whicn 
ilill prevails with imperious fway in ihofe polTef- 
lions ih.ai are diftaut frool 'Spain, and which 
\s ould j ct leave traces as permanent as they arc 
Tata), if even , they were from this moment 
.countcradled by all the authority of tlic ml- 
niftry. - . ^ ^ 

VoL. III. ' N ' Saint 
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B p 6 K Saint YAcd is the 'capitolor the ftatfe the 
iTeat of empire! Thc‘'commandant there h fubor- 
'diiiate lo’the VjCeroy of 'Peru in all ’matters te- 
lanng to the government, \o the finances, and to 
\var : but he Is independent of him as chief ad- 
min} 'Traior of juftice,’ and prefident of the royal 
audience. Eleven corregidors, dlftributcd'in tlie 
province, arc charged, under hrs orders, Aviih the 
details of adminiffration. 

' POPULATION of four or five hundred thou^ 
find perfo.is hath rttccclfivcly been formed in this 
dillrift. Thelre arc buffew here of thofe unfor- 
tunate {laves that 'Africa fupplies j and iVidft or 
them are devoted ^to' domefiic ferviCc. The dc- 
feendanfs of the 'firft favages, who \vere fub- 
dued with fo iriufch difficulty b^ a fet of ferocious 
hdventurersj have cithw taken rtfude among in- 
hcceflible mountains, or arc confditnded With ihfcii* 
fco'iiquefors.* 'All 'the colonifts are conlldered and 
treated as Spaniar'ds. The ^ride of thisdefeent 
hath not tnf^red them with that invincible aver- 
fidn'for hfeful labours, Hvlnch is 'fo utuverfal in 
their hation. Moft'bf thefe healthy, h^ye, hnd 
robult men, live, upon fcparaie plantapohs, ahd 
tuhn ate,' wjih* 'their bWn HbndSj'a te’rritory of 
^leaterdr lefacJcicnt. ' 

ertihty - They ’arc Icncouragcd in thefe fcommendablfe 
labours, 'by a fky nlw^ys pure, and always 
■refent icrene •, by a -climate tile moft agreeably tehi- 
‘perate of any irt ihc two hcrnifpheres •, and fliH 
morebyafoil, 'the fertility of which aftonifhesall 
‘travellers. Upon this fortunate land, the erdps 
‘ofilievine, df com, ‘and bf ‘the olive, 'although 
btxn cAe cuArsifribn, anr 
•four'tiihes as m'uch tishhofc we 'obtain in Europe, 
hvithblT onrindoftry, and with bll bur^kill. None 
‘irthe fruits of the eanh h3ve‘degine«ucd. Scvc’- 
jral of our animals have improved, and .the horfts. 
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in particular, have, acquired a fpeedi and a Tpirit, B 0 0 K 
which thofe of Andalufia, from which they de- . ■ -_r 
feend, never had. Nature bath carried her fa- • 
voursftill farther; in bellowing upon this region 
an excellent kind of copper^ which is ; employed, 
with ad%’antage, f in the Old, and in the New 
World. Gold is likcwifc found here. 

Before the year 1750, the treafiiry had not 
^received in- any -year, for ii*s twentieth of this 
precious metal, more than 50,220 livres*. At 
this period a mint was cftabHlhcd in the colony ; 
pnd this innovation was attended with favour- 
able confcquences. ^ In 1771, the royal duties 
^mounted to 200,052 livres four Tols-}-; and it 
jmuft', have increafed 'conGderably fince. The 
.alcavala,,and ihe'cufloms, did not produce more 
.than 324,000 liyrcsji’ and they now, bring in 
4,080,000 livres §. Thefc feveral branches of 
jevenue are increafed fince 1753, by the’ cxclu- 
iive .fale of .tobacco. 

Accoroikolv, QilH is no longer obliged to 
draw any thing from the coffers of Peru for it*s 
public cxpenccs. The moft confiderabre of 
thefc, is ’ the maintenance of the troops. It 
amounts to 490,125 twelve folsP, for the 

pay of a thoufand infantry, of two hundred and 
forty horfe, and of two companies of well affe^lcd 
Indians; 'which, fince ^754, form the cftabiifh- 
[mcntiof tlie country, .fexclufiveof thefc forcc^ 

^wluclj are dtftribuied in the tflands Juan Fernan- 
jdez, and of Chilpe, and in the ports of La Con- 
cepiion, and of Val Paraifb, upon the frontiers of 
the Andes, there is , in Valdivia, a particular gar- 
jifcn of Icvca hundred and forty-fix Ibfdicrs, the 
maintenance of which cofts 655,473 livres twelve 

• :99il. tol * 8 ) 341 . tjt. (i. 

1 «J joct. 
j ia,4»il. ij». 
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BoOKfols*. Thcfc means of defence would be fup- 
. ported, if ncccffary, by a very niimerou? miJieta. 
Perhaps, the infantry of tlicfe forces would make 
but Imle refinance, notwtihflandtrg the pains 
that have been lately taken to cxcrcifc them : but 
fbmc exertions might rcafonably be expected 
from the befi; horftmen there are, perhaps, on the 
globe. 

Tradeof Cfftct hath olways had commcrcfa/ conne£lfoni 
^ihwnh wjih the’ neighbouring Indians on it’s frontiers, 
with Peru, and with Paraguay. 

Pena, and T^iiE favagcs fupply It aiicfly with the Pancho 
Mcuar*' ’*rfiis IS a woollcn fluffy fomciimcs white, "and 
generally blue, about three ells long, and two in 
breadth The head Is •'palled through a hdic 
^made in the middle and it falls down on all the 
parts of the body. Except on occafions of fome 
ceremonies that arc very unfrequent, the" men 
'and women,' the common people, and perlbns of 
a more deviated rank, ufe no other clothing ■'It 
cofts from thirty to one thoufand hvrcs+, ac- 
cording to the degree of it's finenefs, and efpe- 
cially, according to the borders, more or Icfs 
elegant, and more or Icls rich, that are added lb 
if Thefe people receive in exchange fmall 
looking glilTes, toys, and fome other articles of 
little vaUie. 'Whatever may be their paflion for 
thefe trifles, when they are difplayed before them, 
they would never go out of their forefls and fields 
in fcarch of them, it is therefore always neceflary 
that they Ihould be earned to them. The mer- 
chant who vvifties to undertake this little trade, 
applies in the firft inftance to the heads of the 
families, who are the foie depofitanes of the 
public authority. When he hath obtained per- 
miflion. to fell, he goes through the habitations, 


• i7,3Ul 8s. 
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and gives his mcrchandife indilcrirainately to nils o o k. 
the pcrfons who alk for u. Having finifhed this . 

bufinefs, he gives notice of, his departure, and 
every one who hath purchafedany thing of him, 
brings without delay, to the village where he 
firfl made his appearance, the goods agreed for 
between them. -There hath never been any in- 
ftance of difhonctly in this traffic. The merchant 
is allowed an efcort to affift him in conducing 
the cloths and the cattle he hath received in pay- 
ment, to the frontiers of.the country. 

It is not from wlui wc find in the raidfi of- 
forefts, but from what we obIcr\e in the center 
of polifhed focieties, that we learn to defpife and 
to miftruft mankind. If any of onr mcrchanis, 
in any one of our fairs, were indifcnminaiely to 
difiribute his goods, without fccurity for the pay- 
ment of them, to whorofoever fhould come to 
receive them, is it to be imagined that he would 
ever again fee the people return with the price of 
the things they had purchafed ? A favage, unre- 
(Iraincd by laws, would not be guilty of ibofe 
things, which men who are under the influence 
of honour, and the controul of civil and religious 
laws, would not blufh to commit, lo the dif- 
grace of our religion, of our policy, .ind of our 
morals. . s 

Wine and brandy were fold, ’lill the year 
1724, to thefc people, who, like nioft other n- 
are excclTively fond of them. \V'h£.n 
they were intoxicated they ufed to lalic up arms, 
maflacrc all the Spaniards they met wtili, and 
ravage the country near their dwellings. It is 
fcldom that the corrupter doth no: receive his 
puniOiment from the very perloi he h^rh cor- 
rupted. Frequent inflanccs of this are feen in 
children with rcfpc^l to their* fathers, who 
have negleilcd their education; io'yc-rcn to- 

w srd:. 
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liO O K wards their hufbands, whofe morals are bad j in 
^ flaves. towards their maflers; iti fubjefls towards 

ihcir Ibvercigns, when ncgleftcd by them ; in a 
fubdued nation towards the ufurpers. V/c ouf- 
felvcs have been piimfhcd for the vices we hive 
transferred into the other heniifphercj among 
ourfelvcs and among p-oplc of the New AVorld, 
whom we have (ubdued j among ourfelvcs, by 
the multitude of fadlitioiis wants we liave created : 
among them, in a variety of wavs, and pariicu- 
Jarly by teaching them the u^c 'of spirituous 
liquors, wliich liath often animated tliem with 
artificial fury, which they have tumid againft us. 
In whatever manner wc proceed, Vvhetlier by fu- 
perftition, by patriotifm iifclf, or by fplntuous 
liquors, in depriving man of his reafon, it canjibt 
be done without fatal conTcqucnces. If we in-* 
toxicate him, whatever may be the nature of 
the intoxication, it will fbon go off} or it willbd 
produilive of mifehief. 

Drunuckmess, or an habitual excefs in the 
tifc of fpirituous liquors. Is a coarfe and brutal 
vice, which deprives the mind '“of It’s vigour, 
and tlic body of part of it’s flrengih. Ji is an 
infruigemeutof the law of nature,' which forbids 
man to forfeit 'hts realbn, 'the oniy cdvauiage 
which diflirguifhes him from ollier^animals, .who 
li^vc on the furfacc of the globe, ' '• 

’This irregularity, though always blameable, 
is not equally fo every where, betaufe it is not 
attended with the fame fiicolvenrsnces in a/1 
regions. Generally fpcahnig, it makes men 
furious in hot countries, and only renders tliem 
flupid in cold ones It hath therefore bCen ne- 
celfary to forbid il with more llriflncfs in 'one 
dimatfe tlian in another. From hence it hit/t 
happened, that wherever a regular form of go- 
’vernment hath been cftablilh^d, this vice is be- 
come 
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come more uncommon under the Equator than book 
towards the Pole. 

Thi? is, not the cafe among favage nations. 

Thofe of the South not being more retrained 
than thofe of the North by the magiftraie, or by 
habit, they have all devoted thcmfelves with 
equal fury to their paflion for ftrong liquors. It 
hath been a part of the policy of the Europeans, to 
fupply the ravages with them, either for the pur- 
pofe of dripping, or of enflaving them, or eyeu 
to induce them to employ thcmfelves in Ibme 
ufeful labours. Thcfe liquors have fcarcc been 
led deftrudrive to thcfe people than our arms j 
and we cannot forbear to rank them among the 
number of calamities with nbich^vve have loaded 
the other hcmifphere. 

r SpAiH is to be commended for having at 
length abftaincd from felling to the inhabitants 
of Chill wine and brandy. This prudent ftep 
hath evidently incrcafed the connedtious that 
were kept up with them: but it is not'polTible 
that they fhould for a long time become fo 
connderable as thofe that arc maintained with 
Peru. 

Chu.i fupplics Peru with hides, dried fruit, 
copper, fait meat, horfes, hemp, and com, and 
receives in exchange, tobacco, fugar, cocoa, 
earthen ware, fomc manufadlures made at Quito, 
andfome articles of luxury brought from Europe. 

The fhips Cent from Callao on this traffic, which 
IS reciprocally ufcf^ul, were formerly boand for 
Conception Bay, but now come to Valparai/o. 

During ihc courfc of near a century, ro naviga- 
tor in tficle tranquil leas would venture lo lole 
fight of land i and then thefe voyages lifted a 
whole year. 

A PILOT of the O’ d World having -at length 
obferved the wind?, performed the ravigatioa in 

ore 
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one month. ‘He was confidcrcd as a wizard* and 
he was taken up by order of the inqnifition,' 
whofe ignorance becomes an olyeft of ridicule,' 
when it's cnicity doth not excite our abhorrence. 
The journal he produced was his vindication; 
and it pldinly appeared that to perform the fame 
voyage, 'ir was only neceflary to keep clear of ‘the 
coaHs. His method was, therefore, univerfaify 
adopted. ■ ‘ ■,->// 

*’Ghiu fends to Paraguay wines, brandy, oil, 
ord chiefly gold ; and receives in payment mules', 
wax, cotton, the 'herb of Paraguay, Negroes, 
endalfo much of the mcrchandife of our liemi- 
fphere, before the merchants of lima' had ob- 
tained, cither by bribery, or by their iinfluence, 
that this laft branch of commerce fliould be pro- 
hibited. The communication ’between ihc'two 
colonies is not carried on by fca ; it Iwth been 
found more expeditious, fafer,'and even lefa cx- 
'penfive, to go by land, though there are three 
luin'dred ana fixty-four leagues, from 'St Jago 
to Buenos-Ayres, . and tliat more ‘than forty of 
thefcare amidft -the fnows and ’precipices ofithc 
Cordelcirias - 

’ If the ‘conncfllons between thefe two ^flkblifli- 
TOcnts fhould be multiplied or extended, they 
muft be kept up' by the Streights of Magellan, or 
by Cape Horn. It hath been' hitherto a matter 
of doubt which of theic two ways was the hefl ; 
.but the prob/em feems to be foivcd by the'ob- 
fervations of the laft na\igator'!. ^They alrpoll 
gencrally'prefcr the StreightF,*. on 'account of a 
quantity of frefh water, wood, fifh, fhell fillii 
and the infinite number of plants, fpecific rerne- 
dies'againfl: the feurvy, that'are to' be--round 
there. But this preference can only take place 
from September to March, that is to fay, jn the 
fummer months. - During the fhort da)s of 

>\ inter, 
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winter,* U would bc' ncccfiary to Hul only for an o o 1; 
few hours, or ro brave, in a channel moll corn* . 
monly narrow, the violence of the winds the 
rapidtty’of- the currents, and the impetuoOty of 
the waves, with an nlmoft moral certainty of be* 
ing fhipwrecked. In tins fcaibn of the year, the 
open Tea, and confequcnily the doubling of Cape 
Horn, is to be preferred. 

A. HUMBER of combinations, palpably abfurd, 
have conftantly deprived Cliih. of every imme- 
ritatc conncflion with Spain. The little mcr- 
chandife of our heinirphcrc which this country 
could confume, > came to it from Pervi, which 
received them iifclf wuhdiflicuUy, and nt a great 
cxpence, by the road of Panama. The fate of 
Chili was not even changed, when the failing by 
Cape^ Horn was fubftitmed to that which was 
prfltSlifcd by the ifllimus of Darien ; and it was 
not, 'till very late, that the Ihips which ufed to' 
coaft this country in their way to Lima, were 
permitted to leave fome fmall portion of their 
cargoes. Ac length, a more agreeable iprofpeft 
hath opened itfelf to this beautiful country. Since 
the month of February 1778, all the ports of 
the mother countty are allowed to trade there at 
p!e.irure. This .fortunate adoption of the true 
principles of commerce muft >be attended with 
the greateft fuccefs; ’end this innovation will have 
the lame influence over Poraguay. 

Tuts is an* imraenfc region, bounded on theTh*Spt- 
vorth by Peru 'and the Brazils-; on the foulh 
the country bordering on the Sireights of Ma*r®g"y*" 
^ellan ; on the caft by the BraEils; and on theCxrava- 
weft by Chih and Peru. = - * * f fS'eon- 

The Paraguay derives u*s name from a hrgedufidur- 
river which all geographers f have fuppofed toI"c‘'o 
proceed from the lake Jiara>es. The Spanifh 
a.~.d Portuguefe commiOtoners, appointed m 

1751 
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BOOK1751 to regulate the limits of the two cmpfrcj, 

. much furprifed to meet each other at the 

origin of this river, without having perceived 
this mafs of waters, which was fiid to be im- 
men/c. - They a/certained, that what had been 
before taken for a prodigious lake, was nothing 
morC'lhaniB very low portion of 4 and, covered, 
from the fixteenth to the nineteenth degree of 
latitude, in the rainy fcafon, by the overflowings 
of the river. Since tliat period, it is knowri 
that the Paraguay river takes It’s rife in tlic flat 
country called Campo/tes ParaciSy in the thirteenth 
degree of fouihern latitude ; and ' that towards 
the eighteenth degree, it communicates by fome 
very 'narrow channels, with two great Jakes in 
the country of the Chiquiios. 

Bcforb the arrival of the Spaniards, this'im- 
menfe country contained a great number of 
nations, moil of them confifling of a few families. 
Their manners muft have been the fame ; and if 
there had been any difference in their charafters, 
it would not have been perceived by the ftupid 
adventurers,* who had firft fhed the blood 'ofi this 
part of the New World. Thefe people lived 
upon hunting, fifhing, wild fruits, honey, which 
was commonly found in the forefts, and roots 
that grew fpontancous. With a view of procur- 
ing greater plenty of wood, tliey were perpetually 
-wandering from one diftrift to another. As the 
' Indians had nothing to remove but a few earthen 
veflcis, and as branches of trees 'could be found 
every where to build huts with, thefe emigrations 
were attended with few incumbrances. Though 
xbey aU lived in a Jftarc of obfoUxte itide^.i^deor-tv 
yet the neceflity of mutual defence had obliged 
them to conneft thdr interefts. Some indivi- 
duals united under the diredion of a leader, of 
thar own choice. .. Thefe nflbciations, which 
• were 
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were more or Icfs mimerotis, in pro|x)rtion to o 9 p 
the rcpuiaiian end obiUties of the chief, were as 
cafily dtflbived as formed. • ' 

’ The ^difeovery of the river Paraguay was 
made in I5i5» by Diaz de Solis, a noted pilot 
of Cafttle. He and moft of his men were maf. 
facred by the natives, who, to avoid being en- 
{laved, fome years after alfo deftroyed tlie Portu- 
guefe of Brazil. ’ 

‘ -The ivo rival nations, equally alarmed by 
thefe calamities, gave up all thoughts of Paragu.ay, 
and turned 'thttr avaricious views towards aro- 
Iher place. The Spaniards accidentally returned 
therein 1526. 

"• Sebastian Cabot, whom 1496 had made the 
difeovery of Newfoundland for the crown of Engi 
land, finding that kingdom was tco much taken 
up willi domeftic affairs to think of making fet- 
Uements in a new world, offered his fervices to 
CaO.ile, where his reputation made him be fixed 
upon to conduct an Important expedition. i 
* The celebrated for being the firil fliip 

that ever failed round •the world, and the only 
one of Magellan’s fquadron that returned to 
Europe, Ind brought back from the Eaft Indies a 
great quantity of fpices. The great profit that was 
made from the Tale of them, oceafioned a fecond 
o^pediiion, the command of which was given to 
Cabot. In purfuing the track of the former 
Voyage, he arrived at 'the mouth of the Plata, 
^Vhcther he ^Yas in want' of provifions neceflary 
for a longer voyage, or whether, 'which is more 
probable, * his men be^n to be mutinous, he 
I'opped there,' He even failed up the river, gave ' 
it the name of La Phta^ becaufe among tiie 
fpoils of a few Indians, inhumanly put to death, 
fome ornaments of go*d erd filver had been 
found, and built a kind of fortreft at the entrance 
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25 o O K of the river Riotecero, which comes down from 
mountaint of Tiicuman. The oppofition he 
met uith from the inhabitants of the country, 
made him judge, that in older to form a /b!»d 
cflabUniment, other means were ^wanting fupe* 
nor to thofc he had* and, in 1530, he went to 
Spain in order to fblicit them, Thofc of Ills 
companions whom he had left in the colony, were 
moft of them maflacred, and the few wlio cfcaped 
from the arrows of the enemy foon followed 
him. 1 

' Some more confidcrable forces, .led by Men- 
doza, appeared on the river in 1535, and laid 
the foundations of Baenos-A^rcs. They were 
foon reduced to the neceflity of perifhing with 
hunger within their pallifades, or of devoting 
themfelvcs to certain death, if tliey ventured to 
go out of them in order to procure ftibfiftence, 
A return into Europe feemed to be the only way 
of relief from fo defperate a Ciuation t but the 
Spaniards had perfuaded ihemfcives that the in- 
land countries abounded in mines: and this pre- 
judice induced them to perfevere. They 'aban- 
doned a place where tliey could nb longer, re- 
main, and went to found, in 1536, „a colony on 
the jfland of AfTumpiion, three hundred leagues 
up the country, but ftill on the banks of the 
fame river. By this change, they evidently re- 
moved further from the afliftance of the mo- 
ther-country, but they imagined it brought them 
nearer the fource of riches-; and their avidity was 
flill greater than their forefight. , __ , 

They were ftiU however reduced to the ncccf- 
fity of ptrilhing, unlefs they could fuccecd in 
dimtnifhng the extreme antipathy the favages 
bore., them. 'The rnarnage of the Spaniards wiih 
the Indian women, appeared calculated to effcil 
ibis great change; and it was accordingly re/blied 
- upon. 
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'\ipon. From *the' union of two fuch different n 0 0 K 
nations, fprang the race of thcMeffecs, which, in 
procefs of lime,' became fo common in South 
America. Thus it is the fate of the Spaniards, 
in all parts of the world, to be a mixed race. 

♦The blood of the Moors dill flows in their veins 
•in Europe, and that of 'the favageS, in the other 
Hemifphere. Perhaps, this mixture may be of * 
'advantage, if it he a fadt that men, 'as well as 
-animals, are improved by crofiing tlie breed. 

It were indeed to be wifhed, that the various 
-races of mankind were loft in one, that there 
might be an end of thofc national antipathies, 

■which only ferve to perpetuate the calamities of 
v/ar, and all 'thc’'fevcral paflions that dtftroy the 
'human fpecies. 'But difeord'feems- to arlfe of 
fjtfclf between brothers; can it therefore •be’ex- 
•pedlcd that all mankind fhould become one fa » , 

’mily, the children- of which fprung, as it were, 
ffrom the fame common parent, fhould no longer 
.thirft after each’ other’s' blood>' For is not this 
•fatal'thirft'excited and maintained by that of 
gold ? ^ ‘ * ! * 

"* It" was this ffiarricful pallion, which kept up 
'the cruelty of the Spaniards, even after the con- 
‘hedlions they ‘had formed. They feemed to 
'punjffi the Indians for their own * obftinacy in 
'fcarching for gold where there was' none. Seve- 
TaPIbips, which were bringing them troops and 
'ammunition, were loft,’ wuh all they had on 
■board, by venturing too far up the river ; but 
even this circumftance could not prevent them 
from obftinatcly perfifting in their avaricious 
\ie\vs, though they had fo long been difappointcd 
•In them } ’till they'were compelled, by repeated 
kirders from ilie motlier-country, • to rc-cftabhffi 
■Buenos Ayres. ■ ■ , 

• This 
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BOOK This ncccfiary wndcmking'Was now become 
^ cafy. The Spaniards, who had multiplied in 
Paraguay, were ftrong enough to reftrain or 
deftroy the nations that , might oppofe them. 
Accordingly, as it had been cypefted. they met 
with hitlqdifiiculiy. Juan Ortiz de Zarate exe- 
cuted the plan in 1580, . and lebuilt BuepoS- 
Ayres upon the fame fpoc tvhidi liad been fof- 
■faken for forty years, ^mcof the petty nations 
in tile neighbourhood, fubmittcd to the yoke. 
Thofc which were more attached to their Jiberty, 
•went to a greater diftance, with a view of, .re- 
moving --ftiir further, in proportion as their op- 
jircflbrs fhould extend their e/lablilhments, .‘JVfoft 
■of them at laft took refuge in Chaco. » , 

SuehofAe This country, which is -two hundred and fifty 
-leagues in lenctli, andione hundred and fifty ip 
fubmhto breadth, isjedconed one of iheibeft in Anvertcaj* 
Audit is thought to be peopled -with one hundred 
thoufand favages./ They form, -as in other .parts 
itChactl. , of 'the Kew World, a gr^t .number .of nations, 
forty Jix or forty-lcven of which arc vpry jraper- 
fcftly known, .t , 

THid region ts traverfed by feveral rivers. 
The Pilcomayo, more conllderable than (SH the 
(Tcft, ifilics'/rom the province of Chpreas, .and 
.divides into two branchca, fevcntyileaguesibeforc 
4t empties itfcif into the Rio de la Plata' ^Thc 
courfc of^this river appeared to be the moll con- 
ivenient way of eftablilhing fettled connexions 
Jjctween Paraguay ard Peru. 'It was not, how- 
levcr, lull 'I702, -tliat an attempt was made ,to 
dail up it. The people who. dwelt upon the 
jbank.^T undcjBnod very wcU fbouW 

Jfooncrorlater bcenflawd, if the expedition werp 
ifucccfsful., '.and they ptevented .this nusfprtunc . 

‘ by maflaenng all the Spaniards who were engaged 
an it,.. 1 - r 

^INETEEK 
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■ NtKEtttJr years nfter* the Jcfuits rcfumed thisB o o K 
grand project*, but tvhen they had advanced , ■ 
three hundred and fifty leagues, they were forced 
to put back, becaufe they were in want of water 
to Continue their voyage. * They were blamed 
for having undertaken it in the months of Sep- 
tember, October, and November, which, m 
thefe countries, are the dry feafonsj and there ia 
tio doubt but that the entcrpnfc would be fuc- 
CfefifuHn the otherfeafonsof the year. 

This road of communication muft cither have 
appeared lefs advantageous, or muft have pre- 
fented greater difficulties than were at firft con- 
xeised, fincO no attempt hath fince been made to 
open it. The government, however, have not 
Entirely given up their ancient projeift of fub- 
duing theft people. After incrwible fatigues, 
hhd which were for a long time ufelefs, fome 
^ifiionarits have at length fucceeded in fixing 
three thoufand bf theft wanderers, in fourteen 
Villages, fcven of which' are fituaied on the fron- 
tiers of Tuenman, four on the fide of Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra, two towards Taixa, and 
only one in the 'neighbourhood of AiTumption 
Ifland. 

NoTWfTHSTANOttJG thc frcqucnt fneurnonsTheSpa- 
of the inhabitants of Chaco, and the fury of fome 
■other lefs nurrtcrous colonics, Spain hath fuc- founding 
ceeded in forhiitig three great provinces in this**’^®**"*® 
idiftriCt. That Which is called Tucuman, is even, ?Ceu\un- 
■v,’en watered, and wholeftmc. The cotton and 
the 'corn that is -confumed in the country, is »cul- ° 
tivated therewith ihe'grcatcft fuccefs ; and 'ftme 
experiments have Ihewn, that indigo, and the 
•other prodviftions peculiar to the New World, 

. Voiild thrive there as well os in-any of the ftttle- 
ments which they have enriched for fo long a * 
time. The forefts ate all*filled-with honey; and 
- ■ there 
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BooKthere arc nor, perhaps,, bcrter pafturagcs on the 
face of the globe. ,Mon: of -the woods ore of a 
fuperior kind. 'There is one tree in particular, 
known by the name of Qiiebracho, which is 
faid^to be nearly as hard, as weighty,' and .as 
durable as the beft marble, and which on account 
of the difficulty of conveyance, is fold at Potofi 
. for as much as ten ihonfand livres *. • That por- 
tion of the Andes which is. in this diflrift is 
abounding in gold-and copper, and fome mines 
have been 'already opened iljcre, ^ - > 

- But it would require an infinite number of 
hands, to extract from this immenfe territory the 
riches it contains. Notwithftanding this the per- 
fons-who give the moft favourable accounts of it’s 
population do not reckon ujto amount to more 
than one hundred thoufand inhabitants, Spaniards, 
Indians, and Negroes. rThey are -colleiftcd in 
feven village?, of. which S.ilnt Tago del Eftcro Is 
the principal, or arc difinbuted upon fcattered 
domains, jfome of which have more than twelve 
leagues in extent, and rcckon-.33 far as forty 
thoufand horned - cattle, • and fix thoufand horfes, 
without including otiicr herds of animals of lefs 
importance, " . <> 

Thu province which is particularly called Pa- 
raguay, tS' much too damp, on account of the 
foicfls, lakes,- and rivers, with which it is co- 
‘“vered. -Accordingly, exclufive of the celebrated 
miflions of the fame name which belong to it, it is 
not computed to contain more than fifty-fix thou- 
fand inhabitants.' Four hundred only are at Af* 
fumpiioti, the capital j two other viflages, which 
nlfo ij£aT,Alic*jiameji xxf Jio-wn;^ iiav^ .ftill .l^fs 
number. Fourteen colonics, governed upon the 
fame' principle, as ihofe of the Guaranis, contain 
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fijc ilioufand 'Indians/' AU the refl live In' thcB o o K 
country places, where they cultivate tobacco, cot- , 
ton, and fugar, which arc fcnt, with the herb of 
Paraguay, to Buenos-Ayrcs, from whence Tome 
mercantile articles brought from* Europe arc re- 
ceived in exchange, ' . ' - 

This country was always cxpofcd to the ex* 
curfions of the Portuguefe on the caftcrn fide, and 
to thofe of the favagcs on the north and on the 
well. ’ It was iieceflary to adopt fome mode of 
driving back enemies that were moftly impla- 
cable, ’ Forts were conftrudked; lands were appro- 
priated to the 'maintenance of them ; and every 
citizen hound himfelf to defend them for a week 
in every month. Thefe arrangements, anciently 
made. Hill fubfift. If, however, this fcrvicc fliould 
be difijgrecable’to any one, or Ibould interfere ’ 
with Iiis Dufinefs, he may be freed from it by pay-* 
ing from 6o to too Uvres*, according to his 
fortune. 

The part which at prefent conllitutcs the pro- 
vince of Buenos-Ayres, was originally part of 
that of Paraguay, It was not Icparatcd from it 
tilliSar, and it remained for a long time in the 
greaieft obfeurity. A fraudulent trade, which, 
after the peace of Utrecht, was opened with it 
by the fcitlements of the Portuguefe at Saint Sa- 
crament, and which enabled it to form fixed 
coaneftions with Chili and Peru, imparted to it 
fome aaivity. The misfortune that happened to 
thc'fquadron under Pizarro, who in 1740 was 
commiflloned to protect thc^uth Sea a^inll’the 
forces of. Great mcreafed it’s 909uIation 

and adlivity. They both received an addition of 
extenfion from ihotc cntcrprifing men who fettled 
in this country, when the courts of Madrid end 

• Frofa il. ICS. to 4I. j». 4d. 

VoL. III. o 


cf 



HISTORY OF SETTLCMCNTS AND TRADC 


»94 

nooKof Lilbon luidcrtoofc ’ i& fix the 'too iinccrtairt 
. limns of their territory. At length, the war car- 
ried on in 1776, between thefe two powers, with 
troops fent from Europe, contributed to give fiiil 
greater fblfdity to the colony. ' 

At prefent, the two banks of the river, from 
the ocean to Jlncnos-Ayres, and from Buenos- 
Ayres to Santa*Fc, arc either covered with nu- 
merous flocks, or tolerably well cultivated. Com, 
maize, fruits, and pulfe, every thing, tin a word, 
which fupplics the ordinary \vants of Jjfc, except 
wine and wood, grows there in great abundance. 
OfttiftM- BuEtfos-AYnESjthe capiuil of the colony, unites 
advantages. The fnualton is hcaltliy and 
•ndoftfie plcafjnt, aod thc.atr temperate. It is regularly 
t'hich'ni* huilt. U*s Arecis arc wide, ond compofed of 
Tig«tor» * houfes that are extremely low, but all of them 
munfur- are'embellifhed with a garden of greater or lefs 
sccthere Tlie public and private buddings, which 

fifty years ago^ were all made of earth, are more 
folid and cornmodious, fince the natUes have 
learned the arc of making brick and lime. The 
number of inhabitants amounts to thirty thou- 
fand. ‘ One fide of the town is defended by a fort- 
refs, v/idi a garrifon of fix or feven hundred men: 
and the reft is furrounded by the river. Two 
thoufand nine hundred and ■ forty-ihfee milltta, 
Spaniards, Indians, Negroes, and free Mulattoes, 
are alwa>s ready to join the regulars. 

The loNvn (lands fixiy leagues from the fea^ 
The (hips get to it by failing up a river that 
wants depth, is full of tflands, flioals, and rocks, 
dnd where ftorros are more frequent and more 
Vtitfti oti \Vrt; oceari Yt is necefiary tt> 
anchor every night on the fpot they come to •, and 
On the moft moderate days, a pilot muftgo be- 
“fore m a boat to found the way for the ihip. Af- 
ter having furmounted thefe difficulties, the finps 
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are obliged to flop at the diftance of three leagues B o o k 
fromtlie town, to put their goods on board feme . 
light vcfiels, and to go to refit, and to wait for 
their cargoes, at Incenada de Barngan, fituated 
feven or eight leagues below 

This is a kind of Milage, formed by ibme huts 
built \Mth rufhcs co\ered with hides and fcat- 
tercd about without order Neither magazines 
nor fubfifience are to be fourd there, and the 
place IS inhabited only bj a few indolent men, from 
wliom fcarce anj fervice is to be exp‘‘£lcd The 
mouth of a river, which from five tofixtliou- 
fand toifes broad, ferves it for a harbour No fliips 
that draw above twelve feet of water can ente- ic 
Ycficls that require more depth are obliged to 
nUe refuge behind a neighbouring point, where 
the anchorage, fortunaiel), is nore inconvenient 
than dangcroi s. 

The infufhciency of thisafjlum ocenfioned, m 
1-26, the town of Montevideo to be built forty 
leagues below Buenos Av res, and up)on a ba> 
which IS two leagues in depth It is defended on 
the fide of the land by a well conflrucVed cita 
del , and protciled on the fide of the river by 
batteries judicioully placed Unfortunately, there 
are not more than four or five fathoms of water, 
and the vefTels arc obliged to run aground Tins 
IS no great inconvenience for the mercliantmen, 
bin the men ot war penfh fpcedily upon tins 
mud, and are eafil) warped Some experienced 
n'’vigator«, on whom nature h*’th bellowed i 
fniric of obfervatioa, ha e obfetved, that with 
iittlc labour and cxp—ce, one of the fineft har- 
bours m the world might have been coiiftruded 
in the reighbourhood, on the itvcr Same Lucia 
In order to cfieil this;, the oil> thing neceflary 
vasto dig away the bank of fand which renders 
the entrance ot it diPcuU The coart of Madrid 
O 2 will 
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BOOK will fooner or later be obliged to adopt this p^an j 
. fince Maldonado, which was fhcir only hope, is 

at prefent acknowledged to be one or the worfl 
harbours hi the world. < ’ 

Oftheherb Xhe rlchcft producc tliat comes from the three 
gLyfuie provinces, is 'the herb of Paraguay. It is the 
chiefrich- leaf of a middle-llzcd tree, which hath not been 
'oio^ deferibed or obferved by any botanifl-, The'rafte 
coony. firnilanto that of mallows, and in lliape it re- 
fembles an orange tree. It is divided into three 
forts. The fir/I, called caacuys, is the bud tvhen 
it jufl begins to unfold it’s leaves. This is far fit* 
pcrior to the other two, but will not keep fo 
long, and it is therefore difficult to export it to 
any diflance. The next, which is called caaminu 
is the full grown leaf ftripped of ii*s Halks. If 
thefe be left on, it is called caagu(tz<iy which is the 
third fort. The leaves are fir/t roafted, and then 
kept in pits digged in the ground, and covered 
with bulls hides. 

The mountains of Maracayu, at the caft fide 
of Paraguay, furnifh the herb • that is Inofl 
ellcemcd The tree which produces it grows in 
the marlhy valfies that lie between the hills. The 
city of AfTumpiion firil brought this produdlion, 
which was the delight of the favages, into re* 
pute. The exportation of it procured confidcr- 
able riches to the town. But this advantage wa^ 
not of long continuance, for all the Indians of 
that diftrlift were loon loft In tlie long xoyage 
they were obliged to take. The whole country 
became a defert for forty leagues round the city, 
and the inhabitants were obliged to give up this 
trade, whicA wastfie oafy lource of tfieir weaftli. 

To this firft mart fucceeded that of Villa Rica, 
which was nwrer to the produftion by thirty-fix 
leagues This alfo foon came to nothing, for the 

• fame 
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fame rcafon as had occafioned the fall of that toB o o K 
which it had fucceeded. ^ ^ 

At length, in the beginning of tlie century, 
Cunuguati was built, at the diftance of a hundred 
leagues from Aflutnpiion, and at the foot of the 
mountains of Maracayu. It is at prefent the 
great market for the herb of Paraguay ; but a 
competition hath lately xifen up againft it, from 
a quarter where there was noreafon toexpeftone. 

The Guaranis, who at firft gathered the herb 
only in fufficlent quantity for their own, confump- 
tion, colleftcd it, in procefs of time, for fale. 

This employment, and the length of the voyage, 
kept them abfent from their colonies for a con- 
fiderable part of the year. During this interval, 
they were all deprived of inftruftion. Many of 
them perifh?d by change of air and fatigue. 

Some grew weary of this laborious employment, 
and retired into the woods, where they refumed 
their former way of life. Befides, the miflions, 
deprived of their defenders, were expofed to the 
inroads of die enemy. Thcfe evils were too nu- 
merous. To obviate them, thejefuits procured 
feeds from Maracayu, and (owed them in ihofe 
parts of the land that were moft analagous to the 
foil they were brought from. They grew up very 
rapidly, and have not d^encrated, at Icafl; in 
any fenfible degree. 

The produce of thefc plantations, added to that 
which grows fpontaneonOy, is very confiderable. 
part of this remains in the three provinces Chili 
and Peru confurac annually twen^*five ’thoufand 
quintals of it, which coft them near two millions 

A’jTes- • 

This herb, which the Spaniards and other in- 
habitants of South America take fo much delight 


in, 
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BOO Kin, and to which they attribute Co many virtuer, 
ill general ufc through this part of the Kew 
World. It is dried and reduced almofl to pow- 
der, then put into a cup with fiigar, icnio’i-jufce, 
and fwcci.fccnted paftc; boiling water is after- 
wards thrown upon It, and it is drunk off dl- 
re£\ly, before it hath time to turn black. 

Connefli- The herb of Paraguay is of no confcquence to 
**'*^®^P^* Europe, which doth not confumc any of if; nor 
”th*i^e do we intercft ourftlvcs more about the tr;!de, 
neinh- \vhtch tills diftfliV carrics on wiili ilic other regions 
Sjrrrfw, of the New World, in excellent mules. 

■niwiih’ This ufcful animal is generally multiplied upon 
spam. territory of Bucnos-A)res. The inhabitants 

of the Tucurnan carry there woods for building, . 
and wav, which they exchange every year lor 
fixiy thotifand mules of two years old,' whicli for- 
merly coft no more than three llvrcs* each, but 
which now coft from eight to tenf. They are 
kept fourteen months in the paAures of Cordova, 
eight in thofe of Silia, and ore condud\ed through 
roads of fix, feven, and nine hundred leagues, by 
herds of fifteen hundred or two ihoufand, into 
Peru, where they arc fold near Oruro, Cufeo, and 
Guan^a-Velica, at the rate of feventy or a hun- 
dred Itvrcs J, according to ihe greater or kfs dtf* 
taocc they come from. ' 

Beside this, the Tucuman furnilbes to Potofi 
fixtccn or 'eighteen thoufand oxen, and four or 
five thdnfand horfes, brought forth and reared 
upon it’s own territory ‘This diflndt would fup- 
ply twenty times as much of both, if it werepof- 
fiblc to finds mart for them. 

It will perhaps be a matter of more confe- 
f^uence to our merchants, to know the route th? 

Si + From Ss Ed to 8s id 
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cargoes take, which they fend into this part of this*^ ^ 
hemifpliere 

There is fddom any conncftion between the 
\tllages feattcred over d»s region, at a great dif^ 
tance from each other Befide that it could not 
be k-pi up without great fatigue and much dan 
gcr. It would be of little ufc to men wlio ha\c 
not any thing, or who ha\e fcarce any thing, to 
offer or to require Buenos Ayres alone was 
much inicreftcd in finding a \cnt for ilie mcr- 
chandife it received from Europe, fomctimcs open- 
ly, and fomeiimcs fraudulent!) , and it at laft fuc- 
ceeded in opening a tolerably tegular trade with 
Chill and with Peru Originally the caravans, 
which carried on this traffic, had recourfe to the 
life of tne needle to conduit them through the v aft 
deferts they were obliged to traverfe , but in pro- 
cefs oftime they have travelled without thishnftru- 
ment, which is fo neceffiary for other purpofes of 
much greater importance 
At prefent, carnages fet out from Buenos- 
/Wres for their rcfpcilivc dcftinations Several 
of them go together, m order to be able to refift 
the favage nations which attack them on tlicir 
march They arc all drawn by four oxen, carry 
fifty quintals and travel feven leagues 1 day, 

Thofe which take the route of Peru ftop it Jn 
gc), after having gone over four luindrcd and 
lixty feven leagues, and thofe which arc deftmed 
for Cliih have no more than two hundred and 
fivty four to go over to reach Mendoza The 
firft receive four piaftrcs, or twenty one hvres 
eight fols * per quintal , and the fecond a price 
prtipomoned to tfie jpacctficy have traveffea’ over 
Thefe carnages arc always followed b) a herd of 
woolly and horned caul* The travellers who arc 

* I s je I 
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*efl 'HISTORY OF SETnXXtrNTS AN’D TRADE 

BOOKured or faiigufd lliecarrtnce ride upon ihs 
^_JJ[Jj^iiorrcs i the oxen ferve both for food, and alfo for 
change in tlie harocis. 

Tuc'year 1764, was ihc fonunate period of an* 
other tilcful inftttuiion. The miniftry had at 
length determined 10 difpatch, every two months, 
from Corunna, a packet-boat for Ruenos-Ayres* 
This was tt ftaple from which it was ncccfl*ary to 
fend the letters and paflengers into all the SpanilTi 
poflcnions in the Smith Sea, The p.ifr3gc was 
nine hundred and forty-fix leagues to Lima, and 
three hundred and fixty-fonr to St. YagOj and 
n part of this vaft fpacc was occupied by im- 
menfe defens. An oflivc and intelligent man 
contrived, howcvci^ to cftablidi a regular port 
from the capital of Paraguay, to the capitals of 
Pern and Chili, to the great advantage of the 
three colonies, and confequcntly pf the mother- 
country. 

Paraguay fends fcveral articles of gre.ttcr or 
lefs irnportance to* Spain i but they have all been 
brought there from neighbouring diflricls. The 
only thing’ it furnifhcs from it’s own territory is 
hides. 

When the Spaniards forfbok Buenos-Ayres in 
1539, in order to go up the river again, they left 
in the neighbouring fields fome horned cattle, 
which they bad brought over from their own 
country. They multiplied to fuch n degree, that 
when the town was re-cftab!i(hcd,.no oncchofcto 
appropriate them. ‘ It was afterwards found ufeful 
to knock them on the head, in order to fell their 
hides in Europe. The rnanner of doing this is 
remarkable. 

A NUMBER of huntfmen on horfeback repair to 
fuch places as arc moflly frequented by the wild 
bulls. Each huntHnan purfucs the bull he fixes 
uj)on, ,and hamftrings him with* a fl^arp iron cut 

.S' ' ‘in 
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'm the fliape" of a crefcent, and faflcncd to a longB 0 o k 
handle When the animal* falls down, tliehuntf- . f 
man attacks others, and difab'cs them in the fame 
manner. After Tome dajs fpeni in this violent 
excrenfe, tkehvintfmcn letuni in fearcht>f the bulls' 
they have difabicd, which they flay, carry away , 
the hides, and fometimes the tongues and the fat : 
the reft they leave to be detoured by wild dogs 
or vultures , 

The price of hides was lb loW at firfl, that 
they coil no more than, two litres*, though the 
buyers refufed thofe iliat had the leall defeat, 
becaufe they were fubjedl' to the fame tax as 
'others that'wereiH thewll condition. In proCcls 
of time, the number of them dimuuthcd fo 
much, that u was neceflary to give foriy»ihrce 
hvres fourfolsf for the larce* ones, thirty feven 
hvres fixteen (blsj for thofc of on intermediate 
fize, and thirty two 'hvres eight fols § for the 
fmall ones. The government, whicli (aw with 
regret thisbrancli of commerce gradually reduced 
to nothing, forbade the kiUtiig of the young 
'bulls Some a£livc inhabiiams collcdlcd a great 
number of heifers in immenfc parks , and fince 
thefe innovations have been made:, the hides, 
whifch have all the hair on, and which weigh from 
twenty to fifty pounds, have been lowered about a 
‘third m their price. They all pay eleven livrcs|| 
to government 

From 1*748 tb 1753, Spam received annually 
from this colony 8,752,065 hvres^. The gold 
that made part of in\s fum amounted to 1,524 705 
.b.wj;**, aW.CvVw.'; 

the produdlions to 3,447,360 livrcs JJ, The laft 
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BOO K article was compofed of three hundred quintals of 
Vicuria wool, ' which ‘pfoduced '207,360 livres^i 
and of one hundred and fifty thoufand hides, which 
brought 3,240,000 livrcsf. All this was for the 
benefit ot trad^ and none of it belonged to the 
government. , ' * - ’ ' , ■ 

The mother-country will fbon receive from 
this region other articles of value ; both becaufc 
the colony of Sainr Sacrament, through whi^i 
the riches ufed to flow, is' now taken out of the 
hands of thc'Portuguelh, and becaule Paraguay 
hath acquired a ftate of greater importance than 
. ^that which It -enjoyed. 1 

Afortu- ‘The immenfecnipirc which Caflile bad founded 
5 aJio””®‘in' South America, was for a long time fubordi- 
»hi<hmuftnate to one ftngle chief. The parts that were 
j.diftanc from, the center of authority, were then 
Pawglur.'neceflarily abandoned to the caprices, the inex- 
perience, and the rapacity of a multitude of fub- 
' aliern tyrants. No Spaniard, .and no Indian, was 
mad enough to travel ihoufands of miles in order 
to lay claim tojuftice, which he was almoft certain 
of not obtaining. The force of habit, which fo 
often ftifles the voice of reafon, and which go* 
X'cms ftates with flill more ablblpte Avay than it 
‘docs individuals, prevented men from difcerning 
'rhe true caufe of to many calamities. At length 
ithe confufion became fo general, that what is call- 
ed the New Kingdom 01 Granada was detached, 
in 14 x 8 , ‘from thisenormous extent of dominion, 
'it flili remained mudi too confiderable; and the 
miniftry have again confined it, in J766, by form- 
ing of part of the diocefe of Cufeo, of the whole 
of that of La Paz, of the Archbifhopric of La 
Plata, of the provinces of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
of Cuyo, of Tucaman, and of Paraguay, another 
\ iccroyaUy % the feat of which is at Buenos-Ayres. 
The ^vernment will, undoubtedly, foon regu- 
‘ ^ + 135,0001 late 
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late the defliny of thefe iinguhr miffions, which B o o K 
have been rendered equally celebrated by the . . 

prajfcs of their panegynfts, as by the (aitres of their 
detractors 

America had been laid uafte during the courfe Principles 
of a century, when the Jcfuits conveyed e/ulis 

that indefatigable adtivity, which, from their founded 
firft origin, had made them fo fingularly remark their mif 
able Thefe cnterpriCmg men covild not tscall 
from the tomb, the too numerous viClims which 
had been unfortunately plunged into it by a blind 
ferocioufnefs , they could not drag out of the 
bonds of the earth, the timid Indians whom the 
avarice of the conquerors obliged daily ro de- 
fccnd there Their tender nnxiety was turned 
towards the favages, whom a wandering life had, 

*till then, preferved from the fword and from ty- 
ranny The plan was to draw them out of their 
forefts and 10 colIcCt them into a national body, 
but at a diftance from the places inhabited by the 
opprelTors of the New Hemifpherc. Thefe views 
were crowned with more or Icfs fuccefs, m Cali- 
fornia, among the Moxos, among the Chiquitos, 
upon the river AraaEon, and in fomc other coun 
tries Neverthdefs, none of their inftitutions 
acquired fo great a degree of fplcndour as that 
which was mrmcd at Paraguay , becaufe it had 
for u s bafis the maxims followed by the Incas m 
the government of ihcir cropue, and in their con- 
quefts. 

The defeendants of Manco Capac, iifed to 
march to ihcir frontiers with armies, winch at 
Icaft knew how to obey, to fight, and to intrench 
thcmfdvcs, and who, together wiili better offen- 
fivc weapons than thofe of the favagec, had allb 
fhields and dcfenfivc weapons, which their ene- 
mies had not Thej propofed to the ratio 1 which 
they wanted to unuc to their government, to cm 

brace 
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BO OK brace their religion* laws, tind manners. Tl^cfe 
invitations vvere moft commonly reje(fled, Frcfh 
deputies were Tent, who urged thefe matters more 
ftrenuoufly ilian the .former. Sometimes they 
were murdered; and the lavages fell t fuddenly 
upon thofc whom they reprcfented. .The troops 
that were att.acked, had generally the advantage ; 
but they fufpeiided the fight the ififtant they had 
gained the victory * and treated ihtir prifoners Ib 
kindly, that they afterwards infpired their com- 
panions with an afle^lion for a conqueror fo hu- 
mane, A Peruvian army feldom began the at- 
tack, and the Inca hath often been known to for- 
bear <ho{liliiies, even after he had experienced the 
perfidy of the barbarians,' and fcveral of his foldj- 
ers had been murdered. 

- The Jefuits, who had no army, confined them* 
fcives to the arts of perfuafion. They penetrated 
into the forefts in fearcli of the favages, and pre- 
vailed, upon them to renounce their old cudoma 
and prejudices, to embrace a religion which they 
did not comprehend, and to enjoy the fvveets of 
focicty, to which they were before firangers, 

.The Incas had another advantage over the 
fuitc, which was the .nature of their , religi 
calculated . to ftrike the.fcnfcs, lt..is a,im 
eafy matter to pcrfiiadcmcn to worlhip the { 
which feems to announce it’s own divinity to m 
tals, than to adore an invifible God, and to 
litve doftrines and myfleries which they can 
comprehend, ^.Accordingly, the milRonarics had 
the prudence to civilize the favages in fome mea- 
furc, before they attempted to convert them. 
They did not pretend to make them Clirlflians, 
'till they had made them men. As foon as they 
. had got them together, they began to procure 
thein every advantage they had promifed them, 

- and induced them to ctnhracc Chrilb'aruty, tihcn, 

by 
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by tncWng them Itappy, they had contributed 
render them tradlable. ^ 

They imitated the example of the Incas in the 
divifjon of the lands into three (hares ; for reli- 
gious pnrpofes, for the public, and for indivi- 
duals* they encouraged working for orphans, old 
people and foldiers 5 they rewarded great adlions { 
the)’ infpeited or ceufurcd the morals of the peo- 
ple ^ they praflifcd afts of heacvolence ; they 
eftabihhtd teitivals, and intermixed them with 
laborious cmplo^merts-, they appointed rnjiitary 
cxcTcifes, kept up a fpsrir of fubordication, in- 
tented prcfervaiit ce agaicfc idlenefs, and mfpired 
them with rcfpecl for religion and \-irtue : in a 
word, vrlutever was valuable in the legiflation of 
the Incas, was adopted, or even improved upon 
at Paraguay. > 

The Incas and the Jefuits had alike cflablilhed 
fuch a f)(lcm of regularity and order, as pre- 
s*cntcd the cammiihon of crimes, and removed 
the neceflliy of punifhmcnt. There was hardly 
fuch a thing as a delinquent in Paraguay. The 
morals of the people were good, ond were main- 
tained in this (late of purit) by dill milder me- 
thods than had been made ufc of in Peru. The 
laws had been fe^*erc in that empire, they were not 
fo arrong the Guaranis. Puuifhments were ‘rot 
dreaded there, ard men feared nothing but tlie 
rcpNiach of their own confeie^ct. 

After the example of the Incas, the Jefuits 
lad tdablilhed tlic ihcocratical government, with 
on additional advantage peculiar to the ChriRian 
religion, this was the practice of coflfellion \ 
which, in Paragiisy, brought the giilty petfon 
to the feet of the magidrate. There, far from 
palliating Hs crime, remorle made him rather* 
aggravate it*, a-d tndcad of c'’deavDuri’’g to 
elude his pjrifbmerr, he imp’oreJ it on his ' 
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B o O KLnees The more public nnd feverc it was, tlie 
. _ more did it contribute to quiet his confcicnce 
By thefe means, punifhment, which m all other 
places IS the terror of the guilty, was here con 
fidered as a fource of confolation to them, as it 
{lifted the pangs of rcmorfe by the expiation of 
the guilt Tile people of Paraguay had no civil 
laws, becaufe they knew of no property, nor had 
they any criminal ones, becanfe every one was 
his own accufer, and \olnntarily fubmittcd topii 
nifhment iheir oil} laws were the precepts of 
religion Theocracy would be the moft: excel 
lent of all governments, if it were poftible to 
preferve it in it’s purity, but to effedl this, it 
would be neceflarj that religion fhould teacit 
nothing but the duties of fociety , that it fhould 
confiderjiothing as a crime but what rioJaies the 
natural tights of mankind , that it’s precepts 
fhould not fubftitute pra)ers m hen of labour, 
vain ceremonies indead of works of chanty, or 
imaginary fcruples to juft remorfe This was 
not entirely the cafe at Paragua) The Spamfli 
miftionancs had brought along with them too ma 
iiy of their monadic notions nnd praftices Per 
haps, howetcr, fo much good had never been done 
to men, with Co little injurj 

There were more arts and co tenienccs in the 
republics of the Jcfuits, than there had been even 
in Cufeo ufclf, without more luxur) The life 
of com was unknown there The watchmaker, 
wearer, lockfmith, and tajlor, all depofited their 
\ orl s in public warcboufes T hc> were fupplicd 
w iih ever) necefiary of life, and liie hulbandman 
had laboured for tbcm The rel gious inftiiutors, 
aifilfed* 6y magiifrates wfto were cliolcn by trie 
p-ople, attended to the fcrcral wants of the whole 
communin 
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n o o K bonds of the rnme religion, were n fecnrity agamft 
. nnj fcircitj that might happen from tlie incon- 

ftancy or inclemency of the fcalbn^: , where public 
juflicc Iiad ne\cr been reduced to tlic cru'l nec'^f- 
fity of condemning a fingic malcPiflor to death, 
to Ignominy, or to any pumnimcnt of long du 
ration ; where the \cry names of a tax or a law- 
fuir, thofe two terrible (courges which every w here 
elfc ifilidl mankind, were unknown, fuch a coun- 
try muft naturally be expedlcd to have been the 
mull populous m the world , and yet it was far 
from being fo 

Tina empire, which began in the 5 car id’io, 
extends from the nver Paran, which runs into 
the Paragua under the aoth degree of foutli lati- 
tude, to the Uragua that falls into the fame river 
towards ilic 34th degree. 0 1 the barks of thofe 
two great rivers, which defeend from the moun 
tains near Brazil, in the fertile plains that he bea 
tween them, the Jefuitshad al.eady, 101676, fet- 
tled twenty two colonies , though no account hath 
been given of their degree of population In 1702, 
there were twency-mne, conihling in all of 22,761 
families, which amounted to bp 4^1 fouls No 
account, that can be dep-nded upon, ever made 
the number of villages amount to more than 
thirty two, nor that of the inhabitants to more 
than 121,168 

These religious legifiaiors have long been 
fufpeCted of couccahng the number of tlicir fub 
jccfls, with a view of defrauding Spain of the tri-* 
bute ihefc people had voluntarily fubmittcd to 
pay, and the court of Madrid hath difcovCred 
ibme anxiety on that account An exadl inauiry 
hath dilpcllcd thofe injurious and ill ground^ 
fufpicions * Can it with any probability be lup» 
pofcd,that a fociety, whofe idol was alwajs glory, 
Ihould, for a mean and fordid inteicft, facnficeJ 
■J fenfe 
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fenfe of greatnefs, adequate to the majcfty of anB o o K 
cftablilhmcnt they were forming with fo much . 
care and pains? 

Those who were too well acquainted with the 
genius of the fociety, to charge it with fuch in- 
jurious and illiberal accufations, have pretended 
that the number of the Guaranis did not incrcafe, 
becaufe they perifhed by working in the mines. 

This accufation, urged above a hundred years 
ago,^ hath been propagated by the fame Ipirit of 
avarice, envy, and malignity, that firfl: invented 
it. The greater pains the Spanifli miniftry have 
employed in fcarch of thefe hidden treafurcs, the 
more they have been convinced that they were all 
chimerical. If the jefuits had difcovercd any 
fucli treafures, they certainly would have taken 
care to conceal the difcovfjry} which, if known, 
wbuld have introduced every kind of viccj by 
which their empire would foon have been fub- 
verted, and their power totally dcflroyed. , 

Others arc of opinion that the oppreffion of 
monkifh government muft have checked the po- 
pulation of the Guaranis. But oppreflion con- 
fifls, in impofing labour and examine tribute 
by compulfion } in arbitrary levies, of men or 
money to fupply armies and fleets, deftined for 
deftruftion in the violent execution of laws 
made without the confent of the people,' and con- 
trary to the remonftrances of the magiftrates j in 
the violation of public, and the eflablllhmenc of 
private privilege j in. the inconfiftcncy of the 
principles of an authority, which, under pretence 
of being founded by divmc will on the right of 
the fword, lays claim to every thing by the one, 
and commands every thing by the other j which 
makes ufe of force to eflabliflt religion, and of 
religion to influence the dccifions ofjuftice: this 
is oppreflion. ' But it can never cxiftj tvhere every 

.VoL. Ill, P aflion 
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■BOO kaftion'-ir th& refult of voluntary fubmiflloh, ftn3 
proceeds from inclination founded on con\iftion, 
and where nothing is done but from choice and 
Tutl approbation This is that gentle 'fway of 
opinion, ‘the only one, perhaps, that ht is lawful 
for one man to cxcrcifc over another, becaufeit 
makes thofe people happy who fnbmit to it 
Such, undoubtedly, was that of ’the Jefuits m 
Paraguay, fince whole ‘nations came voluntarily 
to incorporate themfelves into Iheir government, 
and none have ever thrown off the yoke It 
cannot be pretended that fifty mifilonanes could 
have been able to compel a hundred thoufand 
Indians to be their (laves, who had it m their 
powet cither to maflacre their pnells, or to take 
Tcfugc m the deferts This (Irange paradox would 
be equally rejeilcd by men of a fangumeor of a 
creduloiis tiifpofition ‘ ^ 

Some perfons have fufpcdlcd that the Jefuitrf, 
had propagated that love of celibacy among 
ihcir people, which was fo prevalent m Europe 
*1n the dark age* of ignorance, and is not yet 
entirely eradicated, nomithflandmg it hath con- 
llantly been urged how contrary it is to nature, 
Tcaibn,* and foctety. But this opinion is entirely 
without foundation The miflionaries have never 
even given any idea to their converts, of a 
fuperftiuon which vas totally improper and 
mconfifient wiih the climate , and would have 
been fufficient to prejudice them agamfi: their 
beft mftituiions, or to defeat the dehirn of 
them 

Politicians have further endeavoured to ac- 
count for the want of population among the 
Guaranis, from their havii^ no property T/ic 
idea under which we conhder property, namdy 
as'a fource of the mcrcale both of men and Tub 
fificnce, IS an iinqueftionablc truth , but fuch is 
^ the 
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the fate of the bell inftiiiitions, that our errorsB O O K, 
will often threaten tlicir deftrui^ion Under the . — 
law of property, when it is attended with avarice, 
ambition, luxury, a mnltitude of imaginary 
wants, and ^varlou3 other irregularities arifing 
from the imperfc^lions of oiir governmenrs, and 
from the bounds of our pofldlions, either too 
confined, or too extended, prevent, at the fame 
lime, both the feruhty of our lands and the 
incrcafc of our fpecies. Thefe inconveniences 
exiftcd not in Paraguay. All uerc fure of fub- 
fiftencc*, conrequendy all enjoyed the great ad- 
vantages of property, though deprived, in a flridt 
fenfe, of the tight to it. This privation cannot 
juftly be confidcfcd as the rcalbn tliat hath im- 
peded theprogrefs of population among thcm.i 
A MBRCCNARY writcf, or one who is blinded 
by his hatred, hath ventured to publiHi, lately, 
in the face of the whole univerfe, that the terri- 
tory occupied by the Guaranis could not,fubfift 
more than the number of men who exiflcd upon 
it, and that the mifiionancs, rather than fuffer 
them to extend themfch'cs lo as to have an in- 
lercourfe wnli the Spaniards, bad themfclvcs 
flopped the progrefs of population, by per- 
fuadiTig, as it is laid, their converts to let their 
children perifh, becaiifc they v/ould be fo many 
beings predeftmed to falvation, and fo many 
proteftors to them. Man or devil! whichever 
thou art, haft thou reflefted upon the atrociouf- 
nefs, and the extravagance of thy accufation ? 

Hift thou any idea of the infuk thou haft offered 
to thy rulers, and to thy fellow-citizens, in fup- 
pofing that thou fbouldft obtain their favour or 
their efteem by fuch afperfions* How mucli muft 
thy nation have degenerated from the dignity and 
generofity of it’s character, if it did not partake 
of my indignation upon thisoccafion ! 

» ‘ P d To 
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BOOK To the chimerical notions we have been re- 
, futtng, let us endeavour to fubftitute the real, 

or the probable caufesoF this deficiency of popu- 
lation. 

First, the'Pottuguefe of St, Paul, in 
deftroyed twelve or thirteen communities in the 
province of Guayra, bordering upon Brazil. 
Thefe rufiians,^\vho(c number did not amount to 
more than two hundred 'and feventy-five, could 
not indeed bring ^way more than nine hundred 
of the twenty-two thoufand Guaranis that com- 
pofed this nfing colony : but feveral of them 
were deftrdyed by milery and by the fword. 
Several of them returned to their favage life. 
Scarce twelve thoufand of them efcapedupon the 
borders of the Parana and of the Uruguay, where 
it had been refolved to fix them. 

Tne pafTion which the devaftaiors had for mak- 
ing flaves was not ilified by this emigration. They 
purfued their timid viftims into their new aly- 
lumj and, inprocefsof time, would havedilpcrfed, 
enfiaved, or afTafllnalcd all of them, unlefs the In- 
dians could be fiippUed with arms fimilar to thofe 
of their aggrefibra, * ‘ ^ 

It was a nice matter to make this propofal : 
for it was'a maxim with Spain 4iot to introduce 
the ufe of fire-arms among the ancient inhabit- 
ants of the other hcmirphctc, in the apprehen- 
fion that they might one day ufe them ihcmfcivcs 
to recover their primitive rights. The Jefuits 
approved of this precaution, as being ncccflary 
with nations 'whole fulyeftion was compelled : 
but they judged it to be ufelers with people, who 
were freely attached to the kings of Spam by 
fuch cafy bands, ‘that they could be under no 
temptation of breaking them. The arguments 
or the foHcitations of the miffionarics prevailed 
over oppofition and prejudice. In 1639 fire* 

Jocks 
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locks were given to the Guaranis, and this favourB o o K 
delivered them for ever from tlie greateft of dan* . 
gers they could incur. ^ . . i 

- This caufe of deftruftion was fucceeded by 
others of a more obfeure nature. The cuftom 
had prevailed, to fend annually, to the diftance 
of two or three hundred leagues from their fron- 
tiers, fome of the inhabitants of the villages »*■, 
collet the herb of Paraguay, for which they 
Were known to have an unfurmountablc defirc. ' In 
thefe long and fatiguingjournics, feveral of them 
perilhed with hunger and fatigue. Sometimes, • 
during their abrcoce, their plantations, deprived 
of moft of their defenders, were laid waftc by 
wandering favages. Thefe defefts were (carce 
correfted before the mifllons were afflidled with a 
new calamity. 

, An unfortunate concurrence of . circumftances 
brought among them the fmall-pox ; the baneful 
influence of which, was more deftru6livc in this 
diftriCt than in the reft of the New World. 

This contagion did not diminilh, and continued 
uninterruptedly to heap one viflim upon ano- 
ther. Were the Jefuits Ignorant of the falutary cf. 
fc€ls of inoculation upon the borders of the Ama- 
zon, or did^thcy, from motives of fupcrflition, de- 
cline to adopt a practice, the advantages of which 
are fo well afeertained ? 

But it was the climate which more particularly 
flopped the progrefs of population among the 
Guaranis. •- The country they occupied, chiefly 
on the Parana, was hot, damp, and inceflantly 
covered with thick and immoveable fogs. Thefe 
vapours gave rife, jn every feafon, to contagious 
diforders; and thefe calamities were aggravated • 
by thcipropenfitiesi of the inhabitants. .Inherit- 
ing the voradous appetites which their fathers 
had brought with them from the midll of the 
’ foreft, 
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BOOKforefl, they fed upon green fruf^, and ate mtii 
< . that was almofl raw, \Miilc neither reafon, rior 
authority, nor experience, could foot out thefc 
inveterate hahits Theniatsof blood being thus 
corrupted by the -air and by'the food, it was im- 
poflible that a numerous and long lived offspring 
fhould be produced. 

ExiToma- “■ In order to Infurc the felicity of the GuaraniS, 
whatever their number were, of inight be, their 
inLe to inft\iutors had origtrallj fettled with the court of 
theje^’uiw Madrid, ihar tbefe people fhould never be cm* 
iBs'tPTir ployed in the laboufs of the mines, nor fubj^cd 
ujlTions to any Haffalage They 'foon found that this 
hrft fttpulation was not fiifiicicnt to procure 
tranquilirty to Ihe nbw republics, and occafioned 
it to be decreed, that the Spaniards fhould be ex- 
cluded from them, under whatever denomitfatton 
they prefented themfelvcs Thej forefaw, that if 
they were admitted as traders, or even as tra- 
vellers they "viould excite commotions rn thtJ/e 
peaceable retreats, and would introduce vice and 
every fpecies of corruphon ^ Thcfe rapacibus and 
deftruCtive conquerors were the more offended at 
thefe m^afurcf, as they were approved by prudent 
tneir Th^ir refentment broke out in imputations, 
for which there was an apparent, and, perhaps, st 
real foundation 

The milliooancs traded for the nation. They 
fent to Buenos Ayres war, tobacco, hides, cot- 
ton both raw and fpun, ard received in cx- 
chan^, fvafes and omomenrs for the temples, 
iron, arms, toys, Tome European coihmoditlcS 
that were not manufactured m the colony, and 
tocjSIs defj^oex) for ihr payxnear of the irtbat^ 
\iuc fiom the male Indians from twenty to fiffy 
year* of age As far as it is poniblc to judge, 
and penetrate Into the my fiery which hath aivvajs 
furroiinded theft ob;c£l^ rhe wants of the flare 
- I did 



r-r; iN'Th€ eastj and^w^t -iCvpiEs^-a::! 3>s 

did not;abrorb.'»the_eniire;prpfit ofitbeXaljM. j',TheB O,o K 
rfft: .\vas fecreted'for,.tKe->bencfit,ofr'tHe; Jefuit?, ^ , 

Accordingly, tbcy were, traduced -.in) all; parts of 
tha\Yorld;as a-ibcietypf^rn^chanls, who; undw 
the . veil , of religion, attended only .tp, their own 
fordid intereft., .;-r, . . 1 . ,, 

This; ccnfiire' could-not-Mll r-U|»h .tbe 
founders off Paraguay* '•|-,The...de(erts througli 
which , they , travelled, afforded .neither gold- nor 
mercantile commodities.! j In thefe tlTcy only, met , 
with fqrefts, fcrpents, and;-moranes;-fomeiimes 
they periffied, or were expo(ed to the moft feverc 
, torments, and always- to;.excefllve fati^c, -The ' 
bardfliips they endured with fo much patience, 
and the pains^they took to induce the favages to 
quit their -roving life, -are not to be-ponccived. 

'They never entertained • the • idea of ' appropriating 
to ..themfelves the produpe of a. land, which 
their care only prevented from b’eing'a haunt. of 
wild beaffs. , Their Tucccflbrs may-prob*ably have 
been actuated/ by , Icfs noble - and difinierefted 
views; probably they might. tcek an iricreafe.bf 
fortune and power, ‘whcrc-;thcy ought to have 
only fought the glory, of • ChViftianity aVd the 
good of mankind. It was certainly a great crime 
.to rob the people of America, in order to acquire 
confcqucnce in Europe, and to increafe over the 
whole >vorld, .an influence already too dangerous. 

If any thing could diminifli our abliorfcnce of.fo 
great a crime, it is, -that the happincfs.of the 
. Indians was never affc«ffcd by it. - Tlicy tieycr 
appeared to defirc any thing beyond thofe conve- 
niences which' they generally enjoyed. . 

■ Those who have not. accufed the JefuIts'"of 
avarice, liavc cenfured their inffitutions in Pa- 
raguay, as being ilw cffcil of blind . fupcr/lition. 

If our^idea of lupefffliton -be the true one, it 
retards the progrefs of population; it devotes. to 
. , • ' ‘tifelcCi 
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3 O O Kufclcfs' ceremonies the time that fhould be cm- 
ployed in the labours of (bciety; it deprives the 
laborious man of his property, to enrich the in- 
dolent, and dangerous rcclufc} it promotes dif- 
cord and civil wars for things of little moment j 
it gives the fignal for rcwlt in the name of God ; 
it frees it’s miniftcrs'from obedience to the laws, 
and from the duties of /bciety 5 in a word, it 
makes the people mifcrable, and arms the wicked 
againft the virtuous. Have -any of thefe cala- 
mities been found among the Guaranis? If their 
happy inftitutionsbe theeffedl of fuper/lition, this 
is the only in/lance in which it ever was beneficial 
to mankind. > - • , 

Politicians, who arc ever reftlefs and fufpt- 
cious, .feemed to be apprehen/ivc that^thc repub- 
lics formed by the-jefuits might one day de-’ 
tach tliemfelvcs from the power under the pro- 
tcdlion of which they had been raifed. The in-' 
habitants appeared to them astbe'befl difcblined 
foldicrs of the New Hcmifphcrc.’ ' ^ They confidcred 
them as obedient from a principle of religiorr, 
added to the energy of their new manners, ‘ arid as ' 
fighting with the fame zeal that brought fo many 
martyrs to the fcaffold, and overthrew fo many ‘ 
empires by the arms of the followers of Wodin > 
and Mohammed. But it: was their form of 
government which -particularly excited their 
alarms. , , . . - 

In ancient forms of government, civil and reli- 
gious authority, which are derived from the fame 
fource, and tend to ’the fame end, have always 
been united; or the one hath been-fo fubfervient 
to the other, that the people, could not venture to 
feparaie them m idea, and were equally kept-in 
awe by. both. Chiiftianity introduced another 
kind of fpirit in Europe, and formed,- at it’s.firfi: - 
origin, a fecret rival/hip- between thefe two 
‘ " a powers, 
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powers, the one of arras, the other of oplnion.BOOK 
This difpofiiion manifefted ilfclf particularly when ^ . 

the barbatous nations of the notth mide incur* 
fions upon the Roman empire. The Chnftians, 
perfecuted by the lieathen emperors, haftened to 
implore the alTiftance of thefe foreigners againft 
oppreffion. They preached to thefe conquerors a 
new fyftem of religion, which enjoined to them 
as a duty to extirpate the eflabhfhed onc; and 
they demanded the ruins of the temples, in order 
toeredl their own fanftuanes upon thefe magnifi-' 
centfpoils.i - . , j ^ 

The favages freely difpofed of what was not 
their property^ they facrificed to ChnftianityaU 
It’s enemies and their own ; they feized upon the 
perfons of men and upon their lands, and diftri-' 
buted feme of them to the church. They de- 
manded ttibutej but exempted the clergy from 
it, becaufe they countenanced their ufurpations. 
Noblemen became priefts, and pnells obtained 
the rank of nobility The great connefted the 
privileges of their birth with that of the prieft- 
hood which they embraced The bilhops im- 
printed the feal of religion on the domains they 
pofiefled. From this mixture and conFufion of 
birth with high ftations, of titles with eftates, and 
of perfons with things, Iprang up a monftrous 
power, which, from the firft, -» endeavoured to 
eftablifh itfelf as diftinft from the only true au- 
thority, which is,-that of ^vemment j a power, 
which afterwards attempted even to raife itfelf 
above government ; but having been unfuccefsful 
in the attempt, hath fince fubmitted to feparate 
itfelf from it, and to exert it*s authority in fecret 
over thofe who were willing to acknowledge ir. 

Thefe two powers have been alwajs fo much at 
variance, that they have conftantly difturbcd the 
harmony of all ftales, ' 

• - The 
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BOOK The Jcfuita of Paraguay, wlio were-wdj ao 
, ^'^•^ quaintcd with thl^ fbttrcc of divifion, h.ivo been 
xvarned by tho roifchicf'ihclr fodety badi often 
donO in Jiurope, and have exerted thcmfelves w 
l^roraotc the real liappincfs of America* Tliey 
have -united both powers in onc{ which gave 
them-the entire *difpofal of die thoughts, aifcc- 
. 'tions, nnd faculties of their converts, • • 
W-ttVcT Did f^ch a fyftcm of government render the 
^*^^y'Icginators formidable Some perfons thought fo 
pyinthtfch the New World; and this opinion was much 
^^*”^-morc pre\’alcnt In the old one; but in all parts, 
thenhex 'ihc ncccnary information was wanting to decide 
j>a»e le- tlic point. Thc readinefs, perhaps nnexpcdlcdi 
with which the miflionaries have evacuated what 
jiCvon? 'was calicd their cmpiie, hath feemed to fhcvv that 
they were incapable of maintaining ihemfclvcs in 
it. .They have even been Icfs regrcilcd there than 
it was thought they would be. . It is not that thele 
people had any caufc to complain of tlie negli- 
gence or feverity of their leaders. An indifference 
fo extraordinary, proceeded undoubtedly from the 
wearifomcnefs which 'thefe Americans, apparently 
fo happy,* muff' have experienced, during the 
courfe of afhfc-too uniform pot to be languid, 
and under a government which, when coiifidercd 
in it’s true point of view, rercmblcd rather a re- 
ligious community than a political inffitution. 

Hovr,wiis it pofliblc ithai ,whole.nation fhould 
live without rcJu^lancc -undcr^the reftramt.of an 
auffcrc law, wltich is not capable of fubjeiting a 
fmali number of* men, although they may have 
put thcmfelves under it’s controul from a-fpirit of 
enthufiafm, and from the nioft fublime motive^ 
without infpiring them with -.melancholy, and 
without fouering'thrir.'tempers? .-The Guaranis 
• wetc-a fpecics of monks; and there is not, -per- 
haps, a iingle monk, who at fome time or other 
- ^ hath 
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"hath not ’deteflcd his habit. Their duties wcrcE ^ 
tyrannically enforced, no fault cfcaped piinifhmcnti 
and order eftablifticd it*s controul in the midft of 
pleafures.' The Guarabis, whofe conduft was 
clofely infpe£led even in their amurements, could 
hot give themfelvcs up to any kind of cscelk 
Noify mirth and freedom were bauilhed from 
thefe melancholy feftivals. ’Thefe manners were 
too auftere. The ftatc of equality to which thefe 
people were reduced, and from which it was im- 
polhble they ftiould railc themfclv6s, expelled 
every kind of emulation from among them. One 
Guaranis had no fort of motive to induce him to 
excel another. He had afled fufficicntly well, 
when there was no caufe of complaint -againft, 
him, and when he could not be punifhcd for 
having done ill. Did not allb the privation of 
all property exert fome influence over the moft 
tender connexions ? It is not enough for the 
happinefs of man, that he (hould have what is 
fufficient for him • he muft olfo have fomething 
to beftow, A Guaranis could not be a btnefaXor 
to his wife, his children, his rclaiionr, his friends; 
or hiscountr 3 'men j neiclier could any of thefe do 
good for him. He felt no kind of appetency. If 
he was without vice, he was alfo without virtue ; 
he neither loved nor was beloved. A Guaranis, 
with paflions, would have been the moft wretched 
of beings; and a man without them exifts noi^ 
either in the midA of forefls, in -fociet)*, or in a 
wll. There is no paflion but that of love, which, 
being irritated and incrcafed by^eftraint, could 
poCGbJy £ud ii’s in them, JBot can jt 

be fuppofed that the Guaranis retained nothing of 
the fenfe of-their favageilate of iliberty ? Let the 
reader take no account of what hath been wntten, 
and rclieX *^oaly- upon the few lines I now fhall 
add. The Guaranis had never any thing but very 
. confufed 
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® o o i^Confufed ideas of what they owed to the care of 
their legiflators, while they, in the moft lively 
manner, were continoally'^nrible of their defpor- 
ifm. At the time that th^ were expelled, tliefe 
people teadily ’perfuaded' themfelvcs that they 
fhould be free,' and that their ‘ happineft would 
not be diminifhcd by it. All kind of authority 
is’Tfioreor lefs odious; and this is the reafon.why 
all mafters, without exception, are paid with in- 
gratitude frorh their lervants. ’ / f 
naryfleps When the miilions of Paraguay were taken 
taken by out'of the hands of the JelurtsTniiydS, 'they were 
oVs perhaps, to the . highcfl degree of civili- 

for tK'go- zaiiori to which it is poflible to bring recent na- 
vemment tions, aod which was certainly very Superior to 
aumoM. cxifted in the reft of the New 

Hemirphere. The laws were obferved ; an exaft 
police was- eftabhrticd; the manners were pure; 
and ^all the inhabitants were united by brotherly 
love. All the aris'ofi ncccnity were improved, 
and Tome of tho/e of luxury were known. Plenty 
was univerfal, and 'the public ftores were filled. 
The number of horned cattle amounted to feven 
hundred and fixiy-nine.thouland three hundred 
and fifty-three, that of mules 'and horfes, , to 
ninety-four ihoufand nine hundred -and cighty- 
thrcc; and that of (heep to two hundred and 
twenty-one thoufaud five hundred and thirty feven, 
without reckoning other domeftic animals. . 

Authority, which had been hitherto concen- 
trated in the fame hands, was divided. A chief/ 
to whom three lieutenants were given, wascharged 
With the government of the country. Every thing 
that concerned religion was committed to the care 
of the monks of the orders of Saint Pominick, 
Saint Francis, and La Merci, • \ 

" This'is the only change that hath been htcherfo 
made in the former arrangements. The court of 
' Madrid 



22X 


. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 

^Madrid cettainly wifhed to cjcamme, whether the B 0 0 K 
order that was eftablifhed was to be maintained . 
or altered ? Attempts have been made to per- 
fuade them to withdraw the Guaranis from a dif- 
trift rather unwholefome, and not fufficiently fer- 
tile, in order to people with them the uninhabited 
borders of the Rio Plata, from Buenos-Ayres to 
AITumption. If this plan be adopted, and that 
the people fliould refufc to quit the land of their 
forefathers, they will be reduced to the necefilty of 
difperfing themfelves j if they (hould accede to the 
views of Spain, they will no longer form a nation- 
al body. Whatever may happen, the moil beau- 
tiful edifice that has been raifed in the New World 
will be overthrown. 

But this is enough, and perhaps too much, 
upon the circumftances and revolutions, more or 
lefs important, which have agitated Spanifh Ame- 
rica during the courfe of three centuries.^ It is 
time to afeend to the principles which dlre(^ed 
the foundation of this gredt empire^ and to 
trace, without malignity as without flattery, the 
confequenccs of a fyftem of which antiquity hath 
not left, and could not poflibly leave, any model. 

We fhall begin, by giving an account of the fe- 
deral fpecies of men which arc at prefent colledled 
in this immenfe region. ’ i ! 

WE.fiiall not reckon among the .inhabitants People 
of the New Hemifphcre, either the commanders 
who are commiflioned to ^ve them laws, or the niih Ame- 
troops deftined to protect and contain them, 
the merchants employed in fupplying their wants, chapet-* 
Thefe fevcral orders of men do not fettle in Ame-on*. 
rica, but return all of them to Europe after a 
fhorter or a longer flay. Among the perfons fent 
by public authority, there are fcarce any except 
a few magiflrates, and a few fubaltern dircdlors, 
who fix themfelves in thefe diftant r^ions.. >The 

law 
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Ji O O Klaw • prohibits every citizen frofn going there 
, . without the content of government} but men 

who arc known, cafily obratn this pcrmidiont and 
obfcuic perfons frequently go there clandcflincly. 
Individuals arc powerfully ilimulated to tliis emi- 
gration, by the hope of making a /arge fortune, 
and fomciimcs,alfo, by the ccnainiy of acquiring 
a degree of confidcration wliich they- would r6t 
have enjoyed in the place of their origin, ft ts 
fufficlcnt to 'be bom in Spain, to obtain dillin- 
guilhcd marks of refpeft ; but this advanwgc is 
not tranfinitted. The children that are brought 
forth in this other World are not honoured With 
the name of as their fathers -were; they 

are fimply called Cteales. - , ’ ' 

TTst This Is the name given to thofe who are of 
Creoles. Spinifh ifluc in the New Hemifphcrc, Many of 
them defeend from the firfl conquerors, or their 
immediate fuccefibrs; and others have had illuf- 
trious anceflors. Moft of them h.ave purchafed 
or obtained dirtlnguifhed titles ; but few of them 
have dlfe£tcd the great fprings of government. 
Whether the court thought them incapable of ap- 
plicaiion, or whciher they were apprehenfive 
they fliould prefer ihe intereft of iheir own to that 
of ihc mother-country, they excluded them early 
from places of truft, andrfeldom deviated from 
this fyftcm, whether it' were a proper, or an 
improper one. This contempt,' or this miftruO:, 
difeouraged them,' and they lofl, in the vices 
arifing from idleoefs, from the heat of the cli- 
mate, and from the abundance of all things, 
the remainder of that elevation of mind, of which 
iuch great examples had been left them. A bar- 
barous luxury, pleafures of a lhameful kind,*o 
ftupid fuperftition, and romantic intrigues, com- 
pleted the dc^adation of their character. Ooc 
aoad ftlll remained open to the ambition of thefc 
• colonifts 
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colonids who arc in fome mcafurc profcnbcd E o o k 
upon ihcir native land The courts the armv» , ^ 
the courts of juftice, and the church, are Turfuus 
of greater or Icfs eftimation in Spun, which they 
■are at liberty to follow A v cry fmall number, 
however, have entered into them, cither becaufc 
their minds are entirely corrupted, or becaufc the 
•didancerendcrstheaccefstothem difficult Some 
of lefs diftinguifhed birth have > turned, even m 
America, tlieir aflivitj and th*ir faculties to the 
great operations of trade, and ihcfe have been the 
mod prudent and the moft uleful 

The fame fuperionty which the Chapetons af-Th-Mef 
feflcd over the Cfcofes, the latter afliimed over“” 
the Mcftccs Tlicfe are the race proceeding from 
a European with an Indian woman The Spa- 
niards, who, at the firft period of the difcover), 
landed in the New World, had no women mih 
them Some of the moft confidembh of them 
•waited *ull women were fent from Europe. Moft 
of tlicm plighted their faith to the moft diftin* 

-guiflied, or the moft agreeable girls of the coun- 
try Frequently even they became mothers 
"Without being marned The law ordained, that 
thefc children, leguimaic or illegitimate, fhculd 
enjoy the fame privileges as their fathers, but 
prejudice placed them m a lower rank It is 
'fcarcely ’nil after three generation', that is to fij, 

■when their complcMon differs in nothing from 
that of the white men, who are all verj dark, that 
m the ordmarj courfe of civil life, they are 
treated as the other Creoles arc Before thej can 
attain to fo flattering an equality, th*fe Meftees, 
who are every where very numerous, and whofe 
fpec'es \s unintcrruptcdlj tenevved, were mofllj 
employed m the mcchamc arts, and in the -mi- 
nuter details of trade When they liave acquired 
a greater fharc of dignity, they are ftill obli^d to 
> continue 
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B O O K continue the fame ’labours, 'till fome fortunate al- 
^ y^“;_, ]iance, or fome particular circurnftance, enables 
them to pafs their iifelefs days in pleafurc and 
idlenefs. » 

TheNe- SCARCE had the New World been difcovered, 
gfoes. when Negroes were brought into it, in J503* 
Eight years afterwards, a greater number of them 
was introduced, becaiife experience had fliewn, 
that they were infinitely better calculated for all 
the labours than the natives of the country. The 
government foon prohibited them, from an appre- 
henfion that they would corrupt the Americans, 
and incite them to revolt. Las Cafas, who was 
deficient in proper notions concerning the rights 
of mankind, but who was inceflantiy employed 
in the relief of the Indians, to whom he was at- 
tached, obtained the revocation of a law, which 
he thoughtwould be Injurious to them, Charles V. 
permitted, in 1517, that four thoufand of thefe 
flaves fliould be conveyed Into the Spanilh colo- 
nies j and the Flemifli courtier who had obtained 
the profit of this traffic, fold his privilege to tlie 
Genoefe. ‘ 

At the expiration of this grant, this vile com- 
merce ceafed almoft entirely; but the Portuguefe 
having become fubje^ts of the court of Madrid, 
revived it. It fell again, after thefe people had 
fhaken off tlic yoke whicli they* bore with Co 
much impatience; and did not recover any afti- 
vity, *tjll the two nations came to be upon better 
terms with each other. At length, the fubjedls 
of the court of Lifbon engaged, m 1696, to fur- 
niih, in five years rime, twenty-five thoufand Ne- 
groes to their former tyrants; and they fulfilled 
this engagement with the nffifiance of their fbve- 
rcign, who advanced two-thirds of the funds re- 
quired for an undertaking which was then fo con- 
fidcrablc; 


The 
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' The French, ^\ho had juft been giving a ^ 

to Spain, too lightly took upon theinfelves, in ._ 

.1702, the engagements of the Portaguefe. Being 
deficient in fettlements on the coaft of Africa, 
little fkilled in maritime operations, and having ► 
been unfortunate in the courfe of a long war, 
they did nothing of what they had fo boldly pro- 
mifed. . - ’ . 

. This contrrft pafTed into the hands of the 
^Englilh at the peace of Utrecht. The South- 
Sea Company, to whom the Bntilh miniftry gave 
it lip, engaged to deliver, each of the thirty 
years that their charier was to laft, four thonfand 
eight hundred Africans to the Spanifh fcttlc- 
ments. They were confined to this number dur^ 
ing the five laft years of their grant; but all 
the reft of the time they were allovccd to intro- 
duce as many as they could fell. They engaged 
to pay thirty-three piaftres and one-third, or one 
hundred and eighty Uvtes*, for each of the firft 
four ihoufand N^rocs ; the other eight hundred 
were freed from this burdeofome tribute, in in- 
demnity for 1,080,000 livrcsf advanced to the 
court of Madrid, and which were only to be re- 
imburfed'in the courfe of ten years. This tri- 
bute was reduced to half for all the flaves that were 
not required by the coniradt, Philip V. iodem-. 
nified himfelf for this facrificc, by referving the 
ifourih part of the profits made by the company. 

The execution of this treaty was only interrupted 
by the hoftilities which, in 1739, divided the two 
kingdoms. -The peace of 174.8 reftored to the 
crown of England all it’s rights ; but the Com- 
pany whidi reprefented it, were induced, by an 
indemnity that was offered to them, to give up 
the fhort remains of a grant, which jhey fore- 
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BOOK faw they fhould not 'be'sHowed to enjoy whh'oiii 
. confiderable reftrlftions. . i ,> 

Robert Mavne, a merchant of London, fuc- 
ceeded, under a SpaniJh name, to ihe^AToda'- 
• tion. Such was the dj(honcfly or 'the negligence 
of the agents 'whom he had fettled at Buenos- 
Ayres, which was become the ftaple of the trade, 
that in 1752 he was ruined, and obliged to give 
np an undertaking, which, if more prudently ma- 
naged, or more carefully attended to, ought to 
have yielded very confiderablc profits. *' - • 

The refolution was then taken to receive flaves 
at Porto Rico, which were to pay to government 
two hundred and fixtecn Jivres • each, and which 
after having defrayed this heavy tax, were freely 
admitted upon ..the continent and in the iflands. 
The Enghlii, who had treated with the governor 
of Cuba, fulfilled their engagements punflually, 
when the court of Madrid thought a change of 
fyftem would be better calculated for their interefi. 

In' 176s* an aflbeiation was formed between 
fome Spanilh, French, and Genoefe commercial 
houfes, letilcd at Cadiz. ■’(This company, which 
was ill (erved by it’s agents, and much Joaded 
with debt, was going to be diffolved, when, in 
1773, the tniniflry thought it prudent and equit- 
able to offer Tome alleviation of the terms they 
had 'at firft impofed upon it. The charter Vvas 
prolonged, and the taxes diminifhed j and from 
that period, the importation of flaves hath acquir- 
ed frelh adiivity./ They are boughc-mdifcrimi- 
nately mall places where they can be procured to 
the beft advantage. j t 

SAVACSiEuropeans! ye doubted at firft whe- 
ther the inhabiranis of the regions you had juft 
difcovered were not animals which you might flay 

*51. 
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'without >remorfe/ Hfecaiife they were black, andBO OK. 
you'wcre white. You altnoft envied them the . ^ 

knowledge of God, your common Father. Moft 
horrid thought! But when you had permitted 
them alfo to raife their hands and eyes to hea- 
ven •, when you had initiated them in your ccte- 
monies and myfterics j made them join in their 
prayers and offerings, and in the hopes of a fu- 
ture ftate, afforded by one common religion , when 
you had acknowledged them to be your brethren j 
was not the general horror redoubled, at feeing 
you trample under foot the ties of tins facrcd 
confanguinity ? You have put them more upon 
an equality' with yourfclves; and yet you go to 
diftant parts in order to buy and fell them 1 You 
fell them, too, as you ivould a bafe herd of cat- 
tle 1 In order to rcpeople one part of the globe, 
which you have laid wade, you corrupt and de- 
populate another. If death be preferable to fia- 
very, arc ye not (lill more inhuman upon the coaffs 
of' Africa, than ye have been in the regions of 
America? Englifh, French, Spaniards, Durch, or 
Portuguefe, let me 'fuppofe that I am convcrfing 
with one of you about a treaty concluded be- 
tween two civilized nations ; and that I fhould 
afk him, what kind-of compenfation he imagines 
may have been agreed upon in the exchange you 
liave made ? He will think it to confift in gold, 
provifions, privileges, a town, or a province ; 
while, on the contrary, itconfifts’in a greater or 
Icfs number of your fcllow-crcaturcs,* which the 
one gives "up to the other to difpofe of at pleafurc. 

But fuch IS the infamy of this unnatural contrail, 
that it doth not even prefent itfcif to the ideas of 
the contradling parties. ^ ‘ 

Every thing announces, that the court of Spain 
will fhake off the dependence they had upon fo- 
reign nations for their rtaves. This is the only 
* CL 2 view 
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BOO Kvicvv they can poflibly have had, in requiring of 
^ . Portugal, in 1771, the ceffion of two of thdt 

iflands on the African coaft. ■' ^ * 1 ^ 

Laborious' cultivations, and fome mines of a 
particular kind, have employed part of the llaveS 
introduced upon the SpaniHi continent in thS 
Mew World. The fervice of the rich hath been 
the deftiny of the greater number. Thefe hav'C 
foon become the confidents of their mailer’s p!ea- 
furesj gnd by this infamous employment they 
have gained their liberty. Their delcendants have 
allied tliemfelves fometimes with the Europeans, 
and fometimes with the 'Mexicans, ^ and have 
formed the vigorous and numerous race of the 
Mulattoes, which, ^as that of the Mcflccs, but 
iv’o or three generations later, acquires tlic colour 
and the rank of white people. Thofe among them 
ulio are ftiU ttv fiavery have afliimed'a determined 
fuperioriiy over, the wretched and poor. This 
fuperiority they owe to the favour granted to 
them by government. For this rcafon, the Afri- 
cansr'vho, in the fettlcments of other nations, are 
the enemies of the while people, arc become their 
defenders in the Spanilh Indies. 

. But why fhould the favohr of government 
be bellowed upon the flavc'tliat was bought, in 
preference to ine flavc that was conquered ? It 
IS, becaufe die injury done to the latter was of 
more ancient date, and gi^lcr than the injury 
done to the former; that the. latter was accuf* 
tomed to the yoke, and that, the former was to be 
broken to it • and that the llavcof a hiallcr, whom 
a Ijrtcm of policy hath made mailer of a fiave, is 
brought, by this diftinftion, to take part with 
the common t>rant. If the African, who is the 
defender of the white people in the SpanlHi In- 
<hcs, hath been their enemy in all other parts, it 
IS, bcciufc in all other parts he hath alwa^ s obey cd, 
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and never commanded ; it is, bccaufe he was notB o o K 
comforted in his fituation by* the fight of one, 
more wretched than his *own* In the Spanifh In- . . 
dies, the African is alternately flavc and raafter ; 
in the fettlements of other nations, he is per- 
petually a flave. : ' * , ^ ^ 

The Indians form the laft clafs of inhabitants^ Ancient 
in a country which belonged entirely to their 
anceftors. ‘ The misfortunes of thefe people began of the in- 
cVen atiheteraof the dtfeovery.' Columbus dif-^®®* 
tributed lands at firft'to thofcwho accompanied 
him, and attached fome natives of the country to 
them in 1499.' This arrangement was not ap- 
proved of by the court, who, three years after; 
fent Ovando to St. Domingo, to ' reftore thefe 
retched people to liberty.* This new com- 
mander, barbarous as he was,’ complied with the 
■will of Ms foveretgos; but me indolence of the 
Americans, and 'the complaints of the Spaniards, 
foon determined him to put thofe Vvhom be-had 
fet free again into chains, and to add flill a greater 
number to them.^ ^ But he decreed, that thefe 
flaves fliould reap* fome advantage from their la- 
bour, whether theyi were employed in the cul- 
ture of the lands, or ' the working of the mines. 

In 1504, this arrangement was confirmed by Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella,” With a provifo, that the fti- 
pend fhould be regulated By government. 

The Dominicans, who had juft arrived in the 
colony, were incenfed at an arrangement whiclr 
overthrew all’ former principies. They refufod, 
ui the confefiional chair, abfolution to thofe indi- 
viduals who folicitcd, or even accepted thofe 
gilCtr, .vihinb .vwe* iuuliCTtimina«y* .ft/ibts* .bpjnTti- 
lions, or commanderics. They thundered out 
"excommunication from the pulpit, againft the 
euihors or promoters ^f thefe injufttces. The ex- 
clamations of thefe -monks, fo much revered at 
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nqoKthjit time, ' refoundcd ‘ throughout all 'Eurdpe, 
where the cuftom; which they attacked with fo 
much inveteracy, I was again difcuflcd'in 1510/ 
and was again confirmed. ‘ ■' *< 

In 1516, the Indians found in I^sCafas a 
more zealous, more intrepid, and rnore ailhe 
protestor, than thole who had preceded hitn. 
His folicuations determioed iXimencs, who at^ 
that time governed Spain with fo much fplen^ 
dour, to fend over to America three friars to 
determine upon' this matter, twhich had already 
been luice decided. The decrees they pro- 
nounced were mot fuch as were cxpedlcd from* 
their profefnon. Thcy'dccidcd in favour of the 
commandericSi b«t excluded from ’thcm^all the 
courtiers and favourites who did not refidc in the 
Nevv World. > > * . ‘ 

Las'Casas, who had been declared the pro- 
tector of the Indians by the minifier himftlf, and 
who, inverted with this honourable title, had 
accompanied the delegates, returned immediately 
nto Spam, in order to devote to public indig- 
nation, men of a pious prbfeflion, whom he ac- 
ctifcd of having facnficcd humanity to political 
\iews.v He fucceeded in having them ‘recalled, 
and Figoeroa was fubftituird to them.^^ This 
mjgiftrate took the rclbknion to colledt, in two 
large villages, a confiderablc'body of Indians, 
whom he left entirely at their own difpofal. The 
experiment did not turn om in their favour. The 
government concluded, from their rtupidity, and 
their indolence, that the Americans were children 
incapable of conducting themfelvcs , and their 
condition was not altered.^ ' 

: tCc\ FRTHELrss,. the clamours of many refbeirt:- 
able purfbns were raifed on all fides agamft thele 
arrartgefnents j and ihc^ftates of Caftile them- 
ftlvCs demanded, la 15Z3, that they fhould be 
■* ‘ > annulled. 
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annulled.^ Charles V. yleldcd'to all tliefe foli-®® 0 ^ 
vcitations.^ He forbad Cortez, who hid juft . ^ * - f 
conquered Mexico, to give any commanderles, 
and enjoined him to revoke tliofc he might al- 
ready have granted. When thefe orders arrived 
in New Spain, the 'repartitions were already 
fettled, as in the other colonics, and the monarcli’s * 
pleafurc was not complied with. > 

« From this, and all other countries ful^cfttto 
Caftile, intelligence was condantly received, that 
no real or ufeful labours would be carried on in 
the New .World, if the. people who were fubdued 
Ihould for a moment ceafe to be at the difpofal 
of their conquerors. The apprehenfion of having 
made the difeovery of, fo rich a hcmifphcre 
without advantage, made a great imprefiion upon 
, the mlniftry: but, on the other hand, the idea 
of having invaded one half of the globe, merely 
to reduce the nations to flaver)^ was another 
point of view which could not fail of exciting 
fome alarms in the government. Jn this uncer- 
tainty, commanderles were allowed, or prohi- 
bited at hazard. At length, in 1536, the go- 
vernment adopted the medium of giving a 
fanftion to them, for two generations.* Although 
they had been granted only for two years-before 
this period, they were in reality perpetual, dince 
there was not a Angle inftance of the grant’s not 
being renewed. The king continued to referve 
to liimfelf all the Indians letded in the ports or 
in the principal towns. - . . - 

The protedkor of thefe wretched people grew 
indignant at thefe ordinances. He fpoke, he 
fcxerjad bimfel^ lie Cummoned Jhis nation m ihe 
tribunal of the whole univerfc, and made the two 
hemifphercs (hudder with Iwrror, ^ O ! Las- 
Cafasl thou waft greater by thy humanity, than 
all thy countrymen were, by ibeir conquefts. 

' ’ ‘ Should 
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B'o o K SfiouM^ it happen in future ages, that thefe un- 
fortunate regions which they have invaded, 
fhouid be peopled again, and that a fyftcra of 
laws,' mahners, end liberty, (hould be cflablifhcd 
among them, the firft ftatue they would creft 
would be thine. We (hould fee thee.inicrpdfing 
’ between the American and the Spahiard, and 
prefenting thy bread to the poniard of the one," in 
order to favc the other. We Ihould read, at the 
bottom of this monument, Ik Ak Acfe of barba- 

F. 1 TY',*LaS*CA 8 AS, WtlOM THOU SEB’ST, WAS A 
SeHevolent man. In the mean while thy name 
will remain ‘engraved upon cVery ‘ fcfcling heart; 
and when thy countrymen' foall blnlh at the bar-' 
barifm»of their pretended heroes, •'they will take 
I>ride ‘ in thy virtues. May thefe fortunate 
times not be fo far diflant as we apprehend they 
arc 1 ' . J ; ' ' 

‘-CHAniES V. cnligbiencd by his ownj reflefi*' 
tions, -or prevailed upon by the impetuous clo- 
Quence of Las^Caftsfordered, -in <1542, that all 
the commandetfea 'which foould become vacant, 
fhould be indifcriminatcly reunited to the crown, 
-This. decree was not iri force in Mc^tico and Peru, 
and occafioned a bloody and obftinate War< The 
government were obliged to annul if three 'years 
uficr^,-but authority was^edablifhedKvith fnfiicicnt 
folidity in 1549, to bid defiance to aH'ccmplaints, 
and' to be no longer impeded 'by the fear of in- 
furreftions. 

’ At this period the Indians w^re freed from 
all perfonal ierviccs,' and the tribute they were to 
pay to their commanders was regulated.' The 
maflers, hitherto fo oppreffivc, were forbidden 
ia coC/ifl, ijx. tJjfi. exfiMA. 4 r.’/i 

to fleep there more than one night. They were 
alfo prohibited from having^ any' dwelling there^ 
from leaving therr families, 'from pofiefling any 
^ ■ r '' ^ lands. 
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lands, from bi^ccdirig nhy-cnUlc,''and from cAa-B O o K 
bVifliing any m’anufndlurcs. They were forbidden t 
to intermix jn’marriagc with their -vafials, and 
to take any of (hem into their fervice. Tlie perfon 
•commiflioned to;colledl their" taxes, muft have 
the faniliont'of 'the magiftfatc, and muA give 
fcciuity againft any vexations he fiioiild be guilty 
.of. i ■ ' • ^ ■ 

, ■ The tax impofed upon the natives of the coun- 
try, to make their- conquerots fubfift with a 
degree of dignity,' is nor even merely a gratuitous 
favour. Thcfe proud maAers arc obliged to 
colleii thcir’fuhjcds’ in’tt'villagir,' to build them 
i church, and to pay the clergyman appointed to 
inArliCtthcra. They are^dbhgcd to fix iheif rc- 
fidcnce irl' thc'.principal town of the province, in 
which their cotnmandery is fituated, and to have 
always Iiorfcs and arms in 'rtadincis to repel ah 
enemy,' whether foreign -or domeAic. They are 
•not permitted' to abfent thcrhfelves, *till they 
•hav’e put a foldier,' approved” by government,' in 
their place.' ''.if'- ‘ 

No material alterations -were m.ade In thefe 
regulations ’till r568.' It was then rcfnlvcd’ that 
the commandcries, winch, *' for -thirty-two years 
■paft,' had 'been granted 'for two' lives, fiiouid 
cotuiniie'to be 'given in’ the' fame manner but 
that thofe, ’ the 'revenue -of’^which exceeded ten 
ihoufirnd ' eight 'hundred’ livfes*, fhould be fiib- 
jeft to penlions. All of them were in future to 
be' proclaimed ’when ihcy'-bccame . vacant, -and 
fuppofing’ tile '‘merit of -the ‘competitors equal, 
to ’ be' diftribvited in' preference to 5 ihe''hcirs 
of' the - conquerors, andj^-after ' them, 'to 'the 
'defeendants of- the firft coloniAs. The courr, 
perceiving -that ihefe rewards were more-frei 

, *4scl. '!■ 

qucmly 
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noouquently diftributcd by favour ilian by talcntk, or 
, the claim of an ancient origin, ordered, in 1608, 
that they fliould be annulled, ^ if* the favours 
granted by ibe viceroys were not confirmed in fix 
years for Peru, and in five for the reft of Ame- 
rica. The chief of the commandery, however^ 
entered into the cnjo>'ment of his port as loon as 
he was appointed It was only required of him 
to fecurc the refiitution of the fums he might 
ha\e received, if the choice that had been made 
of him were not ratified at the time preferibed by 
the ordinances. - > 

At the beginning of the lafi centurj', the go- 
vernment appropnated to thcmfclvcs the third 
pan of tlic revenue of the commanderlcs Soon 
after this, theyj took the whole of it into their 
hands, and forbade their delegates to fill up 
thofe tliat fhould become vacant. At length, 
they were all fupprefled in 1720, except thofe 
that were given m perpetuity to Cortez, and to 
fome holpiials or religious communities. At this 
period, 10 remarkable in the annals of the New 
World, the Indians were dependeht only on the 
crown. / ‘ 

AVas this fyflenfi the bcfl that could pofiibly 
be adopted for the intcrcft of* Spain and the 
felicity of the other hemirphere ? Who 1, will fbe 
able to folve a problem, in which fo many cir- 
cumftances are complicated I The rights of juf- 
tice,ithe feutimems of humanity; the private 
views of mimflers; tJie»fvvayof the moment, rhe 
ambition of the great ; the rapacioufnefs of fa- 
vourites, the prcyedls- of fpcculative men the 
authority of the priefthttod , the influence of the 
manners, and of prgudice ; the charafler of the 
diftanc fubjeils , .the nature of the climate, of 
the foil, and of the labours ; the diftance of 
places, the lardmcfe and contempt of the fove-. 

. ’ n ' reign’s 
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reign’s orders; t1ie Tyranny of ' governors ; thcBOOit 
impunity of crimes; the uncertninty of accounts 
and of accufations \ and fuch a multitude of oilier 
different matters. Wc need not therefore be 
furprifed at the long uncertainty of the court of 
Madrid ; when, ' in the center of European na- 
tions, at the foot of the throne, under the imme- 
diate infpcdiionof the diredtors of the ftatc, we 
fee abufes fubfifting, and often incrcafing on 
account of the abfurdity of mcafurcs. The man, 
with whorn^ they, were furrounded, was then 
taken for the model of the man at a dlAancc ; 
and it was imagined that the fame fyftcm of legtf- 
lation which fuucd the one, was equally adapted 
to, the other. In former times, and, ‘perh-aps,’ 
even at prefent, wc-confound with each other, 
two beings feparated by immenfe differences, the 
favage and the civilized man $ tlie man bom in 
the center of liberty, and the man born in the 
(hacklts of flaverj’, . The avcrlion of the favage 
for our cities, arifctli from the improper manner 
in which we have introduced ourfclvcs into his 
forefts. 

At prefent, the Indians, ‘who have not been 
fettled in the towns, are all collcdted in villages, 
which they arc not permitted to quit, and where 
they form ‘municipal affcmblies, o\cr which their 
cacique prcfidcs. To each of thefe villages a 
territory of greater or lefs extent is .attached, 
according'to the nature of the foil, and the num- 
ber of it's inhabitants. - Part of it is cultivated in 
common for the public nccclTuies, and the reft is s 
diftribuied to the families for their private lufe. 

The, law hath ordained that this domain (hould 
be unalienable i • fome portions of it, however, 
are, from time to time, allowed to be detached 
from it, in favour of the Spaniards : but always 
with an annual charge upon it, for the profit of 
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BOOKthe fellers, under the infpedtion of governmeaf, 
vm There is no^nftuution which prevents the Indians 
^from having lands belonging to them , but they 
have feldom the power or the inclination to mahe 
acquifitions 

As dilgrace breaks down all fhe fprings of the 
mind, one of the caules of this poverty, and 
of this difcouragemeiit, mull be the obligation 
impofed upon thefe people, of being aloiic de- 
voted to the public labours. The law ordains 
that they fhould be paid for this humilntmg 
labour , but the diftance from whence thej may 
be brought, and the time they may be detained, 
depends upon the government of the fpot 

Another duty impofed upon the Indians, is 
to be at the difpolaJ of all the citizens , but 
merely for the manufaftures and the cultures of 
primary neceffity, and this in rotation only, fot 
eighteen days confecutively, and for a falary fet*- 
tied by the ordinances 

They have ftill a more burdenfome talk, 
and that is the working of the mines Thedi- 
ledtors were orimnally the Jblc regulators of this 
talk !t was afterwards provided for by 
winch were frequently varied. At prefent no 
Indians arc called to the mines, except tO Uiofe 
of Guanca Vchca, and of Potofi, which have 
particular privileges, who live at the diRance of 
more than thirty miles they are allowed four 
real', or fifej four fols per day , they are de- 
tained no longer than fix months, and the feventh 
pan of a colony is only employed in them at 
Peru, and the twenty fifth part at Mexico. 
Frequently even there arc 0 lefs number, be- 
caufc hbertinifm, cupidity, the expectation of 
rtliewng, and, perhaps, other motives, atuatt 
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there, a great number of ^ieftcc^ Mulattoes and B 0 0 K 
natives. ‘ * ' 

A TRIBUTE uhicli the mak Indians, from 
eighteen to fifty years of age, pay to the govern- 
ment, completes this multitude of calamities. 

This taK, which was originally paid in provifions, 
is not the fame in all parts. It Is from eight 
to fifteen, twenty, thirty, and forty livres *, ac- . 
cording to the different periods when, at the 
ret^uefl of the perfons who paid it, it was con- 
verted into coin. The cuflom which prevailed 
with the government', of requiring always in 
money the value of the productions, the price of 
which -varies with time and place, introduced 
thefe difproportlons, which were greater, and 
confcquently more deftrnfUvc in South, than 
they were in North America, where the capita- 
tion is ufually of nine reals, or fijt livres onefol 
fis dcniersl. The fourth part of this tax is 
diffributed to the clergyman, to the cacique, and 
to the Spaniard, cornmiflloncd in each province 
to prevent the oppteflion of the Indians, ' or 
kept for the purpofe of alUfting the community 
in any of it’s misforutnes. Snch is the legal 
condition of liie Indians : bvtc no one can deter- 
mine how much priv ate injuftice, adds weight to 
a burden already too heavy. That, among the 
vexations which hath rood ailraflcd the notice of 
government, hath proceeded from the officer, 
w ho is called an Alcade at Mexico, and a Corte- 
gidor at Peru. , ' 

This is a magiflrate diarged, under the in- 
ciC qk . q£ tlj*, lx’0aM.a^l5^ with, 

the adminiftration of juftics; with the manage- 
mcpc of the finances, of war, of police, and of 
ever)' thing that cad concern 'public order, 

» Fronts*. Sd. to IIS. icd — iSs. Sd.—il. i>'.and il. ijs. 

•f Rather more than fire thdltcs*. 

through- 
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^ B o O Ktbronghout the fpace of thirty, forty, and fifty 
. leagues. Although the law prohibited him, as 

well as the other dcpofitaries of authority, from 
undertaking any trade ; yet, from the earlieft 
times, he monopolized all that was pofEble to be 
carried on with the Indians under his jurifdiflion. 
As he only remained five years in office^ he ufed 
to deliver, almoft: as (bon as he got in, the mef- 
chandife he had to fell, and employed the Tell 
of his time in colledting in the payments. The 
opprefllon became general. The unfortunate 
natives of tlie country were always crufhed by 
the enormity of the prices, and ‘frequently by 
being obliged to take goods of no ufe to themi 
W which the tyrant lumfclf had fomeiiraes been 
compelled to receive from the merchants, who 
afforded him a long and hazardous credit, -Every 
thing, or almoft every thing, was refufed to the 
poor,* and thofe who enjoyed any kind of cafe in 
their circumftances were overburdened.. When 
the payments became due, s they, were. e;Kidted 
with barbarous fevcriiy, by a* creditor who is at 
once both judgc’and party; and the.moft heavy 
penalties were infliCtcd'upon the debtors, who 
failed either in the voluntary or compelled obli- 
gations they had entered into. 

>. The humaneand equitable chiefs were fenfibly 
affcflcd with ihcfc enormities, which were more 
atrocious and more frequent in South, than 
they were in North America. They thought ir, 
however,, neceflary to tolerate them, from an 
idea generally entertained, ' that if the chain 
which was formed was once to be broken, 
thefe indolent and thoi^htlcfs people would be 
in want of clothing, ot inftruments of agricul- 
ture, of cattle neceflary for all ibe labours, nod 
that they would immediately fall into a (late of 
inadUon and extreme xniftry. Some prudent men 
” • endea* 
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«ndea\ourcd to reconcile interetls that were lo^pOK 
oppofite to ! each other ^ but none of their ideas 
were fonndllobe praikicablc. A furc method of 
leflening tbcimifchief, would have been^ to put 
the magiftrates, who went to feek,’ in another 
herailphere, 'a fortune which their native country 
Yefufed therrt, , upon a better footing : but the 
miniftry would never coiifoit to this increafe of 
expente* 'i^ince the year 1751* 'the Alcades, and 
the Corregidors, arc obliged to t fix upon the 
place ofttheirt refidence, the goods they have to 
lell, and the price they mean 10 put upon them. 

If they deviate from this rate, which is approved 
of by their fupcrior$, they arc tolofe their places, 
and ’to rcftorc the quadruple of what they have 
purloined. ’ This regulation, which is rather firidl- 
ly attended to, ham in fome degree dimininicd 
tne depredations. • 

A FORM ofgovernmcnt was wanting for the fere- cwig»- 
ral people we have been fpeakingof, and the court 
of Madrid adopted, that which was the moll: abfo* b)SpainSR 
lute. The Spanifh monarchs took all the rights, New 
and all the powers into their own bands, and in- 
trufted the excrcife of them to two delegates, 
who, under the title of viceroys, were to enjoy 
the prerogatives of Ibvcrcignty during all the 
lime of their commiflton. They were attended 
ill their public fvin€ltons, and even in their pri- 
vate life,’ with a degree of pomp, which feemed 
calculatedjto increale the rcfpeil and terror which 
-Was infpired byiauthoriiy. The number of thefe! 
diftinguiflied offices hath fiicc been doubled, with- 
out thk leafh. davugiwnn. foiro. iheit dj^ntty^ Tb-ic 
conduit, however, as well as that ot the inferior, 
agents, was fubjed to the cenfure of the Council 
for India ; a tribunal ereited in Europe, to govern, 
under the iufpcitton of the monarch, the conquer- 
ed provinces m die New World, _ , , 
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D O O K, hf ihefc diftanl countries were crtabiifhed tea 
VIII. courts of jufltcc, appointed to infurc the tran- 
of the cUIzcik, and to fettle any difTer- 
cnces that might arifc among them. Tliefc 
tribunals, known bj' the name of /Vudienecs, 
•pronounced definitively upon criminal matters: 
but caufes that were merely civil, and which 
were for more .than 10,156 plallrcs, or 54,843 
livres •, might be canied, by appeal, to the 
council for India. The privilege granted to 
thefe great bodie-s to make rcmonllranccs to the 
depofuarics of the royal auihorlt)', ond the ftiH 
more confidcrablc prerogative given to thofe of 
the Capitals, to fill the duties of the vice ro) ally, 
whenever they were vacant, ralfcd them to a de- 
gree of importance, whicli, as magifirates, tliey 
would not have acquired. 

Nitutt of It feemed more difficult to regulate the cccle- 

Sfliat " form of government. At the period of 

govern- the difcovcryof the New World, all Europe was 
wenta- coVCfed with a veil of darknefs, woven, or 
Ameri«! thickened, by the prejudices which the court.of 
Rome had inceflantly dilTufed, fomeiimes openly, 
and fomeiimes with cunning. Thefe fuperfti- 
tions were more deeply rooted, and more gene- 
lal in Spain, where the infidels had for fo long 
a time part been the objeft of their haired and of 
their wars. • The Ibvercigns of this kingdom, 
one would naturally imagine, ’ would have efta* 
bltflied bejond the leas, tlie bad principles of tire 
^ pontiffs who gave them another hcmifphere : but' 
this was not the cafe. Thefe princes, more en~ 
lightened, as it fliould feem, than might be ex- 
peffed from the age they lived in, deprived the 
Tulcr of Chriftendom of the privilege of collating 
to the benefices of the church, aud even of the 

* 3,385! as. €i. < 

' ' - tithe?. 
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tithes,. which the prices had afliimsd to them-B OOK 
feivesin all parts. , Unfortunately, the prudence . 
that had diclated this fyflcm'was not followed by 
their faa'elTors;. who .founded, or, permitted to 
be founded, too great a number of bhhopricks. 
Numberlcls churches were conllrudlcd, end con- 
vents of both ffxes multiplied beyond every idea 
of cxccfs. ‘Celibacy became the ruling paflion 
in a defert country. Metals, which Ihould have 
beta employed in fertilizing the earth, were 
thrown, away. upon the churches. The clergj', 
noiwiihftanding their ignorance and corrv\ption, 
obtained the reftoration of the grcatcll part of 
ihofe opptcfiiivc tithes which had been drawn 
out of their avaricious hands. America feemed 
now to have been conquered but for them, Jn 
the mean while, the inferior clergy, ihofe who are 
in other parts fo mild and fo.rc^e^lablc, did no: 
find thcmfelvcs fufKciently. opulent. The Indian, 
whom they were appointed to indruifl and com- 
fort, did not dare to appear before them without 
fbmc prefent. They indulged him in fuch of bis 
former fuperilitions as were* of advant.igc to 
thcmfelvcs ; ns for inflance, the cuflom of putting 
a great quantity of provlfions upon tljc tombs of 
the dead. They fet an exorbitant price upo.n 
their funAibns, and Ijad always Ibme pious inven- 
tions, which ga\c them an opportunity of exaft- 
ing frefh taxes, Sacli a conduct had rendered- 
their tenets generally odious Tlnfe people 
went to mafs as they did to the labours of vaf- 
fdage, execrating the barbarous flrangets, who 
loaded their bodies and tlxir fouls with butdcr.n 
equally weighty. 

Thc fcandal became public,'Bnd almoft gene- 
ral. The fecuhr and the regular clerg}-, who 
b^di of th.tm fulfillrti the fame miniflry, mutually 
accufed each other of ibcfe vexations. The fuft 

Voi.. HI. R defcriled 
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:B O 0‘Kdefcribcd their rivals as a fet of vagabonds, whc 
yn i. jjgd withdrawn themfelves from the fiiperintend 
CQce of their fnperiors, in order to follow then 
libertinifm with impuntry, TheJatter acciifeti 
^the other of, their ignorance and indolence, an <3 
\cenfurcd them for being wholly taken up with the 
-'education of their famihes. We acknowledge, 
..wuh regret, that there was reafon for thefe rC' 
proaches on both fides. The court was for a 
• long time difturbed by the intrigues of ibcffi 
, two cabals, which were incefiantly renewed. At 
, length they decreed, in 1757* that the monks 
(hould occupy the benefices they held during life* 
-bur that they fhould not be fucceeded in them by 
men of the fame profeflion. This determination, 
which brings matters again into their natural or- 
-der, will probably be attended with favourable 
confequences. • , 

Diftnbuti- . lx was a great point, to have regulated, in the 
lands uT infiancc, all the great fprings of the new cm* 
ibeNew -pirc It now remained 10 ftriJe the deflinyof 
Uie’llm”-' fovercign, who 

of the .thought hrmlclf the legitimate poflcflbr of alMhe 
i^t^dsof Amciica, by right of conqueft, and by 
the conceflton of the pontiffs, caufed fome of 


thefepof-.theni, at firff, to bediffnbuted among his foldicifi 


p^^^*“.whohad fought in the New World. 


: , Thf foot foldier received a piece of ground, of 
the length of one hundred feet, and of the breadth 
.of fifty, to build upoDj onetboufard eight hun- 
dred and cighty-fi\e toifes for garden-groiind i 
feien thoufiind fit'c hundred and forty-threc for 
his orchard; ninc^-four thoufand two hundred 
i.and eight) -eight for the culture of European 
fcorn ; and nine Uioufand four hundred and iwcn- 
cly-ciglit for that of Indian corn; and ^ nil the 
•extent of ground ihu was ncccflary to breed icn 
hogs, twenty goats, one hundred fficep, twenty* 
V 2 horned 
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■ "horned cattle, and five horfcs. The cavalry man BOOK 
was' allowed double- the quantity of ground For . . 

his buildings, and the quintuple of all iliereft:, - 
Soon after towns were conftrudted. Thefewere 
not left to the caprice of perfons who meant to in- 
habit them. The ordonnances required that thej 
■fiiouldbe in an agreeable ftruaiion, in -a whole- 
feme air, on a fertile (oil, abounding with wa- 
ters. They regulated the pofition of the churches, 
the direAion. of the fttects, -and the extent_ of th< 

■public fquares. ^It‘was .ufually ibmc rich anc 
aftive individual vvho undertook to build them 
after they had obtained the (an£Iion of ’govern- 
'rhent. If the whole was not finifhed at, the llipu- 
laied lime, he loft all the money he had ad- 
vanced, and was likewlfe indebted to the -irea 
•fury 5,400 livres*. The- other obligations im 
pofed upon him were, to find a clergyman for liii 
church, and to fupply him with all that was re- 
quired to keep up the decency of a regular form 
of worlhip. ’ He was alfo obliged to coUcit at leaf 
thirty Spanifli inhabitants, each of whom was tt 
have ten cows, four ' oxen, one mare, one fow 
• twenty fheep, one cock, and fix hens. Whet 
thefe conditions were fulfilled, the civil and cri 
minal jurifditftions were granted to him inihefirn 
inftance for two generations, the rigljt of appoint- 
ing the municipal officers,' and. four leagues fquarc 
of tcrritoiy. 

Part of this great fpace was taken up in iht 
placing of the city, by the commons, and by ih< 
perfon who undettook the bufmefs. The rc(t wa: 

for by lot, and none of which could be alienated 
til! alter five years cultivation. Every citizen waj 
to have as many lots as he had houfes; but hi: 
property was never to exceed what Ferdinand had 

• aa$1. 
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B o o Koriginally 'granted at Saint Domingo to tlirce 

X 'snr. horlemcn. 

TiiosE perfons who had pofTcfnons in the towns 
that were already founded, were excluded by laVv 
from the new fttdements : but this ftn<^Tegu- 
Nation did not extend to their children. All the 
Indians, who were not detained elfewhere by en- 
pigemcnts which they could not break, were al- 
lowed to fettle there as fervants, as mechanics, or 
as labourers. , 

“Exc LU 3 1 V E of the lands which were fccured to 
ihc troops, and to the founders pf towns, the 
chiefs of the fcvcral colonies were authorized to 
diftribute fome to the Spaniards who were in- 
choed to-fcttle m the New Hcmifphcre. Thrs 
great privilege was taken from them m i59’' 
Philip II. wliofc ambition engaged him in 
petual uars, and whofeobftinacy would never al- 
low him to put an end to iliem, was not able to 
anfwcr fo many expcnces. The file of the lands 
in America, which to this period had been given 
away, was one of the refources that fuggefted it- 
felf to him. His law had, even in Ibme fort, a 
rctroaftive effect, m as much as it ordered the 
confifiation of all that was podefled without a le- 
gitimate title, unlefi the ufurper (hould confint 
to redeem thefc poflcfllons. An arrangement fo 
urefiil in reality, or m appearance, to the rreafury, 
never received any modification at any period, nor 
hath It yet experienced any. 

But It was amorceafy nlatter to.befiow lands 

graiuitoufly upon iome adventurers, or to cede 
them to fiich perfins at a low price, than to in- 
duce them to make them fertile. This kind of 
‘la'bour was bclpjled'by fhefirTt Spaniards, whoni 
their avidity Iwd led into the Indies. The flow, 
hibonous, and expenfive mode of cultivation, 
could fcarce tempt men, who, in the hope o» 

^ making 
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making an ealy, brilliant, and rapid fortune, hadB O o K 
bra\ed tbe waves of an unknown ocean, and the f 
dangers of all kinds that awaited tiicm, upon un- 
wholefome and "barbarous coafts. They were m 
hade to enjoy , and the moft expeditious way of 
doing this, was to fcize upon the minerals An 
enlightened government would have endeavoured 
to rcftify the ideas of their fubjedts, and to give, 
as much as poflible, another bent to their ambi- 
tion But the diredl contrary of this took place‘, 
the error of individuals became the pohc> of the 
mmiftrj' , they Were blind enough to prefer trea- 
fures that are merely fo hy convention, the quan- 
tity"" of which could not fail of being dimmilhed, 
and which mud daily lofe fomeihing of their ima- 
ginary price, to riches that are tnceffantly ipnng- 
mg up afrefh, and the value of which mud gra- 
dually incrcafe in all times This illufion of the 
conquerors and of the fovereigns, threw the date 
out of the road of profpenty, and fomied the 
manners m America Nothing was in edimation 
but gold or fiber, accumulated by rapine, by op- 
premon, and by the working of the mines ' 

In the carlieil times of the conqued, it was de- Reioiwi. 
creed that the mines fhould belong to the 
fbn who difcovcrcd them, provided he had themCTtjxnodi 
tcgidered m the tnbunal neareft to the fpot The ftr the 
government had at fird the imprudence to havCpf^j^^"^ 
the portion of this rich foil, which they had re- mines 
ferved for ihsmfclves, fcarched on their own ac- 
count V but they foon renounced this niinous 
error, ard contradicd the habit of ceding it to the 
propncior of the reft of the mine for a verj mo- 
deraie fum- If thefe treafures were found m cuI-> 
flvaicd parts, whldi fcarcc ever happened, the 
perlon \*ho undertook the mine was to purch’fc 
the extent of ground he wanted, or to gi e up 
Uie hundredth part of the ore Upon barren 
mounians 
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BOOK mountains the proprietor was more than fufH- 
, cientiy indemnified for the little damage he re- 

~''~~^cc»ved, by the value which a new exertion gave 
to the pro’duftions cultivated m the neighbour- 
hood 

From the moft ancient rimes, the mines, of 
whatfoever nature thi^ were, gave up to the trea- 
fury in Spam the fifth^of their [produce This 
cuftom was carried into the New World , but m 
procefs of time the government was obliged tb 
confine itfclf to a tenth for the gold, and even m 
J735, for the filver in Peru They were alfo 
obliged in general to lower the price of mercary. 
Till the year 1761, this neceflary agent had been 
fold for 432 hvres* thequintal At thispenodit 
cofl: no more than 324+, or even 216 livresj, 
for the mines that were not abundant, or which 
were very expenfive in the working ^ 

' EvERt thing leads us to fuppofe, that the court 
of Spam will be obliged, fooner or later, to make 
other facnficcs In proportion as the metals 
grow more common in commerce, they decrcafc 
in value, and they reprefent fewer commodmes 
This degradation muft one dayr make the beft 
mines be negleftcd, as jt hath fiicccffively made 
the middling ones to have been abandoned, unlefe 
the burden of thole who work them be alleviated 
The nme, perhaps, is not fardiftanr, when the 
Spanifh mmiftry mull be contented with two reals, 
or one livre fevcnfolsS, which they receive per 
mark for the Ramp and for the coinage 
The ctrciimflance that might give great weight 
to th^e cohjcftbres is, that there are fcarce any 
'men* except'thofe vvhofe affairs are ir a doubtful 
or ruinous fituaiion, who venture the taking of a 

I *■ ,3! los 
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part m the mines. -If it flionld {broetimes hap-B O O K 
pen, that a rich merchant fhould be ftimulated 
it by *an unbounded avidity, he doth it ahvayS' "■ — 

under the veil of the molt impenetrable fecrecy. 

The bold fpeculator may confcnt to expx)fe his 
fortune, but never his name./ He is'we!l aware, 
that if his engagements were known, his .repu- 
tation, and his credit, would be inevitably lolt. 

It is not, till his ralhnefs hath been crowned with 
the moll brilliant fuccefs, thathe can venture to 
avow the rilks he hath run. 

When the government Ihal) be obliged to give Taxes 
up the duties they yet receive from the 
they .will Hill have confiderable revenues for thespanifc 
cxpences of fovereigniy. < The principal of thefe America, 
.ought to have been the tithes, which Ferdinand 
had compelled the court of Rome to give up to 
him : but Charles V. from motives which it is 
not ca(y to conje^lurei deprived himfelf of them 
in favour of the bifhopsf the chapters, the rec- 
tors, .the hofpitals, the building of the churches * 

•in a word,*m favour of men and* of cftablifh- 
mencs, which were cither coo rich already, orfoon 
became fo. This > prince fcarce tranfmitted the 
ninth part of 'them to his fucceflbrs. It was 
ncccHary that a tribute extorted from the In- 
dians ftould fill up a void lb inconlidcraiely 
made in the public treafure. Tlic fupertor claflcs 
of fociety were not treated with lels manage- 
ment ; all the New World was (ubjedl to the Al- 
civala. 

This is a tax levied only upon what is fold by 
wholefalc, and which doth not extend to articles 
of «ixny am ibTiTprixm. iV cmneir ongmal^y riorn 
the Moots. The Spaniards adopted it in 1341, 
and fettled it at the rate of five p^r m:. It was 
afterwards carried up to ten, and even to four- 
teen: but, in 1750, arrangemems were made, 

winch 
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BOO K"hicb brought n back to what it liad been in th5 
''HI firftinftancc Philip)! iftct the dilaftcf of that 
^ fleet, fo well known bj the pompous title of In- 
vincible, was \trged, irt i59i» by l»s wants, to 
require this aflilfance from his poHeflionsm Ame* 
rica It was at fiift only at two per cetii and m 
1627 it rofe to four 

Stampt p'lper mode fo wifely invented 
tofeenre tl e fortune of individuals, and which is 
become, in all parts, one of theprmciplcsof then' 
ruin in the hands of the treafuiy ftampt paper, I 
Fay, was introduced, in 1641, into all the Spamfo 
provinces of ihe New World 

The monopoly of tobacco began to diftrcft 
Peru in 1752, Mexico, in 1754, and m the inter- 
val of tbefc two periods, all the other pans of the 
hemifphere dependent on Cafliie 
> At divers times, the crown hath apprrpriated 
tb ufclf, m the New as well os m the Old World 
the monopoly of gunpowder, lead, tnd cards 
Thg mnft extraordinary of all imports, bo''“ 
ever, is tlie crufade It took ii’s nfe in ihofc 
ages of folly and famtiafm, when millions of 
Europeans went lo lofc their hve*! in theEaft f®** 
the recovery of Palcftine The court of Rome 
res ivcd It m favour of Ferdinand , who, ini^oy, 
wiflied to attack the Moors of AInca This tax 
rtill fubfirts m Spam, where ii is never lower than 
twelie fols fix dcniers nnd ne\er higher than 
lour livres-f- A greater fum is paid for it in the 
New World, where it is onl} colleifled everj 
two years, and vhcre jt nrts from thirty five fols 
to thirteen lii'esj, according 10 the rank and 
fortunes of thcaiizens For this fum tl e people 
acquire the libcrij or obtaining abfolution from 
their confenors for fuch crimes as are referved 

Rather more thao ^ + 3s 4^ 
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‘ fbr'ihe'abfolution of the Pops and the blfhops ; u o'o k: 
theyacqmre the right of earing, upon da3’sofablli- 
nence,' feme kinds of prohibited food, and 3 multi- ''' ^ 
tude of indulgences,- for finsalready committed, or 
for'thofe that may be coramtiled in future. The 
government do not ftriAly oblige their fuhjedls to 
take this bull: hut the priefts would refufe* the 
comforts'^ of 'religion to ihofe who iliould negledt* 
or dildain'it; and there is not, perhaps, in all 
Spanlfh* America, one man fufficiently' bold or 
fufficiently enlightened to brave this ccclefiaftical 
cenfiire. f ' 

- 1 vriLL not, therefore, addrefs myfelf to a fttof 
foolifh mortals, whom we fhould in vain advile to' 
fhake off the double yoke tinder which they arc 
opprefled*, and 1 will not fay to them. What! dcr 
yt not conceive tliat Providence, 'which watches 
over 3 our prefervation, in prcfcniing you with* 
food which is proper for you, and in perpetuating 
inceflantly the appetency you have for it, meant’ 
undoubtedly to allow you the free ufe of it ? lf‘ 
the Heavens were irritated when 30001 of it in 
a forbidden feafon, there is no power oh earth' 
that could difpcnft with your obedience. Do ye' 
not fee that your fiupid credulity is impofed’ 
upon, and that by an infamous kind of traffic,* 
a being who is not greater ihan^30U arc, a crea-' 
lure who is noiliing before the face of your com** 
mon maftcr, arrogates to 'himftlf the right oP 
commanding 3'ou in his'nam’c, or of freeing you* 
from the ohJervation of his orders for a piece of- 
money ? This piece of money, doth he take ic 
for himfclf,. or doth he give it to his God ? Is his’ 

God indigent ? Doth he depend upon rcfources,' 
or doth he amafs treafures? If In ihfc other life' 
he be a rewarder of virtue, and an avenger of 
crimes, neither the goM which 3011 have given, 
nor the abfolution " which you (hall have pur - 5 

chalcd 
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BOO K chafed with thar gold, \/ilj have any cffedl uport 
(calfc If his tcniljuflice fhould admit of 
corruption, he would be as Mleand as contempti* 
blc as ihofc who arc feated m your tribunals If 
his rcprcfcntaiive had the fame power for himfclf, 
as he hatli perfuaded jou that he hath for you, lie 
might be the moft wicked of mankind with impu- 
nii>, fince there is not any crime which he would 
not ha\c it m his power to pardon Neither will 
1 addrefs myfclf to the fubaltcrn miniflcrs of this 
proud chief, bccaufe they have a common jntereft 
with him , and that inflead of anfwering me they 
would light up the flake under my feet But I 
will addrefs m^felf to the Chief himfclf, and fo 
tlie whole body over which I c prcfides, and 1 will 
tell them 

It fs time you fliould renounce this unwor 
thy monopoly, wuich dilgraces you, and which 
dilhonours both the God whom )ou preach, and 
the religion which you profcls Simplify your 
doiflrine, and purge it from abfurdities Aban 
don, with a good grace, all the pofls from which 
you will be driven The world is too enlightened 
to be any longer gulled with mcomprehenfibih- 
ties that are repugnant to rcafon, or to give 
credit to miraculous fallchoods, being common 
to all religions, cannot be admitted as proofs 
for any one Return to a prafticable and foetal 
fyflem of morality Let the refbrmation of jour 
theology' be followed by that of your manners 
Since you enjoy the privileges of fociely, partake 
of the burdens of u Do not any longer plead, 
your immunities agamfl the efforts of an equi- 
table miniftry, wlio would wifh to bring you 
back to the general condition of other citizens. 
Your fpint of mtoleration, and the odious means 
by which you have acquired, and flill continue to 
heap up riches upon nchc'^ have done more m 

jury 
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jury to your opinions, than a\l the arguments ofn o o K 
jncrcduiny. Had you been the appeafers of ^ 
public and domeftic troubles, the advocates of 
poor, the fupport of the pcrlccuted, the media- 
tors between the hufband and the wife, between 
fathers and children; had you been, among 
citizens, the organs of the law, the friends of 
the throne, and co-operators with tlie magidratc; 
however abfurd jour tenets Iiad been, mankind 
would have been ftlent. No one would hate 
ventured to attack a daft of men fo urefu! and lb 
refpedable.* But you have fpread divifions over 
Europe for concerns of the moft frivolous nature. 

All countries have been recking with blood, 
and for rcafons which at prefent we blulh to 
think of. If you would reftorc to your miniftry 
It’s former dignity, be humble, be indulgent, 
be even poor if it (hould be nccclTary: for lb 
your founder was. His apoHles, his difciplcs, 
and their followers, who converted ’ all the 
known world, were fo llkcwife. Be neither 
mountebanks nor hypocrites, nor fimoniacal, nor 
dealers in things which you give out as holy. 
Endeavour to become pnefts again ; that is 10 
fay, delegates from the Moft High, to preach 
virtue to men, and to fhew them the example of 
it. And thou, Pontiff of Rome, call thjfelf no 
longer the fervant of the fervanis of God, unlcls 
thou wilt be fo. Confider^ihac the asra of thy 
bulls, of tbine indulgences, of thy pardons, and 
of thy dirpcnfaiions is paft. It is in vain 'that 
thou woiild’ft fell the Holy Ghoft, ifinoonecan 
be found to putchafe \\. Thy fpirilual revenue 
is continually dccrcafing, and, fooner or later, it 
mull be reduced to nothing. Whatever the fub- 
fidies may be, the nations that ^ pay tbem^ are 
naturally inclined to^ get rid of them; 'and^’ihe 
flighteft pretence is*, luf&cicni. Since from a 
fifhernian, 
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L 6 o made thyfcif a tcmporaf 

Yiif.^ prince, become, as all good fbvercigns arc, the 
promoter of agriculture, oF the arts, of.martu- 
fadlurcs, of trade, and of population. Thou 
\vi!t then have no occafion for a traffic’ that is 
fcandalous. Thou wilt rcflore to the labours of 
man, the precious days which thou liafl: deprived 
him’ of i and thou v.ilt recover our veneration, 
Avhich thou hafl loft. ” , - 

. ' ' The finances of the Spanlfii continent of the 
other hemifphcrc were for a long time a myfteiy 
to the miniftry themfclvcs. This chaos was in 
fbme meafure' cleared up by M. de l.a‘Enrenada'. 
Each of the twelve years of hts fortunate admi* 
nlftratton, the crown received from. thefe coun- 
tries, or from 'the duties they collcftcd at the de- 
parture and at the return of the fleets, 1 7,7 19,44^ 
livres 12 fols (a). This rcfource of government 
hath'fince been much increafed, both from .the 
value of ^he new taxes, and from, the ftridtneft 
that hath'beeh obfcrv^'m the colleflingof the 
old ones,*' At prefent the public revenue ^of 
Mexico amounts to 54,000,000 liyre^(^); that of 
Peru, to 27, 000,000 livrcs(f)} that of GuatimalaJ 
of the New Kingdom, of Chili, and of Paraguay 
ib 9,106,000 livres (<^). 'This amounts in all to 
90,ioo,boo’livres(f). The local expcnces abforb 
56,700,000 livVes (/) i fo that there remain forthc 
treafury,'^ 3/^^560^000 livres ,(^), Add to this 
Turn, ‘20,5641450 livrcs (6) fwhich they recei^^e in 
Europe itfcif upon the articles lent to the coloi 
nies;‘ or 'which arc brought frorh thence, 'and it 
will be, found that' the court of Madrid ‘draws 
Jrwi (e), from it’s 
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vincesin the New World.. ihefe ricIiesB o o K 

\io not enter into the royal coffers of the mother- 
countf}’. Part of them Is employed in the Spi- 
nifh iflands irr America, for the cxpcncc of fo%e« 
rcignty, and for the building of fhips, or for' the 
^urchafing of tobacco. 

Spain had fcarce difeovered this other hemi-l>flrue- 
fphere, when flie cbncei\edthe idea of a 
tinknown to the people of antiquity, but which 
hath fince been adopted by modern nations, that 
of taking into her hands all the produflions oFj^^ron- 
hcr colonies, and the ‘Wholc care of fiipplyingneAmn* 
them with pro\ifions. In this view the go\ern-^“|j‘^® 
ment were not fatlsfied with forbidding ihefe new Worli. 
eftablilhmcnts, under capital penalties, to hold 
any foreign intercourfc*, but they carried their 
ftriitncfs To far, as to render all communication 
between them imprafllcablc, and to prohibit 
them from fending any of their fhips to the 
country from which they originally came. This 
fpirit of jcaloufy foon betrajed iifclf in the 
mother-country. The Ihips, indeed, were at firft- 
allowed to fet out from diflcrcnl ports; but they 
were all obliged to return to Seville. The 
wealth, which this preference accumulated in 
this city, foon enabled u to obtain, that' the 
fhips Ihould be dirpaichcd from it's harbour, as 
well as they w'cre compeUed to return to ii. The 
river, that wafhes it’s walls, not being afterwards 
found confiderable 'enough to receive the fhips, 
which had gradually increafed to n certain fize, 
it was the peninfula of Cadiz, which became the 
general ftapte All foreign merchants, fettled in 
this port, which was become famous, were for- 
bidden to lake a dueft pail in a trade of fo lu- 
crative a nature. In vain d’d they reprefenr, 
that as they confumed the provilions of the king- 
dom, as they paid ihc taxes, and as the} encou- 
raged 
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BOOK raged agrtculiiirc, tnduRry, and navigation, they 
, , ought to be confidered as citizens. Tiic/c rcafons 

'“*"''****^\vcrc never attended to in a court, w here ciiftom 
was the fupreme law. Thefe ad\l^c, opulenr, and 
enlightened men, who for a long time paft had 
alone kept up the conncdlions between the Anci- 
ent and i!ic New World, were always obliged, 
with more dlfguft and inconvenience than one 
would imagine, to cover ihcir mod trifling tranff 
adlions under a Spanifli name. 

The libeny of undertaking voyages to the 
great (etilemcnts that were forming on all fides 
in the otlier Hemifphcre, was even niuch rc- 
ftrained with regard to the natives themlclvcs. 
The government took the refolution of regu 
lating, every year, the number of fliips tliat ic 
was thought proper to fend, and to fix the time 
of their fcttingom. It entered into their fyflenj 
of politics, to render thefe voyages very unfre- 
’quent, and the permifiion to fit out a vefTel 
became a very fignal favour. In order to obtain 
it, the capital of the empire was filled wit!) in- 
trigues, and corruption was kept up in all tlie 
o^es. 

” Under the pretence of preventing frauds, of 
efiablifhing an invariable order, and of pro- 
curing entire fafeiy to fhips that were richly 
laden,' delays, vifitations, fearchings, lailors, 
and formalities of every kind were multiplied to 
luch a degree, both in Europe and America, 
that the ufeleft cxpences doubled the value of 
fome goods, and enhanced confidcrably that of 
others. > ’ ' . 

The opprcfllon of the cufloms completed the 
nitn of etery rhmg. The articles exported to the 
other Hemifpherc, were fubjedlcd to luch duties, 
as bad never exitled m any age, or on any part of 
the globe. The price even iliac had been given 

for 
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for them was taxed. The gold, on it’s return,BOOK 
paid four psr cent, and the filver nine. . 

But how was it pofllble that the court of Ma-Rt.jfons 
drid (hould be fo grofsly deceived with refpedl tOTshythe 
their interefts } or ftiU more, how was it pofljble 
they Ihould pcrfift in their error ? Let us endeavour, pcrfever- 
if we can, to find out the caufcs of fo firange an ^ 
infatuation. , ^ 

The empire oF-ilie Spaniards over the New 
World waseftablifhed in an age of ignorance and 
barbarifm. All the principles of government 
were then forgotten j and we need not certainly 
be furprifed, that in the intoxication of their 
vifilories, a fet of proud conquerors fhould not 
have reftored knowledge, which had been ba- 
nifhed from Europe for ten or twelve centuries 
pad. 

At this period of general infatuation, the court 
of Madrid did not conje^lure that the fcttlements 
they were forming in another hemifphere would 
only be ufeful, in as much as they fhould pro* 
ducc an encouragement of .their agriculture, 
indudry, and navigation. Far from making the 
colonics fubordinatc to the mother-country, it 
was, in fome meafure, the mother-country’ that 
was fubordinatc to the colonics. Every political 
ceconomy was either ncglcfled or dlfdained; 
and the grandeur of the monarchy was Viewed 
only in the gold and filler of America. The 
people were fcizcd with the lame ambition ; and 
abandoned their native country in multitudes to 
go in fearch of iliefc metals. Thcfe immenfe and 
continual emigrations, left a void In the popula- 
tion of the principal country, which w’as not filled 
up by the reforc of foreigners, bccaufe they were 
incelTantly driven from ii by pride and the fpiritof 
mtolcraiioa. 


Spain 
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o o K Spain w, is confirmed, by (Ijcccncs_\ hicht/erC 
nnmtaincd rather for a lofjg time, m ijie fjlfe 
road Ibe had at firA marked out for herAIf An 
afeend’^nqy which flieowcd toj:ircumAances alone» 
appeared to her to be a ncccfTary confequcncc of 
her adminiAration and her maxims 
THt calamines wbjch afterwards invaded this 
Jcingdom on all fides, might poffibly have enlight- 
ened It An almoA coniinued fenes of wars, fome 
more faial than others, deprived it of the tranquil 
illy nece/Tary to examine into the dcfeiAs of a lyf* 
letn, which had been uninterruptedly piufucd with 
the greateA fccunty 

Thc knowledge fucccllively acquired* or dif* 
fufed by othernaoons, \vas very well calculated to 
refute and diffipate thc errors ot Spam Whether 
from pnde orjealouly, this nation obAmateJy re- 
jed^ed the lights it might have obtained from it’s 
rivals, or it’s neighbours i 

In default of foreign aids, the Spaniards, bom 
with a fplrit of rcfleiAion, and vyAh penetrating 
fagacit), might have difcovered many circum- 
Aances of confequcncc to their proJperity This 
kind of genius, which was fit for every thing» 
unfortunately turned iffelf towards contempla-' 
lions which could not but meteafs their niif* 
takes 

To fill up the meafutc of ihefc misfortunes 
the Court of Madrid had, from early limes, ma 
pofed a law upon ihemfelvcs, to fupport ihc 
raeafures they had followed, in order that they 
might not be fiifpeiAcd of having lightly taken a 
rcfolution Events, however difgraceful the) 
were, did not dtIguA them of thele politics in 
r.be.’f £-OTi7evfJ«A7J- itttfi Amcacs, sad dicy w’-es-? 
confirmed in them, by tlie combined, or feparate 
fiiffrages, of a tnuhuudeof corrupt or difhoncA 
t agents, 
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ageBis, who infuTed their ovm private fortune by B o o K 
the keeping up of univerfa! confufion. „ . 

The mifchief, however, was not felt fromconre- 
the fiift, although fome celebrated writers have«i'ie=«s 
afferted this with confidence. According to their 
opinioUj Sp>ain, feeing herfelftheipiftrefsof Arne- bmarions 
Tica, voluntarily renounced her manufaftures and 
her agriculture. 'Such an extravagant idea never nlorj^ertt 
entered mto the (jftem of any nation.^ At theai'ended 
period when the other Heroifphere was difco-{^“^j.^^ 
vered, Seville was celebrated for , it’s _fiIktiser-coja- 
manufaflures ; the woollens of Segovia werc^J’* 
clleemed the.fincft in Europe, and the ftuffs of 
Catalonia found an advantageous mart in Italy 
and in the Levant. Other openings for trade 
gave frefh activity to this indullry, and to the 
cultivation of the lands, which is infeparable, 
from it. Had it been otherwife, how is it pof- 
fible that this monarchy could have invaded Co 
many provinces; fUIlained fo many tedious and 
bloody wars; paid fo many foreign and national 
troops; cquippOT fuch numerous and formidable • 
fleets; kept up-divifion in the neighbouring 
flares, and purenafed traitors among them ; Tub- 
verted all nations by their intrigues; ard given 
the impulfc to all political events? How could 
they have been the fiifl, and, perhaps, the only 
power of tlie univerfe ? 

But all ihcfe excriions occafioned an immenCe 
confumption of menj fevcral went ovcT into the 
New World : this other Hcmifphcrc, more 
wealthy and more populous, required more mcr- 
chandifc; and hands were wanting for all the 
Irbours. Then Spain was fuminied with fub- 
fiflerce, and her colonics were fupplitd vvnh 
clothing, by foreign nation^ where (pecic v^as 
full fcarce, and, confequently, labour at a mo-' 
derate price. In vain were they excluded from 
VoL. in. S this 
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"boo Kthis traffic by drift regulations. ^ Whether -they 
. \vere friends or foes, they carried it on'withont 
interruption, and with fuccefs, under the name 
of ' the Spaniards, whofe lioncfty always de- 

* ferved the highell encomiums. The govern- 
ment thought> to remedy what they imagined to 
be an evil, but which was nothing more than the 
r.eceflary confequenc? of the date of things, by 
renewing the ancient prohibition of exporting 
either gold or filvcr. At Seville, and afterwards 

'at Cadiz, fomb bravocs, called Metedores^ car- 
ried the ingots upon the ramparts, and threw 
them' over to other Mftedores,' who were to dcH- 
•^er them to the boats lliat came up to receive 
them. This clandeftinc trade was never didurbed 
•by excifemen, or by guards, who were all 
to fhut their eyes. More driftnefs would only have 
ferved to increafe the price of the merchandife» 
from the greater difficulty of obtaining the value 
of it. iC in conformity to the rigour of the or- 
donnances, any delinquent had been feized, tried» 

• and condemned to death, and his property confif- 
cated, fuch an atrocious aft, far from preventing 
the exportation of the m'etals, would have in- 
creafed it •. bccaulc the peribns who had before 
been fatisfied with a moderate gratuity, requiring 
a falary proportioned to the danger they mud 
incur, would have incrcafcd their profits by their 
rifles, and would hate made a great deal of mo- 
ney go our, in order that they might have the more 
for rhcmfdics. 

Such was the Rate of Spain, when fhe herfclf 
toUuiiariJy aggravated her caJamirics by the ex- 
pulfion ot the Moors. 

This nation had reig'icd for a long time, d' 
moR oxer the whole of the pcninfula. From 
one pod to another, they were lucccflivcly dritcn 
to Granada j where after a ten years conri* 

• • iiuanec 
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iluance of a bloody war, they were again forced, B O O K 
;n 1492, to fubmit to the yoke By the terms . 
of capitulation, they ■were to be allowed to fol- 
low their own form of worfhip, but the con- 
queror, under various pretences, foon wifhed to 
depri\ethem of this facred right, and they took 
up arms in order to maintain it Fortune de- 
clatcd ufelf againft thefe unfortunate Muflul- 
luen , and numbers of them penlbed by the 
fword Others purchafed the right of taking 
refuge in Africa, and the reft were condemned 
to appear Chnftians 

This apparent compliance, wuh which F^tdi- 
rnnd and Charles chofe to be fuisfied, did not 
meet with the approbation of Philip II This 
^rfecuting prince requited that the Infidels fhoiild 
I3C really of his religion In the hope of engjg- 
jng them to this more certainly, and m lefs time, 
he ordered, in 1568, that thefe people fhould re- 
nounce their idiom, their name<?, their habits, their 
baths, their cuftoms, and every thing that could 
difiinguifti them from his other fubjetls Del^ 
tifm Mas earned fo far, as to foibid tliem from 
clrnging their rcfidence, without the confent of 
the magiftratc, from marrying, without ihclcaie 
of the &{hop , from bearing arms, under any pre- 
tence whatever, and even from having any m 
thtir pofTeilion An obftinatc rcfiftance muft ha\ e 
been ihc confcqucncc of fo blind an aft of tyran- 
ny Unfortunately, men who had no leader, 110 
difciplme, and no means of carrying on the war, 
could make none but unavailing cfibris againft nu 
meroiis armies, accuftomed to carnage, and com- 
manded by experienced generals The inhabit- 
ants of the towns and country places "ho liad 
entered into the rebellion, were nlmoft generally 
cMcrminatcd Scr\ itudc became the lot of all the 
piiioncrs of both fexes Thofocacuof the Moors 
S z who 
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Bodkwho had remained quietly at home,* vv'ere con- 
« veyed into the interior provinces of the kingdofn, 

where they met with nothing butlnfults and re- 
proach. ' ' ^ ' 

’ This difperfion, and this humiliation, did not 
produce the'^ effedl that was cxpedied. The 
cruelties, which were inceflantly renewed 'by a 
fanguinary tribunal, ''were not more availing. 
It appeared to the clergy, that the only way re- 
maining, was to expel from the' monarchy all 
tbefc enemies who fo obftmately perfifted in their 
dodlrines. This was accomphfhed in 1610, not- 
witlifi'inding the oppofirlon of fome ftatefmen, and 
noiwuhftanding the Hill warmer felicitations of 
the grandees, who kept in their palaces, or on tlieir 
domain, many Haves of the nation that'waspW' 
'fecuted by fuperdition. 

We fiad from all 'accounts, that this profertp- 
tion deprived Spain of a million of 'inhabitants, 
Some authentic pieces, collefled by Bleda, a 
prudent and contemporary writer, fliew that this 
number muft be reduced to four hundred and 
twenty-nine tlioufand three hundred and four- 
teen. This was not the whole oFt^e Moors that 
had efcaped the fury of the wars/ and the fana- 
ticifra of the 'conquerors, or that remained front 
the emigrations, fometimes tolerated and Ibrnc* 
times clandeftine. The government retained the 
women that were married to former Chriftians, 
whofe faith was not fofpicious to ilie bifhops, and 
all the children under feven years of age. 

Iw the mean while the ilate loft the twen- 
tieth part of, their population, and the moft la* 
borious part, as the profenbed and perfecuted 
fe<fts will ahvajs be. ' Whatever were the occu- 
pations of thefe people, whether their' ftrength 
was employed in the fields, in the maniifafkurcs, 
or in the meaneft oificcs of (bciety, it is certain 
- that 
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tliat a great deficiency was made in the Iabour%B o o K 
as well as in the tributes colledled The burden , 
which had been borne by the Infidels fell chiefly “ 
upon the weavers This additional weight drove 
many of them into Fhnders and jinto Italy , 
while the reft, without quitting the country, re- 
nounced their profeflion. The filks of Valencia, 
and the fine wool of Andalufia and Caftile, were 
no longer manufadlured b> the Spaniards » 

The treafury having no more manufaflurers to 
opprefs, now oppreUed the farmers The taxes 
levied upon agnculture, were ns ill judged as 
they were various and exceflive TeCde general 
duties, there were what the financiers call extraor- 
dinary duties, which is a mode of levying mon^ 
upon a particular clafs of ciii2ens , a kind of tax 
unprofitable to the ftate, and ruinous to thofe who 
are taxed, and which tends only to enrich the 
perfon who hath contrived it Thefe refourccs 
proved inadequate to the urgent ncc^itvcs of go- 
vernment, and the financiers were called upon to 
advance confiderablc fums At this period, they 
became mafters of the ftate, and were empowered 
to farm out the fcveral parts of their leift This 
introduced a multitude of agent% and with them 
numberiefs rcftraints and oppreflions The laws 
which thefe rapacious men were allowed to enaift, 
were only, fo many fnares to ftducc the honeft 
and credulous In procefeof time, they ufurped 
the fovereiga authority, and found means to 
elude the rojal tribunals, to chufe judges for 
ihemfelve«, and to pay them 

The owners of the lands that were opprefled 
by this tyranny, either threw up their eftates, or 
neglcdted the improvement of them That fer- 
ule peninfula, which, though fubjedl to frequent 
droughts, ftill afforded fubmlence to thirteen or 
fourteen millions of inhabitants before the dif- 

covery 
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BOOKco;cr) of America, and Ind formerly been the 

^_2**^pranat} of Rome and of all Italy, was foon over- 
rpread with thorns and briars The pemtaous 
cuftom of fixing the price of corn was then adopt- 
ed j and public granaries were cfiablilhed in cie- 
ry province, ^whicli were confcquently mamged 
without either /kill, care, or lioneA) Befidcf, 
what advantage could be expefted to anfe from 
filch precarious rcfources ? Hov/ could if poWhly 
enter into an> one’s thoughts, to lay rcflraints-up 
on the price of corn, in order to increa/e tlie 
quantity of u , to ratfe the price of provifions, in 
order to make them cheaper, or lo facilitate* mo- 
nopoly, in order to prevent it > '' 

WitCN once a nation hath begun to decline, it 
fcldom recovers itfclF, The lofs of popuhtion, 
of the manufa€ture«, of trade, and of agricul- 
ture, was attended with the greatell evils While 
Europe was daily improving in knowledge, and 
all nations were animated with a fpint of indufir), 
Spain was falling into a fiate of inaftion and bar- 
barifm The duties of the former cufioms, which 
were ftill fiiffcred to remain Upon goods palling 
from one province to another, were carried to 
fuch an excefs, as to prevent all communication 
between them Even the conveyance of money 
from one province to another, was prohibited. 
In a Ihort time, not the lead fign of a road was to 
be feen Travellers were flopped at the crofling 
of rivers, where there was neither bridge nor 
boats There was not a fingle canal, or one na- 
vigable river People, the mod fitperduious m 
the vi^orld, with regard to the obfervance of fad 
daysi" fuffered their fiflienes to decline, and bought 
fifh every year to the amount of twelve millions * 
Except a few ill built vcflels dedined for their 


i * 


50o,ooqI 


colonies', 
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colonies, they had not a fingle (hip belonging to B O O K 
government in their harbours Their coafts 
expofed to tlie depredations of the Barbary cor« 
fairs. To a\otd thefe, they were obliged to 
freight upon foreign bottoms, even the avijos 
they fent to the Canary iflands and to America 
Philip IV. poflclTcd of all the rich mines of 
America, at once found all his gold changed into 
copper, < and was reduced to the neccfljty of 
making his copper com bear almoil the fame \a- 
lue ns that of filvcr. 

These were not the greateft grievances of the 
monarchy. Spain, from an abfurd and fuperfti- 
tious veneration for the age of her conquefts, 
fcornfuUy rejeded whatever was not pradlifed m 
ihofe glorious days The Spaniards faw all other 
nations growing more enlightened,, more exalted, 
and more powerful, but thought it beneath them to 
copy after any one of them An abfoluie contempt 
for the improvements and cuftomsof their neigh- 
bours, formed the diftngmlhing charadcr of tins 
people. 

The nnquifition, that tremendous tribunal, 
which was at firfl; cftablilhcd in order to (lop the 
progrefs of Judaifm and of the Koran, had en- 
tirely altered the charadcr of the Spaniards It 
had accuflomed them to referve, to miftruft, and 
to jealoufy. And, indeed, ho\ (hould it have 
been otherwifc? When a fon could accufe his 
father, a mother her child and her hufband, a 
man lus friend, or his fcllou citizen , when mu- 
tual accufauons were the bcni of all the pafiions, 
when a man might be (eiacd upon in the midft: 
of his children, an.d thrown into a dark dungeon, 
by the fatcllitcs, either in the day, or in the 
niqht-iimc, when the enme laid to a man’s 
cliargc was concealed from him, when a man 
was compelled to defend hirofclf, and being m 

piifon 
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BOO Kprlfon' for a fault which he had cot committed, 

. \ afterwards detained and tried t for a fecrcc 

fault which he had avowed ; when the .trial v/as 
carried on, and finifhed, without confronting 
the witnefTes ; when (cntence was pronounced 
without allowirtg the.accufed perfon to fay any 
thing in his defence : then men accuftomed 
themfelves to blood, and to the mofl atrocious 
feencs : then their minds were filled with that 
fpirit of fanaticifm, which difplayed itftlf 
cruelly in both Hemifpheres. Religious difputes 
occafioned, indeed, no difturbances or ravages 
in Spain ; but . the nation remained in a ftaie of 
the moft profound ignorance. Such difputes, 
though always ablurd m themfelves, ferve how- 
ever to excrcife the mind. They induce men to 
read and r^flc^l, to .confult auiiquity, ftudy 
hiftory, and the ancient languages ; hence arifes 
criticifm, which is productive of true tafte.r The 
fubjeCl that firft excited the exertion of the mind, 
foon becomes of no confequence; books written 
on^ controverfial points are ucgleCted, but the 
krfowledge they have diffufed remains - Religious 
matters are like thofe aClive and volatile particles 
that cxift in. all bodies fit for fermentarion, 
They‘firft occafion a cloud in 'the liquor that was 
before clear, but fcon put the whole mafs'in mo- 
tion. In this ferment, they fly off or fink to the 
bottom; and when the whole is depurated, 'no- 
thing remains but a foft, pleafant, and nutritive 
fluid. But in the genera! ferment of theological 
difputes, all the lefufe flill continued in* Spain. 
Superflition had fo blinded the nation, that tiicy 
even gloried in .their infatuation. , - / 

Instead of that energy which could alone ani- 
mate the fevcral parts of thofe wide dominions 
that lay 100 much fcaltcrcd, the Spaniards were 
fonov/in their motionr, ifia'i all bulinels \v 


as III* 
peded. 
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pedcd. Such a variety of forms, precaution^ andB 0^0 S 
deliberations were multiplied to prevent impi>.__ ^^ 
fitiori, that they only put a ftop to every com- 
mercial tranfaftion. 

, The wars in which the Spaniards were engaged, 
were as ill-condufted as'ihcir fyftem of politics. 

A population; which was hardly fufficient for the 
many gatriCons they kept in Italy, in the Low 
Counines, in Africa, and m the Indies, rendered 
them incapable of railing an army at home. At 
the firft breaking out of a war; they were obliged 
to have recourfe to foreign troops- The few Spa- 
niards who were fent to fight along -with thele 
mercenaries, were fo far from being able to ma- 
nage them, that their own allegiance was fre- 
quently fhaken by th’s intcrcourfe/ . They have 
often revolted together with the foreign troops, 
and ravaged the provinces that were committed to 
their protefVion. ‘ 

A AEOCt.AR pay would infallibly have pre- 
vented, or foon put a flop to this fpirit of fedU 
tion. But to provide for the payment of troops, 
and to keep iliem in that flaie of dependence and 
fubordniation fo npcclTary to good difcipline, 
government fhovild have fupprclTcd that multi- 
tude of ufelefs officers, who by tlieir falaries and 
their oppreflions abforbed the greatefi: part of the 
public revenue; the moll ancient rights of the 
crown fhould nor have been alienated fora trifling 
confideraiion, or fuffeicd to be invaded ; nor 
fhould the loyal treafurcs have been fquandered 
away, to entertain fpics, and to procure traitors in 
every country. But care fhould ha\c been par- 
ticularly taken, that the grandeur of the prince 
fhould not have been made to confifl in granting 
I>cnfions and favours to ali who had no other 
claim, but that which they dethed fromdieir 
boldncfs in alking for them. 


This 
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p o o K This noble and iniquitous way of receiving 
wjjg becorne general.' The Spaniard, natu- 
^“"'‘''"^rally generous, having, acquired a fplrit of pride,* 
difdained the common occupations of life,, and 
afpired after nothing but governments, biflioprics,- 
and the chief employments in the ftate. 

ThoscavIio could not attain to thefe prefer- 
ments, glorying in their proud infolence, flill af- 
fumed the ftylc of the court, and maintained as 
much gravity in their idlenefs, as a mintfter who 
was abforbed in’ ftate affairs. 

Even (the lower daft of the people would have 
thought they defiled their 'vi(5torious< hands by 
proftituting them to ufefiil labours. Tiiey em- 
ployed ihemfelves'cardcftly, even in thoft which 
were ilie moft creditable, and irufted all the reft 
to foreigners, who carried ' fortunes away with 
them, which ferved to fertilize, or to enrich their 
own country. • i 

Men bom (to no property, meanly preferring 
idle ftavety to laborious liberty, eagerly fblicitea 
to be admitted into the number of domefticsthat 
the great kept in their retinue, wuh that pomp 
which magnificently difplays the pride of the moft 
nfelefs, and the degradation of the moft nccelTary 
clafs of men. . ' 

' Those who bad too much vanity remaining to 
live without fome difUndion, crowded into the 
convents, where fiiperlliiious men had long ’finec 
provided a convenient retreat for iheir indolence, 
and had carried their abfurdity fo far, as to lavilh 
marks of diftinflion upon them. ’ 

Evfn the Spaniards who had competent for- 
tunes., langpinaed in a. Oaie q£ cfdihacy, ebnofing 
rather to give up all ihouglus of pofteriry, than 
to attend to the cftablifhmcnt of it. If fome, 
induced by love and virtuous motives, cfioft, in 
imitalion of the great, to* enter into marriage, 

they • 
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they Cent their fons, in their earlier years, to be^ 0^0 it 
educated in the fuperftuious manlier of the 
leges: and from the age of fifteen rdigned them 
to the courtezans. The abilities and Ilrength of 
tlicfc young men being thus vitiated, they were 
equally enervated by thefc infamous coanctlions, 
which they did not even brealc off when they en- 
tered into the facred tics of matrimony. 

Out of this degenerate race were cliofen ilie 
men who were to hold the reins of government. 

Their admitiiftration was anfwcrable to their 
education, being a conftant fcene of Idlenefs and 
corruption. They feldom difeovered any ferfe 
of virtue or ptlnctples of equity, or the lead 
defite of promoting the happtnefi'of their fcllow- 
creaturcs. They thought only of plundering the 
provinces intruded to their care, in order to 
diflipate in idleuefs and profufion at Madrid the 
fruits of (lieir c'<tortton This conduflwas al- 
ways purfued with impunity, though it often oc- 
caGoned feditions, infurrc^lions, confpiracies, and 
’forneiirncs revoUitidn*!. ? 

f Beside tlicfe misfortune', the Hates that were 
united to Caftile by marriage or conqueft, con- 
tributed to complete the ruin of the Spanifh 
monarchy. The Low Countries did not afford a 
fiifficiency to pay the garpfons ihat were kept to 
defend ’them, Franchc Comte fuppHed nothing; 

Sardinia, Sicily and the Milancfe were even bur- 
denfome to government The tributes of Naples 
and Portugal were mortgaged jto foreigners. Ar- 
Tagon,,Valcncia, Catalonia, Rouftllon, the Balearic 
iflands and Navarfe, pretended they osved nothing 
to the monarchy but a free gift, winch was al«i)s 
fetded by thelt deputies, but feldom to the fatts- 
faflion of a rapacious court, exhaufted by abfurd 
liberalities. 


While 
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ROOK While the mother-country was declining, the 
, cobiuts could not poflibly floimni If tlie Spa- 

jnarda had iinderflood their true intereft, they 
%/ould, perhaps, on the firft; difcovery of Ame- 
iica, ha\c been content with cAibliOiing an equi- 
table tntercourfe with the Indiins, which would 
have fettled a mutual dependence, and recipro- 
cal profit's bctwc'-n the two nation*! The manu 
failures of tlic Old World would have been 
bartered for the produce of the mines of rhe new , 
and wrought iron would have been exchanged for 
It’s weight of uniyroirght filter A laAing umoa, 
the neceflary confcquence of a peaceable traffic, 
a ould have been cftabJilhed without bloodihed 
or d-aaftation Spain would equally have been 
miftrefa of Mexico and Peru , bccaufc any na- 
tion that cultivates the arts, and does not corn 
muntcate the method by which it carries them 
on, will alwajs have an evident fupenonty over 
ihofc to whom it fells it s maimfnftures 

Tnis method of reafooing was not adopted by 
the Spaniards The cafe vvuli which they had 
fubdiicd the Jndijn% the afeendant which Spam 
had alTumed over all Europe, the natural pnde 
of conqieror* ih-ir ignorance of the true prin- 
ciples of commerce, all ihefe, and various other 
caulcs, prevented them from efiabhlhirg, m the 
ISew World, a IjAem of go>ernmeni found-'d 
upon good principles 

Thk depopulation of America was the melan" 
choly effect of this irregularity The firft fteps 
of the conquerors were marked with ftreams of 
blood Aftoiifti‘*d as much at their own vjfto 
ti/ts-, -JA t.hn. cbiCeafi, a.n/lui-' 

toxica ed wub their fucceft, they refolved to 
extirpate the people they had plundered Innu 
merable mtions difappeared from the face of the 
earth, at the arrival of thefe barbarians , and 

thefe 
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BOOK occafjonally cftabliflied in order to alleviate the 
hardfhips of their fervitude, afforded them but 
fmall relief. The favage, proud, and rapacious 
Spaniards, paid as little regard to the commands 
ot a monarcli who was too far remotCt from 
tliem, as to the tears of the poor miferable In- 
dians. 

The mines proved flill a greater caufc of de- 
ftruftion. Ever fince the difcovery of America, 
the Spaniards had attended only to this fpecics of 
wealth. In vain did /bme men of more enli^ten* 
cd underftanding exclaim againft this infatua- 
tion. Let the gold remain where it is, faid they, 
piovidcd the furfacc of the earth that covers it 
can but produce an ear of corn rhaf will make 
bread, or a blade of grafs to feed ’your fheep. 
The only metal you really want is. iron, Work 
jt into raws, hammers, and plough fhares, but 
not dnw weapons .of dcflrudion. The quantity 
of gold requifite for the* piirpofes of exchange is 
fo tnconfiderable, that it is unnecefl'ary to accu* 
mulaie any great flock of it. It is very immate- 
rial, wheiner a hundred ells of cloth or one 
pound or twenty pounds of gold, be given in ex- 
change. The Spaniards havc.afted like the dog 
in the fable, that dropped the meat out of hts 
mourh to bite at the image of it In the water, and 
was drowned in attempting to get it. 

Unfortukatcly the Indians were the vliSims 
of this fatal error. Thofe unhappy men were 
fent to work at a very great depth underground, 
where they were deprived of day-light, of a free^ 
and wholefome air, ond of the comfort of ming-’ 
ling their tears with thofe of their friends and 
relations ; and were doomed to dig their own 
graves in thofe dark: manfions, which now con- 
tain more alhes of the dead than gold dull. All 
liis r.ations of the univerfe being inccn/cd at ihcfe 

barba- 
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Wbarilies, the Spanifh writers enSeavoured 
prove, that the working of the mines was not 
attended with any danger : but the evidence of 
'the fenfes teflified the contrary. It was well 
known that man could not dwdl in the obfeure 
caverns of the earth, without fuffering Ibme 
inconvenience with refpc^l to his eye-light; that 
he could not ' breathe mercurial, fulphureous, 
aifenical, and peftiltntial vapours, without injury 
to his lungs* that iinwh lefome air could not be 
•ablbrbed by the pores of the fkin, or fwallowed 
by the mouth, without prejudice to the ftomach, 
and to the humours of the body.'- But men 
coming out of the mines, prefented the image of 
death order all it’s forms; a torintming cough, 
a hideous atrophy, a melancholy marafmus, with 
convuldons, contradlions, and dillortions of the 
limbs. The miners were obferved to have 
wrinkle-s debility, tremblings, and a declining 
life, at the 'age of the mod vigorous health ; and 
confcquently, far from giving any credit to the 
accounts of the Spaniards, their deceit excited 
indignation, when their ignorance was not an ob- 
jcifk of ridicule. 

NuMOEas of the Americans, in order to efcape 
thefe means of deftruflion, and to withdraw 
ihemfclvcs from other a6ls of European tyranny, 
took refuge in the foreds, and among inaccef- 
fiblc mouiiiains. In thefe rough and wild cli- 
mates, they contraidcd a ferocious difpofition, 
which frequently "dilUeficd their mcrcilefs op- 
prefibrs, and was the caule of much blood- 
ftied. 

Irf fome didricls, dcfpair was carried fo far, 
that the men, in order not to leave behind them 
any licirs of their misfortunes, refoUed unar.i- 
moufly to have no conocfVion with llic women. 

This ablliaer.ee from the mod natural defire im- 
I . planted 
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BOOKpIantcd in human nature, which is the only 
^ inftance of the kind ever recorded in hiftory, 

feems to have been relerved to the xra of the 
diicovery of the New World, as a perpetual mo- 
jiumcht of Spanifh tyrann^^. What more could 
the Americans oppofe to this tliirft of deftruAion, 
than the horrid vow of ceafing to perpetuate their 
pofteriiy ? Thus the earth was ftained with the 
blood of the fathers, and deprived of the fuccced- 
ing generation. 

From this period the country feemed to lie 
under a curfe with refpe^t to thefe barbarous con- 
querors. The empire they had founded began to 
tend to general deftrufFon. Profligacy and cor- 
ruption made a rapid progrefs among them. The 
moft important fortrefles were fuffered to decay. 
The country was left without arms or magazines. 
The foldiers who were neither exercifed, fed, nor 
clothed, became beggars or thieves. The firft 
principles of war and navigation were forgotten ; 
as well as the very names of the inllruments made 
tifc of in ihofe two neccflary arts. 

Trade confided only m the art of cheating. 
The gold and filver, which were to be brought 
into the king’s coffers, were fraudulently dimi* 
nifhed, and reduced to a fourth part of the furn 
they ought to have produced. All orders of men, 
corrupted by avjrice, united their efforts to pre- 
vent a true date of things from being laid before 
the throne, or to fcreen thofe perfons who had 
lendcrcd thcmfcives obnoiious to the Jaw. TJie 
magidrates of every rank and degree always una- 
nlmoiifly exerted themfelves lofupport each other 
in their injufttce. 

The fccnc of confufion occafioned by thefe ex- 
tortions, introduced the fatal expedient of all ill- 
governed dates, that of numberlcfs taxes : it 
teemed ss if government had two objcdls in view, 

■ to 
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to put a Hop to every kind of fhduftry, and toB o o K 
I’ncreafe opprefllon. ^ 

Ignora-ncb kept pace with injufticel Europe 
was not then much enlightened. Even the know- 
ledge that began to diffufe itfclf m this quarter of 
the globe, was rejected by Spatn. In the mean 
while, a thicker clould was fpread over America. 

The moft; fimple notions, upon olyedls of rhe 
grcatcft importance, were entirely obliterated 
there . - 

As ignorance is always favourable to fuperditi- 
on ; the miniftcrs of religion, rather more cnhght- . 

,encd than tlie colonifts, aflutned a fuperiority over 
them in the management of ail public affairs. 
Beingmorefccureof impunity, they were always 
the mod forward to break through the laws of 
juflice, and through all rules of morality and de* 
cency. The lead corrupt among them became 
traders, and the reft availed themfelves of their 
ccclefiaftical power to extort from the Indians ail 
they were poflefied of. 

The hatred which arofe between the Spaniards 
bom in America, and thofe who came from Eu- 
rope, completed their rum The court had im- 
prudently laid the foundation of tbefe unhappy 
divifions. The Creoles had been faKely repre- 
fented as little better than barbarians, and nearly 
of the fame charafler as Indians. They thought 
they could not depend upon their {kill, courage, 
or fidelity, and therefore determined to exclude 
them from all places of truft and profit. This 
injurious refolution irritated the Creoles. The 
Spaniards, who were mvefted with authority over 
them, were fb far from endeavouring to reconcile 
them, that they (ludicd, on the contrary, to ex- 
afperatc them by humiliating partialities This 
produced an inveterate hatred between ihefe two 
orders of men, one of which was loaded with 
VoB. III. T favours. 
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BOOL favours, and ibe other flig-oanzed with diigrace 
^vm ^ ammofity hath often broken out m Inch i 
manner as to endanger the dominion of the mo- 
ther country tn the Kew World TnisdiJcora 
was fomented by the clergy on both fiJes, «ho 
had alio been infedlcd wiili the contagion *of dieie 
diforders 

Spam be- Itis a plcafing talk to us to be able to think, 
gmstore-and to writc, that the condition of Spam is every 
day improving. No longer do the nobility affeit 
gj thole airs of independence which Ibmetimes em- 
barrafs the government Tvlen of no rank, but 
of ability, have nfcn to the diredlion of public 
affairs, which, for too long a lime, was confined 
to perfons of high birth The countries wbith 
ate more populous and better cnliivaled, yield 
fewer briars and more harveffs From the ma- 
nufailarcs of Grenada, of Malaga, of Seville, 0‘ 
Pneco, of Toledo, of Talavero, and cfpecwliy 
of Valentia, filks arc produced which are in fome 
repute, and which deferve it The manufaflurers 
of Saint Ildefonlb fumilh very beautiful mirrors, 
thofe of Guadalixara and of Efcaray fupply 
clothes and fcarlets , and thofe of Madrid, hats, 
ribbands, tapeftry, and porcelain All Catalo* 
nia is filled wuh manufaflures of arms md toy®, 
of filk flockmgs and bandkerchrefs, of printed 
cottons, of common woollen goods, and of gold 

and fiber and other lace Communications are 

beginning to be opened between the capital ard 
the provinces, and thefe magnificent roads arc 
planted with uleful or agreeable trees Canals for 
watering or navigation are digged, the plan of 
which, fuggefted by foreigners, had fo long dil 
gulled ihc pride of the miniffry and that ol the 
people Excellent manufadlurcs of pap*r , ptmt 
ing executed with much tafic; and focietics con- 
frerated to arts of elegance end uuht}t and to the 
- fanecs, 
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fcicncfrs, will fooncr or later dlfpcl prejudice andnooK 
ignorance, tlicfesMfc cAabh(hmc^ts^v^ll be lecond^ . 
cd by the young men wlrora the miniAry rend^"""’’'*^ 
for inAruiAion into tliofc countries, the g’oty and 
prorpcfity of which hah been cxtcmlcd by ihclr 
Knowledge. The erroneous ()ftcm of tributes, fo 
diinctilt to corrcil, hatli already undergone very 
inatctial reformations. The national revenue, for- 
mer]) fo limited, hath arilen, as it Is faid, to 
140,400,000 hvres*. If the terrier, which ilie 
court of Madrid is occupied in making fi nee tlic 
) car 1740, be fettled on good principles, and ific 
be carried into execution, the treafury will again 
find n's ref urces increafe, and the perfonswho 
contribute will be relieved. ^ 

At the death of die emperor Charles V, the 
public treafury was fo mucli burdened, that it 
was deliberated whether tc would not ‘be proper 
to annul fo many fatal engagements. Theft 
amounted to a thoufand million of livresf, or 
perhaps more, under the uriealy and turbulent 
reign of his Ton Philip. The intcreft of tlic Turns 
advanced to governmenr, abforbed, in 1688, all 
the produce of the taxes ; and it then became ne- 
cefTary to have rccourfc to »a entire bankruptcy. 

The events rubfequent to this great enfis were 
all of them To unfortunate, that the finances Fell 
fuddcnly into the fame ftaic of confufion from 
which a defperatc but nc^flary refolution had ex- 
tricated them In the beginning of the centurj, 
a more enlightened adminiAration cAablifhcd a 
l)Aem of order in the rcoovcncs, and a rcgula* 
my in the cxpenccs, which would have liberated 
the flare, had it nor been for the revo’urions 
which fucccedcd each other, with a degree of ra- 
pidity which it IS difficult to trace. Neverihtlefs, 

•i-4i,€£<,eSSt. 131. 4*1. 
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BOO kin 1759, the debts oF the crown amounted to no 
_Ylll. more than 1 60,000^000 of livres*, which-d^crdi* 
left in his cofers. His fuccefTor employed 
hair of this Turn in liquidating Tome debts j the reft 
of it was confumed in the War of Portugal, in ibc 
*augm>.ntation of the navy, and in a multitude of 
expenccs that were ncccffary to roufe >the 
narchy from that languid ftate in which it h^d 
been plunged during two centuries of ignorance 
and inafliviiy. ' 

The vigilance of the n^w government hath not 
confined itfclf to the fuppreflion part of the 
evils which contributed to the ruin of their pof 
felTions in Europ^ Attention hath alfo been paid 
to fome of the abiifes which impeded the prorpe- 
xity of their colonies. Their governors have been 
'chofen with more care, and better fupermtended. 
Some of the vices that hod infmuoted themiches 
into • the ttibunals have been reformed ; all 
branches of admipiftration liave been improved ; 
'and even the fate of the Indians is become left 
bnhappy. 

Means ^ ‘ These firit ftcps lowards a reformation mon 
be an inducement to the Spanifh miniftry 
empioT to hope, that a good form of government may h® 
haiienfiet cftablifticd, whcn tlic tfuc principles on v'hicb it 
fnc^o^ is founded (hall be once known, < and the pro* 
and in per means made ufc of to efied it. The clia- 
America. radlcf of the nation is*hot an invincible obfiac'® 
to this change, as it is too generally thought Jo 
be. /ndolcncc is not (b natural to the Spaniard^ 
as we imagine. If we look back to ihofc timts 
in uhich this unfavourable prejudice was firft 
“tertained, we lhall find that this want of a^l' 
Tjty did no: extend to every thing; and that i‘ 
Spain' was ina6five ct home, (he \^as not w 
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abroad, but was inceflanily ‘difturbing the rcpofsc o O K 
of her neighbours. Her idlenels proceeds in '’Hi. 
fomc'degrcc from foblifh pride. Bccaufe the 
bility were unemployed, the people imagined it 
was a mark of nobility to do nothing. .They all 
wanted to enjoy the fame prerogative ; and the 
ftarved, half-naKed Spaniard, carelcfsly fitting on 
the ground, looks with pity on his ifeighbours, 
who are well-clothed, live well, work, and laugh 
at his folly. ' The one, from a motive of pride, 
defpiles the conveniences of life; while the other, 
frorn a principle of vanity, endeavours to acquire 
them.* *The ■'climate had tTiade the Spaniard ab- 
flemious/and indigence hath rendered him more 
fi). The' monkifh fplrit, to which he hath long 
•been fubjedt, makes him confider poverty, u Inch 
ds .occafioned by his -vices, as a virtue. As he 
hath ho properly, he covets none ;* but his aver- 
*fioii for labour is greater ftill than his contempt 
ifor riches. - ’ - • • : 

/* That poor and proud people have nothing left 
of their ancient charadter, but’ an immoderate 
•fondnefs for every thing that hath the appearance 
^of grandeur. They muft be flattered with chi- 
merical ideas, and animated with the Arongeft 
‘hopes of glory. The fatisfadlion they feel in de- 
pending on none but the crown fince the abafe- 
'tnent of the grandees, makes them receive all 
that comes from ilie court with refpedt and confi- 
dence. This powerful influence might be made 
fubfervient to their bappinefs. Some means 
might be contrived to perfoade them that la- 
bour is honourable, and the nation will loon be- 
come what It was before the difeovery' of Ame- 
rica, in thofe glorious limes, when, without any 
foreign aid, Spain threatened the liberties of ail 
Europe. 


,\Vhs.v 
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Book When t!ie imagmation of this people is once 
. properly directed, and they are brought to be 
'^~'''*^qni'\mcd of ihcir haughty fpirit of mdolencc, 
other cwls muff be attended to Theroofldc* 
flruclive to the bulk of the nation is the want or 
population. "Well governed colonies will natu* 
rally increafe the population of the mother-coun- 
try, which on her pan promotes the' increase or 
their's, by fuppljmg them with 'advantageous 
marts for the produce of their induftry. It is on 

this plan, alike interefling to humanity and founci 

policy, that the more enlightened nations of th* 
Old Hemifphere have formed their fettlemenis 'tj 
the New one This wife ard noble dcfigit hsp 
been univerfally crowned with fuccefs Spain 
alone, which had formed her fiffem in a darker 
age,'^h3th feen her population decreale at iiome, m 
proportion as her pofleflions increafcd abroad. 

Whek the difproponion between the extent of 
p territory and ti*s inhabitants is not extreme, th# 
balance may be gradually reflorcd by aflnO’* 
Qjcononiy, great encouragements given to main* 
mony, and a long peace, Spain, which, accord* 
ing to the cxnfl account taken in 1768, hath rio 
more than nine millions three hundred and fettn 
thoufand, eight liundred and four inhabinnts d 
cvciy age and fex*, and which doth not reckon, >o 
her colonies, the tenth part of the mdi'idu^'s 
that would be neccflary to cuhivate them, csy 
mot remedy this cmI either at home'^or ."bread, 
without new and extraordinary efibrts To m* 
creafe the laborious claffcs of men, tl cre mwf^ be 
a redufbon of the clergy, who cnenaie and de* 
Abe Aw TK^s• AliiVuV\T*^iVtrritTi*iVi'ri'j 
muft be aboliflied, and ihefe fnldicrs mnfl be cm* 
ployed in the arts, fi.ee the co",nf^hon "iih 
France, and the vseakrefs of Portugnl, no longer 
render them neceflary. The government mnn 
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apply ufclf to aIle\^ate ihe burdens of the p-opIeB o O K 
as foon as n's pofTeflions m both hcmifpheres are . . 

extricated from that confufion and diforder into 
which th^ bad been thrown, for ihefe two centu- 
ries paft, through the effedls of indolence, igno 
ranee, and tyranny But it rs firft abfblutely ne- 
cefPiry that the infamous tribunal of the inqmfiti- 
on fhould be abolilhed 

Superstition, whatever iray be the reaibn of 
1% prevails among all nations, whether rude or ci- 
\ihzed It proceeds undoubtedly from the fear of 
evil, and from the ignorance of it’scaufes, or of 
jt’s remed} At lead this alone is lufhcient to im- 
print It m the minds of all men The calamities 
of nature, plagues, (icknefs, unforefeen accidents, 
dcftrudlue phenomena, all the latent caufts of 
pain and death, are io univerfa) on eanb, that 
It would be %ery furprifing if man had not been 
deeply affcfled with them m <\cry country, and 
m every age ^ 

But this natural fear mud always have in* 
creafed, or have been magnified m proportion to 
Ignorance and fcnfibilu} It mud have given rife 
to the worlhip of the elements that are mod de- 
druflivc to the earth, fuch as manifed thcmlelves 
tn inundations, condagrations, and plagues, and to 
the worHiip of animals, whether venomous or vo- 
racious, but always noxious Hence too mud 
haveanfen the vvorlhipof men who have done the 
greated injuries to mankind, of conquerors, of 
toriumte impodors, of the workers of prodigies, 
apparently good or bad , and the worlhip of mvi- 
fible and imaginary beings, fiippofcd to he con* 
cealed m every mftriimcnt of dedruftion Re* 
fledtion and the dudy of nature, mud have infcn- 
fibly leifcncd the number of thefc invifible agents, 
and the human mind mud have nlcn from idola 
tr} to thetfoi , but this lad fimple snd fublime 

idea 
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BOO Kidca VmH always ha\c remained impcrfcfl and con» 
. . fulcd in the minds of the vulgar, and mixed wuli 

a multitude of errors and fancies 

Reyflattov had confirmed and pcrfcdlcd the 
idea the doflnnc of the tin ty of God , and, 
perhaps, a more pore religion would then ha'C 
been eftablifhcd, bad not the northern barbarians, 
who poured m upon the fct^cral provinces of the 
Roman empire, brought along with them theif 
own facred prejudices, which could not b* dif 
pcUed but by other fables Unfortunately, Chrifti 
nnity was preached to men incapable of under 
(landing It thoroughly Thej would not embrace 
it, unlefsuwereattcnded with that external pomp 
and fhew in which ignorance delights It tcrcft''d 
motnes burdened it, and d-ba(ed it more and 
more with other obftrvances, and ccnflontly m 
vented new do€lnne$ and miracles, which s/ete 
the more revered they were tlie lels credible 
The nations engaged during twelve centuries m 
dividing and conteftmg about the fevcral provinces 
bf an utiivcr(al monarchy wh ch one nation had 
formed m left than two hundred years, admitted, 
Without examination, all ilie errors vvhiJi the 
pricfis, after much controverfy, had agreed to 
teach the multitude But the clergy, too numet 
ous to maintain any unanimity of opinion, had fo 
mented the feeds of divifion, winch muft fooner 
or later be communicated to the people The hme 
came, when the fame fpintofambuion and avarice 
that adluated the V'hole church, exerted itfelfwith 
great animofity agamft many fuperftitiohs tlist 
wereuniverlally adopted 

As ir was from cuftom that the people bad re* 
ceivcd all ihofe puenfe notions which they had 
fuffered themftives to be del ided into, and that 
they were not attached ro them From national 
principles or party (pint, tliofe who were moft 

, interefted 
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interefted m fuppofting them, were unable toB'o'o''it- 
defend them, when -they tvere attacked* with . 

Headinefs that 'was calculated to fix the'aitcntton 
of the public. ~ 'But Ttothing fo much promoted 
the reformation of 'Luther and Calvin, as the li- 
berty they granted to every one to examine and 
determine finally upon the religious principles he 
bad been taught. Though the multitude were in- 
capable of (laderiaking this difcufllon, yet ever)' 
man plumed himfelf upon having the privilege 
to determine on a fubjedt in whicli his mofl: va- 
luable and molt important interefts were con- 
cerned, The commotion was fo univerfal, that 
the new opinions, would in all probability 'have 
triumphed totally over the old, md not the magi- 
fitacy thought it their intcreft to ftem the torrent. 

Implicit obedience was as neccllary for the fupport 
of the fupreme power, as for that of religion, and 
' was the fureft foundation of n*s amhomy ;* that 
power began therefore to be alarmed, left thole 
who had overturned the old and 'firm founds- 
tions of the Roman hierarchy, might next pro* 
teed to examine into u’sown prerogatives. The 
republican fpirit which naturally ' fpread itfelf 
emong'lhe reformed, contributed to increafe this 
diftruLl. ’ I ' ' > '' 5 I • 

• The kings of Spain, morc'jcalous of their 
power than other fovercigns, endeaioored to ffup- 
port it, by eftabhfhing a more uniform fyftem rsf 
fuperftition. They were 'not fcnfible tint the 
xipmTons of men, concerning an unknown Being, 
xannot be all the fame. In vain did reafon cx- 
poftulatc with thofc weak monarchs, alleging 
that no power had a right to preJenhe to men 
what they were to think; that fbciety, in ordeT 
to fupport itfelf, IS undcr-no nccelTit)’ of reflraln- 
ing the freedom of the foul; 'that to compel 
men to fubferibe' to certain articles of faiib, is to 

exa(!l 
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H o O Kfxnft a rslfe oath, v.hich makes a man a tralfof’ 
to htsconfcicncc, m order iliat he may be o faun- 

fubjeft ; nnd that a citizen who ferves 
country, i*. in apolitical light, preferable to him 
who is orthodox to no purpofc. Thcfc perma- 
nent and inconteHiblc principles were 
tended to They were overruled by the profpeitt 
of j 5 rcat advantage, and Aill more by the furious 
clarnours of a muliitudcof fanaiica! pnefts, who 
Irtftened to affumc the fupremc nuihonty. , The 
prince, thus reduced to become ilicir Have, ""as 
forced to abandon Ins fiibjedls to ilicir caprices; 

tofuRcrthem to beopprefled, and to become an 

idle fpedbior of the ciuclties cxcrcifcd agamn 
them. From that time, fiiprrftiiioiis manners, ba' 
rcfictal only to the pnefihood, became prejudicial 
to fociciy. A people ihns corrupt and degenerate, 
were the mod cruel of any. Their obedience to ^ 
the monarch was fubordinaie to the will of me 
priefV, who opprefled every other power, nnd «at 
in fad^ the (overcign of the Hate. , 

Inactiok was the neceflary confequence of > 

fiipcrAitian that enervated oil the faculties of th* 
foul. The pr<ye€k which the Romans forme 
from their cnrliert origin, of becoming makers o 
ihcw-orld, fheweditfcif even in their religion. » 
wasVidfory, Bcllona, Fortune, the genius °f 
Roman people, Rome herfelf, that were thci/ 

gods A nation that endeavoured to imitate the"’ 
■example, and thought ^of becoming conquerors, 
adopted a monkiflt government, which haib dc- 
flroyed every profpeCt of fucccf3,kand will eiTec- 
tually prevent their rcfloration either in Spamc*'' 
America, unlefs ilm kind of government be to- 
tally fubverted, and every idea of the horror it ex- 
cites obliterated with it., The fupprefiion of the 
jiiquifiiion mvift certainly batten this great change, 
and itjsa pleafiogcxpedlation to think, that if the 
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‘ court of Madrid will not determine upon tliis ne-D O o K 
cefTary ftep, they will one day be compelled to it . 
by a humane conqueror, _who will infert it as the " 
firft article in a treaty of ^ace, tliat the Autos’^da- ^ 
fe jball he aboltjhed in aU the Spanijh domimons both 
in Europe and America. ’ . 

This ftep^ however nccefiary it may be to- 
wards the rclloration of the monarchy, .is not 
'alone fiifficient. - Though Spain hath, employed 
more art to conceal her weaknef^ than was nccei- 
’fary to enable her to acquire ilrengtb, the world 
is not unacquainted with the dilorders fhe la- 
.bours under. • They have taken, To deep a root, 
and are of fo inveterate a nature, that they can- 
not be remedied \\ithout foreign aids If fhe will 
but fubmit to accept them, Ihe will foon fee her 
provinces in both hemifphercs 611 ed with new 
inhabitants, who will bring wiili them number- 
lefs branches of incluftry. The northern and 
fouthern nations, ailuated by that pailioh for 
riches which is the charafleriftic of the prefent 
age, will refort in multitudes to the regions that 
are thrown open to exene their emulation The 
’ riches of the public will incrcafe in proportion to 
thofe of individuals; and thofc which have been 
acquired by foreigners wdll become a national 
wealth, if they be .permitted to enjoy them with 
. that fccurily, faiisfaftion, and diftmtlion, which 
may induce them to forget their native country. 

Spain would foon fee her population incrcafe 
to the degree fhe would wifh, if /he not only ad- 
miiicd perfor-s of her own perfuafion, but even 
encouraged, indifcriminately, all fe£ts to fettle 
among them This might be done without injury 
to the principles of religion, and without deviating 
" from the maxims of true policy. Well regulated 
‘governments are not diHurbed by the diverfity of 
opinions that prevail In them; neither doth Ci-nf- 

lianiiy. 
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BO^o'Ktianity, ngluly umJerftoocl, profcnbe a liberty of 
coafcicncc. ' The triiHi of thcfc maxims hath been 
dearly dcmonftraicd, Mliat they cannot fail of 
being foori ado'ptcd as a rule to all mtions that arc 
m any degree enlightened. . _ , 

Whhn tlie Spaniards have once procured ah”' 
fideni number of men, they will then think of 
employing them in the moft advantageous man- 
ner. Tlie anxiety they felt to lee the ircafuresof 
Ame'rica pafs into the hands of their rivals and 
enemies, made iliem imagine that the revival of 
their manufadures was the only method that could 
enable them to retain part of thole treafures at 
home. Such of their writers upon finance as 
have infiftcd upon this lyllcm, appear to us ,to be 
in an error. As long as the people, who are m 
poflelTion of thofe mstnofadurcs which ferve to 
Tupply the demands of America, will attend to 
the prefervation of them, thofe which may be at- 
tempted to beedabhfhed in other parts, will fcarcc 
be able to vie with them. Tfiefe m'anufadurcfs 
may poflibly procure the materials and workman* 
'Ibipatas reafonable a rate: but Tome centuries 
'nufl; pafs before they can be able to attain to tbs 
'fame degree of expedition and perfcdtioH in tnc 
hyork. Nothing could effeft this great change, 
‘but foch a revolution as would convey the beft m* 
‘reign workmen, and the moft fkilful artifts to 
Spam Till tills period .(hall arrive, which does 
'not feem very^ncar, any attempts that aretnads 
will not^be lucccfeful. ' * 

• We mty proceed flill further, and venture to 
affirm, that though it (hould be in the power or 
Spain to procure a fupenority in the manufaftuijs 
refpe£img articles of luxury, fhe ought nor to do 

jt. A tranficni fuccefs would ' be produftive Ot 

total ruin, lief us' fuppofe that Spam can fumini 
all the com'moditics that are wanted m her po- 
. ’ lonies. 
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lonicsj the- immense 'trcafures this trade wHIbook . 
bring in, will nil center in home circulation, and 
the conreqnence will be, that the coin uill 
in value. .This plenty of fpcciejA-iU certainly oc- ^ 
cafion a dearnefs of provifions, and enhance the 
price of labour. There' will be no proportion be- 
tween the price Spam muft require for her nianu- 
fa£\urcs, and that which the neighbouring nations 
will fell their’s for. Thefc, being able to afford 
their commodities cheaper, will oblige the Spani- 
ards to take them, becaulc an exorbitant profit 
will furmount every obftaclc. The Spanifh arti- 
ficers, deftuule of employment* will be reduced 
to the neccflity of fceking for it in oilier places* 
and Spain will lofe both her mduftry and her po- 
pulation. . , V , .. 

Since then U Is impoHible that the Spaniards 
fhould keep the whole produce of the American 
mines in their o\\ n hands, and fince they muff un- 
avoidably (hare it with the ireft of Europe, they 
.fhould exert all their policy to preferve the greateft 
part of it, to make the balance incline in their 
favour; and in order to render their advantages 
permanent, they mud be (aiisficd nith fuch as arc 
moderate. They will fecurc .to themfelves jhis 
kind of fupcrioriiy by the pra^lice of ilie netef- 
faryarts, and the plenty and goodnefs of .their na- 
tural produftions.. ’ 

The Spanilh miniftry have been fenfiblc of this 
truth, but have been deceived m the opinion they 
entertained, that the manufaClures were the. chief 
promoters of agriculture. It. is certain, however. 

.that they contribute to promote the. culture of 
v,t. •}!<%. 

cxpence of tranfport puts a ftop to the circulation 
and confumption of the pioduce, lo that the ciil- 
tuator IS at a lofi how to difpofe of his coinmo- 
diucs. But in all other esfes, the. farmer can 
- (iicoecd 
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book fuccced withoiu ihc afllfi.incc of manufadtiircs If 
VIll. lie can but ciifpofc of his produce, he is under no 
'"‘"''''“^concern, whether u be for local confumption, of 
for trade and exportation, and will go on with his 
tillage. • ' 

Spai‘ 1 annually (ells for exportation, in woo), 
filk, nil, wine, iron, and Kail, to the amount of 
abo\c eighty millions of hVres Thefe cxpoff'i 
mofi of wluch cannot be replaced from any foil 
in'Europe, will admit of immenfe augmentation. 
They will be fufiictent, independent of what the 
Spaniards receive from the Indies, to pay for all 
the foreign goods that can be confiimed in the 
nation We grant, that by thus fending their un* 
wrought produce to other countries, they will 
create iheir population, wealth, and power; but 
they will promote a more certain and more bene* 
ficj.ll kind of induftf)' at home. Their political 
influence will loon claim a relative fiipcrioricy, 
end the nation employed in agriculture *w 111 foon 
become greater ilian-that which confines iifclf 
manufailures. - < ' ; • ' 

Amckica will greatly increafe thefe advantages; 
and Will be beneficial to Spain, both by her gold 
and filler, and by her commodities. 

We have none but vague notions concern- 
ing the quantity of metals and of provifions 
which the Old World received from the 
in the early periods after the Conqucfl. Orjf 
knowledge of tbofe points increafts, in proporti- 
on as we draw nearer to modern times. At pre- 
fent, Spain receives annually, from the continent 
of America, 89,095,052 livres -f* m gold or in 
filver, and hvrcsjr, in prixloftions*. 

which makes, m the wfioie, 125,748,9^4 fivres *• 
Taking this calculation for a rule, it will be found 

* Pi + 3.7n.S9lt Sd. 

I *« . § 5.156, S06I tEs.^tl. 

I - that 
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Miat ilic moiher-coimtr)’ hath received from u*s D o o ic 
colonics, in thefpaccof tv^oluindred and ci{>hty» . 
feven years, 35,515)949.768 livres*. 

It muft be acknowledged, thti a lefs quantity 
of prodiidlions was received formerly than is at 
preicni ; but, on the other liand, the mines were 
more plentiful. If we cltoofc to reckon ilic me- 
tals only, Spain will have received no more thm 
25.570,279,924 livresf; and we fliail then (Irlke 
out of the calculation, the 0,045 660,874 livres t 
of produdlions. 

There would be a poffibUity of increafing this 
mats of metals and productions For the fi.ft 
of ihcfe obje6\s, it uould be fufiicient tlut the 
government fhould fend over 10 America Tome 
perfons fkilled in metallurgy, and make the con- 
ditions ealier on winch they allow the working of,* 
the mines. But this would be only a tranhent 
adtantage, fince it is undeniable that gold and 
filver arc not to be confidcred as riches, but only 
as the reprefentations of them, Thefe figns are 
indeed very durable, as they ought 10 be to an- 
fwer their deftination. ^ But the more they are 
multiplied, the more they lofe of their value, bc- 
caufe they ferve to rcprclent fewer things. Jn 
proportion as they arc become more common 
fmee the difeovery of America, every thing is 
increafed in value twice, thrice, and four times 
beyond what it was before. The produce of tlie 
• mines hath conftantly dccreafed, and the expence 
of working them^ hath been continually greater. 

’ The balance, which inclines more and more to 
the lofing fide, may fo far deftroy the equipoife, 

’ thu it may be found ncccflaiy to drop this fourcc 
“of v/cahh. But at all events, it will be advifeable 
to render thefe operations more fimple, and to 


* >.479.8}i,t4il. IS 6i. 
^ 414,402,91 iI.Ss. 4d. 
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B p O Ktry e^ery poffible method to make this labou 
/ _f dcftrmSlive to the human race than it hath 
liuherto Th“rc is another loiirce of prolp' 
for SpaiUv which will be lo fat from decrca 
that u will daily gather new fticngth , and tb 
agriculture 

Such is the important end which the com 
Madrid muft endeavour to compafs If by p 
jng the menls in that mfenor nnk which belt 
to them, the) relblvc to hy the foundation of 
public feficiiy on the produftions that may be 
rived from n fertife and immenfc territory, 
New Hemilphere will emerge from that flare 
annihilation m which u was found, and in wf 
K Inch been /efr The fun, which bath hitbc 
/hone only on uncultivated deferfs, will prod, 
univcffal fertility 

To the number of prodiidlions which it’s ra 
eflifted with the labour and ikilJ of man, fl 
bring forth there, we ITia)) add rbofe which at p 
lent enrich the iflands of the New World, t 
confumption of which is daily mcreafing, s 
which, after having been for a long time Cecils 
luxury, begin now to be confidered as articles 
indifpenrable ncccflity 

The aromatics, and Ipiccsof Afla, which car 
from ten to twelve millions of livrcs • annually d 
of the monarchy, might be made to thrive there 
and there is particular realbn to expert this 
regard to ihc cinnamon Jr grows naturally ' 
fome of the vallies of the Cordelcinas, and b 
cultivation, perhaps, fome of the qualities it wan' 
might be imparted to it , 

Several of the provinces of Mexico formed, 
produced excellent fiiks, vihich were manufaiflur 
^ed wi h ' jccc6 in Spain This /burcc of weald 

* Px7ax4tCes£I ijs 4 d ts jswecei 

** 1 had 
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hath been loft, by the numberlefs obftruflions-itB O 0 
hath met with j but it might cafily be revived and . 
extended. ^ ^ '““v- 

The Vicuna wool is in great repute among 
all nations. The quantity they are fupplied with, 
is nothing in comparifon of the demands for ‘it. 

The moft certain method of increafmg this pre- 
cious wool would probably be, to let the animal 
that fuppiies it live, after. having taken it away 
from him. 

' It would be impoflible to enumerate the pro- 
duftion*:, which regions fo immenfe, climates fo 
.various, and foils of fo different a nature, might 
fupply. Among fucb a variety of cultivations, 
fome, perhaps, might be found that would fiilt 
the Indians, others might probably induce fome 
of the wandering nations to fix. Thcfe aflbeia- 
tions, difiributed with flciil, might alfo ferve to 
eftabiifh communications between colonies that 
are now feparated from each other, by immenfe 
and uninhabited fpaces. The laws, whicli al- 
v/ays lofc their force among men too far difiant 
from each ofher, and from the magiftratc, would 
then* be obferved. Commerce, which is per- 
petually interrupted by the impolTibility of con- 
veying the raerchandifc to their deflination, 
would then become more animated. In cafe of 
war, the people would be warned of any ap- 
proaching danger, and would give each otlier 
fpeedy and cftcdlual fucoaurs. It muft be ac- 
kno'Alcdgcd that this new fyflcra could not be 
cftabhfhed without difficulty. Thefc falutary 
ivews ii'ould be th^yart€<i 'by indoiencCf by tl}c 
climate, and by prejudices; but knowledge, pru- 
dently difinbuted, encouragements well mar 
naged, and marks of oinfidcration properly be- 
ftowed, would overcome, in procefs of time, all 
obfiadcs The progrefs of cultivation would be 
' Vou III* U much 
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BOOK much accelerated, by (upprcfHng the pradlice now 
become general, of thofi: majorafeos, or perpetual 
IvKCcflions, whtch occafton fuch a number of 
idle perfons m the country, and which are pro. 
du< 5 tive of ftili greater niifchicf in the colonics 
1 he firft conquerors, and thofc who purfued their 
tncafuTcs, ufurped immcnfc diftnfts, or obtained 
the gift of them They converted them into an 
indivifible inheritance for tiieir children , and the 
younger ones were thus, m Tome meafure, de- 
Nolcd to celibacy, to the cloifter, or to the 
pricfthood Tlicfe enormous pofleflions hive 
remained uncultivated, and will llill continue lb, 
till Tome fteady and prudent man ftiall take upon 
himio permit, or to order, the divifion of them 
Then the number of proprietors, which is at 
prefent fo much confined, notwithftanding the 
great extent of the territories, will be increal^ 
cd, and productions will be multiplied with pro- 
pe^ - 

Thc labours would advance more rapidly, if 
foreigners were p-rmitied to taj.e a part m them. 
Thc Spanilh Indies were trdifcnmmately Chut 
igiinft them all, even at thc period of the dif* 
coiery The laws forrmlly prefcribcd, that the 
perfons who hid penerraicd into them, m any 
manner wliatcvcr, fhould be fent back into 
Europe Philip II urged by his wants, autho- 
rized, in 1506, his delegates to naturalize the 
few that had dipped m there, upon condition 
that they fhould pay the flipulated price for tins 
adoption This kind of market has been fre- 


qilenily renewed, but rather in favour of artifls 
of neceflary utility to thc country, than forraer- 
chmts, Who, it was fuppofed, would one day 
retire vtith the wealth they had accumulated 
Tlie number, however, bolli of the one and the 
o her, hath always '"Ij«n extremely confined, 
I becaufe 
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becaufe it is prohibited to embark any m tlicBOOK 
mother country , and that the colonies them- . 
fclvcs, whcilier from motives of midruft 
jealouf), rcjedl them The advancement of 
Knowledge, gives \is rcafbn to think that tins un- 
fociable Ipint will have an end The govern- 
ment will at length imderftand what they hav'c to 
cxpcdl from a healthy and v igorous man, betvv cen 
five and twenty and thirty years ofnge, what 
mifchicf he doih to tlic country whtcli he quits, 
and how acceptable he is to the foreign nations, 

• among whom he transfers his ftrength, and his 
induftry They will comprehend, how flrangely 
ftupid It IS to make the right of hofpitahiy be 
purchafed by the man, who ^ouM come to mul- 
tiply by his ufeful labour*, cither the produtfii- 
onsof the foil, or the works of the manufafturcs 
They will difcern the deep policy of thofe people, 
who fiiould make z point of inviting the inha- 
bitants of neighbouring regions, to fettle m their 
towns, or in their country places, or to traverfc 
their provinces They will find, out what fort of 
tnbute (hould be impofcd upon nations, who 
might fupply them with workmen, with culti- 
vators, and with confumers, how much the 
fpuit of mtolcration which banilhes is fatal , 
what funds of wealth a nation derives from to- 
leration, and how indifferent a circumftancc it is, 
to the value of commodities, whether they be 
produced from tiie labours of orthodox perfons or 
of heretics of Spaniards or of Hollanders But 
the greaieft encouragements lint could be given 
to the cultivation of the lands, and all the favours 
which It would be poQible ro add to them, v ould 
be of no effeft, without the certainty of an cafy 
and advantageous mart for the produftions M 
de la Enfcnada firfl difcovcrcd that the exporta- 
tion of them would be impracticable, as Jong as 
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O Kthe commerce of the New World rtiould be con- 
IL dufted in the manner it had been.* Accordingly, 
'“^notwithftanding the oppofitlon he met with j and 
notWithdandmg the prejudices he liad to combat, 
lie fubflituicd, in j 740, dctadicd vcflcls to the 
•parade fo anciently eftablifhed, and fo highly re- 
vered, of galleons and fleets. He was meditating 
other changes ftill more advantageous, when an iin- 
expeded dirgrace flopped him m the midftof his 
brilliant career. 

One half of the good which tliis bold and able 
miniftcr had done, was annulled in 1756, by the 
re eftabllflimcnt of the fleets : but this mifehief 
was partly repaired eight years after, by the fet- 
ting on foot of the packet-boats, which, from Co- 
runna, were to carry, every month, to the Ha- 
vannah, the letters deftined for the northern colo- 
nies j and every two months, to Buenos-Ayres, 
thofe that were deftined for the fbuthern colonies, 
Thefe vefiels, which were of no inconfiderable 
flze, were allowed to load at ibclr departure with 
European merchandife, and at their return, v\ith 
'American commodities. 

The exportation of metals was forbidden under 
Capital penalties. This abfurd prohibition was 
made a jeft of, becaufc it was nccefiary that fo- 
. reign commerce Ihould receive the value of the 
merchandife it had furniflied. Ancient govern- 
ments, which had for the laws thc'refpedt they 
deferve, would not have failed to abrogate one, 
the obfervance of which had been fhewn to be 
chimerical. In our modem times, when em- 
pires arc rather conduflcd by the caprices of the 
governors, than regulated upon reafonable prin- 
ciples,' Spain went no further, in 1748, than to 
permit the exportation of gold and filvcr, upon 
condition that a duty of three per cent, flrould be 
paid to the treafurj’. Twenty years after, this 
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tax was incrcafcd to four cent, although thsB o o K 
government was warned by perpetual frauds, that 
Jt was their intereft to lower It. . v— 

The year 1774. was the period of another for- 
tunate innovation. Till that time, every kind 
of inicrcourfc between the feveral parts of the 
American continent had been rigidly prohibited. 

Mexico, Guatimala, Peru, and the Nesv King- 
dom, were all compelled to be ftrangers to each 
other. The adlion and re-adllon which, would 
have made them all partake of the advantages 
iiaiurc had diflributed among them, were con- 
fidered as crimes, and fevercly punilhcd. But 
wliat rcafon can be afligned, why this profeription 
fhould not have been extended from one town to 
another, or from one dwelling to a neighbouring 
one in the lame di(lri£l, from one family to ano- 
ther in the fame dlftrift? Hath nature traced 
upon the foil, which men inhabit, any line of 
limitation p How doth it happen, that under the 
fame dominion, a place (ituated at an equal dif- 
tance from two other places, fhould be allowed a 
free excrcifc of a privilege towards the .Eafl, 
whicli is refufed to it towards the Wefl? Doth 
not fuch an ediil, properly interpreted, fignify, 
let us forbid every country to cultivate more than 
is ncceHary for it’s own confumplion, and every 
inhabitant from being in want of any thing befide 
the produfllons of his own foil ? A free commu- 
nication w as at length opened between ihcfc pro- 
%inccs : and the inhabitants were allowed to think 
themfclvcs fellow-citizens, and to treat each other 
as brethren. 

0 *rE law, of the month of February 1778, per- 
mits all ilie ports of Spain lodifpicli fhips to Bue- 
nos«Ayrcs, and to the South Sea. In the month 
of Oilober of the fimc \ ear, this liberty hath beep 
granted for the rcA ct the continent, except for 
Mexico j 
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BOO kMcxico; which will undoubtedly foon enjoy the 
viir. fame advantage. Thiswillbe a confiderableftep; 
'“''‘'■"^but it will not be fnfficient, as it is fiippofed, to 
put n Itop to the fmuggling trade, which occafi- 
ons fo many clamours. 

All the people whole poflefilons Iiave been 
near the Spanifh fcttlements, have endeavoured 
to appropriate to thcmfclvcs, clandeflincly, their 
treafures and their commodities. The Portu- 
guefe have turned their views towards the river 
Plata ; the French, the Danes, and tlie Dutch, 
towards the coall of Caraccas,’ Carthagena, and 
Porto-Bcllo. . The Englilh, who knew, and fre- 
quemed thefe roads, ha\e found that the ceflions 
made to them by thelaft treaty, ha\c opened to 
them other ways of obtaining a more confider- 
ablc lhare of ihefc rich fgoils. All thefe nations 
havo fucceeded in their attempts, by deceiving or 
bribing the guarda coftas ; and fometimes by fight- 
ingthem. ' ' 

The governors, far from remedying tiiefe 
diforders, encouraged them as much as polhble. 
Several of them had purchafed their polls j moll 
of them were in hade to get fortunes, and wifhed 
to be paid for the dangers they had Incurred by 
the change of climate. Tlierc w.ts not a moment 
lobe loft, becaulc it was fcldom tlicy w ere con- 
tinued in their places more than from three to 
five years. Among the leaft dangerous modes 
they had of acquiring riches, was that of encou- 
raging the contraband trade, or of carrying it on 
ihcmlelvcs. No perfon in America exclaimed 
againft a conduft which was favourable to all. 

Ir the complaints of (bnic European merclwnts 
Ttached the cow«, they v?tte eafily fdtwced by 
proper gratuiiies to confclTors, miftrellcf, or fa- 
vourites. The delinquent rot only fhcltercd 
• himfelf from punilhment, but was alio rewarded. 

Nothing 
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Nothing was . fo -well cftablifiicdor fo generally^ 
known as this praQice. A Spaniard jufl returned t 
from America, where he had filled an important 
poll, was complaining to a friend of the injurious 
reports that were fpread concerning the diicharge 
of his truft. If yau are Jlanderedy faysliis friend, 
pti are undcne ; Itu if year extormm are n^t e.v- 
aggeratedy you have nothing to do but to give up pai t 
oj your plunder^ and yonovtll enjoy ite retaaindfr 
peaceahiyy and even with credit. 

The fraudulent trade will continue till it hath 
been made impofiible to bear the e.'tpencesof it, 
or to brave the dangers to which tt'cspofcs; and 
this can never be done but by lowering the duties, 
with which the Spanilh ports have been fucceflivcJy 
overburdened. Even fincc the facrificcs madeby 
government in the regulations of 1778, the con* 
traband trader hath an advantage of fixty*fourprr 
cent, over the fair dealer. 

The revolution which a iudicious fyfiera of 
policy may bring about, wju occalion a defici- 
ency, and a very confiderable one, in the public 
treafury : but the diftrefs that would refult from 
if, would be no more than momentary'. Immenfe 
riches will one day be produced from this long ex- 
pcdlcd arrangement of things. 

According to the new lyftem, Spain, which 
hitherto hath fiirnifhed annually no more than one 
thoufand (even hundred and forty-one tuns of whie 
and brandy, by which the cultivators had not got 
one million of Hvres % will now fend ten or twdve 
times as much. This exportation would fertilize 
an uncuUivated territory, andwottld dit^ft Mex- 
ico, as Well as Tome other provinces ofthe New 
World, of the bad liquors they are ufed to con- 
fume, on account of the dcamefs of ihofe that 
havecrolTed the fcas. 

,• • *5* 4'i. 

Thc 



ags HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

'BOOK The manufaftures, which the impoflibility of 
Viir. paying for thofe which came from the Old Hemi- 
iphere have caufed to be cflablifhcd, would not 
fupport themfelves. It would have been the highefl: 
aft of tyranny to put them down by authority, as 
" fome inconfideratc, corrupt, and defpotic rainif- 
ters have not /crupled to propofc; but nothing 
would be more realbnable than to bring them into 
difrepute with the perlbns who now ufe them for 
clothing, by offering them, at a price fuitable to 
tlieir circumftanccs, linens and fluffs, that would 
be more agreeable to their taffe, onto their vani- 
ty. Then the confumption of European mer- 
chandife, which doth not exceed annually, 
fix thoufand fix hundred and twelve tuns, would 
be doubly incrcalcd, and in procefs of time, much 
more. > 

The hands which are employed in manufac- 
ture, would be transferred to agriculture, which 
is at prefent much confined. The ports, how- 
ever, of all nations, arc open to their commodi- 
ties. Several' of them might perhaps objeft, 
that Spain fhould make the moft of her iflands, 
bccaufc fuch an improvement would neccflarily 
occafion an evident injury to her colonies j but 
they are all defirous that fhc fhould bring more of 
the produftionsof her continent to market, bccaufe 
moft of them are neceflary, and cannot be replac- 
ed by others. 

This new arrangement of things would be 
equally favourable to the mines. Thofe which 
have been ncglcftcd from their not being able to 
pay for the merc^, and other articles, would 
be opened again. Thofe, the working of wlilch 
hath not been interrupted, would be followed up 
with more aftivliy, and with greater means. The 
plenty of metals would open frefh markets to 
induflry. 
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mduftry, which even the ableH; men do not BOOK 
think of. - 

The Americans, become"' more rich and more 
happy, would 'have’ more con'Bdence in govern- 
ment. They would rcaddy confeht to pay taxes,’ 
the nature and levying of which can only be pro- 
perly regulated on the fpot, and from ’ a mature 
coniideration of the character and cuftoms of the 
people. Thefe tributes, however trifling they may 
be fuppofed to be, uvould do more than fill up the 
deficiency occafioncd in the public coffers,' by ilie 
lefleningof tl^dunes. 

The crown, enjoying* a'’more confiderable re-’ 
venue, would no longer abandon their provinces 
to the rapacloufncfs of their agents. The)* Avould 
lefTcn the number of them, pay thofe they retain- 
ed in a proper manner, and compel them to re- 
fpeft tlie rights of the people, and the mterefls of 
government. To tliink it impotfiblc that this fpirlt ' 
of jullice fhould be eflablilhcd, would argue an ig- 
norance of the rcfources of a welbmanaged audio* 
rity. Camptllo fuccccded in it, during his auflerc 
mmiflry, although the governors of America at 
that time had contraiHcd the habit of plunder, and 
that their appointments were not ftifficient to main- 
tain the dignity 'whicli their rank feemed to re- 
quire. 

It mufl be acknowledged, that the freedom of 
trade between ail Spain and America, hath been 
reckoned a chimera. The harbours of this penin- 
fula are, as it has been' (aid, fb poor, that what-” 
ever Aeps may be taken, tliat of Cadiz will remain 
Vn Vnefo'te pofeWion ot this monopoly. T’n'is would 
undoubtedly happen, if the ancient lyflcm Ihould 
only be departed from in this point: but, if the 
new plan be directed by the principles already efta- 
bliflied, and already praflifcd among commercial 
nations) it will be found that there are in mofl of 

the 
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■B o O K the ports of this kingdom funds fiifficient for tbife 
VIII. undertakings. Thele armaments will even foon 
multiphed, becaufe the moderate rate of the 
freight, and of the duties, will allow them to fend 
common merchandife, and to receive in return, 
. commodities of fmall value, f Jn procefsof time, 
the navigation of the mother-country, with it’s co- 
• Ionics on the continent, which at prefent employs 
no more than from thirty, to thirty-two Ihips eve- 
ry year, would receive fo great an increafe, that 
.the boldefl; fpcculators could not venture to fix the 
limits of it. ' © * 

It hath been fuppolcd, with rjjore foundation, 
that as foon as the ports of America Ihould be open 
'to all the ports of the monarchy, and that no kind 
of oppreflion would cxifl: in the cuftoms, trade, 
when. freed from thefe Ibackles, would occafion 
unlimited emulation. The avidity and imprudence 
of the merchants, -give rcafon to fijfpe^t this con- 
fufionj which might perhaps turn out to advan- 
tage. . The colonifis, encouraged by the cheap- 
nefs, to the acqulfition of enjoyments v\hlch they 
had been never able to_procure,,\s'ill have oiher 
wants, and confequently would devote themfelv'es 
to other labours. If c%en the cxccfs of the compe- 
tition would be an evil, it could never be any thing 
more than a temporary one. To endeavour to pre- 
vent this commotion, by hws deftrudlive of every 
good, . is to attempt the prevention of a fortunate 
revolution, by a continual fyftem of opprelTion. 

“ But the objcdlion which had been mofl thought 
of in the court of Madrid, hath been, itfeems, that 
all the European nations would find their trade jn- 
creafe by thefe arrangements. This is certainly 
true. ..But would not SpaniH) induftry becoually 
encouraged, fince, when freed from ilie"^ duly wlncli 
foreign merchandife would continue to pay,. on 
'entering the kingdom, it would preferve all it’s ad- 
' vantages? 
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vantages ? Would not the government ftill collcft book 
the duties they might have thought proper to . 

leave upon ihcfc produftions? Would not their 
navigators ftill gain their freight ? Would not their 
merchants he the agents of this commerce ? W^uld 
not their fubjedts of the New World obtain at a 
cheaper rate every thing that is conveyed to them ? 

It is, perhaps, a fortunate circumftance for this 
power, to be obliged to fliare with other people the 
iupplying of it’s American pofleflions. If it were 
otlicrwife, the maritime powers v.ould exert their 
utmoft cfibrtsrto deprive it of them. Whether 
they would fuccced or not, is a point which re- 
mains to he examined. 

The Dutch were the firft people who ventured irquitj 
to turn their arms againft Peru. They fent 
fmall fquadron thitlicr in f643, which cafj)y took lunjem- 
Baldivia, (he only fortified port of Chih, and ihe?‘«^ 
key to thofc peaceful Teas. Their navigators 
ready pofiefied, In imagination, the ircafures ofiidbaCsm 
ihofe rich countries, "’till their cxpeftailons 
difappointed by the appearance of famine and dif- 
cafe. The death of their favourite chief increafed 
their anxiety, and the troops that were fent againft 
them from Ollao threw them into lotardefpair. 

The idea of the difiancc they werfe at from their 
native country, deprived them of all their courage, 
and the fear of falling into the hands of a nation 
whofe hatred they had fo often experienced, de- 
termined them to rc-embark. If their perfeverance 
.had been greater, they would probably have pre- 
ferved their conqocfts ’tUl the arrival of the luc- 
cours that would have been ftnt from theZuyder- 
zee, when tlieir full fucccis cemc to be known. 

* Such was the opinion of thofc Frenchmen, 
who, in 1 595, united their riches end their ef- 
forts to go and plunder Peru, and to form a fet- 
tltment on that part of'ihc coall of Giili vvhidi 

had 
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BOOK had been neglcdlcd by the Spaniards. This 
vm. fcheme was approved by Lewis XIV., who, to fa- 
' ■''"^cilitate the cjiecution of it, granted fix men of 
war. The fquadron proceeded very fortunately, 
’under the command of the brave De Genes, ’till 
it got towards the middle of the Streights of Ma- 
gellan. Succefe was thought to be near at hand; 
when the navigators, obfiinately repulfed by con- 
trary winds, and alTailed with every poflible cala- 
mity, were obliged to return to Europe. Thefc 
adventurers, ftill thitfting after riches and dan- 
gers, were intending to form a new afibciation, 
when the courle of events united the interefts of 
the two crowns. ’ ' 

The Englifh had' turned their attention with 
. avidity towards thele countries, before other peo- 
ple, They were tempted by the mines as early 
as the year 1624 j but the weaknefs of the prince 
who then reigned, proved the rum of a confidera- 
ble afibciation formed for this 'great purpofe. 
Charles ll. refumed this important projcft, and 
fent Sir John Narborougb to reconnoitre tbofe la- 
titudes that Verefo little known, and to endea- 
vour to’ open fome communication with the favages 
of Chili. That monarch was fo impatient to know 
theTuccefs of the expedition, that when he was in- 
formed of the return of his admiral to the Downs, 
he got into hts barge, and went to meet him at 
Gravefend. 

Though this firft attempt had been of no ad- 
vantage, the Brittlh miniftry were not difcouraged. 
The elevation of the Duke of Anjou to the throne 
excited a general ferment. England, which had 
put icfclf at the bead of the confederacy formed 
CO deprive fms prince oi the throne, was viSlofi- * 
ous in all parts, but was obliged to purchafe this 
glory at a very dear rai^. The nation was groan- 
ing under the opprefllon of taxes, while the trea- 
z fury 
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fury had contradlcd immcnfc engagements. ItBOOK 
Icemcd difficult to fulfil them, and at the fame 
time to continue the war ; when the idea was fug-'"'"''"^ 
gefted of a company which fhould have the ex- 
clufive privilege of trading to the South Seas, up- 
on condition that they (hould liquidate the nati- 
onal debt. Such was the opinion tliey entertain- 
ed of the riches of Peru, and of the great fortunes 
that might cafily be made there, that foreigners, 
as well as the people of the coontiy, were eager 
to lend (heir money to this undertaking. The 
dirediion of it was given to the Lord High Trea- 
furer Oxford, the author of the projedl, and he 
employed, in the expences of the ftate, funds that 
were dcAined for a very different piirpole. 

Theit the fhares of the new company fell Into 
the utmoft difrepute i but they foon rofc again. 

At the peace, the court of London obtained from 
that of Madrid, that the South Sea Company 
ftiould fulfil it*s deftinailon. The trade of Peru 
was formally given up to them. They were quiet- 
ly enriching thcmfclves, when a bloody war chang- 
ed the fiiuation of affairs. A (quadron, under the 
command of Anion, was Cent, inflead of the fliips 
of ihofc rapacious merchants which frequented 
. thtfe Teas. It is probable he would have executed 
the whole of his terrible coramiffion, had he not 
been prevented by the misfortunes that befel his 
fquadron, in being obliged, from ill-concerted 
mcafiires, to double Cape Horn at an improper • 

,and dangerous fcafon. 

Since thelaft peace, the French in 1764, and 
the EngUfh in 1766, have undertaken to form a 
lettfement not far riom ific coat? of Patagonia, or 
in fifty-one degrees thirty minutes of fouthern la- 
* titude, in three iflands, which the former have 
called Malouine, and the latter Falkland Iflands. 

* Spain, alarmed at feeing foreign cations in thele 

latitudes. 
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BOO K^^tltudes, cafily obtained from i!ie court of Vcf- 
VIII. fajllcs the facrificc of their feeble colony : but the 
' — warmeft reprcfentaiions produced no effeft upon 
'the court or London* 'which had not die lame mo- 
tives of attention and complaifance. The miniftry 
on boAi Tides grew warm. Port Egmont, recently 
occupied, was fuddcnlyattacked, and taken with- 
out refiftance. The two Iiemifpheres were again 
going to be deluged with blood, if the aggreJlbrS 
had not at length determined to reflore a poR, 
which they ought not to have feized upon, at a 
time when negociations were opened to examine 
into the rights of the two crowns. England hath 
/ince engaged, by a verbal agreement of the 22d 
January 1771* to fuf^r this feeble, nfclcfs, r.nd 
cxpenhve lettlemenc gradually to decay. Accord- 
ingly, in the month of May 1774’, there remained 
no more than five-and*iweniy men upon it, when 
it was evacuated, ‘leaving an infcription to certify 
to pofterity, that ihefe iflands had belonged, and 
had not ceafed to belong to Grcat'Bntain* Thefe 
na\ igators, attentive to the dignity of their nation, 
infulccd,' at iheir departure, the rival power. Ir 
is from motives of condefeenfion, and not of fear, 
that they are willing to defift from their claims.^ 
But when they promife eternal duration to their 
empire, they forget that iheir grandeur may dif- 
appear as rapidly as it hath rtftn. Of all the mo- 
dern nations, v. hat remains will there be in the 
annals of the world ? The names only of a few U- 
luftrious perfonages, of a Chriflopher Columbus, . 
of a Defcarics, and of a Newton. What a num- 
' ber of petty Rates, all ridiculoilfly alplring lo'the 
great dcRinies of Rome! ^ > 

Without the aflirtance of this Raple, and in- ^ 
deed without any. Anion thought ifiat the empire 
of the Spaniards in the Pacific Ocean might be at- 
tacked with advantage/ According to the plan of 

' this 
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ihls orlebratcd navigator, twelve men cf war, Pent BOOK, 
from Ecrope with three t)r fonr thoufand troops, . 
would dire^ their courfc towards the South Sm. 

They would procure refrelhments at Bahia, at Rio 
Janaro, at Sl Catherine’s, and throughout ai! the 
Brazils, where a ftrong defire prevails of humbling' 
the Spaniards. The repairs that might become 
ncceflary, would be executed with fafety upon the 
defert and minhabitablc coaft of Patagonia, at 
Port Dcfire, or Sc. Julian. The fquadron would 
double Cape Horn, or would gp through the 
Streights of Magellan, according to the different 
Teafons cf the year. Jf th^* Ihould chance to fepa- 
rate, they would meet again at the defert ifland of * 
Socoro, and iherj attack Baldivia with their united 
force. 

Tats fertrefs, the only one that covers Chili, 
being carried by a Hidden and impetuous attack, 
what fersice, for the defence of the couniiy, could 
be erpeded from 'enervated and unexperienced 
citizens, againfl: troops inured to difdpline and 
miliiaiy cxerdfes ? What could they do againft 
the Arauccs and other (avagts, alwaj’s difpofed to 
renew their cruelties and their ravages ? 

Thz coafts of Peru would make Hill iefs refill- 
ar.ee. They arc all defended only by Callao, 

\Vhere a bad garrifon cf fix kundr^ men would 
feen capitulate. The redutlion cf this famous port 
would open the way to Lima, whidi is no more 
than two leagues and incapable of making any 

, defence. The feeble lucco'ars that ccu’d hs fent 
to the two cities from the inland parts, w here there 
are no fo'c.ers, would not fare them ; and the 
Iquadron would eafiiy mtercepr any that might 
come From Panama by fe*. Panama itielf, whicti 
is fiincar.ded only by a wall, wirfcour a duch or 
any outwc'ks, would be obkgcd to fmrender. 

The ganifen, cor»inua'ly weakened by detsch- 

ir.cnis 
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BOOK mentstliat mud be fcnt to Chagre, to Porto Bello, 
VIII and toother pods, vtould be unable to repulfe tlte 
“^moft trifling force. 

Anson was of opinion, tliat.llic coads being 
once fubdued, the red of the empire would foon 
be obliged to fubmic This idea was founded 
upon the efTemmacy, cowardice, and ignorance 
of thefe people m the management of arms Ac- 
cording to his informations, a bold enemy would 
have had nearly as much advantage over the Spa- 
niards, as they themfclves had over the Ameri- 
cans at the penod of the difeovery 

Such were, thirty years ago, the ideas of one of 
the grcaied Teamen Fngland ever had But vve 
may imagine that he would not talk m this d>le 
at prefent The court of Madrid, roufed by the 
humiliations and misfortunes of the lad war, have 
fent well difctplmed troops into Peru, and hate in- 
truded the fortified places to experienced com- 
manders. Thefpmtof themiliiin is entirely change 
cd m this part of the New World What perhaps 
was pofTible, is now no more fo An m^afion 
would more particularly become a chimerical idea, 
if m that diftani region the land forces were fup- 
ported by proportionate maritime flrength Wc v 
lhalleven \enturc to affirm, that the junftion^of 
thefe two forces would infallibly expel the flag of 
all other nations from thefe roads 

The op-rationsof the fqiiadron fiiould not be 
limited, cither to the fighting of the enemy, or to 
the keeping of them at n diftatice The fhips of 
which It would confift might be urefiilly employed, 
m producing, or m collefling upon thefe coads, 
the articles winch cither do not grow there, or 
which are lod from the difficulty of exportation 
Thefe encouragements would probably awaken 
the colonifts from the lethargic ftaic in which they 
have continued for three centuries When they 

were 
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wcrcf'afiurcd that the produce of their culturesB O O K, 
Wuld reach Panama wiihoul expence, and would , 
there be embarked iipwn the Chagre, to be con- 
\*eyed into Europe, at a very moderate rate, they 
v.ould feel themfclvcs inclined to labours, the re- 
ward of which would no longer be doubtful. This 
aftivity would incrcalb, if the court of Madrid 
would rclblve to dig a -canal of five leagues, which 
would complete the communication between the 
two Teas, already fo much advanced by a naviga- 
ble river. The general good of nations, and the 
iidvantage of commerce, require, that the Ifthmus* 
of Panama, and the Ifihmus of Suez, (hould be 
o’pen to navigation, and (hould draw the limits of 
the world nearer to each other. Oriental dsfpotifmt 
and Spanifli indolence, have for too long a time 
deprived the globs of focortfiderable a benefir. 

ip from the South, we go on to the North Sea, 
we (hall find that the Spandh empire is cfiablifhed 
there, from the Miffifljppi to the Oroonoko. There 
are, throughout this immenfe fpacc, many inac- 
cciBble Ihorcs, and a ftill greater number where it 
would be ufelefs to land. All the ports that are 
ccnfidered as important, fuch as Vera Cruz, Cha- 
.gre, Porto-Belld, Carihagena, and Puerio-Gibel- 
b, are fortified, and fome of them arc fo upon 
good pnnciples.' Experience, however, hath (hewn, 
that none of thefe places are impregnable. They 
might therefore be forced again ; but of what (cr- 
\ice would this fuccefs be ? The conquerors,' who 
would find it'impollible to penetrate into the in- 
land countries, would be confined in fortrefles, 
w here an air, w hich is dangerous in all feafoas, and 
fatal during fix months of the year, to men who 
are accuftomed to a temperate climate, would 
focner or later bring them to the grav e. 

If even, contrary to all probability, the con- 
queft fhould be completed, can it be imagined 
VoL. III. X that 
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BOO Kthat the Spanifh Americans who from tafte, idJe- 
riels, Ignorance, habtr, and prids have an cxcef- 
attachment to iheir religion, and to their laws, 
would not break, at one time or other, the chains 
that liad been impofcd upon them ^ Jf, to prevent 
this revolution, it rhotild be rcfbivcd to extermi- 
rnre them, this cruel esfrdient w ould be as great 
n folly m politics, as it would be horrible in mora- 
lity The nation that had been guilty of this cx- 
cefs of barbarity could not reap any advantage 
from It’s new pofleffioas witliout facnficing to 
' them It's population, it’s oiliviry, ii’s mduftry, 
and, in procefsof time, all it's power 

These various ohflaclcs lo the mvafion of Spa- 
nifli America, had, as it is faid, fuggefted in Eng- 
land, during the la(l lioAilities, the idea of a lyAcm 
aftonifhmg to vulgar minds The projedt of this 
power, which was then miftrefs of all the feas, was 
to fvize upon Vera Cruz, and to fortify itfelf there 
in a very ftrong manner It would not have been 
propofed to Mexico to fubmit to a foreign yoke, 
for which It was known to have too great an nver- 
fion, but die plan vvas tod*-rach that region from 
the motli-r country, to mal c it the arbiter of ii’s 
own dcfliny, and to leave it at Iiberl), cilher to 
choofe a fovercign of it’s own, or to form itfelf in- 
to a republic As there were no troops m the 
country, the revolution was infallible, and ir 
would equally have taken pheein all the provinces 
of this V aft continent, whicli had the lame motives 
-for definng It, and the fame facility of carrying i: 
into execution The efKjrts of the court of Madrid, 
to rcco\cr It’s rights, would have been unavailing, 
bccaufe Great Britain took upon herfelf to repc! 
therrit upon cxjndttton that the new Rates ^?iocrld 
grant her an cxdufive trade, but upon terms infi 
nitejy lefs unfavourable than thofc b> which they 
had for fo long a tune been opprcflcd 
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Tp it \\ere true that fucb ideas had ever ferloufly B o O k' • 
engaged thcaitcmion of the cabinet of London, '***• 
they mufl have renounced thefe ambitious tiews,’ 
fince the coun of Madrid ha^c taken the relbluii- 
on to keep regular and European forces in their 
poilefTions in the New World. Thefc forces will 
contain the nations, and repel the enemy, 
Erengthened as they are at prefent with a refpcfl^- 
ble navy. 

As loon as tlie Spaniards had difeovered an- 
other hemifpbcre, they tlioughtof appropriating to' 
themfelves every part of it. To give (bme eclat 
to their adminiEmiion, the chiefs of the great fet- 
llemenis already formed, were continually under- 
taking new enterprifes ; and private perfons, paf- 
Conately purfuing the fame kind of fame, general- 
ly followed thefe brilliant preiefts. The calamities 
inftparable from a career lb little known, had not 
yet altered this aftive and indefatigable courage, 
when forae bold and cnterprifing navigators ven- 
tured to direct their courfe towards regions, for- 
bidden to every other nation, except that which 
had conquered them. The lucccis which attended 
this boldncfs, convinced Philip 11. that it was time 
to fet bounds to his ambition ; and he renounced 
acquifiiions, which might expofe his arms or his 
fleets to infulis. This timid, or perhaps onl}' pru- 
dent policy, was attended with more important 
confequenccs than had been forelcen. The fpinc 
of enthufiarm was at an end, and that of inaflivi- 
ty fuccecdcd to it. A new race of men was fomi-^ 

M in the Indies. The people* (ank into fuperb 
cfferainacY.. and ihafe who ^pvemed them., no 
longer attended to any thing but the accumulation 
of riches; and ilic dignities that accompanied them, 
which had formerly been Tcfcrvcd to talents, to 
zeal, and to Cervices, were now purchafed. At tivs 
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BOOK period a flop was put lo rravlgation, both in Ame- 
rica and in Europe. 

' A rnv/ vcfTclsonly, ill built, ill armed, III fitted 

out, and ill commanded, were dirpatched from the 
' ports of the mother-country. Spain could not bc^ 
awakened from it*s lethargy, cither from the ter- 
rible blows which it received from it’s enemies, or 
with the ruinous extortions it experienced from 
it’s allies. 

At length, after two centuries of total inailivi- 
ty, the docks arc again revived. The Spanifh na- 
hath acquired real flrength. It confifts, at the 
time of our writing, of fixty-eigbt fhips of the line, 
carrying from one hundred and fourteen to fixiy 
guns, and five of thelc are upon tlic flocks ; and of 
cighty*cight other fhips, carrying from fifty-fix to 
twelve guns. There arc fifty thoufand feamcn up- 
on it’s lids, a great number of whom ferve in the 
armaments fitted out by governmenr. Many of 
them are.alfo employed mvthe merchantmen of 
Bifcay, of Majorca, and of Catalonia. Some are 
wanted for about a hundred fnslJ vcflels, regular- 
ly deflined for the American ifiands, where lo few 
were formerly fent. They will multiply fl'H more, 
when the voyages tO the continent of the other 
HemiTphere fball be undertaken, with all the frec- 
'dom which the fiift regulations feem to announce. 
The fcas, which feparare the two Worlds, will be 
covered with robufl, a€live, and intelligent men, 
who will become the defenders of their country’s 
rights, and will render her fleets formidable. 

Spanish monarchs, ye are intruded with the 
liappincfs of the moft brilliant , parts of the two 
Hemilpheres. Shew yourfelv es worthy of fo glo- 
rious a deftiny. In Fulfilling this augud and facred 
duty, ye will repair the injuries done by your pre- 
dcccjfors and by thetr fubjefls They have depo- 
pulated a world whidi they had difcovcrcd ; they 

have 
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BOOK period n ftop was put to navigation, both in Arne* 
^\nt. jipa end in Europe. 

A rr\7 V cITcls onl}', HI built, HI armed, HI fitted 
oiu, and HI commanded, were dirpa'clied from tire 
ports of the mothefcountry. Spain could not be 
av ahened from a*s lethargy, cither from the ter- 
rible blows which it received from it’s enemies, or 
with the ruinous extortions it experienced from 
it's allies. 

At length, after two centuries of total inailivi- 
ty, the docks are again revned TJie Spanifh na- 
vy hath acquired real ftrcngih It confifts, at the 
lime of our writing, of fivij -eight fhipsof the line, 
carrying from one bur^dred and fourteen to fixry 
guns, and five of thefe arc upon the Hocks » and of 
ctghty-cighi other fliips carr)ing from fift>-fix to 
tw clve guns. There arc fifty ihoofand feamcn up- 
on It’s lifts, a great number of whom fcr\c in the 
armaments fitted out by government. Many of 
them arc olfo employed in ilic merchantmen of 
Eifcay, of Majorca, and of Catalonia. Some are 
wanted for about a hundred finall vcITels, regular- 
ly deftined for the Amcncin iflancls, where lo few 
were formerly fenr. They will multiply ft»H more, 
when the voy’ces to the continent of the other 
idemifrhere Ihall be undertaken, with all the frec- 
'dom which the firft regulations (cem to announce. 
The Tens, which fcpnrotc the two Worlds, will be 
covered with robuft, aflive, and intelligent men, 
who wjlJ become the defenders of their country’s 
rights, and will render her fleets formidable 
Spanish monarchs, ye are mtrufted with the 
liappinefs of the moft brilliant pirts of the two 
Hcmifphcres Shew yotirfchcs worthy of fo glo- 
rious a deftiny. In fulfilling this auguft and ficred 
duty, ye will repair the injuries done by yourpre- 
decefTors and by iheir fulyedls They have depo- 
pulated a world which they had difcovercd , they 

have 
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Settlement of tie Portugue/e tn the Brazils The 
’wars they have fujlained there. Produce and 
riches of that country. 

B O o K, A NATIONAL fpmt is the rcfult of a great 
iX" JTx. numberof caufes, fomeof which'are perma- 
nent, and others variable This part of the hif- 
thcEuro- tory of a people is perhaps the moft intercfling, 
|ean8haveand the leafl; difficult to nvcftigate The pcrma- 
SeJSamt caufes afc to be found on the portion of the 
vdwith globe which they inhaliit, the variable ones are 
fouling ^onl^gfied m their-annals, and manifcRcd by the 
colons effedls which they have produced While ihefe 
caufes adt m oppofition to each other, the nation 
IS in a Rate of mfanity, and doth not begin to re* 
cover It’s proper underftandmg, 'nil the time when 
It’s fpeculative principles coincide with the nature 
of It’s fituation Then it is, that it advances ra- 
pidly towards that fpJcndour, opulence and felici- 
ty, to which it may be allowed to afpire from a 
free ufe of it’s focal rclburccs 

But this national fpini, which ought to prefide 
m the counfels of the p-oplc, though it be not 
always to be found there, fcarce c\er regulates 
the adlions of individuals They have intcrcfls 
of their own, and paffions which torment and 
blind iliem , and there is fcarcc any one who 
would not raifc his profpenty upon the public 
Tum TIic capitals of empires are the center of 
the national fpirit, that is to fay, the places where 
It difpKys itfelf with the greateft encigy m words, 
and where it is the moft completely ncglcfted in 

aiHions 
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aflions. I except only fbme unfrcquent inftancef, BOOK 
where the general fafeiy is at ftakc. . In propor> 
tion as the clirtance from the capital tncfcales, 
this maO^ detaches itfclf, it falls off on the fron- 
tiers; ajid» between one hcmifphcrc and another, 
is totally loft. 

• WHJErra man hath crofled the line, he Is nei- 
ther an Englilhman, a Dutchman, a Frenchman, 
a Spaniard, or a JPortnguele. He pre/erves no* 
thing of his country, except the priticiplcs and 
pr^udices which give a lanflion to his conduift, or 
furnifh him with an cxcufe for it. Servile when he 
is we.tk,’ and oppreflive when heisftrong; eager 
to acquire wealth, and*to enjoy it; and capable 
of all “the enormuics which can contribute moft 
fpeedily to the completion of his defigns ; he is a 
domcftic tiger again let loofc in the woods, and 
who is again feiz^ with the ihirft of blo^. Such 
-liave all the Europeans, indifcriminatcly, fiiewn 
themfelves in the regions of the New World, wliere 
they have been actuated with one common rage, 
the palllon for gold. i * , , 

Would it not Inve been a more humane, more 
iileful, ‘and lefs expenfive plan, to have lent inco 
each of ihofe diftant regions Jbme hundreds of 
young men and women ? The men would hare 
married the women, and the women the men of 
the country. Confanguiniiy, the tie that is the 
moft fpeedily formed, and the firongeft, would 
foon have made one and the fame family of the 
ftrangera and of the natives. 

• In this intimate connexion, the favage inhabit- 
ant would (bon have underftood, that the arts and 
fciences con\eyed into bis country were very con* 
ducive to the improvement of his deftmy. He 
would have entertained the higheft opinion of the 
perfuaHve and mild inftruftois brought 10 him by 
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BOOK l!ie fc3, and he would have given himfcif up to 
. tlicm without referve. 

From ihis''rQrtnnatc confidence f peace would 
have arifen, which would have been jmpraili- 
cablc, if the new comers had prefcnicd them- 
felves with the imperious and authoritative tone 
of mailers and ulurpers. Commerce is cfla- 
blifiied wuhout difficulty among men who have 
reciprocal wants; and they Toon accuflom tlicm- 
fclvcs to confidcr, as friends and as brethren, thofe 
whom intercil or other motives liavc brought into 
their country. The Indians would have adopted 
tlie European form of worfhip, becaufe a religion 
becomes univerfal among all the inhabitants of 
an empire, when the government leaves it to it- 
fclf, and when the folly and intolerant fpirit of 
the pricRs doth not convert it into a principle of 
difeord.. In like manner civilization follows from 
the propenfity which urges every man to im- 
prove hi5 fiiuation, provided there be 'no defire 
to compel him to it by force, and that theft ad- 
vantages be not prefemed to him by fufpicious 
ftrangers. 

Such would be ihecifedls that would be pro- 
duced in a rifing colony, by the allurement of the 
moft imperious of die fenfes. Let there beno arms 
and nofoldicrs; but a muliitudeof young women 
for the men, and numbers of young men for 
the women. Lcr us examine what the Portu- 
gu’eft have done. in. Brazil by purfuing contrary 
methods. 

•When. ''Brazil is an immenfe continent, bounded^o^ 
the North, by the river of the Amazons; on the 
Bra^uwai South, by the river Plata; on the Eaft, by the 
jtiCwer- atro’ oti nlc W’cif, 6y moraifSs', ihiles, torrents, 
rivers, and mountains; which feparate it*from the 
Spanifh pofieflions. . > •* 

‘ Ip 
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,Ip Columbus had continued, his courfe to thesoo 
South, when he came to the entrance of the 
Oroonoko' in 1,^99," he 'could 'not poffibly' have 
mifled the Brazils*, but he chofe to fleer to the 
north weft, that he might not go too far from St. 
Domingo, the only fettlcment belonging to the 
Spaniards in the New World. 

Peter Alvarez Cabral had the honour of 
difeovering the Brazils the following year by a for- 
tunate chance.« ' - • 

■ . How doth it happen that this is the cafe, in al- 
moft all difeoveries ; and that chance hath always 
more fhare in them than ingenuity ? It is bccaufe 
chance is 6ver employed, while the human un- 
dcrftandmg is checked by indolence, changes it’s 
objeils through inconftancy, repofesitfclf through 
latitude, or tedium, and Is thrown into a ftate 
of Inadtivity by a number of moral, natural, do- 
meftic, or national caufes. Moft difeoveries are 
therefore o\\ en to chance, or to that infinite num- 
ber of men, who are always in motion, andwhofc 
aliention is conftantly engaged on all the objcdls 
that furround, or ftrikc ibeni, oftentimes without 
any defign of gaining information, or of making 
thofe difeoveries, but merely becaule they make 
ufe of their fenfes. 

To avoid falling in with the calms on the coaft 
of Africa, Cabral kept fb far out at fca, that he 
came within fight of an unknown land lying to 
v.cftward. He was driven thither by ftrefs of 
weather, and anchored on the coaft in the i5ih 
degree of fouih latitude,' at a place which he 
called Porto-Stguro. -He took pofieffion of the 
country, but made no fettlcment in it, and gave 
it ilic name of Santa Cruz, which was after- 
wards changed for that of Brazil, becaufe the 
Erazt! vvood was the moft valuable produflion 
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B 0-0 Kof that country to^the Europeans, whoufed it in 

‘ 1 . j • 

As this couniiy bad been difcdvered in going 
to India, and as it was doubtful whether u was 
not a part of that country, the <famc name was 
given ton, becaufethe Spaniards had imagined, 
_that It might be referred to thofe countries they had 
‘ previoufly dif-overed. All the Europeans, how- 
ever, diftinguiChed them by ithc -appellation of 
Weft Indies This name was afterwards' exiendi 
cd to all the New World, and the Americans were 
very improperly called Indians. ' ’ 

■ Th trs It IS that the names of places and things, 
accidentally giten by ignorant men,'ha\e always 
perplexed philolbphers, who liave been defirous 
of tracing the origin of thefe names from nature; 
and nor from circumilances-mcrely incidental, 
•and oftentimes quite foreign’ to the natural pro- 
perties of the things denoted by them. No- 
thing can be more Arange, for InAance, than to 
fee Europe tranfplanted into America, i and there 
icgcncrated, as it were, in the names and forms 
ot our European cities, and in the laws, man- 
ners, and religion of our comment. • But fooner 
or later the climate will refume it's influence, and 
rcinftate things m ihcir proper order and with 
their original names, though with thofe veiligcs 
of the change 'they have undergone, which a 
great revolution always leaves behind it. Is It 
not probable that in three or four thoufand years 
hence, the hiflory of America at this prefenc 
period Nt ill be as Confuled, and ns inexplic.ible to 
It’s inhabitants, as the hiftory of Europe, previous 
to the rile of the Roman republic, is obfeure ro 
us? Thus it IS that men, the knowledge they have 
acquired, and the conjcfturcs they have formed, 
cither with refpcdl toevents that are paffed, or to 
future tranfaduons) are all ful^cdt to the laws and 
motions 
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motions of nature, which purlues her own courfe, book. 
without paying the leafl re^rd either to our pro- . 
jc£ts or to our opinions 

. Nothing can affiird us a more convincing Accountof 
proof of this great truth, than the imprudence 
and uncertainty of all the defigns and adions of arts con- 
men e\cn m their mod important undertaking*?, 
the blindncfs with which their mq lines are pur- 
filed, and more cfpecially the improper ufe they BraiU*. 
make of their difcovenes As foon as the court 
of Lifbon had ordered a furvey to be taken of the 
haibours, bays, rivers, and coads of Brazil, and 
was convinced that the country afforded neither 
gold nor filver, they held it in luch coniempr, that 
they fent ihuher none but condemned criminals 
and abandoned uomen 

Two fhips were fent every year from Portugal, 
to carry the refufe of the Kingdom to this New 
World, and to bring home parrots, nnd woods 
for the dyers and cabinetmakers Ginger was 
afterwards added, but was foon prohibited, lead 
It fhould interfere with the faleof the lame article 
from India. 

Asia was tlien the ol^efl that attrafied alt 
men It was the road to toriune, to power, and 
to fame The great exploits of the Portuguefe in 
India, and the wealth they brought from thence, 
gaiethctr nation fucli a fupenonty in all pans of 
the world, that cicrj individual wifiicd to parraKe 
of It The enthufiafm was general No perlbn, 
indeed, went oicr Noluntarily to America, but 
thofe unfortunate men, whom the inquifiuon had 
doomed lodeftxuAuaa, were added, to thecoavtOs 
already tranfported timber 

Thpjie ncicrwasa (Irongcr ard more invete- 
rate hatred than that which the Po'tugucfe ha\ c 
always enicrtaincd agamft the Spaniaids Not- 
withllanding this national antipathy , which is of 

fo 
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BOOKfo long a rtanding that it’s origin cannot bo 
« . traced, and fo confirmed that it can never be ex- 
' ~^“^pe< 5 ted to ceafc, they have borrowed moft of their 
maxims from a neighbour^ whofc power they 
dreaded as much as they deteflcd it’s manners. 
Whether from a fimilartty of climate and temperi 
or from a conformity of circuraftances, they have 
adopted the worft of it's inftitiitions.’ They 
coaid not imitate any one more horrid than the 
inquifition. 

This bloody tribunab erefled in Spain in 
1482, by a combination of policy and fanaticifm', 
under the reign of Ferdinand and Ifabclla, was 
no fooncr adopted by John III. tlian it ftrude 
terror into every family. To cRablifh it’s au- 
thority, and afterwards to fupporc it, no lefs 
than four or five iiundred vidlims were annually 
facrificed, a tenth part of which was burnt alive,' 
and the reft banifhed to Africa or to the Brazils. 
The fury of this tribunal was particularly e.xerted 
againft thofe who were fufpefled of fbdomy j 
crime of later date in the kingdom, and almofl 
unavoidable m hot climates, where celibacy pre- 
vails. It alfo profecuied fbreerers, who, in thofe 
times of ignorance, were as much dreaded, as their 
number was multiplied by the credulity, bigotry, 
and barbarjfm that prcv.'iilcd all o\er Europe. The 
Mohammedans, though greaiJy decrcafcd fince 
they had loft the empire, were alfo perfccuied by 
the inquifition ; but more efpecially the Jews,' bc- 
caufe they were ilienchefi;. 

It is well knoun, that when the Jews, who 
had long been confined to a very finall fpot upon 
the face of the ea/th, were dffperfed by ihe Ro- 
mans, many of them took refuge in Portugal. 
There they muUipli^ after the Arabs had con- 
quered Spain, were fufTcred to enjoy nil the 
tmhts of citizens, and were not excluded from 

public 
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public offices, till that country had recovered it’s BOOK 
independence This firfl: aft of oppreffion did 
not prevent twcntj thoufand Jewilh families from 
removing thuhcr, when, after the conquefl: of 
Granada, the catholic kings compelled them to 
quit Spam, or to change their religion Each 
famil> paid tvvcnij liv res • for the liberty of fet- 
tling m Portugal Sup-rftitioa loon induced John 
II to aggravate the luficringsof that perftcuted 
nation he demanded of them 20,000 crowns d*, 
and afterwards reduced them to a ftaie of flarery. 

In 1496, Emanuel banifhed all thofe whorefufM 
to embrace the Chnflian religion , thofe vv ho com- 
plied were reftored to their freedom, and foon 
ingroITcd the Afiatic trade, which then began to 
be laid op*n to every one The cftablifhmcnt of 
the inquilmon m 1548, proved a check to their 
aftivit) Their miftfuft was mcreafcd by the fre- 
quent conRfcations made b) that odious tribunal, 
and by the taxes which government extorted from 
them at different times. They were in 1 opes of 
purchafmg fomc irinquiUiij, b> *urninung Sebaf- 
tian with 250,000 Iivrcs J for his Afriuin cxp-xli- 
tion , bur, unfortumtcly for them, that impru- 
dent monarch came to an imtiraci) end PI ihp. 

II who foon after extended Ins dominion over 
Portugal, cnafted il a: fuch of his fulyefts as were 
defeended from a Jew or a Moor, Hiou’d I>e cx 
eluded from all ecclefiaftical or civil employments 
This mark of infam), vviih which all the new con- 
verts to Chnffianity were branded, gave them 
fuch a difguff far a countrv, wlicrc even the great 
eff opulence could not exempt them from b-mg 
fugmattz-d, that they remored, with their weald , 
to Courdeax s, Antwerp, Hamburgh, and other 
towns V iih wliicli they had tegular cosncfticns. 

* l<t + «C«l 
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BOOK This emigration was the occafion of a great fcTO- 
. , lution , u diverted the commerce, which till then 
^had ceniered in Spain and Portugal, into other 
countries, and deprived thofe^two nations of the' 
advantages the one derived from the Eaftand'the 
other from the Weft-Jndics. 

Before thefe Jaft periods the Jews-, who were 
unremittingly perfecuied by the inquifition, were 
banifhcd in numbers to the Braails. Though 
deprived of their fortunes by thefc infatiable 
leeches, they fucceeded in ertablifhing feme cul-* 
tures. This fortunate beginning convmccd the 
court of Lifbon that a colony might be fervice- 
able to the mother-country by other 'means titan" 
by metals They began, ascarly as the year 1525/ 
to caft a lefs dildamfiil look on this immenfe pol- 
fcfTion, which chance had bellowed upon them,* 
and which had till then been confidered as the 
fink into whicli all the filth of the monarchy was 
poured. ' ' ' 

Brastjdi- Tur nation foon adopted the opinion of the 
litenft- the noblemen crpecially were firrt. 

Tsralno- animated with this new fpinc. Government 
biemen by granted, fiicceflively, to iliofe among them 'who 
o/LifUn ®ll^cd for If, a fpacc of forty or fifty leagues upon 
the coaft, with an unlimited extent In the inte- 
rior parts of the country. They were autlionzcd 
by their charter to treat the vanquifhed people 
in whatc\er manner they chofe They had 3 
right, winch mofl of them exercifed, to difpofe 
of the territory they had invaded, in favour of 
any Portuguefe who would cultivate it , but 
they difpofed of it only for three lues, referving 
alfo to themfehes Ibme rent-charges. Thefc great 
proprietors were lo enjoy all tlic rights of (ove- 
reigniy, except that of condemning to death, 
coming, and the tithes; prcrog-uivcs wliicli the 
court kept in their lunt^. Thefc ureful, and ho- 
nourable 
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Vouiablc fiefs could only be forfeited by the ne-B o o ic 
glcflmg to cultivate and defend them, b)thedefi- 
ciency of maleifiue, or by thccommiflionof 
capital crime 

Those who had folicited and obtained thefe 
proMnccs» c^p^fted to acquire the poflefiion of 
them without much expence, and without ex- 
^frg their lieutenants to any great danger. 

Their hopes were chiefly founded upon the in- 
dolence of the fmall nations they were to con- 
quer 

Mak is undoubtedly formed for focietj, hisChirafier 
wants and his weaknefles require it But 
ties of twenty or thirty milhons of men, citics[k”p®„p*e 
confiftingof four or five hundred ihonlind fouls, whom tae 
are fo many monflrous produftions, which arc 
far from being formed by nature, tliat fhc, 
the contrary, is inccfi*amly ftudying to deflroy^“^^‘ 
them Tlicy are only fupported by conflanc 
forefight, and by moft extraordinary cfToris 
They would foon be difllpated, if a confiderable 
ponion of this multitude did not attend to their 
prcfcrvaiton The air is mfcclcd by liiem, the 
waters are coTupted , the Und exhaufled to a 
great extent , the dunu on ol lite is fhortened 
among them , the fweeis of plenty arc but little 
felt, and the 1 errors of dearth arc extreme. They 
are the fpotwhicli gi'cs birth to epidemic difeafcs , 
they are the haunts «t crimes, of vices, and ot 
diflolute minners, Thefe coormo is a id fa’al 
heaps of nun arc hk'vvjfc oneol the feourges of 
fovcreigniy, firce cupidity invites arnimd the 
throne, and perpetually increafes the herd of flavec, 
under an intinue variety of funi5lions and denomi- 
nations T^“lc unnatural aflt.nib*iges of popu. 
iation, a-c tuhieCl lofcm-nt nnd to corrupt during 
peace, and it war rtiouM increafe the ferment, 
the fliock becomes dreadfu 
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BOOK.' Societies, ima Rate of nature,tare little nu- 
IX. merous; they fubfift of themfelves.- They fepa- 
' rate before a fuperabundance of population be- 

comes troublefome. Each divifion removes to 
convenient diftances. Sneh was the primitive (late 
of the New Countries ; fuch is that of the New 
Continent. . • t • • 

The Braailians in general were of the fize of^ 
the Europeans,’ but not fo Rout. They were fub- 
iedt to fewer .diRcmpers, ■ and were long-lived. 
They wore no clothing; the women wore their ‘ 
hair extremely long, the menicut their’s fhort; 
the women wore bracelets of bones of beauti- 
ful-white, the men necklaces of the fame; the 
women painted their faces, and the men their 
bodies. < : ‘ 

-Every- colony of this vaR continent had it’s 
own idioms, but not one of them had any words 
to convey general and abRraft ideas. This po- 
verty of language, which is common to all nations 
of South America, is a convincing proof of the 
little progrefs the human underRanding liad made 
in thefe countries. The analogy between the 
words in the feveral languages of this conilnenc 
Gicws, that the reciprocal tranfmigrations of thefe 
favages had been frequent. i ' 

The food of the Brazilians was very fimple. 
In a country deprived of domeRic animals, they 
lived upon (hell'fiCh by the fea fide j along the ri- 
vers, byfifhing; and in the forcRs, by bunting. 
When thefe precarious provifions failed, they, fed 
upon the cadava and other roots. 

These men were \cry fond of dancing Their 
longs were but one tedious uniform tone, without 
any modu*iat'ions, and commonly turned upon tlie'ir 
loves or their warlike exploits. 

Ik polilhed Rates, dancing and finging are reck- 
oned among the arts. In the midR of the forcRs 
r _ they 
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they are almoft the natural orprcflions of concords 
and friendfhip, of tendernefs and pleafure. We 
arc obliged to have ma(lerstoinftfu£tus to dlfplay 
our voices, and to move gracefully. The favage 
hath no other inllruflor but his paffion, his heart, 
and nature. He really feels what we affedl to feel. 
Accordingly, the lavage who fings and dances is 
always happy, 

. Their amufcments are not interrupted by the 
worlhip of a Supreme Being, for they know of 
none ; nor is their tranquillity difturbed by the 
dread of a future ftatc, of which they have no 
idea. They have, however, their magicians, 
who, by ftrangc contortions, fo far work upon 
the credulity of the people as throw them into 
violent convulfions. If the impollures of thefc 
magicians are dctefled, they are immediately put 
to death, which ferves, in foroe degree, to check 
the rpiritof deceit. 

These atheids are equally drangers to all 
notions of fubordination and fubm^iflion, which 
among ourfclvcs are originally derived from the 
idea of a Supreme Being. They cannot conceive 
that any perfon can have the audacity to com- 
mand, much lefs that any one can be fo weak as 
to obey. But they fhew mod deference to the 
man who has killed the greated number of his 
enemies. 

The Brarilians, like mod other lavages, Ihewcd 
no particular attachment to their native place. 
The love of our country, which is a ruling paflion 
in civilized dates; which in good governments 
rifes to enthufiafm, and in bad ones grows habitu- 
al j which for feveral centuries ir^ther perpetuates 
in every nation it’s difpofiiion, cuftoms, and 
tade : this love of our country is but a fadlitious 
fentiment arifing from focicty, but unknown in 
the date of nature.' The moral life of a favage 

You. IIL X 
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BOO Ris the very reverfe of that of the civilized man. 
The latter enj^s the gifts of nature onlyjn his 
infancy. As his ftrength' increafes arid hfs iin- 
derftanding unfolds itlclf, he lofes fight of the 
prefent, and is wholly intent 'upon the future. 
Thus the age of pafltons and pleafures, the time 
dellined by nature for enjoyment is fpent in 
fpeculation and difappointment. The heart de- 
nies itfelf what it wKheS for, laments the indul- 
gences it has'allowed itfeif, and is equally tor- 
mented^ by- it’s fclf-denials and it’s gratification?. 
The civilized man inccffantly deploring his li- 
berty which he hath always facrificed, looks back 
with regret on his earlicft years, when a fuccef- 
fion of new olyeGs conftantly awakened his cu-‘ 
riofity, and kept his hopes ahve. He recollects 
with pleafure the fpot where he pafled his infanjc 
days ; the iremembrance of his innocertt delights 
endears tliem to his imagination, and forcibly at- 
traClshim to his native Ipot^ whereas the favage, 
who enjoys all the pleafures and advantages pecu- 
liar to every period of Iris life, and does not ab- 
Aain from them in expectation of greater induJ« 
gcnce In old age, finds equally, in all places, ob- 
jects fuited to his defires, and feels tliat the fource 
of his pleafures is in himfelf, and that Ills country 
is every v/here. • • - '• 

Thojuch the tranquillity of the Brazilians was 
not the refult of any laws, difTcnfions were fcldom 
beard of in their Jiitic Ibcleties. If drunkenne/s, 
or fome unfortunate -incident occafioned a difputc, 
and fome life was loft, the murderer was inftantly 
delivered up to the relations of the dcceafed, who 
immediately facrificed him to their vengeance 
without hcfitaijonj then both the families met,' 
and their recunciliatioD was fealcd by a joyous and 
noijy fcaft. 

f J ' ' ' 


Every* 
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Eter\ Bnzjlnn took as many stives as heBOOK 
cbofe, or as man} as he could get, and put them ^ 

assay when he grew tired of them Wheir they 
violated their marriage vow, they svere punifhed, 
according to a cuftom almoft generally adopted, 
with death, and the hufband did 'not become an 
olyeft of rid culc on account of the injury hi^ 
wife liad donq him When the women laid in, 
they kept their bed bu’a dajortwo, then the 
motlier, hanging the child to her neck m a cotton 
fcarF, returned to her ufual occupations svnliout 
any kind o inconvenience 

Iv general, the confcquenccs of child birth 
among the fas ages, are not fo bad as they arc 
among the women of civilized countn-s, becaufe 
the firft al\va)s luckle their children, and be- 
caufe the indolence of the men condemns them 
to a laborious life, which occafions the menflrual 
flux in them to be lefs plentiful, and jcnders the 
channels, through which 'this fuperfluous blood is 
to flow, to much the more narrow A long reft 
after child birth, far from being neceffary, would 
become as fatal to them, as it would be among 
us to our women of the lower clafs T'his is not 
the only circumftance m which we find a com- 
penfation for the advantages of the fcseral ranks 
of life We feel the want of cxcrcifc, and go 
into the country in fcarch of health Our wo- 
men begin to deferve the name of mother®, bj 
fiicklmg their own children , the children too 
arc juft refeued from the fhackles of Twaddling 
clothes What can thefe innovations be attri- 
huicd to, hjw. thr^ ow/hw»JjjwJsL tku oaao. 
cannot deviate imprudfcntlj from the Jaws of na- 
ture, without iniury to his own happmefs In 
all future 6ges the f’v ages will advance by flow 
degrees towards the civilized ftate , and civili? 
cd nations will return lovVards their primitive 
Y 2 flat'. 
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BOO Kftatc ; from whence the phllofophcr will conclude, 
that there cxifts in the interval between thefe 
two dates, n certain medium in which the felici- 
ty of the human fpecies is placed Bur who is 
it that can End out this medium ; and even if it 
were found, what authority would be capable of 
diredting the deps of man to it, and to fix him 
there? 

. Travellers were received with didinguinicd 
marks of civility in the Brazils. Wherever they 
came, they* were furrounded with women, who 
waflied their feet, and welcomed them with the 
mod obliging exprelTions. Nothing was fpared for 
their cntcriainment; but it would have been an 
unpardonable affront, had they left the family w here 
they were fird entertained, m hopes of better ac- 
commodation in another. This fpirir of hofpi- 
tality is one of the mod certain indications that 
man was intended for fociety. - - • 

Hospitality, the offspring of natural com- 
miferation, was univcrfally pradlifed In the 
carlied times. It was almod the only thing that 
attaciied nations to cadi other ; it was the tource 
of the mod ancient, the mod lading, and the 
mod rclpevdcd frtendfhip, contradea between 
families who were feparated by immenfc regions. 

man, perfecuied by his fellow-citizens, or 
guilty of any mifdcmcanoiir, retired to didant 
countries in qued of tranquillity^ or impunity. 
He prefenicd nimfclf at the entrance of a town, 
or of a village, and faid,.** 1 am fiich a one, the 
“ fan of fuch a one, or the grandfon of fuch a 
one, and I come for fuch rcafons”. , And 
AliftT .Iw'.Vi’AVsd .VwJJsvT’, iWjV, at 

the manner the mod marvellous, the mod pa- 
thetic, and the bed calculated to give an idea of 
his confequence. He was eagerly attended to ; 
.and he added, “ Receive me; for, if you or 

“ your 
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your children, or your children’s childrcn,B O o K 
“ fiiould eve^ be driven by any misfortunes to , , 

my country, they need only name me, and 
my friends will receive them.” He was im- 
mediately inlreated to become their gueft, and 
the perfons with whom he preferred to Jive, 
thought thcmfelves honoured by this diftinClion. 

He took up his abode in their houfe, and was 
'treated by them like one of the family j Ibmeiimes 
he became the hufband, the ravifher, or the fe- 
duccr of his hoft’s daughter. r 

To fuch adventurers as thefc, who were, per- 
haps, the firft travellers, the ongln of the demi- 
■g<ws of paganifm, the offtpring of hofpitality 
and licentiournefs, may be afenbed. Moft of 
them owed their birth to pafiengers, to whom a 
bed had been given, and who were never feen 
afterwards. 

Let us^ be allowed to fay, that there is no oc- 
cupation in the world fo immoral as that of a 
traveller. The traveller, by proFcfiion, is like a 
man who is in poflefllon of an fmmenfe houfe, 
and who, inHead of fitting down with his wife, 
and in the midfl of his children, fhould employ 
all hisjife in ranging about from one aparrmenc 
to another. Tyranny, guilt, ambition, curio- 
fiiy, 0 kind of rcfllefs fpirit, the defire of ac- 
quiring knowledge, and of feeing things, tedium, 
and tlie difguft arifing from cxbauflcd felicity, 
havedriven, andwillacalltimesdrive, menfrom 
'their country. 

But, in ages previous to civilization, to com- 
merce, and to the inveniioji of Jjgns to repre/enr 
riches, before intcrcfl had prepared a habitation 
for the traveller, holpuahty fiipplied it’s place. 

The favourable reception of a ftranger was con- 
fidtred as a facred debt, which was often repaid 

^tcr 
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BOOK after the lipfc of fc^cr.M centuries, by the defeend- 
. ants ornhe perfon who had been the objeftof it; 

''"^nnd who, upon his return into his own countr), 
took a delight tn repeating the fa\ours he Iiad re- 
ceived, the remembrance of whicli wasconftanily 
prtferved inhisfamil). 

Thene affcCling inflanccs of humamry have 
decreafed, in proportion as the intcrcourfc be- 
tween nations Inth been facilitated Induftnous, 
capacious, end intcrefted men, have formed, in 
all parts, fcttlcments, where the traveller alights, 
where he commands, and where he difpofea cf 
all the conveniences of life as if he were at 
home The maftcr, or the landlord, of the fioufe, 
is neither his bcncfailor, his brother, nor his 
friend, he is only his upper fcrvint. The gold 
that he fpends at his houfe, comics him to treat 
hts hod as he choofes , he cares not for your re- 
fpei^ but for your money, i WJicn you quit his 
houfe, he thinks nomorciof >ou, nor do you 
recolleil him, any farther thanas^ou have been 
^either difpleafcd or fatisficd with him Hofpi- 
taliiy, that facred virtue which is extinguifhed 
amongd all nations, where civilization and focnl 
jnditutions have made any progrefs, is no longer 
found but among the tavages , and more particu- 
larly in the Brazils than in any other country 
Far from ibewmg that indiHercnce or weaknefs 
which makes us thun the dead, And makes us un- 
willing to fpeik of them, or to remain m the 
places that might recall their image to our minds , 
the Brazilians beheld their dead wuh tender emo- 
tions, recounted their exploits with comp’acency, 
and celebrated their \ irtues v/ith tranfport They 
were buried upright m a round grave , and if the 
deceafed was the head of a family, his plumes, 
?his necklaces, and his arms were interred with 
, - him 
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him When a dan removed to another place, BOOK 
which often happened, merely for the fike of . 
changing, every family fixed Ibme rernarkabls 
ftones oNcrthe gra\cs of their moft refpeftablc 
relations, and they never approached thofe monu- 
ments of grief, without breaking out into dread- 
ful outcries, not unlike the Ihonts with which 
they made the air refound when they were going 
to battle 

Motives of intercftor ambition never prompt- 
ed the Brazilians to war The defire of avenging 
their relations or fnends, vvasalwajs the occalion 
of their moft fanguinary contefts Their chiefs, 
or rather their qniors, were old men, who de 
termmed the commencement of hoftilmes, gave 
the fignal for marching, and exerted themlelvcs 
dunng the march, in repeated exprellions of im- 
placable hatred Sometimes, even the march 
of the army was fufpended to liften to thefe pilH- 
onate harangues, that lafted for many hours This 
cuftom makes thofe long fpccches we meet with 
in Homer, and m the Roman hiftonans, oppear 
more probable, but m thofe da)s, the noi(e of 
the artillery did not drown the voices of the ge- 
nerals 

The combatants were armed with a club of 
ebon) fix feet long, one foot broad, and an mdi 
thick Their bows and arrows were of the fame 
wood Their inftrumcnts of martial mufic were 
flutes made of the bones of ilicir enemies They 
were ns well calculated to mipire courage, as our 
drums, which ftifle our fenfe of danger, and as 
our trumpets, which give ihe fignal, and, per- 
haps, the fear of death Their generals were ilic 
foldiers who had difliogmflicd tnemfclvcs moft in 
former wars 

I ME firft attack was never made op-nl), 
bu bjth armies endeavoured to tike the ad- 
vantage 
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BOOK vantage of a furprifal. Their courage feldom 
IX. confided in maintaining their ground. The am- 
bilion of the Brazilians was to make a great 
many prifoners, which were flain and eaten with 
folcmnity. During the fead» the old men ex- 
horted the young to become intrepid warriors, 
that they might often procure ihemfelves fuch 
. .an honourable rcpalL This inclination for hu- 
man flefh'Was never (b prevalent as to induce the 
Brazilians to devour fuch of their enemies as had 
fallen in battle-, they only ate thofe who had been 
taken alive. , i - 
The treatment of prilbners of war hath varied 
according to the degree of perfeftion human rea- 
fon hath gradually attained. The- mod civilized 
nations ranfom them, exchange or redorc them 
at the conclufion of a war. Nations, that are not 
yer completely civilized, claim them as their pro- 
perty, and make them flaves. The common ra- 
vages mafiacre them without putting them to 
torture. The mod favage people of alJ,- torture, 
kill, and eat them. This is their execrable law 
of nations. - 

This anthropophagy hath long been confidered 
as a chimera in the opinion of fbmc feeptical per- 
fons. They could not conceive, that any na- 
tion could have been reduced to the cruel necef- 
iliy of feeding upon iheir fcllovv-creatures, to fa- 
tisfy their own warns-, and dill lefs could they 
fuppofe, that any thing, except -an abiblute pri- 
vation of every fuppori of life, could have indue- ' 
ed man to commit lb atrocious a deed. Since 
the doubts of the mod incredulous have been re- 
moved by a great number of fails, by tedimo- 
j nies of higher authority, and by more authentic 
. accounts, fomc pbilofbphers have attempted to 
Judify this pradice of feveral favage rations. 

They 
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They ha\e ftill cxclaime<l vviib vehemence ngamft BOOK 
the barbaniy of llie fovereigns, who, lo (aiisfy IX 
ihcir own capnce, Cent their unfortunate fubjcdls '-‘"v-*— » 
to the flaughter-houfe of war “But thej have ima- 
gined that It was a matter of indifference, whe- 
ther their carcafes were devoured by men, or by 
birds 

PErnAPS, indeed, this cuffom hath not m it- 
felF any thing criminal, any thing tliat is repug- 
nant to morality but how pernicious would be 
ihc confcquenccs anfing from n> When man is 
once authorized to cat the ficffi of man, if the taffe 
of U Ihould fuit his palate, nothing will remain, 
but to make the fteam of blood grateful to the 
noftrils of the tyrant Let us, then, form an 
idea of thefe two phocnomcna, ccnerally prevail- 
ing on the face of the globe, and let us fix our e) cs 
upon the human fpecies, if we can poHiWy bear 
the fight 

Iv the Brazils the heads of the enemies flam 
in ailion, or facnficed after the engagement, 
were very carefully preferved, and flievvn with 
oncniauon to all ffrangers, os monuments of 
valour and viAory The heroes of thofe favage 
nations bore their exploits iroprintcd on their 
limbs, bj incifions whidi infurcd them refpeft 
The more they were disfigured, the greater was 
their glorj . 

Such manners had not difpofcd the Brazilians Afcenaart 
to fubmit patiently to the yoke that was intended 
to be impofed upon them but what could theorenhe 

ravages oppo/e to the srms and di/ciplme of 

rope? A confiderablc number of them had fub 
muted, when, in 1549> the court of Lilbonthepor- 
thought proper to fend over a gov emor, to regu 
late an eftablifliment which till then had been left ex nwee 
to the fury and the evpnees of a fee of banditti 
Thomas dc Soufa, indeed, by building San Sal-”*®*^ 

V ador. 
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BOO K-vador, gave a center to the colony, but the ho- 
. nouroF reftonng it to any kind of tranquillity 

referved to the Jcfuits who attended Inn? 
Thofe intrepid men, who have always been 
prompted by motives of religion or of ambition 
to undertake great aflions, difperfed themfelves 
among the Indians Such of thefe milTionaries as 
were murdered from hatred to the Portuguefe 
name, were immediately replaced by others, who 
v/ere infpired with none but fentimentsof peace 
and charity This magnanimity confounded the 
barbarians, v/ho had never had any idea of for- 
givenefs By degrees they began to place (bme 
confidence in men who feemed to feek them only 
v/ith a view of making them happy Their at- 
tachment to the mifiionaries grew into a pafiion- 
ate fondnefs When a Jefuit was expelled in one 
of their nations, the young people flocked to 
meet him, concealing themfelves m tlie woods 
along the road As he drew near, they fallied 
forth, played upon their pipes, beat their drums, 
danced, and made the air refound with joyful 
fongs, and, mi word omitted nothing that could 
exprefe their fatisfailion At the entrance of the 
village, the old men and chief inhabitants were 
aflemblcd, who cxprefTcd as much joy, but with 
more fedatenefs A hule further on, flood 
women and young girls, m a rcfpcflful pof- 
lure fliitable to their fex Then they all joined, 
and conducted their father m triumph to th* place 
where they were nflcmbled There he inflrufted 
them in the fundamental doftrincs of religion, 
exhorted them to n r^ularity of manners, to a 
1q\ e of yifljjc.-., fA div.u-.y-, ia ao. a)i 

1 orrerce for human blood, after which h* bap 
iizcd them 

As thefe mintonancs were too few in number to 
tranfaft all the buflnefs ihemfclN es, they frequently 

deputed 



- IN THE EAST AND WEST-INDIES. - 331 

;deputed fome of the^moft intelligent Indians in g o o K. 
their Head. .Thefe men, proud of fo glorious an ix. 
office, diftributed hatchets, knives, and looking- 
glades among the favages they met with, and re- 
prefented the Portuguefe as a harmlefs, humane, 
and good fort of people. They never returned 
/rom their excurfions without bringing with them 
fome of the Brazilians, who followed them ^from 
motives of curiofity. When tholp favages had 
once feen the Jefuiis, it was with difficulty that 
they ever quitted' them. When they returned 
home, it was to invite their families and friends 
to come and (hare their happinefs, and to difplay 
the prefents they had received. 

I If any one fhould doubt thefe happy cffe<5ts of 
'kindneft and humanity over fevage nations, let 
.him only compare the progrefs the Jefuita have 
made, in a very fliort time, in South America, 

.with what the forces and navy of Spain and Por- 
tugal have not been able to effed in tlic fpace of 
two centuries. , While multitudes of foldiers 
■were employed in changing two great and civi- 
lized empires into deferts inhabited by roving fa- 
Vages, a few miffionarlcs have changed little wan- 
dering clans into fevcral great and civilized na- 
^tions. If thefe ailive and courageous men had 
been Icfs infcdlcd with the fpirit of the church 
of Rome } if, when formed into a fociety in the 
.moll intriguing and corrupt court in Europe, 

■they had not infinuated iherofelves into other 
courts to infiiicnce ail political events; if they 
had not difguAed, by their fpitit of intoleration, 
all moderate perfons, and all the .tribunals by 
their paflion for defpotifm; if on outrageous zeal 
for religion had not made them the fccrct ene- 
mies to the piogrcfs of knowledge, and the perfe- 
ciitors of philolbphy ; if they had emplojcd as 
much art in making themfclves beloved, as they 
1 did 
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B o O K did in making tlicmrdves feared » if they Had 
IX. .been asjcaloiisof mcreaHng the fpiendourof their 
focicty, as of augmenting it’s power ; if the chiefs 
of the order had not made an ill ufc of tlie very 
\irtncs of their members} the Old and New 
World would fllll have reaped the advantage of 
the occupations of a fti of men, who might have 
been made urcfii!, had they been prevented from 
being neceflary; and the cigluccnih century 
would not have bad caufc to be afhamed of the 
enormities that have attended the fupprelTion of 
tlie focicty. * The whole univerfc would Continue 
to be fertilized by iheir labours, and by their 
undertakings. ‘ ’ ’ 

The Brazilians had too much caufeof hatred 
againd the Europeans, not to miflrud their kind* 
nefs ; but their ctiHidence was in feme meafure re- 
moved by a fingle aCk oHullice. 

The Portuguefe had formed <he fetilemcnt of 
Sc. Vmcent'on iheftacoad, in the 24th degree 
of foulh latitude. ^ There they traded peaaably 
with the Cariges, the milded and mod civilized 
nation in all the Brazils The advantages they 
reaped from this connexion could not redrain 
them from fcizing upon feventy men to rnake 
flaves of them. The perfon who had commuted 
the offence was condemned to car^ the prifoners 
back to the place from whence he had taken 
them, and to make the proper cxcufes for fo hei- 
nous an infulr. Two Jefuiis, who were appointed 
’to dlfpofe the Indians to accept this fatlsfaftion, 
xvhich would never have been offered but at their 
'defire, 'gave notice of it to Farancaha, the mod 
7 jn»7. 'zK V/a Tft/J/Wj. Va 'cwr/tT/cAVs. 
meet them, and embracing* them with tears of 
joy? ** Fathers,” fatd he, " we confent to for- 
get all that is paft, and to enter into a freffi 
alliance with the Portugucfei but let them 
- 2 fof 
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“ for the future be more moderate, and morcn o O K 
“ obfervam of the rights of nations. Our attach- , 

“ ment entitles- us at lead to equitable pro-'“”-*^^ 
ccedings. We are called barbarians, yet we 
“ rcfped judicc and our frlendsi.** The mifliona- 
rics having, engaged that for the future their 
nation fliould more rcltgioufly obfcrve the laws of 
peace and unity, Farancaha proceeded thus: “ If 
“ you doubt the faith of the Cariges, I will give 
you a proof of it. 1 have a nephew for whom 
“ I have a great affcdlion ; he is the hope of my 
“ family, and the comfort of his mother *, (he 
would die with grief tf flic were to lofe lier Ibn. 

“ Yet I will deliver him to you as a hoflage. 

Take him along with you, cultivate his young 
mind, take care of his education, and mftrudl: 

“ him in your religion. Let his manners be gentle 
“ and pure. I hope, when you return, you will 
“ inflruid me alfo, and enlighten my mind.’^ 

Many of the Cariges followed bis example, and 
fent their children to St. Vincent’s for education. 


The Jefuits were too artful not to take great ad- 
vantage of this event ; but ii does not appear that 
they ever had any intention to 'deceive the Indians 
by inculcating flibraiffion. Avarice had not yet 
pofreircd the minds of thefe mifllonarics; and the 
mlercft they had at court, fccured fufficient refpedt 
in the colony, to make the fituation of their con- 
verts a fortunate one. 

This time of tranquillity was improved For 
fome years paft, fugar plants had been’tranfplant- 
cd from Madeira to Brazil, where ^the climate and 
the foil were found favourable to this rich produce. 
TTie cufture of u was at lirfl very fnconlTdcrabfe * 
but no fboner was the flrcngih of the Nc|;roes fub- 
flituted to the languid labours of the Indians, to- 
wards the year 1570, than it received an increafe. 
This progrefs was growing daily more confidera* 
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BOO Kb!c, bcctufc this protlufllon, which had been hf- 
^ > the»o only of ufc in medicinC} bccanic more anJ^ 
more an article of luxury. 

Imiptlon This profpefiiy, which was \ifib!e In all the 
Frenth ^larkcts of Europc, excited the cupidity of the 
into the French. They attempted to form three or four 
BraiUj. fcitlcmcnls at l^razll. Their levity would nor 
fuficr them to wait the ufually fiow' progrels of 
new undertakings ^ and merely from Inconfiancy 
and impitience, they gave up profpcfls that were 
fuliicient to have encouraged any, except fuch 
volatile minds, that are as eafily difeouraged as 
they arc ready to undertake. The only valuable 
monument we have of their fnilticfs incurfions, is 
a dialogue, which more particularly Oicws 'the’ 
natural good fenfe of the lavages, as it is tvritlen 
with that fimpliciry of (lyle which diflinguifhed 
the French language two liundred years ago ; a 
fimplicity in which there were graces we cannot 
flill but regret. 

“ The Brazilians,*' fays Lcry, ofie 6f the inter- 
locutors, being very much aftoniflicd to fee the 
French take fuch pains to get their wood, one 
“ of their old men once afleed me iliis queflion : 
“ What can be the reafon that yovt Frenchmen 
“ come fo far to get wood for firing? Is there 
“ none in your own country ? 'To which I an- 
“ fwered, Yes, and a great deal too, but not 
“ fuch as their’s, which we did nbt btirn as hd 
“ thought ;'but as th^ themfelves ufed it to dye 
“ their firings and their feathers, our people em- 
“ ployed It alfo in dying. He replied, Well, but 
“ do you want fo great a quantity? Yes, faid 
“ I j for in our country there are Ibme merclianrs 
** who have more rugs and fcarlet cloths than 
you ever faw In this counly ; one bfthefe will 
“ buy feveral cargoes of' this wood I la ha! 

** fays the favage, thou telleft me wonders. -Then 
“ paufing 
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*'■ paufing upon tihat I had been telling him, n O o K 
hefaid, But this very rich man ihou tnlkeft . ^ 
“ of, IS he never to die? Yes, jes, faid 1, ns 
“ well as others Upon which, as they are great; 

“ talkers, he allied me again , So then, when he 
is dead, to whom does all the wealth he leaves 
“ belong? Ic goes, Pud 1, to his children, or 
** if he hath none, to his brothers, lifters, or next 
** of kin Truly, fajs the old man, now 1 fee 
“ that )OU Frenchmen arc great fools , formufl: 

“ you work lb hard, and crols the Tea to heap 
“ riches for them that come after you, as if the 
“ earth that hath fed you was not fuffictent to 
feed them hkewife We have children and re- 
** lalions whom wc love, as thou lecft , but as wc 
** are fure that, after our death, the earth that hath 
“ provided for our fubfiftcnce, will equally pro- 
** vide for iheir’s, we arc fatished ’ 

This mode of rcafoning, fo naiunl to favages, 
whom nature hath exempted ftom ambition, 
fo foreign to civilized nations, who have expe iheUra 
ricnccd all the ill effeils of luxury and avarice***^* 
made no great impreffion on the I rcnch They 
could not wnhftand the temptation of riches, 
which i)) the mantimc nations in Europe thirfted 
after at tint time The Dutch, who were become 
republicans by chance, and rocrchanls from ne- 
cdHt), were more pericvcring and more fucce/s* 
fill than the French m their attempts on the Bra- 
zils The mtion they bad to contend with was 
not more confidcrable Unn their own, and, m 
imuaiion of them, was preparing to (hake ofF the 
^oke of Spain^ though they IliU fubmiitcd to that 
of a regal government 

All hiftoncal accounts are full of the afls of 
ijranny and cruelty that excited the Low countries 
to rile againft Pliilip 11 The richeft provinces 
were iclamcd, or brought back urdcr the jc’ e of 

a ran- 
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BOOKS tyrannies! government, while the pooreft, that 
^ were in A manner funk under water, found means, 

human exertion?, to fccure their in- 
dependence. When their liberty w.is firmly efta- 
bhOied, they attacked their.cncmy upon the rc- 
moteR-i^as, on the Indus, on t!te Ganges, and as 
far ns the Moluccas, which made a part of the 
Spanifh dominions, ’fince Portugal had been in-> 
eluded in them. The truce of 1609 gave time to 
that enterprifing and fortunate republic to bring 
her new prqjeds to maturity. Thefe defigns were 
manifened in 1621, by the cflabliOimcnt of a 
Weft India Company, from which the lame Aic- 
cefs was expelled in Africa and America,. tliat 
were botli comprifed in the charter, as the Eaft- 
India company had experienced in Alia. Tlie 
operations of the new fbciety began by ilie attack 
of Brazil. 

Paecautioms had been taken to procure the 
neceilary informations. Some Dutch ftiips had 
ventured thither, in dcftance of the Jaw that pro- 
hibited the admittance of any ftrangers. As they 
greatly underfold, according to the cuftom of their 
country, the commodities that came from Spam, 
they met with a favourable reception. .At their 
return, the contraband traders reported, that the 
country was in a kind of anarchy ; that foreign 
dominion had ftifled m the people the love of their 
country ? that fcif-iniereft had corrupted their 
minds } that the Ibldicrs were "turned merchants; . 
that they had fotgotten the firft principles of war, 
and that whoever fhould appear there with a com- ^ 
petent force, would infallibly furmount the trifling 
obftacles that might be oppofed to the conqueft of, 
that wealthy region. 

Thf company committed this undertaking to 
Jacob Willekins, in 1624. He went direflly to - 
the capital. San Salvador riirrcndcred at fight of 
. ■* '* the 
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the Dutch fleer, and the reft of the province, al-B O o K 
though* it was the moll extcnfivc and moft po- . 
pulous of the colony, made little more refift. '■ 
ancc. 

This was a terrible misfortune, but it did not 
give any pain to the Spanith council. Since that 
crown had fubdued Portugal, they did not find 
the people- as fubmifliie as they wifhed them to 
be. A dlfaflcr which might render them more 
dependent, appeared to be a great advantage ; 
and their minifters congratulated themfclvcs, up- 
on having at length found an opportunity of ag- 
gravating the yoke of their defpoiirm. 

Phiup, without entertaining more equitable 
ideas, or more clciated fcntiments, thought that 
the majefty of the throne required of him fome 
outward appearance of decency. Accordlnglv,he 
wrote to the Portuguefe of the firft rank, cjchort- 
ing them to make fuch generous efforts as the 
prefent exigencies required. This they were al- 
ready inclined to. Self-intereft, pattiotifm, the 
defire of throwing a damp upon the joy of their 
tyrants ; all concurred to quicken their alacrity. 

The monied men lavifiicd their tiearuTcs » otheis 
raifed troops-, all were eager to enter into the 
fervice. In three months time twenty-fix fhips 
were fitted out, which failed in the beginning of 
the year 1626, company with thofe trom 
Spain, which the tardinefs and policy of that na- 
tion had made them wait fof much too long. 

The archbilhop of San Salvador, Michael de 
Tcxcira, had prepared matters fb as to facilitate 
their fuccefs. That martial prelate, at the liead 
of 1 500 men, had at fiiftftopped the progrefs of 
the enemy. He had infuked, harafled, beaten, 
drii en, inclofed and blocked them up in the tow n. 

The Dutch, reduced by burger, fatigue, and 
want, compelled the governor to futrender to the 

VoL. III. Z troops 
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n O o Kiroops which the fleet Had landed on their arrival, 
and they were all c.iTried to Europe 

The fucceftof the company by Tea, made them 
amends for this Joft. 'Whenever their /hips came 
into port they were vidlotlons, and loaded with the 
fpoils of the Spaniards and Portuguefc. Tliey 
were fo prorperous ns to give umbrage even to the 
rowers moft intcrefled in tire welfare of Holland, 
Tiie ocean was coxcred with tfjcir fleers. Their 
admirals endeavoured, by ufcful exploits, to pre- 
fcTVC tlieir confidence. Tlic fubaliern officers 
afpired to promotion, by feconding the valour 
and fldll of their commanders. The fbldiers and 
fiilors fought with unparalleled ardour, and no- 
thing could dilcouragc thofe refolnte and intrepid 
men. The fatigues of the fea, ficknefs, and re- 
peated engagements, all feemed to inure iliem to 
war, and to increafe their emulation. The com- 
pany encouraged this ufeful fpirir, by frequently 
diflribuiing rewards. Exclufive of their psy, the 
failors vxcrc allowed to carry on a private trade, 
which was a great encouragement, and procured 
a conflant fupply of men. By tliis wife regula- 
tion, their intcreft was fo immediately connected 
with that of their employers, that they wifhed to 
be always in adlion. They' never flruck to the 
enemy, nor ever failed to attack thetr /hips with 
that degree of flcill, intrepidity,' and perfeverance, 
'which, muft infurc viClory. In the courfeof thir- 
teen years, the company fitted out eight hundred 
fhips, which coft ninety miltioiis*. They took 
five hundred and forty five’ of the enemy’s Jhips, 
-which with the ^jods on ' board, fold for 
180,000,000 Iivrcsf. The dividend w’as never 
below twenty per cent, and often role to fifty'. 
This profperuy, which was entirely owen*to the 

♦3.7Se,oooU * '+ 5,500,0001, 


war, 
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war, enabled the company to make a fecond at-® ^ 
tack upon the Brazils. . v— y-^ 

Their admiral, Henry Lonk, arrived, in the 
beginning of the year 1630, with forty-fix men of 
war, on the coaft of Fernambucca, one of the 
largeft provinces in thofc parts, and the beft for- 
tified. He reduced it after feveral obflinatCiCn- 
gagemenf^ in which he was always viflorious. 

The troops he left behind, fubdued the neigh- 
bouring countries, in the years 1633, 1634, and 
‘1635. This was tlie moft cultivated part of 
Brazil, and confcqucntly that whiclt afforded moft 
commodities. 

The company were lo elated with the -acquifi- 
*tion of this wealth, which flowed to Amfterdam 


inflead of Lifoon, that they determined upon the 
conqueft of all the Brazils, and intrufted Maurice 
of Nafiau with the conduft of that enterprife. 
-That general readied the place of his deftinaiion 
in the beginning of the year 1637. He found 
the foldicrs fo well difciplincd, the commanders 
.fuch experienced men, and fo much rcadinefs in 
all to engage, that he direflly took the field. He 
was fucccllivcly oppofed by Albuquerque, Ban- 
jola, Lewis Rocca de Borgia, and the Brazilian 
Cameron, the idol of his people, palTionatciy fond 
of the Portuguefe, brave, aflive, cunning, and 
who wanted no qualification neceflary for a genc- 
lal, but to have learned the art of war under 


able commanders. Tbefc fcvcral chiefs exerted 


their uimoft efforts to defend the polTcIIions that 
were under their prote^lion ; but their cndca- 
,vouvs proved Ineffctfual.i The Dutch completed 
the conqueft of all the coafts extending from San 
Salvador to the Amazon. , t 

It was in thefe circumftances that an c'd-Coh- 
quenc Jefuit named Anthony Vieira, pronounc- P 
.ed, m one of the churches of Bahia, 'the moft^cre 
Z 2 vche- 
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B o o iwchement and moft cxtriQrdm'irj difcourfe that 
^ . hath perhaps ever been heard in a Chnflian pulpir, 

preichfr The fingulsrity of this fermon will probably plead 
t pon the niy cxcu(e for the long cxiraft I am going to give 

fuccefsof 
a heretic 

lation ViHRA took fof liis tcxt that part or the 
pfalms, where the prophet, addrclTing himfclf to 
God, exclaims, ** Awake, O Lord , wherefore 
** haft iliou flept? Wherefore haft thou turned 
“ thy countenance from us? Wherefore haft tliou 
forgotten our mifcry and our tnbuhiion ? 
** Awake and come to our fuccour Think on 
* the glory of thy name, and ra% c us ” 

It is in thefc words full of pious firmnefs 
** and of Tcligious boldneft , it is thus,’* fanh the 
oraror, that the king pr^her, proteftmg ra 
“ ther than praying addreneth himfelf to God 
The times and circumftances are the fame , 
“ and I may alfo venture to fay, Awake, where- 
“ fore haft thou flept > * 

Vieira repeated his text, and, after having 
ftiewn the conformity between the misfortunes 
of ihe Ifraelites and the Portuguefe, he adds, 
“ It IS not, therefore, to the people that my dif 
** courle this day ftiall be addrefted My voice 
** and my words ftiall be employed upon a higher 
** theme I afpire, at tins loftant, to penetrate 
“ even into the breaft oF the Divinity This is 
■“ the laft day of the fortnight which>is deftined, 
in all the churches of the mother country, to 
“ prayer before the facred altars and fince this 
day IS the laft, it is proper to have recourfc 
“ to the foie and laft remedy The preachers 
of the gofpel have in vam endeavoured to 
“ lead you to repentance Since ye have been 
“ deaf, fince they have not converted you, it 
“ IS thou, O Lor^ whom I will contert , and al- 
- “ though 
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ihoxigb we are ihe fimiers, it is thou who fhaliB O O K. 
repent. . 

“ When the children of Ifradhad committed 
the crime in the defert, «in worfhipping the 
‘ golden calf, thou didft rc\*eal their fault to 
‘ Mofes, and thou didft add, in thy wrath, that 
^ thou wouldft annihilate thofc ungrateful people. 

‘ Mofes faid unto thee. Why doth thy wrath wax 

* hot againft thy people ? Before thou punifheft, 

‘ confidcr hat is proper for thee to do. Shall 
‘ the Egyptians accufc thee of having taken them 
‘ out ox flavery for mifchief, and to flay them in 
‘ the mountains f Reflcil on the glory of thy 
‘ name. 

** Such was the rcaloning made life of by Mo- 

* fes, and fuch lhall be mine. Thou didft repent 
“ thee of the defign which thou hadft formed. 

Thou art ftiU the fame; and my arguments are 
ftronger than thofe of the Jcwifli legiflaior. 

“ They will have the fame effect upon thee . and 
if thou haft taken the Tcfoluuon to deftroy us, 

“ thou wilt repent of it. Thou c.inft not be 
“ ignorant that the heretic, inflated with the 
“ fuccefs which thou haft given him, hath al- 
ready faid, that it is to the falfuy of our wor- 
fliip he owes thy proteilion and his vidloncs. 

** And what doft thou think the Gentiles that 
** furround us, the Talapoutn, who is yet uu- 
“ acquainted with thee, the i*iconftani Indian, 
and the ignorant and ftupid Egyptian, but juft 
wjflicd with the waters of baptifm, will think 
** of this? Are the people capable of ftarch- 
ing into, and of adoring the depth of thy 
** judgmciMs ? Anle, theremre, and if thou haft 
** any care of thy glory, fufler not that arguments 
“ againft our faith Ihould be drawn from our de- 
feats Awake, and let the ftorms which have 
** difpcrfcd our fleets difperfc ihofc of our com- 
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BOOK** men enemy. I ct the pcflHcnce, and the difcafes^ 
, ** which have wafted our armies, bring dcPriiifti-' 

“ on among their*s;'and fince the councils of men 
“ are fruftrated at thy pleaftire, let darknefs and’ 
“ confufion prevail in tlieir's. 

“ Joshua was more holy and more patient 
“ than we are ; yet his language was not dif- 
“ ferent from mine, ond the circnmftance was 
much lefs important. ' He crolTcd the Jordan, 
“ 'he attacked the city of Ai, and his troops were 
“ difperfed,' Htslofswas moderate, and yet be- 
“ hold Iiim rending his clothes, falling upon the 
“ earth, giving way to the moft bitter complaints, 
** ard exclaiming : Wberefore hafi tbou brought us 
“ ffver ordan to deliver us into the bands of the 
** jimmomiet ? And 1, when the intereft of an im- 
** meufe people, and in a vaft extent of country, 
** are concerned, (hall I not exclaim, Haft thou 
• ** given usthefe regions merely to deprive us of 

tliem again? If tbou didft diftgn them for 
“ the Dutch, why didft thou not invite them 
“ while they were yet uncultivated ? Ha^ the he- 
“ retie rendered thee fuch great fcrvtces, and are 
\vc fo vile in thine eyes, that thou fliouldft 
“ have drawn us from our country, merely to 
clear their lands for ,thcm, to build their ci- 
“ ties, and to enrich them with our labours ^ Is 
“ this the indemnity which thou haft fixed upon 
“ in thine heart, for fo many men flaughtered 
“ upon the earth, or loft in the waters ? Yet 
“ it it be thy will, it muft be fo. But I per- 
“ ccive that thofewhom thou rejedteft, and whom 
“ thou doft opprefs lo-day, thou wilt fearch for in 

“ Job, when crulhed with misfortunes, expof- 
tulated with thee. Thou doft not expeft that 
“ we ftiould be more infonfible than he was. He 
“ fatd to thee. Since tbou baji refolved upni my de-- 
“ JlruCliotti 
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Jiru^tou^ compute thy uork , htl mcy and anmlt B O o k 
lateme / ut thou Jbah fetk me jn tl e tnormnz gjd , . 

“ 1 JhaU not be Tlou Jbalt Jind Sibeans^ Chaldeans, 

“ and hlafpbemers oj tly name , but Jcb, thy faithful 
“ who taor/Ltppelb dee, util m mote he 
“ found 

** I wiLi. fay to thee, O Lord, with Job, burn, 

“ dcftroy, and confume us nil but one day, but 
“ in the mornng, thou Ihalt fcck for Portngnefc, 

“ and thou fltalc feck m vain Will Holland 
“ furnilh thee, nt thy cnll, uuh apoftolic con 
“ querors, who, nt the ri(k of their lives, will 
“ convey over the face of the whole globe the 
“ ftanaard of thecrofs? Will Holland efttblifh 
** a feminnry of apoftolic preachers, wiio will be 
“ ready, for the intereft of thy faith, to fpill theif 
“ blood in barbarous regions? Will Holland 
“ raife temples that arc agreeable to iliee ? Will 
** it conftrudt altars upon which thou wilt de 
** feend ? Will It confccratc true minifiers to 
“ tlice? Will it offer up to thee die great lacn 
“ fice? Will It worfhip thee in a manner worthy 
‘‘ of thee? Yes — the wotflup thou wilt receive 
“ from her, will be the fame as that which fhe 
“ pradlifeth daily at Amfterdam, at Middlebourg, 

“ at Flc/fing, and in the other diftrjds of thofe 
“ damp and cold infernal regions 

“ 1 KNOW well, O Lord, that the propig-uion 
“ of thy faith, and the intcrefts of thyglor), do 
not depend upon us , and that if tlicrc were no 
“ men, thy power animating the ftoiies might 
raife up children to Abraliam But I alfo 
“ know, that fince the tunc of Adam, thou hilt 
“ not created any mortals of a new fpccies, tl it 
“ thou doft piakc ufe of thofe thatexitl, and tint 
“ thou doft adroit ro thy deffgns thofe that ire 
“ lefs good, only m default of the belter \\ it 
nefs the parable of the fcaft, hrm^ tn the blind 

“ and 
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B O 9 K“ and the lame. Such is tlie proceeding of Pro- 
. vidence, and wilt thou reverre it at prcfcnt? 

“ We have been invited, nnd we Iiavc not rcruf- 
“ cd to come to the fitad, and yet thon doll pre- 
fer tons the blind and the lame, Lutherans suid 
Calvinifts, blind in the faith, and lame in their 
“ works ! 

“ If uebefo unfortunate, as that the Dutcli 
‘‘ fliould make themfehes maAcrs of Brazil, the 
circumftancc that I will reprefent to thee, with 
all humility, but with great carncRneft, is, that 
’ thou wculdft coiifidcr well before the execu- 
tion of thy decree. Weigh vviih attention 
** wliat may be the confcquenccof itj andrcfleifl 
** while there is ftiU time for it. If thou art to 
“ repent, ^ it is better that thou fliouldft do it 
** at prefent, than when the evil fiiall be witliouc 
** remedy. Thou perceiveft the fcope of my ar- 
“ gumenr,and the reafbns, deduced from thine own 
conduft, for the remonilrance I make to thee. 
** Before the time of the deluge, thou wert alfb 
“ much incenfed againfl mankind. In vain did 
Noah addrefs his prayers to thee during-a cen- 
tury. Thou didft perfift in thine anger, and the 
** catarads of the heavens were at length burfi-, 
** and the waters role above the fummits of the 
mountains , The whole e.irih was overflown,’ 
and thy jufticc was fatisfic’d. But three days 
“ after this, when the bodies floated upon the 
waters, when thine eyes beheld the multitude 
“ of livid carcafo, when the furface of the Tea 
prefented to thee the raofl meJjnclioly and the 
“ mofl: hideous fight that had ever aflliftcd the 
atsseUc vrhat was the coafequence ? 

“ affefled with the fight, as if thou hadft not 
“ forefeen it, thy bouels were moved with an- 
gnilh. Thou didft repent of having made the 
world. Thou tjidft regret the paft, and didft 
* I “ take 
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tiVc rcfblutions for the future Since fuch 
** tliy difpofmon, why <lofl thou rot fpirc th)* 
fclf, in fpanng us? Why doft thou perfift in 
“ thy prefent wrath, if it be afterwards to cx^ 
“ cue thy murmurs, and if thy mere) is to be 
afTcdcd by the decrees of thyjuUicc? Reflect 
upon It before thou doft begin, and confidcr 
the confcqucnces of the new deluge thou hafl 
“ defigned to produce Let me be allowed to 
“ reprefent them to thee. 

“ Let ua fuppofe Bahia and the reft of Brazil 
“ arc become the prey of the Dutch Behold 
“ them entering into the city with tlie fur) of 
** conquerors, and wiili the rage of heretics 
“ Behold that neither age nor lex arc fpared, 
“ Behold the blood ftrcaming on all fides. Be- 
** hold the guilty, the innocent, the women and 
** the children, all put to (he fword, and mal^ 
“ facted one upon another Behold the tears of 
“ the virgin*, who weep for the injury they 
have fuffered Behold the old men draraed 
** by their hair Liften to the mixed cries of the. 
“ monks and of the pricfts, who embrace thmc 
“ altars, and who lift up their hands unto thee 
Even thou, ih)fclF, O Lord’ wilt not cfcape 
“ their violence Yes — thou wilt partake of 
u The heretics a\ill force the gates of 
“ th) temples The hoft, which is thine own 
“ proper body, will be trampled under foot 
“ The vafes that ha\c been fill^with thy blood, 
“ will ferre for noting and drupkennefs Thine 
altars will be thrown down Thy images will 
* be torn to pieces Sacnltgious hands will be 
“ laid upon thy mother ' 

** That theie infults ftiould be offered to thee, 
and that thou (houldft fufter them, is not a 
matter of aftonifhment to me, Jince thou haft; 
formerly fuffered others ftill more cruel but 
“ ihy 
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book“ thy mother! .0! where is. filial piety? Didft 
IX. i« thou not deprive Hofea of life, for having 
touched the ark? Didfl^thou not wither the 
arm that Jeroboam* had raifed-againft a pro- 
“ phetj and yet the heretics have thoufandsof 
“ arms for more atrocious deeds? Thou didfi: 

dethrone, and didfl: caufe Balfhazzar to ,die; 
“.for having drunk out of facred vcffels, although 
“ thy blood had not been corifecrated in them ; 
“ and yet thou doft (pare the heretic, and there 
** are not two fingers and a thumb to trace upon 
“ the wall the fentcnce of their death. 

“ In a word, O Lord, when thy temples arc 
“ fpoiled, thine altars demolifhed, thy religion 
V extinft in -Brazil, and thy worftiip annihilated, 
“ when thegrafs fhall grow upon the avenues to 
** thy churches, Chriftmas Day fhalj come round 
and no one (hall recoiled the day of thy birth. 
“ Lent, and the holy week fhall come round, 
“ and yet the myfteries of thy paflion (hall not 
“ be celebrated. The ftones of our ftreets (ball 
“ cry our, “as the frones did in the (blitary/rreets 
“ of Jerulafcm. There will be no morepriefts, 
“ no more facrifices, no more facraments. He- 
“ tefy will arife in the pulpit of truth; and, the 
“ children of the Portuguefe will be tainted with 
falfe dodtrines. The children trf my audience 
“ will be alked, .httle hoys wbat is your religion ? 
“ and they will anfwcr, we are Cahinijis. And 
“ yov, httle girls, vsbat tsyoiir’s? and they will 
“ anfwer, toe are Lutberam. Then thou wilt be 
“ moved with coropaflion and repent ; but if thy 
repentance be to be awakened, why doft thou 
not prevent it f . . 

“-Buttell me,'what glory canft thou find ' in 
** deftroying a- nation, and in caufing it to be 
“ fupplantcd by another? This is a power thou 
** didft formerly intruft to a mean Jiihabitant 
1 “ of 
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** of Anfitbo,’ Tu -panilhing ‘us, thou doflB o o s. 

triumph over the weak ; in pardoning us, thou 
“ doft triumph , oyer thyfelf. Be merciful for 
“ thine own 'glory, and for the honour of' thy 
** name. Let ' not thy wrath be prolonged for 
“ ever, nor even for one day. Thou wilt not 
“ fuffer that the fun fhould fit upon our anger • 

** and yet how often hath it riot rifen; how often 
“ hath it not fet upon thine? Doft thou require 
“ from us a moderation thou doft not poflefs? 

“'Doft thou give us the precept without the cx- 
“ ample ? 

“ Forgive us, O Lord! and put an end to our 
“ misfortunes. Holy Vii^in, intercede Tor us- 
“ intreat thy fon •, lay thy commands upon him. 

“ If he be angred with our offences, tcJl him ' 

“ that he muft forgive them, as it is enjoined us 
“ by his law to forgive thole who have offended 
“ us.” 

, We know not whether the Lord Hftcned to 
this apoferophe of the orator Vieira; but a little 
while after the conqueft, the Dutch were inter- 
rupted by a revolution which all nations wifficd 
for, and which none had forcrccn, • ’ 

The Portuguefe had never enjoyed happy limes 
fince they had 'fubmitted to the Spanifli yoke in 
1581. Philip 11 . an avaricious,' cruel, defpotici 
defigning and falfe prince, had endeavoured to 
vilify them; but concealed his intentions under 
honourable pretences. His fon, who loo clofely 
followed his maxims, and thought -it better to 
reign over a ruined nation than to be indebted to 
thc'good-wifl of the people for their fubmitllon, 
had fufiered them to be deprived of a muhitude 
of conquefts, which had proved a fource of 
riches, power, and glory to them,' and ‘which 
they had acquired by much effufion of blood. 

The fuccefibr of that weak prince, who had ftitl 
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Kiefs undci’flanding than his father, openly and 
contrmptuoufly attacked their admmiftration,* 
their ‘ privileges, their manners, and all that 
they were moft attached to. At the inftiga- 
tion of Olivarez, lit wanted to provoke them to 
revolt, that he might acquire the right of plun- 
dering them. ‘ 

These repeated outrages uhifed all the Portu- 
guefe, whom Spain had been labouring to divide. 
A confpiracy, that Jiad been forming for three 
year', with incredible fccrccy, broke out on the 
third of December 1 6|0. Philip IV. was igno- 
minioully banifhed, and the Duke of Braginza 
was placed on the throne of his anceftors. The 
example of the capital was followed by the whole 
kingdom, and by all that remained of the fettle- 
ments formed in happier times in Afia, Africa, 
and America. No blood was fhed on this great 
revolution, except that of Michael Vafconcellos, 
the bafe and vile inftrumeni of tyranny. ' 

‘The new king united his Intereftsand his re- 
fentments with thofeof thePnglifh, the French, 
and all the enemies of Spain. On the z^d of 
June 1641, he in particular concluded an ofTen- 
five and defcnfivc-alliancc with the united Pro- 
vinces for Europe, and a ten years truce for the 
Eaft and Weft Indies Naflau was immediately 
recalled with moft of the troops, and the govern- 
ment of the Dutch pofleffions in Brazil was given 
to Hamel, a merchant of Amfterdam ; to Ballis, 
a goldfmiih of Haarlem , and to Bulleftraar, 
a carpenter of Middleburgh. The decifion of 
all affairs was to be referred to this council ; 
and tliefe were now fuppofed to be confined to 
the carrying on of a great and advantageovis 
trade,' , - 

^ A CONSIDERABLE obftacle fruftnted their 
hopes. The lands belonged to the Portuguefc, 

who 
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. who had remained under the government of ilieB O o K 
republic. Some of them had never ccqulred . 
fufficient means to form rich plantations ; and 
others had lolh their fortunes by the calamities 
which are infcparable from W'ar, As fcon as 
this inability was known in Europe,' the monied 
men in the United Provinces, haflcned to fend 
the funds neceflary for the- carrying on of all the 
labours which it waspoHible to underrakc. ^The 
face of affairs was foon changed in thofe r^ons, 
every th*irg feemed animated with new life ; bur 
edifices too magnificent were ereilcd, an infinite 
number of flavcs'ptrifhed by a contagious difor- 
der i and exccfiive luxury' was generally prevailing. 

Thefc faults and misfortunes dtfablcd the debtors 
from fulfilling their engagements. In order not 
to lofe all their credit, they* were imprudent 
enongli to borrow money at three and four/vr 
rjKt. per month, -This abford condaft fooniren- 
dered them iofolventj and the . prifons were 
filled wiili unfortunate or guilty perfons. The 
Company were obliged to rake the debts upon 
thcmlelves, in order to*prefcrvc this bcauiifn! 
fetilcment from total ruin; but. they required 
.that the cultivators fhould mve up the entire price 
of their productions, ’till all the debts fiiouldbe 
liquidated. ‘ ' . 

Before this arrangement, the agents for the 
monopoly had > fuficred the fortifications to fall 
into ruin ; they had foldthc arms, and ihcammu- 
r.iiion : they had permitted every foldier who 
wasdefirousof it, to return, to the niocher-coun- 
trv;., * -Tbia cnnd^ifi. bad. anjjihdated. the. 
firength, and had induced the Poniigucfc to 
hope that they might throw^off a foreign yoke. 

The ftipulation, which deprived them of all the 
comforts of life, to which they were accufiomed, 
'determined them to hallen the revolution. • 


The 
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BOOK The boldcft of them united in 1645, to take 

, their revenge : their dcfimi was, to mafiacre all 

the Dutch \vho had any (hare in the government, 
at an entertainment in the midft of the capital of 
Femambucca, and then to attack the. people, 
v;ho, fufpefting no danger, would be unprepared. 
The plot was difcovercd, but the confpirators had 
time to get out of the town, and retire to a place 
of fafety. i 

, Their chief was a Portuguefe of obfeure birth, 
named Juan Fernandez de Viera. Frorri a com- 
■mon fervant he had rifcn to be an agent, and af- 
terwards a merchant. His abilities had enabled 
him. to acquire a large fortune; his probity had 
gained him univerfa! confidence; and his getiero- 
liiy had made him an infinite number of friends, 
who were inviolably attached to his intcreft. He 
was not difeouraged by the difappointroear he had 
juft met with; but .he ventured, without the con- 
fent or fupporc of government, to commence hof- 
tilities. . • I * 

His name, his virtues, and his prqjefls, aflcm- 
bled the Brazilians, the Portuguefe foldicrs, and 
even the colonills about him. ‘ He infpired them 
with his confidence, his adlivity, and his courage. 
They attended him in battle, crowded about his 
perfon, and were determined to conquer or to 
die with him. He triumphed, but did not 
allow himfelf to llumber over his vidlor/es, or 
give the enemy tiroc'to recover. Some checks 
he met with in the cojrfe of his fuccefTes, only 
ferved to'difplay ihefirmnefs of his foul, the ex- 
tent of his genius, and the elevation of his mind. 
He afiumed a threatening afpeft even after a 
misfortune, and appeared ftiU more formidable 
by his perfeverance than by his intrepidity. He 
fpread fuch terror among his enemies, that they 
dared no longer keep the fields Ac this period 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 

of his glory, Viera received orders not to pro-B 
ceed. 

Since the truce, the Dutch had Cetzed upon 
fome places in Africa and Afia, which they ob- 
ftinatcly rcFufcd to reflore. Tjie court of Lilbon, 
intent upon matters of greater importance, had 
-not been able to do ihemfelvcs jufticc • but their 
prefent Inability had not Icflened their refentment. 
In this diipolltion, they had rgoiced to fee the 
republic attacked in Brazil ; and had even clan- 
deftinely encouraged thole who l^ad begun the 
hoftilities. As they conftantly difavowed tbefe 
proceedings, and declared, both in Europe and 
America, that they would one day punilTi the 
authors of the difturbances, the Company ima- 
gined they would foon fubfidc} but their avarice, 
which had been too long amuled v/ith falfe and 
frivolous proteftations, was at length roufed, 
John IV.-being informed that confiderable arma- 
ments were preparing in Holland, and fearing to 
be drawn into a war which he wilhed to avoid, 
exerted himfclf in* eamefl: to pul an end to the 
hollilities in the Brazils. 

Viera, who had no refourcefor the compleitoa 
of his deCgns, but in his fortune^ his intcreft, 
and his abilides, did not even deliberate whether 
he Ihould obey. “ If the king,” laid he, “ were 
tut informed of our zeal and our fuccelsr, and 
“ acquainted with his own ioiercft ; far fromdif- 
“ arming us, he would encourage us to purfue 
** our undertaking, and would fupport us v?ith all 
his power.” Then, left the ardor of his com- 
po.oions Shi>i}ld ahatr, he dwezRW.'wd to hafies his 
operations; and they continued to be crowned 
with filch fuccefs, that with the afliftance of Ba- 
ictto, Vidal, and feme other Portuguefe, who 
were able and willitig to ferve 'tlieir country, he 
completed the ruin of the Dutch. The few of 

ihcfe 
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liOOKtliefe republicans who cfcaped 'the fwor 3 and 
. . niine, evacuated Brazil, in confequcnce of a capi- 
tulation figned the 28th of January 1654. 

What changes are produced in the opinions 
of men! Thefe events (eem no more to us, and' 
are, ia fail, no more tlian the confequences of 
fome political, moral, or natural caufes ; and the, 
orator Vieira appears no more to ns than an elc* 
garit cnthufiaft. But let us carry our imagina-^ 
tions back to the times of the Hebrews, when 
they had feminartes of infpired men ; to thofe^of 
the Greeks, when people reforted to Delphos 
from all parts of the world- to thofeof the Ro- 
mans, who never dared to undertake any confi- 
derablc enterprife, without having 'presioufly 
confulted the entrails- of the viftims, and the 
facred fowls j and to the times of our anceftors, 
at the period of the cnifades: let us imagine a 
prophet, a witch, an augur, or a St. Bernard, in 
the room of Vieira, and the revolution in the 
Bra2ils will indantly appear miraculous; it vlll 
appear as if God, moved by the facred boldrcfs 
of an extraordinary pcrlbn, had fent an avenger to 
the opprcfTcd nation. ‘ 

The peace, concluded three months after be- 
tween England and the United Provinces, feemed 
to put the latter in a condition to recover a valu- 
able poflenion, .which they had loft by an ill- 
judged parfimony, and by an unfortunate con- 
currence of circumftanccs, but both the republic 
and the company fruftraied the general expccTta- 
tion ; and the treaty, which put an end to the 
dtvifions between the two powers in 1661, fc- 
cured to Porru^aJ JJhe JbJe aF the 

Braiil', in conhdetaiion of eight millions of h- 
vres •, which that crown engaged to pay to the 
United Provinces, either in money or goods. 

• e*. 8-1. 


Thu* 
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' Thus did the Dutch part with a conqueft thatB o o K > 
might have become the richeft of all the Euro-, 
pcan colonies, and would ,havc given the republic^"'"''’'"^* 
a degree of importance it could never acquire 
from It’s own territory. But, in order to keep it, 
the government ought to have undertaken the , 
adminillration and defence of it; and to make it 
profper, it fhould have enjoyed full liberty. With 
thefc precautions, Brazil would have been preferv- 
cd, and would have enriched the nation, inftcad 
of ruining, the company. .Unfortunately, it was 
not yet known that the .only way to make lands 
ureful in America was to clear them, and that this 
could not be done with fuccel^ unlels a free trade 
w'ere opened to all the inhabitants under the proiec* 
tion of government. . . , 

No foonerwere the Portuguefe entirely freed, Siwatii 
by a firm treaty, from an enemy by whom they 
had beenfo, often conouered, and To often hum*Bu»r«'m 
bled, than they applied themfclves to give fome'^e®'** 
Aability to their. polTdllon, and to increafe 
riches. ^Unfortunately, feme of the fieps taken espeiied 
in order to. promote and infiire profpeniy, bore*^®*^'^’ 
the marks of ignorance and prejudice; but ihey 
were ftill much fuperlor to any thing that had 
been praifiifcd before this memorable era. 

"While the court of Lifbon was* engaged in 
regulating the interior concerns of the colony, 
fomcof thcmoftadliic fulycflsof Portugal were 
devifmg, the means of extending it. They ad- 
vanced to the fouth towards the river of Plata, 
and to the north as far as that of the Amazons. 

The Spaniards Teemed to be in poUcirion of both 
thefe rivers. The Portuguefe were determined to 
drive themawa), or to fiiare die navigation with 
them. 

Thl river of the Amazons, fo famous for ihcsml«- 
Icngth of it*s ccuife ; that crcai vaflal of ihcfca,™'«of 
. ygL.m. Ai 
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to winch It jjrmCT the tribute it bath recdivcd 
from fo niany of it’s own vafials, fcems to be 
ptoduccd by innumerable torrents that rulh down 
from the eaft fide of the Andes, and unite in a 
fpacious plain, to form that immcnfe river. Yet 
the common opinion is, that it comes from the 
lake Launcocha, as from a refervoir of the Cor- 
dcleirias fituated in the diRnft of Guanuco, thirty 
leagues diftint from Lima, about the i j ih de- 
gree of fouth latitude In it’s progrefi of a 
thoufand or eleven hundred leagues, it receives 
the waters of a prodigious number of rivers, fome 
of whicli come from far, and are very broad and 
deep It IS mteffperfed with an infinite number 
ot idands, that are too often overflowed to admit 
of culture It falls into the ocean under the line, 
and 18 there Bfty leagues broad. 

The mouth of this nverrvas fir/t dilcovered irt 
1 «;oo by Vincent Pinfon, one of the companions 
of Columbus, and it’s fuurce is thought to have 
been found out by Gonzalo Pizarro m 15^8 His 
lieutenant Orellana embarked on this river, and 
failed from one end to the other of at He was 
obliged to fight his way along, and to engage 
with many nations, who obftruQed his navi- 
gation with their canoes, and poured fhowers of 
arrows upon him from the fliore It was cer- 
tainly at this time that the fight of favages with- 
out beards, 'is arc all the American nation*, 
flruck the lively imaginations of the Spaniards, 
and fuggefled the idea of an army of female war- 
riors , this mufl: have induced the commanding 
officer to change the name of that river, which 
aVw .Ma.trgitvntV .'f Ah? 

river of the Amazons, which name it retains to 
this diy 

It might appear a matter of aflonifhment, that 
the difcovcry of America had not fuggefted any 
• “ miraculous 
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miraculous ftories to the imagination of ihc Spa-B o o K 
niards, of a people who indeed never poflefed . 
the delicacy ot tafte, the fenfibihty nor the graces 
that were allotted to the Greeks, but whom na- 
ture had indemnified for the want of thefe quali- 
ties, by^ giving them a haughtinefe of charafter, 
an elevation ot foul, and an imagination as fertile, 
and more ardent, than fhe had befiowed on any" 
other nation. ; ‘ 

The Greeks never travelled, cither in or be- 
yond the precinftsof their narrow territory, with- 
out meeting with fomethmg marvellous On the 
fummit of the Pmdas they law Apollo, furround- 
cd with the Nine Mufes They heard the caverns 
of Lemnos refound wuh the hammers of the Cy* 
clops They faftened Prometheus to the top of 
Caucafus They crufhed the giants under a weight 
of mountains If ^tna roared, and vomited tor- 
rents of fiame, this was afcribed to the labours of 
Typhoeus. The plains and Forefts of the Greeks 
were peopled with fatyrs and fauns, at whofe 
dances, there was not one of their poets who had 
not allifted, while an entirely new lyllcm of 
nature did not excite any new idea m the minds 
of the Spaniards They were neither afFefled with 
the variety of the plants and animals, nor with 
the pifturefqiie manners of a race oF men till 
that time unknown What then could engage 
their attention ^ Slaughter, carna^, and plun- 
der. The learch for gold, which kept them 
bent towards the foot of the mountains, reduced 
them'' to the pofiure, and to the flupidity Of 
brutes 

As early as the times of Hercules and Thefeus, 
the Greeks had imagined the exiftcnce of a nation 
of Amazons With this fable they embclhlhed 
ihehifioryof all their heroes, not excepting that 
of Alexander, and the Spaniards, infatuated with 
A a a this 
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K this’ dream of antiquityt transferred^-it to the 
New World. We can ^fcarcc find a more pro-» 
bable origin of the opinion they eftabh/hed both 
in Europe and America, of a republic of female 
warriors adlually exifling, who did not live in 
focicly with men, and only admitted them once 
a year, for the purposes of procreation. ‘ To give 
the more credit to this romantic ftory, it was re- 
ported, not without reafon thar the women, in 
America were all lb unhappy, and were treated 
withfuch contempt and inhumanity,. that many 
of them had agreed to lhake off the.yoke of their 
tyrants. It was further faid, that being accuftom- 
cd to follow, the men into the forefts, and to carry 
their protifionsand bag^ge when they went out 
‘ko fight or to hunt, they muft neceflarily have been 
inured to hardfhlps, and rendered capable of form* 
ing fo bold a refotution. ' . » 

But if is abfiird to imagine that women, who 
had fo' fixed an averfion for men, would ever con- 
fenc to become mothers; nor is it likely that the 
men would go in quell oT iheir wives, when they 
had made their Jives infiipporrabJe at home, and 
always turned them away 05 Toon as they had no 
more.occafion for them. .Much lefs can u be 
fiippofcd that the Ibftcr and more compafnonaic 
*fcx would expofc or llrangle their own children 
becaufc they were boys; ‘and coolly and dclibe- 
* rately agree to commit fiich enormities as none 
would be guilty of, but a, few individuals uiged 
, by rage and defpair. Neither could an ariflocraii- 
^ cal or democraiiuil republic, which it requires 
abilities to govern, be ruled by a fenateof women; 
though a' monarchical or’dcfpotic flare, in which it 
is only ncccfiary to command, bath been, and may 
Hill be, fwayed by a female. ’ ’ . . 

X.CT us confidcr die vv eaknefs of organization 
in women; their clmoft conflant valetudinarian 
* ' > ' fiaie; 
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''ftate ; ihetr natural pufiltanimuj , th6 fevtsrity ofD 0 O K 
'the labours required in a focial ftate, in nines of . ^ 
peace or war, their abhorrence of blood,' their 
fear of dangers , and let us then endeavour to re- 
concile all ihefc circnmftanccs wiili the poffibiliiy 
of a remate republic ^ 

If fbme (Irange prejudices have been able tb 
form focietics of both fekes amongfl us, <vho live 
feptratc, notwithflanding that natural attradlioh 
^which was intended to' unite them, u is not con- 
Yiftent with the nature’ of things that chance 
fiiould have p'^oduced a haiionof men ti'itlioul wo- 
men, and ftill kfs a nation of women w iihoui men 
Certain it is, that fince tIuS political conflitiiiion 
hath been talked of, mfiniiepams have been taken 
to find tt* out, but no traces of it could ever be 
difcovercd This fingular prodigy, therefore, wilf 
be like many others, which^rcahvajsruppolcd lo 
cxift, though we know not where 
« Whatever ‘may be the cafe with regard to 
this circumftancfe of the Amitons, the voyage of 
Orellana excited more cunofiiy than it procured 
information An opportunity of faiisfying it did 
not occur for fome time, on account of the civit 
wars that difiurbed Peru , but when tranquillity 
was refiored, Pedro d’Orfua, a gentleman of Na- 
Varre, difiinguilhed by h»s wildom and courage, 
offered the viceroy, in 1560, to refume that na- 
vigation He fet out from Culco with feven 
hundred men Thefc fanguimry people, inve- 
terate enemies to all worthy perfons, roaffacred 
ihetr chief, who was a man of good morals, and 
attached to order and rcgulanty. They fet up at 
ihcirhcad, with the title of King, a native ofBif- 
cay, of a ferocious difpofilion, whnfe name waS 
Lopez d’ Aguirre, and whoiprbmifcd them all the 
treafures’ of the New World 


Intox’- 
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BOOK lNToxiCATED«Wtthfuch flattering hopes,' thcfe 
IX. barbarians failed down the river Amazon into the 
ocean, and landing at Trinidad, murdered the go* 
A’ernor, and plundered the ' ifland. The coafls of 
Cumana, Caraccas, and St. Martha were flill more 
feverely treated, becaufe they were richer** 'They 
.then penetrated into New'Granada, and -were ad* 
•vancing to-Quito and -into the ‘interior part of 
'Peru, where every thing was to be -deftroycd by 
fire and fword. A body of • troops, hallily allcm- 
bled, , attacked thefe ^ dcfperate men; beat and 
difperfcd , them.' D* Aguirre, feeing no way to 
efcape, marked his defpair by an atrocious a£t. 

My 'child,” fatd he, to his* only daughter, who 
attended him in liis expeditions, “ I thought to 
.** have placed thee, upon a throne, biifthe event 
’** hath not anfwcred-my expcdtatlon, -My'ho- 
nour .and 'thine own’will not, permit thee to 
“ live,_ and to be a Have to our enemies; f die, 
'therefore,' by a* father’s hand.’-' -Saying ’this, 
''he inftantly (hot- her, through the. body, and then 
.put an end to her life, by plunging* a dagger in- 
.to her heart. : After this unnatural aft, his urcngih 
•failed, 5 . and he was taken r prifbrtcr, drawn and 
quartered.. \ i ^ , ' J i } 

‘AETEa thefe unfortunate events, thejiiver of 
.the Amazons was’ entirely ncglefted, and was to^ 
tally forgotten for half n centurj'. &roc attempts 
'Were afterwards made to refume the difcovcry of 

• it, but they were ill-concerted and no better cxe- 
-xniicd. The honour of conquering thefe difUcul- 

• tics, and of acquiring a ufcful knowledge of that 
-great river, -was referved to the Portuguefe. 

' That nation, which Aill retained fome remains 
of her former vigour,' had, fome years before, 
built a town at ibe entrance of the river, which 
^ was called Eclem. Pedro Texeira failed from tliis 
' place in 1638, and with a great number of canoes, 

full 
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full of Indians and Tortugucfc, .went up tlie river BOOK 
•of the Amazons, asfaras ilicmouthof the Napo, 

■and then up the Napo,-’ which brought him almoft 
to Quito, where he .arrived by land. Notwith- 
ftandingihe enmity' fubfifting between the Spa* 
niardsand Portuguefc, though fulyeiSls of the fame 
mailer, Texeira was received with that regard, 

'cllcem, and confidence, which were due to a man 
who was doing n fignal fcrvicc.* .He returned in 
company with d'AcUghna and d’Ariieda, .two 
/learned Jefuiis, who were commiflioncd to verify 
dlls obfervations, and to make others. An accu* 

.rate account of thefe two fucccfsful -voyages was 
,fcnt to the court of Madrid, where it gave rife to 
a very extraordinary project. 1 , < , / • 

' The communication between the Spanilh co- 
domes had long been found very difficult, Some 
•pirates, who were at enmity with them, infcllcd 
the North and South Teas, and intercepted their 
navigation. Even thofe of their flilps which.had 
got to the Havannah, and jjomcd^others, were not 
pcrfe^lly fafe. The galleons were freqncnily at- 
/tacked and taken by whole fquadrons, and always 
“•purfued by privateers, wholcldom failed to carry 
off the ftraggling velRls that were parted from the 
convoy, either by ftormy'vveather, or by failing 
' more flowiy than the reft. The Amazon river 
feemed as if ic would obviate all ilicfe difficulties. 

It was thought pofiiblc, and even an eafy matter, 
to convey ihuher the trcafurcs of New Granada, 
Popayan, Quito, Peru, -.and Chih itfeJf, by navi- 
gable rivers, or at a finall cxpcnce by land It was 
thought that coming down the river, they would 
find The galleons ready in the harbour of Para to 
receive them. The fleet from Brazil would then 
have joined, and . confcquently ftrengihened the 
fleet, from SpainO They would then have failed 
with great fccurity in latitudes hiilc known and 
s, j‘tUe 
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BOO K little frequented, nnd would have arrived In Eir- 
^ , rope at Icaft: wiili a formidable appearance • or* 
might really have been irt a condition to furmount 
any obllacles they might have met vv nh The re- 
volution which placed the Duke of Braganzaon 
the throne, pul an end td thefe important projects 
Eacli of the iwonaiions was then only intent upon 
ftcuring toitfclf that part of the river \vhi6h bell 
fuited It's own fituation. 

The Spanilh Jefuits undertook to fet up a mif- 
flon in the country I3 mg beiv/een the banks of the 
Amazon and of the Napo, as far as to the conHux 
of both thefe rivers Every milhomry, attended 
only by one man, took wnh him hatchets, kniv«, 
needles, and all kinds of iron tools, and pene- 
trated into the thickeft of ilie forefts There they 
fpem whole months in climbing up the trees, 'to 
fee if (hey could difeover fome hut, perceive any 
fmoke, or hear the found ^of any drum or fife. 
When they were oflured that fome fivages were m 
the neighbourhood, they advanced towards them. 
Moft ot them fied, cfpecially if they were at war. 
Thoic whrm the mifiionaries could come within 
reach of were cafily bribed by fuch prefents as their 
Ignorance made them fet a value upon. This was 
all the eloquence they bad in their power, or all 
they had any occafion to employ 

When they had aflcmblcd a few families, they 
led them to tht place they had fixed upon to form 
a village The favages were not eafily prevailed 
upon to take up tbcir abode there. As they were 
tiled to rove about, they found it an unfupport- 
able hardJhip to remain always m the fame phee. 
The flatc of independence in which they had 
lived, they thought preferab'e to the focial life 
tliar was recommended to them and their unenn- 
qtierable averfion for labour, lilduced (hem Conti- 
nually 10 return to the forefis, where they had 
. - I paired 
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pafTcd their lives m idlcnels Even ihbfe whoB o O K 
* were rcftraincd by the authority or the paternal^ 
kindnefs of their legiflaior, (eldom failed to 
perfe in his abfence, though ever fo Iliort But 
his death at lad occafion^ a total fubverfion of 
the feitlement 

It is impofliblc that any reader who rcfle^ls, 
fhould not be defirous of knowing what flrange 
infatuation can induce an individual, who enjoys 
■*311 the conveniences of life m his own country, 

‘to undertake the laborious and unfortunate func- 
tion of a miffionary , to quit his fcllow-citizcns^ his 
friends, and his relations, tocrols the fea, in order 
to bury himfelf in the midftof forefts, toexpofe 
hirafelf to all the horrors of the mod extreme mi- 
fery, to run the rilk, atetcrydep, cither of he- 
wing devoured by wild beads, or mallacred by ra- 
vages , to fettle in the midd of them , to contorm 
himfelf to their manners, to fliare their indigence 
and their fatigues , to be expofed to their pallions, 
or caprices, for at lead as long a time as is requir- 
ed to learn their language, and to make Inmfelf 
underdood by them ? t 

• If this conduct be afenbed to the enthufiafm 
of religion, what more powerful motive can be 
imagined ? If to refpeft for the vows of obe- 
dience taken to fuperiors, who have a right to or- 
der them to go any where, and who cannot be 
afked the reafon for tbofe orders, without com- 
mitting the crime of peijory and apodac), what 
good, or what evil, is it not m the power of hy- 
pocritical or 'imbitious maders to do, who com- 
mand fo abfolutcly, and who are fo fervilely 
'obeyed? If it be the effedl of a deep fenfe of 
cdmpaflion for a part of the human fpecics, whom 
It IS intended to refeue from a date of ignor ince, 
duptdity, and milery', what virtue cm be more 
heroic? ‘With refpedt to ihecondancy with winch 
,th£fc exiraoidinary men psrfcvcre in fo difgudful 

an 
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BOOKfln iindcnaking; 1 flionld have imagined,* that 
IX. by living fo long among ilie favagcs, they mould 
'■'“'''^havc become lavages, ihcmfclvcs : but I ihould 
have been deceived in this* conjcdlure. • It is, 
on the contrary, one of the moft laudable of hu« 
man vanities that fuppons them in their career. 

- ** .My friend,*’ faid once to me an. old mlfTiona- 
ry, who had lived thirty years in the midfl of the 
forefts, and who, fince he liad returned into his 
own country, had fallen into a profound rnclan*' 
choly, and was for ever regretting his beloved fa- 
vagcs i ** My friend (faid lie); you know not what 
It is to be the king, almoft even the God, of -a 
“ number of men, who owe to you the fraall por- 
“ tion of happineft they enjoy { and who are ever 
** aflidiious in alTuring you of their gratitude. ^Af* 
ter .they ‘'have been ranging through immenfe 
forcRs, they return,' overcome with faiiguejind 
t** inanition } if .they have only killed one piece of 
“ game, for whom do you luppofc it to be In,- 
“ tended ? < It is for the Father , for it is thus 
“ they cnll.us: and indeed they arc really our 
“ children. ■ Tneir diftcnfions are fufpended arour 
“ appearance. - A fovereicn does not reft in greater 
fafety in the midft of his guards, than we do 
“ifiirrounded by our ravages. It is among them 
that I will go and end my days.” .1 
. With ‘this perfevenng fpint, the jefuits had 
conquered, upon the Amazon, obflaclcs appa- 
.•tenily insincible. Their million, which began 
.in 1637, confifted, in 1766, of len'thoufand in- 
. habitants, who were diftribuied in thirty-fix vil- 
-lagesj'twelve^of which .were fijuated .along the 
Napo, >and twenty-four on the banks of the Ama- 
zon. They were from two, to ten, fifteen;. or 
fometimes twenty days journey diftanc from one 
.another. In molt of the villages lived people be- 
longing to feveral natiorls, who were all obflinate- 

... « ly 
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ly attached to their cuftotns, and to tiieir manners, book 
and could never be brought to confider themrelves ^ 
as members of the fame community. The efforts 
that were made to extend this fcttlemem w ere not, 
nor could they be fucce&ful. r • ’ . 

Thb women of this part of America arc not 
fruitful, and their barrennefs increafes, uhen they 
remove from one place to another. The men are 
of a feeble habit, and the ciillom they liave of 
'bathing conftantly, by no means comribiites to iit- 
creafe their ftreneth. -The climate is not healthy, 
and contagious diftempers are frequent. It hath 
never been pbllible, and probably never will be, to 
infpire the favages with an inclination for agriciil- 
•turc. Their chtef ‘delight is in fifhing and hunt- 
ing, amuftments \\hich are by no means favoura- 
ble to the incrcafe of population. In a country which 
is almofl all under water, thergare few convenient 
lituations to form a fettlemcnt upon. Moll of them 
arc at fo great a diflancc from each other, that 
they cannot poinbfy furmfh any mutual aflillance. 

The nations which one might cndc^\onr to Incor- 
•poratc arc alfo too far feparated ; moll of them 
arc intrenched in inaccclTiblc places, and are fo m- 
confiderablc, that they often confift only of five or 
fix families. 

' Of all the Indians the Jefuits had colleflcd, and 
whom they governed, none were Jb lifelefsorfo 
incapable of being animated as ihefe. Every mlf- 
fionary was obliged to put himlclf at their bead, 
m order to make them pick up the cocoa, v anilla, 
and farfapanlla, that nature plentifully offers them, 

.and which are Tent every year to Quito, three hun- 
dred leagues that they may be bartered for 
articles of pnmary neceffity. Their whole pro- 
perty TOnfiflsof a hut, open on all Tides, made of 
a few 'ofiers, and covered on the top with palm- 
leaves, a few implements of huibandry, a lance, 

bo .vs 
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Booitbov.s and arrows for ljuntmgi fifliing lacklc, a 
^ tcntt a hammock, and a canoc. It Iiatli not been 
^"'‘'"‘^poniblc to infpirc them with dcfircs bepnd ihcfe. 
They are fo well ^tis/ied with what tncj* poffe^, 
that they wiOr for nothing more ; they live uncon- 
cerned, and die without tear. They may be faid 
to be Iiappy, if happinefs conHft more in an ex- 
emption horn the uncaly fenfation that attends 
want, than in the multiplicity of erjoyments that 
our wonts require. 

' Tjiis infant ftatc, the oOrpring of religion clone, 
hath been hitherto of no fcr^icc to Spam, and it 
<an l/ardly be cxpcdled it cver/hould. However 
the government of Maynas, with it’s. cap'*al 
Boga, have been formed there. Thedeftroyersof 
America liavc never thought of cftabliniing any 
fcitlement in a countiy where there are no mines, 
nor any of tholPrich comnioditics which fo 
powerfully allured their covetournefs; but this 
Conner) haili fometimes attradlcd the neighbour- 
ing fax ages. 

While fomc miflionaries were cflablifhing the 
authority of the court of Madrid on the banks of 
the Amazon, others were doing the fame fcrvice 
to the tourr of Lifbon. Six or feven days jpur- 
nc) below ihc (ettlements of Sr. Jgnacio de Pevas, 
the laft under the jorifdiQion of Spam, is St. Paul, 
the firft of the numerous villages formed by the 
Poriugucfe, at a very great diRance from each 
other, on the banks of the largeft river, and on 
thofe of the fmall ones that fall into it. - 

' Ip the Maynas were at liberty to form oinnec- 
tions with thefe rieighbours, they might acquire 
by this intercourfe' tome- conveniences that^they 
cannot be Jupphed with from Quito, being Tc- 
parated from that place by the Curdeleinas, which 
cut ofF the communication more cfTedlually than 
tmmcnic fcas woqld do. * This indulgence of go- 
• vernment 
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Ycrnment might perhaps be prodiiflive of confi- book 
derable advantages ; and, poflibly, both Spain and ix. 
Portugal,' though rival '|X)wcrs, might be 
that it would be for their mutual inicrcft to extend 
it. It is well known that the province of Quito 
is poor, for want of an opportunity of difpohng 
of the overplus of ihofe very commodities that 
are not to be had at Para. The two provinces 
mutually affifting each other by means of the Napo 
and of the Ama2on, would rife to a degree of 
profperiiy they could never attain without this in- 
tercourfe. The mother-countries would in rime 
reap great advantages from it, and it could never 
be prejudicial to them, becaufc Quito can never 
purchafe whai is fent from Europe to America, 
and Para confumes nothing but what Lifbon ob- 
tains from foreign countries. But national anef- 
pathies, and the Jealoufies of crowned heads, 
are attended with the fame effects as the palTions- 
and prejudices of men in private hfe. One un- 
forturilte incident is fulTtcient to divide families 
and nations for ever, whole greateft intcrefi: it is 
.to love and nlTill one another, and to promote the 
general good. The (pint of hatred and revenge 
will rather induce men to fubrnit to fuffer than not 
be gratified. Thofc pafiions are conftantly kept 
up by the mutual injuries and the effufion of blood 
they occafion. How different is man in the ftaic 
of nature from man corrupied-by focietjj TJjc 
latter amply deferves all the misfortunes he brings 
uponhimlclf. , , 

. It is a circumflance wc have left realbn than 
ever to expedt, that any kind of confidence can 
iAec/feiiWPred rn fiVcit cmnrmrtfsi bceacctt (ifc eaxt 
European nations that arc in pofitflion of them. 

It hath been for a long time fufpedled, that the 
river Amazon and the Oroonoko, communicated 
with 'each other by means of the Black River, 

1 where 
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BOOK where the court of Lifbon hath (everal Icttlcments. 
. ^^‘^. This circumftancc, which had been To long a 
matter of contcfl, was dcmonflratcd in 1744, by 
lome Porftigucfc boats, which having /ef our from 
one of thcle nvera, filled Into the other. Tliis 
produced a new fourcc of jeahoCyt to which the 
two mlniftcrs ought to have pot a ftop, when 
their attention was engaged in fettling the differ- 
ences which had too often ftained the river Plata 
with blood. 

ThePor- Thb Portuguefc; wlio liad appeared upon this 
great river Toon after’ the Spaniards, were 'not 
fo’rmfet- long before they forgot it.* They did not come’ 
tiements there again till thc year 1 553, when they got as 
«rPiaia. Buenos-Ayres, and took pofleffion of- the 

Their dtf- northern coaft of the ' provinces. T/iis ail bad 
not been attended with any confequences, when the 
Aceom- court of Llfbon ordered, m 1680, that the colony 
»ocUrion*'of St. Sacrament fhould beeflabhihed precifelyat 
the^tw® extremity of the territory which they thought 
powen. belonged to them. This claim appeared the 
Spaniards lo'be ill-founded} and they defiroyed 
thefe rifing walls without much difficulty. ' 
Violent contcfls immediately arofe between 
the tw o powers. ‘ Spain proved that the New Colo- 
ny was placed in the fpace allotted to her, by the 
boundary marked by the Popes. The Portuguefe 
did not deny this aflronomical truth, but they 
maintained, that this agreement was annulled by 
later arrangements, and in a more particular man- 
ner by the treaty of 1 668, which put a flop to hof- 
tilitie?, and rcrilcd the fate of the two nations. It 
was concluded in 1681, after a multitude of con- 
teRs, that' the Portuguefe fliould again be put in 
pofieHion of the port they had occupied ; ffut that 
the inhabitants of Buenos-Ayres, as well as they, 
fhould ha\e the eiyoyment of all the difputed 
domains 

The 
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The war beiween the two crowns, in the begin- B o o K 
ningof the century, broke off this provifional agree- . 
menr, and in the year 1705 the Portuguefe were- 
again driven out of St. Sacrament j but were rein- 
ftated in the pofTeffion of it by the peace of Utrecht. 

This treaty granted them even more than they had 
ever had, fince it infured to them cxclufively the 
whole territory of the colony. 

- At that period a conftderablc fmuggling trade 
was begun, between the Portuguefc fcttlcment of 
St. Sacramenf, and that of the Spaniards at Bue- 
nos-Ayres, in which all parts of the Brazils and of 
Peru, and'cven fome merchants of the mother- 
countries, were more or left concerned. 

The court of Madrid Toon perceived that the 
ireafurcs of the New World were conveyed into 
another channel. In order to bring them back 
again, they did not think of any more certain me- 
thod. than that of limiting, as much as pofTible, 
the flaple of thefc fraudulent conncdlions. Their 
minifters aflerted, that the places under the domi- 
nion of the Portuguefc ought not to be extended 
beyond cannon-lhot j and they caufed all the north- 
ern coaftof thePlata, from the mouth of that great 
river, to the fettlemcnt which occafioned them fuch 
terrible alarms, to be filled up with flocks, fheep- 
folds, • and with the villages of Maldonado and 
Montevideo, and contrived other known methods 
of occupying this intermediate fpace. 

These unforefeen enterprifes revived cverlafling 
^nimofittes, which had been for a fhort time ful- 
pended by their commercial connexions Thefc 
neighbouring people carried on a clandefline war 
with one another. The two nations were upon the 
brink of an open rupture, when, in 1750, a treaty 
was propofed, which appeared likely to fettle the 
differences between thefc two monarchies. By this 
treaty, the Portuguefc exchanged the colony of 

St. 
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DOOicSi Sacramenr, and it’s territory, for the fewn 
milTions formerly eflablifhed on the eaftern coaft 
the Uruguay i 

It was nccelfary tint this treaty (hould be cxc* 
cuted m America , and this was not an ea(y mat-> 
ter The Jcfiuts, who from their carlieft origin 
had opened to themfclves a fecret road todomi-i 
nion, might have ol^c£ted to the difmcmbcring of 
an empire which owed its cxiftcnce to their la- 
bours Ind<.pcfidcnt of this great mtereft, they 
might have thought ihemfelves rcfponfiblc for the 
felicity of a docile let of people, who, by throwing 
themielves in their arms, had tntruHed them with 
the care of their future welfare Befides, the 
Guaranis had not been conquered , and therefore, 
when they fubmitted to Spam, they did not give 
that crown the right of alienating them from their 
dominion , without having refledled on the incon- 
te(\ible rights of nations, they might imagine that 
It belonged to them alone to determine what was 
conducue to their bappmefs The horror the/j 
were well known to cntcriam for the Portuguefc 
yoke, was equally capable of leading them aftray, 
or of enlightening them So critical a fituniion re- 
quired the greatell precautions, and they were at- 
tended to 

Thp forces which the two powers had fent 
from Europe, and thole which amid be aflem- 
bled in the New World, united themfclves in 
order to furmount the obftacles that were fore- 
feen, but thefe preparations, did not terrify the 
people that were the olyeCt of them Although 
the feven c-ded colonies were not alTiftcd by tl e 
other colonics, at lead not op-nly , although they 
were no more headed by the chiefs who till that, 
time had led ihem on to battle, they were not 
afraid of taking up arms to defend their libert) 
But their military conduft was not Aich as ic 
^ ought 
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ought to have been. Inllcad of contenting them-D o O K 
felvcs with harafling their enemies, and with inter- . 
rupiing the provifions they were obliged to get 
from the diftance of two hundred 'leagues, the 
Guaranis ventured -to wait for them in ‘the open 
field. -They loft a battle which cofi: them two 
thoufand men. This confiderable check dlfcon- 
certed their meafures ; their courage feemed to 
give ‘ way, and they abandoned their territory, 
without making thofe efforts which were expcdled 
from their firft refohuion, and which were, per- 
haps, confiftent with their ftrength. 

After this event the Spaniards attempted to 
take poflenion of the colony of St. Sacrament. 

The Portuguefe refufed to. give it up,‘ alleging 
that the inhabitants of the Uruguay were only 
difperfed; and that, ’till the court of Madrid 
fhould fettle them in (bme of their own domains, 
they would always; be difpolcd to recover that 
territory which they had quitted wiih’fo much 
regret. Thcfc difficulties, whether real or ima- 
ginary, pretented the conclufion of the treaty, 
which was even entirely put a flop to by the two 
courts in 1761, and every thing fell again into 
coilfufion. 

From that time, ihele deferts have beenalmofi: 
incelTintly ffained with blood? (bmetimes by_ 
hoftihties that were not publicly avowed, and 
fomeumes by open wars. Portugal, deprived 
of the affiffance of England, hath at length been 
obliged to fubmit. The trcitics of the firft of 
0£\ober 1777, and of the eleventh of March ’ 

1778, ha\e deprived it for ever of the colony 
/>i St SscratTfcnti bu: they hste rsfioted ttf 
the territory of the river St. Peter, which had been 
taken from ir, under the pretences fo frequently 
alleged, of the line of mark. 

VoL. III. Bb While' 
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BOOK While tbefc Teftlcfs and’cntcrprifing men iv 
ravaging the Ama2on, and the Plata, feme lal 
'' ’ rfous and peaceable citizens were employed in m 

t'plying on thecbafl of Brazil important produ< 
ons, which were delivered to the mother-count 
which, in return, fupplied them with every thi 
they were In want of. 

Portugal The whole trade was carried on by a fle 
which failed every year from Lifbon and Opo 
region* 'in thc month of March. The Ihips it confifi 
Er«ih* parted when they came to a certain latitui 
^aabadand proceeded to their refpeftive dcftinatioi 
piaa} to ‘but they afterwards all met at Bahia' to /ail 
Pottugal, which ‘they ’ reached in September 
Booopo- Ocflober the year following, under convoy of i 
mowie- P*” cfcortcd them at their j 

ftruaiT^ ing out. _ ' ’ ^ 

; A RECULATioH fo Contrary to maxims gei 
Ottuted, 'paHy received^ was cenfurcd'by many judicic 
perfons, who thought it would have been bet 
to have left the mcrcbonis at liberty to fend c 
'ihcirlhtps, and order them home when It fuit 
them belt. This (yftem would have redneed t 
cxpcnce of freight, rendered the voyages me 
. frequent, increalcd the mariiimc forces, and c 
couraged every fpccies of agriculture. T 
intcrcourfe between thc colonies and the mothi 
. country being more conRanr, would' have givi 
•information, which would have" enabled gover 
•ment to extend it’s protedlion more eafily, and* 
fccurc it’s auihomy. 

The court ofLifbon feemed frequently inclin 
to yield to rhefe confiderations, but was deterr 
by the fear of iceing the fhips fall into the enemy 
. hands if they ^iled feparately •, by cuflom, tl 
. fway of which Tsftill more powerful over goveri 
ment than over \ndividuals ; by tlie infinuations ' 
Ibmc men in power,' whofe miereft would hai 
“ * bc< 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 371 

been affcdlcd by the revolmion; and .by^ variety B o 0 K 
of prejudices none of which could have borne the , 
llighteft fcrutiny. _ ^ 

It was upon this principle that the Portuguefe 
fettlements in the Old and in the New World 
were founded, when the difcovcry of the gold 
and diamond mines, in the beginning of the cen- 
tury, fixed the attention of all nations upon the 
Brazils. It was generally thought, that thofe 
riches, added to thofe of another kind furnifiied 
by the colony, would render it one of the fined: 
fcttlements of the globe. The Europeans were 
not yet undeceived, when they learnt with fur- 
prife, that the mod nmportant part of thofe 
regions were juft fubjcdlcd to the yoke of mono- 

poiy- 

PoRTUOAL hath made immenfe difeoveries in 
Africa, and in the Eaft and Weft Indies, without 
the afliftance of any company. This had been 
done by fome alTociations, which kings, nobles, 
and merchants, had occafionally formed among 
themfeives. and which fitted out fleers more or 
Icfs, confiderable, for thofe three parts of the 
globe. It was not tobecxpcdlcd that a nation, 

Iwhich, in the barbarous ages, had purfued the 
inedimable advantages of competition, would, at 
laft, in an enlightened age, adopt a pernicious 
fyftcm, which, by colle^ing the principles of 
life and morion into a fmall part of the body 
politic, leaves all the reft in a ftate of inactivity 
and rum. 

This plan was formed among the rains of 
Lifbon, when the earth had, as it were, caft out 
her inhahttaatv jaod Jrdi or^Ucc 

of fafety but on the fea, or in the New World. 

The dreadful fhocks which'" had fubverted that 
fuperb capital were ftill repeated, and the flames 
that had reduced it to afties were fcarce ertia- 
B b 2 gutfticd. 
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BOOK guiHiccJ, wJjrn an cxcJufivc company was cfia- 
bliflicd, for tbs purpofc of felling to foreign na« 
lions, at tile Brazils, and even m rciail, within 
the fpace of three leagues, the wine Co well 
known by tlicname of Vort, whicli is drunk in 
many of the colonics, in part of tlie north, and 
cfpcciaUy in England. Tliis company hath a 
capital of 3,000,000 livrcs •, divided into two 
hundred fharcs, of 2,500 livres f each. Tliey lend 
to the proprietors of the vines, half the price 
they are allowed to charge for the vintage; a 
price which they can never raife, however fa- 
vourable the )ear may be. For tlie bell wines, 
they arc paid at the rate of 156 livrcs five folsj 

f jcr ton; but they receive no more than 125 
ivres § for thofe of an inferior quality, How 
great loever the dearth may be, or however 
confiderablc the vent, the cultivator can never 
expe^k an 'incrcafe of more than 31 livrcs five 
folsll per ton, and the ton confifts of about 220 
gallons. 

Oporto, which is become the firfl city in the 
kingdom for it’s population, riches, and com- 
merce, fince Lifbon had, as it were, difappeared, 
juftly took the alarm, thinking that,her trade 
would be ruined by this fatal alienation of the 
rights of the whole nation, in favour of a com- 
pany. The* province between the Douro and the 
Minho, the moil fruitful in the kingdom, formed 
no furthcr'expcdkaiions from it’s cultures. De- 
' fpair excited a fpirit of fednlon among the peo- 
ple, and this gave occafion to the cruelties of the 
government. Twelve hundred pcrlbns were 
cijiiw fcxccuLic^r coiodeaxoed ~lo .blvcwt^ 
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banifhed to the forts m Africa, or reduced toBOOK 


• ‘poverty by, odious confifcattoDS of their pof- 
fefltons. 



► the 6th of June 1755, an ejcclufive com- 
ipany, with a capital of ,3,000,000 Imres'*, 
divided into twelve h'undred lhares, was ella- 


rbhlhed for the great Para, and for the Maragnan. 
Four years after, tfte province of Fermanbiicca 
was put under a fimilar yoke, with this difference, 
that the latter monopoly had a fund of 3,500,000 
In res •f', which w'as divided into three thoufand 


four hundred fharcs. The two focteties were 


authorized to gain fifteen per cent, exclufivc of all 
expences, on articles of provifions, and to lell their 
nicrcliandifc for forty-five per cent, more than they 
•would have coft even atLt(bon. They were al- 
lowed to piy as little as they chofe for the provifions 
.furnifhed by the diftrifls futyeft to their tyranny. 

Such extraordinary favours were, to laft twenty 
years, and might be renewed, to the great detri- 
ment of the colony. 

The Btaziis arc at prclcnt divided into nineCmUmi- 
protinccs, which are all governed by a reparaie*‘”7.*n«i 
commander. Although ihcfc fcverai chiefs arCgo^^n'i* 
cxpcdlcd to conform to the general regulations went efla- 
which the Viceroy thinks proper to make, thcy,^'^^^“ 
are independent of his authority, becaufe they »iis. 
rcceuc their orders dircdlly from Lifbon, and 
bccaufe they themfclvcs g»vc an account to that 
court of the affairs in tbcir department. They 
arc. only appointed for three years, but tbcir 
.commilfion is ufually extended be)oid that pe- 
riod, They ate ptobvbvted by rive law from 
marrying m the country under their junfdtflion j 
from being concerned m any branch of trade \ 
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'EOOKfro’m accepting any prefent wliarfoevcr; from 
IX. receiving any emoluments for the fundlions of 
their office; and this law hath been rather flriftly 
obferved for feme years part.' Accordingly, for- 
tunes are- at prefent very fcldom,m3dc, or even 
begun in thole ports in the New World. ’ The 
perfons who voluntarily refign, are 'Obliged, as 
well as thofewhoare recalled, to give an account 
of their coiidlift to the commiflloncrs appointed 
by the mother-country ; and citizens of all ranks 
are indifcriminately admitted to impeach them. If 
they happen to die in their port, the bifliopi the 
higheft military officer, and the firft maglftratc, 
jointly affume the reins of government, ’till the ar- 
rival of the fucceflbr. ' ” ^ 

Thc jiirirprudence of the Brazils is ’entirely 
the fame as that of Portugal. There is a Judge 
• eftablifhed in each dirtri^t, from whoTc decifion 
an appeal may be made to the fuperior tribunals 
of Bahia, and of Rio Janeiro, and even to thofe 
of Lifbon, if It be upon matters of confeqdcnce. 
Thc great Para and Maragnan alone, are allowed to 
appeal immediately to the mother-ojuntry, with- 
out being obliged to appear before the 'two inter- 
, mediate tribunals, in criminal cafes rather a dif- 
ferent plan IS adopted. The judge of each diftn’dt 
hath a right to punilh without appeal fmall mlf- 
'dcraeanours. ' The v crimes are judged by the 
governor, aflifted by fome affclTors appointed by 
'the law, * 

A PARTICULAR tribunal IS crtablifhed in every 
province, to take care of the legacies which be- 
long to heirs, whofe rcfidence is acrofs the feas. 
.They arc allowed to dedu6t-’fi\e per cent, for 
.their falaries, and the reft is fent to Portugal, to 
be depofited in a place dertined to receive it. 
The inconvenience of this otberwife judicious 
“ • inftitiiiion, 
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inftimtion, is, that the Brazilian creditors can only b o o K 
- be paid in Europe. . ’ 

The finances of each province are adminiftered 
by the commandant, and four maglftraies. Their 
account is fent every year to the royal'treafury 
of the mother-country, and fenninized with great 
fevcrlty. ’ y. 

Every town, and every village, jn the leafl; 
^confiderable-, hath a court of judicature. Their 
bufinefs is to attend to the fmall concerns they 
'are iniruftcd with, and to fettle, under the in- 
ipe^ioti of the commandant, ,the trifling raxes 
that are neceffary. SeveraUprUileges have been 
granted to this tribunal, cfpccially that of having 
the right to carry any complaint they may have 
againftthchcadof the colony, immediately to llie 
fovercign. 

Thc military are upon the fame footing in 
the Brazils, as in Portugal, and in the reft of 
.Europe. Thc troops ate at the difpofal of every 
-governor, who appoints to all the ^‘acant com- 
miflions, under the rank of captain. He hath 
thc fame authority over the militia, which con- 
.fills pf all thc citizens that are nor fidnlgos^ that'is 
>10 fay, of the firft nobility; or who have no 
public employment. ' This body of men, who 
are all obliged to wear a oniform nt their own 
cxpencci are never aflcmblcd in the interior parts 
of thc country, except in calcs of abfblutc necef- 
fity; but at Femambucca, at Bahia, and at Rio 
Janeiro, they arcexcrcifed during one month every 
_year, and are then paid by the government. The 
Negroes and Mulattocs have ftandards of their 
.own; and the Indians fight under the fame ban- 
ners as the white men. The colony, at this pre- 
_rent lime, confifis of fifteen thoufand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-nine regulars, and of twenty-one 
ilioufand eight hundred and fifty militia. 

Thoucu 
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BOOK Though thcKing, as Grand Mafler of the or- 
15^ derof Chnft, be fblely in poflefllon of the tithes, 
^and though the produce of the Crufide belong 
cnnrcl) to him, yet, in this extenfive part of the 
New World, fix bifhopncks liave been fuccef- 
fivcly founded, which acknowledge for their fiipc- 
rior the Archbifhopnck of Bahia, eflablifhed in 
the>cnr 155a The fortunate prelates, mofl of 
them IZuropeans, who fill ihefe horiotirable fee®, 
'live m a very commodious manner upon iheemo 
luments attached to the fiindlions of their mmif- 
trj, and upon a penfion of twelve hundred, and 
from that to thirty thouland lures*, granted to 
them by the government 

Among the inferior clergy, none but the mi/fi' 
onaries who are fettled in the Indian villages, arc 
paid by government, but the others find fufficienc 
relburces among the fuperllitious people, whom 
‘they are to edify, to inftnift, and to comfort 
Beude an annual tribute, paid by every family to 
the clergyman, he is intiil-d to forty Ibis t for 
every birth, every wedding, and every buna) 
The law which r^uces this contribution to one 
half for poor people, and to nothing for thofe that 
are entirely indigent, is fcldom obferved The 
avidity of the pncfls hath even been carried fofar 
as to double this fhamclcls /alary, in the diflnfls 
of the mines 

Some few a/ylums for maidens have been fuf- 
fered at Bahia, and at Riojancno, but it Inth 
never been allowed to cflafalifh nunner«'’s in the 
Brazils The monks have been more fuccef'^fnl , 
and there are at prefenc twenty conveniaof diffe- 
rent orders, the two ncheft of which are occupied 
by Benedictines, who are as idle as ihey arc licen 
tious None of ihele fatal eftablifhineiits are 

+ I 8d 
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founded m the gold countries. ’ The Jcfuits hadB O o K 
taken advantage of the influence, they had ON'er , 
government' to evade the law, which forbade any 
regular orders to fettle in thole regions. No infli- ^ 
tiition hath been pou erful enough, fince their ex- . 
pulfion, to extort fo fignal a favour. t 

THOUGit there be not abfolutely an inqulfitloa 
in the Brazils, the people of that country arc not 
protcifled from the outrages of that barbarous in- 
llitution. The ecclefjaftics of the colon), wlio 
are appointed by that tribunal to be their agents, 

■are all of them imbued with the fame fangmnary 
maxims. Their mercilcfs feverity is mofliy pro- 
voked by accufaiions of Jiidaifm This lore of 
fury rofe to fuch an enormous height, from 170s 
to 1718, 'that the minds of all men were im- 
prefied with terror, and moll of the cultures were 
negleiled. 

Therc is no particular ordonnance In the 
Brazils forfla%e«, and they ouglii to be tried by 
the common law. As their nwfters are obliged 
‘to feed them, and that it is become a general 
cuflom to allot them a fmall piece of ground, 
which tliey are allowed to culti\ate for their own 
emolument, ■■ thofe among theni who are induf- 
trious,* and laborious are, fooncr or later, 
enabled to purchafe their liberty. It is leldom 
refufed them , and they may even demand it, at 
the price fettled by the regulations, when they 
find themfeUes opprefied. It, is, probably, for 
this reafon, that, noiwiihftandmg the great faci- 
*luy they have for eloping, yet there aie few 
fijgtiiveN^.cnw^ Jthis vaft cnutlneni. 

Thofe few who are found in the country of the 
mines, only employ themfelves quietly at a dil- 
tance, in cultivating the prcduftior.s neceflary for 
their fnbfiftence. 


Such 
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book' Suck df the Negroes as purchafed thch* 
IX. liberty, enjoy the rights of citizens as well as<the 
'"'""‘'’"^Mulattocs; bltt they are both excluded from the 
priefthood, and from any civil employment. 
Even in the fervice they can have no commiflion, 
except in their own bata!lions.\ Tlie white men 
feldom marry the Negro women ; moft of them 
go mo farther than to form illegal connections 
with them. Thele conneflfons, which have the 
fanCtion of the manners of the country, differ 
Scarcely from matrimony, in regions where men 
djfpofe of their fortunes in conformity to their ca- 
prices and paflions. . , 

Former ,XnE ftaic of the Indians hath not always been 
SfiSe famci at fifft they were feized upon, fold in 
of ihe In- public markets, and compelled to work like flaves 
the plantations. 

tuRatla * In 1570, Sebaftian forbade that any Brazilian 
fhould be made a flave, except fuch as had been 
taken prifoners tti a juft war } but this law was 
•not attended to, becaufe the Portuguefe would 
have thought tbemfclvcs difgraced in tilling the 
.ground ; and at that time few cultivators had been 
fent to Africa 

The edict of Philip JI. which, inii5P5, con- 
firmed the orders of Sebaftian, and which even 
reduced to ten years the term of flavery, to thofe 
jwhom ihat prince had allowed to be kept in perpe- 
tual fervitude, wasemially difrcgarded. 

Two mandates, or 1605 and i6og, again de- 
clared all the Indians, without exception, to be 
entirely free. Philip HI. being informed thJt 
his commands were not obeyed, ilTued a third 
law, by which thofe who infringed it, were con- 
demned to feverc penalties. But, at that period, 
the colony was ftiH ^^rned by a court of judica- 
ture, moft of the members of v/hich were born 
in America itfeJf; lb that the new arrangemenis 
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^-ere not much more reppeaed than the old ones ^ q q 
had been jX _ 

In the mean while, themifllonanes were every'— '■v^ 
day exclaiming, with greater vehemence, tgainft 
the tyranny with which their converts were op- 
preflfed In 1647, the new court of Lifljon gave 
way to their prefling folicitations, and formally 
renewed the orders which forbade the detaining 
of any Brazilian m flavery The fpint of mde- 
pendenefe, which manifcflcd itftlf throughout 
the whole colony, convinced that flill tottering 
power, that they were not allowed to do every 
thing that was juft, and, eight years after, their 
orders were qualified, by peimming that ibofe in- 
dividuals who were born of a Negro mother, and 
of an Indian father, might be kept in flaverj 
The Dutch had juft then been driven from 
this part of die New World The conneifttons 
with the coaft of Africa, which Ind been inter- 
rupted by the bloody wars, the PortuguePe had 
been obliged to Puftain agnmfl: tlioPc republicans, 
rePumed their former courfc The population of 
the Negroes was increaPed in the Brazils Their 
fervices foon diPguftcd the PortuguePe of the na- 
tives of thecountrv, who were weaker, and not 
fo laborious Thole who penlhcd were not replac- 
ed, and that fpccies of fcrvitude was, bj de- 
grees, abohlhcd every where, except at St Paul, 
at Maragnan, and on the Amazon river, at which 
jilaces there were not ^ct any rich fctllements, 
and where the Portogocre were not capable of 
j)Urchafing flaves The decrees iffiied m 1680, 

1713, and 1741, to extirpate ihefe remains of 
barbanfm, were of no effeft, and it was not till 
^ 7 SS» 'hat a\l the Brazilians became really free 
At this period they were declared citizens b) 
government , they were to enjoy that title m the 
lame manner as th^ir conquerors. Tl e fame 

road 
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BOOKroad wns laid open to their talents*, and'thcy 

' IX. vvere allowed to afplre at the fame dignities. 
An event fo much calculated to excite the emo- 
tions of a feeling heart, was icarce attended to. 
Jlcafure, fortune, war, politics, engrofs every 
body’s attention, while a revolution, fo favour- 
able ,to humanity, almoft generally efcapes our 
notice ; and that even in the eighteenth century, 
in the midfl: of that enlightened and phijo/bpbital 
‘Sge. The happinelsof nations is much talked of, 
but is neither perceived nor felt. > 

Alu the faulty operations of government are 
attacked with feverlty, and when they, by chance, 
-happen to do any good adV, a general filence is 
obferved. Is this the kind, of acknowledgment 
which the people owe tOvthofe wlio attend to 
, their happmefs? Or is, this, fort of ingratitude 
calculated to attach them to their laborious of- 
fices ? . Is it thus they can be induced ro fill them 
with diftmdlion? IF the people expedfc that their 
murmurs and their difconicnts fhould be attended 
to when they arc opprclTcd, they fhould exprefs 
their joy in the moft lively manner, when they 
have obtained redrefs. . Whenever the burdCn 
of the taxes hath been alleviated, Jetf the houfes 
be illuminated ; let them aflcmble in (multitudes, 
and fill the hoafes and the flrcets, let them light 
up bonfires, and dance and fing round them ; let 
them pronounce wiilrtranfport the name of their 
bencfaclor. Is there one among all the diredfors 
of the empire who would norths gratified wttli 
fuch homage.’ Is there one who could ever re- 
iblve to quit his place, or who could die without 
having recei\ed »t ? Is there a man who would 
not be defirous of increafing thefe triumphs ?r Is 
there one whofe grandchildren would not feel a 
noble pride, in hearing it faid of him, his ances- 
tor was the man who occafioncd the lighting up 



IN THE EOT AND WEST INDIES 381 

oF bonfires four or five times, during the courfeB o o K. 
of his admmiftration ^ Is th're one who would , , 

not be ambitious of bequeathing fuchamarkoF^ v*'-' 
diftmdlion to his defcendants? Is there a man 
who would dare to have engraved upon his 
tomb the poll he had filled in his life time, with- 
out mentioning the public fefiivals tha^ Ind been 
celebrated m his honour? Sucli a filence would 
transform the infcripiion into a fanre The 
people are equally abjcft in profperity as in ad- 
verfjty ; thej know not how to complain, or how 
to rejoice 

Some men, more attentive to the intereftmg 
fccncs that are difphyed from time to time on the 
furface of the globe, conceived a good opinion of 
the new f){lem They flattered iliemfelvcs, that 
the Indians would apply thcmfelves to cultivati- 
on, and multiply the productions, that their la- 
bours would enable them to procure for therofelt es 
jiumberlefs conveniences which the) Ind not jet 
cnjo)cd, that the fight of their happinefs would 
difguft tjic ravages ot their forells, and would de- 
termine iliem to a more quiet wny of h\ mg , that 
an entire confidence would gradualiv be efla- 
bliflied between the Americans and the Euro- 
peans , and that they would in time become 
one people They flatrered ihcmfclvcs that the 
court of Lilbon would have the prudence not to 
diflutb fo dcfircabic a harmony by any pirticn 
hr diftmCtions , that they would endcavoir, by 
all pofiible means, to obliterate the memor> of 
tl ole evils which they Ind brought upon the New 
Hemifphcre 

But how far are we from P“ing ih-fc fia’tcr- 
ing hopes fulfilled * In the provinces of Fcrnan- 
butca, of Bahia, of Rio Janeiro, and of Minas ' 
Gerar^, the Brazilians continue to be mixed with 
the Poriugucfc, and with the Negroes, but with- 
out 
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BOOKout any change in iheir xharaiters, becaufe' no 
, pains have been taken to enlighten them j becaufe 

no efforts have been made to overcome their na- 
tural Jazinefs ^ becaufe no lands have been diftri- 
buted to them, and becaufe nothing hath been 
given them In advance, by which their emulation 
might probably have been excited. 

At Para, at Maragnan,^ tat Matto-Grollb, At 
Goyas,* and at Sr. Paul, the Indians have been 
nnued in a hundred and (cventcen Nillages, over 
each of which a white man prefidcs. i li is his 
bufinefs to fettle the occupations, to diredt .the 
cultures, to buy and to fell for the community ; 
to punilh and to reward. It is be who delivers to 
the agents of government the tenth of the territo- 
rial produftions. It is he who appoints thofc 
among them, who are obliged to fubmil to the. la- 
bours of vaflalage with which they are opprefled. 
Thefe fubaltern agents, difperfed in the feveral co- 
lonies, are fuperintended by a chief, who is veiled 
with great authority. - : 

The opinions of men have been divided re- 
fpefting thefc regulations. A writer, who hath 
never been out of Europe, would be confidered as 
a very bold man, fhould he venture to decide be- 
tween two panics, .which an experience of three 
centuries hath not been able to reconcile But let 
meat Icall be permuted to obferve, that one of 
the mofl enlightened men that c\cr lived at the 
Brazils, hath hequcmly told me, that the Indians, 
who arc fuffered to be their own mailers in the 
Poriugucfc colony, arc ^ery fuperior in undsr- 
flanding and induftiy to thofc who arc kept under 
perpetual tuition. 

ftswefthe government of Para is the mofl northern 

CoTmi- of any of Uicfc colonies., It comprehends that 
gw of portion of Guiana which belongs to the Portii- 
guefc , the borders of the Amazon, from the 
• , conflux 
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Conflux of the Madeira and thetMamore; andtoBOOK 
the cad, all that {pace which extends as far as the IX. 
rix-er of the Tocantlnes. This is the mod barren '' '' 
and the mod unwholefome country in thefe re- 
gions 

No productions can be expefled in Guiana, 
except on the Black River, the elevated banks of 
‘ whidi would be veryifit for all the productions 
that enrich the beft colonics of America. But this 
country is only inhabited by Indians, who are 
almoft folely employed in the turtle fifhery, and 
whom it hath not yet been poflible to fix to any 
thing but the cutting of {bmc woods for cabinet- 
work. This river receives that of Cayari, where, 
in 174.9* a filver mine was difeovered, which un- 
doubtedly, for fomc political reafons, hath never 
been worked. » • • 

• The borders of the Amazon, on tlie north fide, 
are aimed under water. .The fmali quantity oF 
dry land that is found there, is perpetually infefted 
with'all kinds of infcCls. , . 

Though the fouth part of the Amazon be 
marfiiy in many places, yet it’s foil is commonly 
more firm, and Icfs infefted with reptiles. The 
great and numerous rivers which empty them- 
Itlvcs into it, afford ftiU greater rcfourccs for cul- 
tivation, and yet there is no fcitlemcnt formed 
upon them 

The Ponuguefc navi^tors did not enter the 
Amazon before the year *535. Ayres d’Acunha 
and his followers were almoft all (hipwrecked there, 
li was not till 1615, that Francis Caldeira laid the 
foundations of a town, which was called Belem, 
on the banks of the rivers. In 1663, the tern, 
tory of Macapa v/as given by government to 
Bento Macicl Parente, and afterwards the ifiand 
of Joanna to Maesdo: but thefe two grants have 
been fmcc reunited to ihe.crovm, the firfl: by the 
crtinClioti 
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KCXtin£\ion of the family that had obtained it, and 
the fecond by exchanges. 

^ Thi: Portijgdefc contented thcmrelvcs, for a 
longtime, with making cxcurfions of greater or. 
Icfs extent, to carry_ off fome Brazilians. They 
were a fet of furbulcnt and dotting favages’, who Were ] 
endeavouring to Aibdue ptfier favages /efs flrong 
and left courageous ihan^thcmfelves. Thefe dc- 
flruflivc fatigues, thefe unavailing cruelties, had 
lafled for the fpace of a century,' when fome mif- 
fionaries undertook to civilize the Wandering Indi- ' 
ans. They liave'aflembfcd no inconfidcraWc num- 
ber of them in feventy-cighc villages, but without ' 
being able entirely to fix them there. After hav-' 
ing fpent four or five months in a fedentaryand idle 
Ilk, -thefe men, attrafted by their ancient habits, 
forfook their liabitarions and families, in order to 
gather In 'the for^fts the produdlions of unculti- 
vated nature, which, with very liiile labour, they 
might Ime'^ procured at home, or might have’ 
fiibfiitutcd to them others of a fuperior quality. 
The wild •cocoa," the vanilla, the lortoife, and. 
crab fhells, the ftrftpanlla, the capivj balftrn,* 
a'nd the vegetable wool, which are colledlcd in 
thefe ruinous cxcurfion?, that are 'renewed every 
year, are carried to Belem, the capita! of the go- 
vernment. - 

Thts lottTt, vtbich is built at the di/lance of 
twenty leagues from the Tea, and upon a foil that 
lifes thirteen feet above the level of the ocean, was 
for a long time nothing more than a ftaple, to which ' 
the riches of the favages was conveyed from the 
inland country. Some negroes, whom it hath at 
laft'procured, have cultivated in it’s neighbour- . 
hood a finall quantity of cotton, which is after-’ 
wards manuraAured in the country itfelf, and 
fome fugar-canes, the indifferent produce * of 
which is aftenvards made into brandy. They have 
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alfo cultivated coffee, rice, 'and cocoa, for ex-B o o K 
ponaiion The falc of the flocks, .which grazed 
in the ifland of Marajo, was for a confiderableT""^'""’'"^ 
time one of their refourccs At prclcnt they have 
fcarce oxen enough remaining for their o\ra con- 
fumpticn. ’ , *' 

Before thejear 1755, this eftabllfhment re- . 
ceiCed every jear from the mother-country from 
thirteen to fourteen fhips. Since it hath 'been 
fubjcCled^by a miftaken or corrupted mimftry 
to a monopoly, it receives no more than five or 
fix. The value of it*s exports feldom exceeds 
60b, coo livres*. This fCeble produce is not 
much incrcafcd by the wood for building, which 
the government buys up, and carnes away upon 
h'sftips. ‘ ' 

* The population of the colony confifis of four 
thoufand one hundred and twenty-eight white 
men, of nine thoufand nine hundred and nine- 
teen black flaves, or free Mulattoes, and’of thirty- 
four thoufand' eight hundred and forty-four In- 
•dlans. 

< This country, which in 1778 hath been re- 
lieved from the oppreffion neccfiarily attending 

• an excUifive privilege, will undoubtedly avail 
itfclf'of it’s liberty. The port of Belem, which 
‘is called Para, a name winch is hkewife fomc- 
times given to' the city, doth not oppofe fo many 
obfiaclcs to ’ the fuccefi of any enterprife as is 
commonly imagined It is, indeed, difficult of 
accefs. Currents which run m contrary direc- 
'tions, and which are occafioned by a multitude 
' of finall iflands, render the navigation of fhips 

flow and uncertain. But when once they get into 
the harbour, they anchor in a muddy bottom, 
with four, five, or fix fathom of water. The ca- 
nal which leads up to it grows, however, more 
# as,oaa3, 

Cc. 
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BOO Krtiall6\v'evej’y day.;‘and ia’a rtiorttime it <viU rfat 
. IX. be prafticable, if,' as'.it.mufl: be ruppQfedj-the wa- 
ters continue to depofit' as mdcb^earib,''as iljey 
' have dragged into it for*tbis lafticcntury, I \ ■ ',i; 
Statcof Xhz Maragnan is.leparatcd'.from.Para on the 
wnment North, ''by • thc rivcriof the Tocantines from 
ofMarag-Goyaz on :ihe Southjtby^that of thejCordelcirlas 
nan. mountains, whiclr is .called Guacuragua ; ^and on 
the jWeftJ from Fernambucca by' the ^Yplapaba 
mountains.' ...n;?'- - V. lo..- i 

V>>The iPQrtugitefc..arrived ,for^,thc iirft. time, in 
this provincejn 1535; and they .were call upon 
it by a ftortui’ but- they did not fettle there, ’till 
3599. ,'The: French feized 'upon it in 1612;,' '.and 
^yerc driven from’thence three. years after, "'it re- 
mained' under the yoke of' the Dutch.' from .'1641 
to'i544|fat which pe'riod the firft ufurpcrs again 
-.tool; pofleHioh of i;, -and >have ^kepit it*evftr 
-lince.b f. 

•',^ The jbufincfs of collcdling' the, ambergreafe 
•upon thc coafls,'‘which was, the amufemcnt.of .the 
lavages, became-' the’ occupation of the firft Euro- 
•pcans. >ThIS ttifling-rcfburcc was Iboa.cxbaitflcd, 
■and no other wa'e.fubftituted to lt,'nSrthcre*ought 
to have. been. - The’ feiiicmcnt -continued for , a 
Jong tjmc'-in a langulfhing ftate^ ahd’itihath 
•been but lately perceived, that the cotton' which 
•grew upon this territory was ilie-beft in thc New 
•%Vbrld.- ••.The culture .of, this [plant tincreafes 
■.daily.i-'and.fof'fbmc yearspaft.'ihat of rice hath 

• been-joined to;ir, tlhough.it be of an inferior 
t quality, tO'.the" rice of, die Le^’ant, and even to 
. thdt of- North" America.' Several attempts have 
f been made to. produce fiik'.thcrCi-bnt.tlie climate 
,.haih been- found totally unfit for |t. • The pro- 

• I however,' of enriching the. country by the 
i culture of indigo, jeetm to promife rnucfi fuccefs. 

The 
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fThe fincftarnotto of the Brazils is already gallier-B o o K 
cd ihere. - *. ^ 

-The part of-ihc TOlony .firft peopled ^was the 
ifland of SaintjLouis, which. is'fevcn leagues long 
and four 'broad, and which is Icparaicd-from’.thc 
coniincnf only by.a very.fmall river. . There is 
a town of the fame ,narae in it, .where all tlic trade 
is tranfaifled, .ahhough.it Hath a b^ harbour. 

Some' cultivations are.'carrted 'on there’; but the 
moft confidcrable are bn the' continent, upon the 
rivers of Ytapicorle,' of {Mony,‘^.^of. Iqiiara^’ of 
Pindarcj'and of Meary4 " .t,. l *. ,V , ' 

I .,1h the. fame government, and, towards the back 
of the province, is the country of Tauchy, where 
the inhabitants of St.Taul penetratcd,m j'57'ir' It 
was hot- conquered, without .in'uch difficulty, .and 
is not yet cntirely;'fubdued ‘on the •Eafte'rn'fidel 
It’fiToU Is ufieveti and'fa'ndy^ though •cxceediiigly 
elevated. *. It is inhabiied-by-lhepherds." 'Upon 
ihisifoil, which is covered with' faltpetrei' they 
Tcar'a confidcrable" ri'umber'of horles\and, homed 
cattle,' which areTold. to.tolerable^advaniage.in. 
the neighbouring couritrics; 4,but the lhecp'degC7 
berate there,-, as, well as iii the reft of. the Brazils, 

•except,. in 'the Coritibc^. Unfortunately the'too 
frequent droughts, and the' cxceffive ' heats,' very 
pfien deflroy whole . flocks, when!' fufficicht at- 
tention* is not paid to Iwd them in time todiftant 
'pafturcs..-^., t)- - ’• - y; ,,.;•» , ' 

. 'The v‘mines,of,.fulphuri alum,. copperas, iron, 
lead, . and antirnony, arc very. common, and very 
fujscrficial, .in ,'thcfe mountains, and' yet none of 
them have' been opened. . Perroiflion was indeed 
mvcii, in.1572, ,to. work thefilver,one which had 
been difeovered three or four years before: but 
•-vciy foon , after the court tetrafted this permiffion, 
for rcafohs tliat arc not known to us. ... , 
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B b 3 K 'I^'his go\ernhient conBfts eight thouPintl 
^ . nme hundred and^iiqctjr three white rnen, feven- 
' ‘^’'^^tcen thodfand wght hundred and Forty four Ne- 
groes, or fret Mulaitocs, and flaves, and of 
thirty eight thoufand^nme hundred and thirty Re- 
vert Indian*!, either fcattered, or anembled in ten 
villages The exportations have not as yet been 
equal to this degree of population Their value 
was little more than 6 or 700,000 livres*, but 
JTince the monopoly hath ^becn oboliflicd, it muft 
become more confidcrable 

Stateof The province which follows that of Maragnan, 
?e*r^ent which IS Called Fcmambucca, was formed 
ftfFer out of four private eftaies « , 

nambueei. FerNaMBUCCA Itlclf Was glVCH, id I^Zy/tO 
Edward Coelho , and was reunited to the crown 
‘as a conqueft, after th? Dutch had been driven 
fromitmid54 ' , ^ 

The liiftorian Dc Barros obtained the diftndl 
of Paraiba from John HI , but he ncglcdted the 
peopling of It Some vagabonds v^'ent over in 
1560, and m 1501 were fubduedby the French, 
who were Toon obliged tocvacinteit Plnhp Hi 
caulcd a aty to be credted upon this royal do- 
main, Vvhich IS at prefent known by the name of 
Notre Dame dc Nc%c8 , » ^ , 

The property of Rio Grande, a diftriit winch 
had ’nil then bcin entirely neglcfled, was ceded 
to Emanilcl Jordan m 1654 The fhipwrcck 
of this enterpnfing man, oC the entrance of the 
harbour, I'cflurcd to the hands of government, 
land*, winch vverefbonafter cultivated by fomcin- 
dtviduaU 

It is not known at vvliar time, nor to whom, 
Tamanci had been granted ; but it became a na- 
tioml pofTcllion ogam foon after the elevation of 
the houfc of Braganza to ilie throne of Portugal, 

• Frosisjoool tji 44. 


This 
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• This flotinfhing government is at prefent fur-® ^ 
rounded by the river St. Francis, and by fgygrnl . 
branches of ihe Cordelcirlas. The coafts afford a 
fmill quantity of cotton. In no country of thefe 
regions fugar is to be found in fuch great perfec- 
tion as upon thofe plains, which arc w'ell watered. 

The mountains arc -covered with horned cattle, 
which fupply Q great quantity of leather. This 
diflndV alone furnifhcs the Bra 2 il wood. 

The tree which it is taken from is not perfcftly 
known by the botanlfls. « It is, however, bc- 
lic\cd, that it is in fome refpedts analagousto the 
hrefiUet of the Antilles, ond t6 the lara, or poin- 
' enna fpinofa of Peru^ Thofe who ha\ e dcfcribcd 
it affirm, that it is “rallj'^rery branchy, and co- 
vered with a brown bark full of tliorns. .It's . 
■leases art compofed of a common cofla, which 
‘ fupporis from tour to fix other coftee, fumifhcd 
with two rosssof fmall green leaves, fhining, and 
refcmbling the leases of box. The flowers, dif- 
pofed m cluflers tosvards the extremity of the 
branches, are 'fmall, and more odoriferous than 
thofe of the lilly: they base a cahx wirh fivedl- 
vifions, ten ftamina, and 'five petals, four of 
which are yellow, and the fifib'is of a beautiful 
red colour, \ Their ptftil becomes an oblong flat- 
tened pod, ftuck full of points, and filled with 
fome red feeds. . , i 

The bark of this tree is lb thick, i that the wood 
is reduced alraoft to nothing wheniftripped of it. 

This wood is very fit for works of turnery, and 
takes a good polilh : but it’s principal ufe is in the 
red dye, where ’it fupphesthc place of double the 
quantity of logwood, j The moft and foils, and 
the moll craggy rocks, arc the places which it 
chiefly delights in. 

The trade of this wood is monopolized, and 
it belongs to the Queen’s houfchold. ■. The firft 

dealers 
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X O O Kdealers in this article ’Sagreid to receive annually 
^ 4 n the magazines of government, where it is de- 
^""''"^pofited, thirty thoufand' quintals of ' it, at 30 
Jjvrcs • the quintals .It was difeovered, after feve- 
tal experiments, that this quantity was not con- 
fumed in Europe, and' they were obliged to take 
ito more than twenty 1 tliolifand quintals, but it 
iwasraifed to 40 IWres-f the quintal Suth is the 
prefent contract, which is in the hands of two 
Englifhmcn fettled in Portugal. They give 
800,000 livrcstj: for the wood with which they 
arei fumifhed,! and fell it^arLifbon iifelf for 
1,000,000 livres §. The expences ih^ are at 
amount to 1^8,000 livres jj; and therefore llie 
profits are 72,000 livres ^T* 

The population of Pemambucca confifts of 
nineteen ihoufand fix hundred and'fixtv-five white 
men, thirty-nine ihoufand* one himdrcd thirty- 
two Negroes, or Mulatroes, and ihirtj'-three 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty'cight Indians. 
There are four harbours fit to receive Jmall veflels. 
That where the fhoal is, whicli is the port of Olin- 
da, can admit larger (hips t but they are neither 
conveniently fiiuatcd nor in fafery. ' 

1 The ifland of Fernando de Noronha is at fixty 
leagues diftance from thefe coafis of Fernam- 
bucca*, but it is under n’s dependent. The 
Portupuefc, who bad at firft fettled there, foon 
forfbokitj but in 1738, the court of Lilbon, 
iu'pcfting that the French End India Company 
meant to tal;c poSclfion of it, built feven forts 
there, confirufked with great (kill. They arc pro- 
vided with artillery, and defended with a girrVon 
.of re^ar trooijs., which is relieved evcr.v; fix 
months. Thercarenootber inhabitants bur a few 
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cxlles/^aimatl num'bsrof very i’ndjgenf'Mefteesttib'b 
and the Indians who are employed m'the public - , 
labours.' ‘Though ' ibis' foil' be ^ deep ijncl' good, 
no kind of cultivation' hath ever' fucceeded there, '' 
becaufe the rains ‘do 'not fafi’ for three' or' four' 
years 'together. From uhe? month of December 
till the month of April, turtles are the only food j'-i 
after that time they’ difappear,' and thelinhabit- i 
ants have no rcfburce but in the provifions fenc^ • 
from’ihc'continent. iTliere are two harbours for^ 
foreign velTcls in thd illand, where fhips of all rales' 
are in fofciy, when ’North and 'Weft winds do not* 
prevail. ‘ 

I Thc governrhent of Bahia isincloled by the ri-Snteof 
ver St. Francis on the Nonh, by the rltfer Doce Bo- 
on ylhc'Souih, and by thc river Preto, oncfofofsXu. 
the arms of ilie Green River, on the 'Jtr 
confifts'of the captainfhip' oF'Xegerippe," the re- 
volutions of which arc not known to,us; of the' 
captainfliip of.Itbeos,' of which George' de FU' 
pueredo was deprived, after it*sdeflra£lion by the' 
Aimords-lndians; of 'the captainfliip of Porto Se-’ 
guro, which returned to thc crown after, the ex-‘ 
tindlion of the family of the Tourinhos ; and of 
the country of Bahia, which was never a private 
property. ^ ‘ ^ * 

S.\N Salvador, the capital of this fetilemcnt, 
was for a long time that of all thc Brazils. The 
way'to it is by the bay of All Saints, 'which is two 
leagues and a half broad at the entrance. ..On' 
each fide flandsaTortrefs, intended rather to pre- 
vent landing, than to hinder Ihips from pailing 
by. " It is thirteen or fourteen leagues in length, 
and interrperfed with little iflands, which aretfull 
of cotton trees, and form^nn agreeable profpcfl. 

It grows narrow towards the bottom, which is 
fheUcred From every attack, and makes an excel- 
Uni lurbour for the- moft, numerous fleets, <The 
. . town 
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BOO Ktown comniands this harbour, being built on the 

. . flope of a ftcep hill 

This city contains two theufand houfes, 
which are mofl: of them built with great magni- 
ficence The jfumiturc here is the more nch and 
elegant, as extravagance jn drefs is flridtly prohi- 
bited By a very old law, which hath often been 
broken, and which extends to the New World 
fince the year 1749, the Portuguefc are forbid- 
den to vycar any gofdorfilyer fluff, or any laced 
clothes , but their palBon for fhew, ? which no 
laws can eradicate, {hath induced them to con- 
trive fome fubflitute, and to wear diamond 
•crofies, rnedals, and chapleis, or beads, the rich 
enfigns-of a poor religion The gold they cannot 
wear ihemfelvcs, they latiQi to adorn fheir do 
mcftic (laves j 1 t 

1 As the fituation of the town will not admit of 
coaches, the rich, wbowill always be diflinguifhed 
from the vulgar, hate contnvw to be earned m 
cotton hammofcks Supinely flrctcbed upon vel- 
vet cuflnons, and fiirrounded with filken curtains, 
which they open and fhut at plcafure, thofe proud 
and lazy mortals move about more voluptuoufly, 
though with left expedition, than in the moft cafy 
and elegant carnages 

, Th 6 women refdomj,cnjoy this luxury Thcfe 
people, who are ruperftitious to a degree of fana- 
ticifm, will hardly allow them to go to churcIi,<o- 
vered with their cloaks on high leflivals, and no 
one 15 fiifFcrcd to fee them in their own houfes 
This reftramt, which is the effeft of an ungovern- 
able jealoufy, doth not prevent them from carrying 
on intrigues, though iliej are fure of being ftabbed 
to death upon the flightcfl rufpiaon By ^lenity 
more judicious than our\ a girl who, witkonc 
her mother’s confent, or even under her protec- 
tion, yields to the importunities of a lover, is 

treated 
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treated with lefs feverhy, > But if the father call* u o O'K. 
rot conceal her infamy by dilpofing of her in mar- IX. 
riage, he abandons her to life (candalous trade of a 
covirtezan. 'Thus it is that riches bring on a tram 
of vices and corruption, efpecially when they arfe 
acquired by bloodihed and murder, and arc not 
preferved by labour. , ^ ► 

. TriE want of fociety, confeqiient upon the re- 
paration of the fejees, IS not the only impediment 
•to the pleafures and enjoyments of hfe at Bahia. 

The hypocrify of Tome, the fupcrfttnon of others; 
avarice within,' and pompous parade wiiliout v ejc- 
treme efTcminacyi bordering upon extreme cruel- 
ty, in a climate where all the fenfations are quick 
-and impetuous 5 the diftruft that attends weak- 
nefs} the indolence that trufts c\ery thing to 
whether it relate to picafurc or bufmefs: 
all the vices that are to be found, either feparately 
I or colledlively, in the mod corrupt fomhern coun- 
tries, conftitutethe charaflerof th« Ponuguefe at 
Bahia. . However, the depravity of their manners 
feems 'to decreafe, fince they ore become rather 
more enlightened. The acquifition of know, 
ledge, theabufeof which will Ibmclimcs corrupt 
virtuous nations, may refine, if not reform, -a de- 
generate nation ; it will at leaft make crimes left 
■’irequent, will call a varnifli of elegance o^cr cor- 
ruption, and will Introduce an hypocritical kind of 
mbanity, and a contempt for the groflet vices. ’ 

' Though San Salvador be no longer the capital 
of the Brazils, yet the province is (HIl the mod 
• populous of the colony. It confillsof tliirty nine 
thoufand feven hundred and cighiy-four white 
^mcn, and lixty-e'ight thoulan& and mcniy-lour 
Negroes, h lharcs with the other colonics the cul- 
ture of fugar, cotton, and of (bme other produfli- 
ens; and hath the advantage over them of the 
filhery,'and of tobacco. 
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OOK The vhalefirticry hath been very ancienHy’ 
i x^ eflablifhed m the Brazils AH the Portugueie of‘ 
the Old and of the New World had enjoyed, ' 
from u’s firft rife, the natural rights of this 
fifhery , but n liath been, for a long time paft, ’ 
lulycfted to an exclufive pnvilege, purchafed by 
a company formed at Lilbon, whofe fhips are 
freighted at Bahia It’s annual produce confifts, 
at prefent, of three thoufand five hundred and 
thirty pipes of oi!, which, at the rate of 175 
livrcs (4) the pipe, amounts to 617,750 hvrcs , 
and of two thoufand and ninety quintals of whale- 
bone, which, at the rate of 150 hvrcs (0 tlie quin- 
tal, amount !to 313,500 livres (rf) Thefe two 
films added together, amount to 93 1 ,250 livres (r) 
The monopolizers give to government 300,000 
livres (/) Their cxpencesdo not exceed 268,750 
hvrcs and their profits amount to 362,500 
hvres (b) 

This branch ofmduflry muH: be entirely given 
up, unlefs It be immediately put upon a different 
footing Nothing but an unlimited freedom of 
trade can polHbly fuftain the competition of the 
American traders, whole activity hath already ex 
tended itfelf as far as thofe difiant leas, and fiiH 
beyond them The court of Lifbon dughr evert 
TO encourage, by all poflible means, the whale- 
fifhery in the Cape dc Verd Iflands, and in the 
other illands near the burning fiiorcs of Africa, 
which are at prefent fbufelefi to them^ 

Though moft of the countries of Brazil fur^ 
Tiifh a finall quantity of tobacco, it may b4 
faid, that this article bath not become an objcifl 
of confequence any where, except at Bahia It 
1 1 
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Hmves in a fpace of ninety leagues, and in thcB O o ic 
difl:ri£\ of Cachoeira ftiU better than in any other . 

place. This produ£lion had for a long time been 
enriching the province, when the* taxes with 
which it was loaded, on il*s exportation from 
Portugal, raifed it*s price fo high os to prevent 
the confumpiion of it. 'There was fo little de- 
mand for u in foreign markets, that in 1773, 
the cargoes of it did not exceed cight-and-twenty 
thoufand quintals. ^ The year following, the 
duties, which amounted to 47 Hvres la lols («) 
per hundred weight, were fuppreffed, and this 
cultivation Immediately recovered ifs former 
profperity. The colonift then received for this 
commodity zz livres i6'fols(t) per quintal, m- 
ftead of la livres 10 fols(r), which he received 
before. 1 1 ■* 

• Ten thoufand quintals of inferior tobacco ore 
Tent annually from the Brazils to the coafts of 
Africa* which ‘being purcbifed in the 'colony 
ilfelf, even at the rate of 18 livres (</) per hundred 
Weight, bring in 180,000 hvres (e). 'FIfiy.eight 
thoufand five hundred quintals arc fent into Por- 
tugal, which, at their firfl: entrance Into the 
count!)', are fold for 40 livres (/) the hundred 
weight; the totarvaluc of which is 2,340,000 
livres (5), and the two Turns put together, amount 
to 2,520,000 livres (/)).■ . • I ' 

, Every fpeculator is allowed to piirchafc the 
tobacco that' is con\ eyed to the mother-country ‘ 
huf it mu/l be depofiied m n piblic uarehoiNe, 

Where it pays two fols fix denicrsfi) per quintal to 
the go\etnment for ftore-room. 1 From this uare- 
'ftoufc is taken that quaniity of tobacco which the 
kingdom is not in want of, and which is 10 be 
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B o o K^iO^ofed of to foreign nations. Genoa purchafes 
IX, that of the belt quality Spain, as well as Portu- 
gal, confumes only the lecond fort, and Hamburgh 
js faiisfied with the moft inferior kind of tobacco 
Jr IS this whicli IS alfo purchaled by the French, 
«snd other navigators, who are m want ,of it for 
their Negro trade 

The piircliafer freely applies to the merchants 
in whom he cOnBdes , but the court of Madrid, 
who never have any tobacco bought but for 
fmoakmg, ufually employ only one agent, to 
whom they pay fpr it at the rateof nine fois C^r) the 
pound 

Portugal, Madeira, and the Azores, where 
the tobacco is equally monopolized by the crown, 
do not confiime annually, for fmoaking, more 
than feven hundred thoufand weight of it, which, 
at the rate of 6vc Iivrds (i) the pound, mufl: 
amount to 3,520,000 livrcs(r), nnd in fnulTjOnly 
five hundrediand twenty eight thouland pounds, 
uhicli, at ilie rate of Icven livres ten lols {/) 
per pound, muft produce 3,^60,000 iivres^e) , fo 
that the whole amount of this arijcle is 7,4^0 000 
IivresC/') The government, however, docs not 
receive more than 5,481,250 Itvres The 
remainder of the film is expended in the pur- 
chafe of matenals, the crpences of preparing the 
tobacco, and ibc profits of the people who 
-farm it 

' The fnuff which is confiimed tn Africa, and 
in the Haft Indies, is likewife under the yoke of 
moiopjly, but it is the queens revenue She 
receives 450,000 livrcs (0 for one hundred and 
fifty quintals, which arc annually lent to thofc 
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dlftant regions i” cxclufiW of the profits \thichBOOl 
muftarifclromthc faleof ihc pepper that is fent. 
from Goi in exchange. 

The government of Rio Janeiro almoft totally s*ate of 
occupies the long coaft, which commences at 
rUer Doce, and ends at that of Rio Grande of ofR^jli 
St. Peter; and in the inland countries, ir isneiw. 
bounded only by^ihe enormous chain of moun* 
tains whidi extends from Una to Minas Geraes, 

It has ahforbed the capiainfliips'o^ St. Efprit, of 
Cabofrio, and of the South Paraiba, granted by 
government at 'dlfTcrent periods,’ and vvhieH have 
fallen in again in IcVehit v.ajs lothe domainsof 
the ctTawn. 

Trife cultures remained for a Jong time in « 
languid Hate, irt this fpneious and ■beautiful pro- 
vince : but they daily acquire Ibme importhnee. 
Tobacco, indeed, is neither better, nor in greater 
plenty, than I: was formerly; but for thete three 
years pall the fiigar-canei have muUtplicd there, 
and more cfpecinlly in .the plains of Guaiacazes. 
Twelve modern plantations of cvccllcnt Irdigo, 
announce a more confiderablc number, and a 
tolerable quantity ‘of coHcc hath been brought 
from thence by the laft fliips. The fouthern dif- 
iriCls of the colony, as Or os Rio^ Grande, fur- 
nifti a great many. hides, fomc flour, and very 
good Oil provifionv. There arc fourteen or fif- 
teen dtficrent kinds of v\ood for dying, Vvjjich vviU 
foon be cut down; and levcn or eight Tortn of 
• gums, which will at lift bC gaiJicrcd. Two plants 
were difcovercd at Bahia, about iv^enty years ago, 
vhtch arcknowrn by the names bf Cuiuaia.^ aiui 
Tocum, and v\hi<.!i might be employed fbr fails 
and cotd-’ge. A fmall fhriib, infinucly more fit 
for thefe porpofes, hath been lately dilravered cn 
the tcrriinry of Rio Janeiro, and is very common. 

It ii fomeiimcs white, Ibmetimct yellow, and 
a fumetimes 
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BOOK fomcnmcs purple , but the firft of thcfc colours »2 
^ , the befl: 

There is no deficiency of hands for the carry- 
ing on the labours The province reckons forty- 
fix ihoufand luo hundred and leveniy one white 
men, ihiriy-twoihouland one hundred and twenty- 
fix Indians, and hfty-four thoufand and ninety-* 
one Negroes i [ 

Thc riches that arc produced by the labours of 
thcfc men, cither free or flaves, arc carried to Rio 
Janeiro, formerly the capital of all the Brazils, 
and the place of the Viceroy’s refidcnce j 
It is one ofithe fineft harbours that is known , 
though narrow at it’s beginning, it widens gra- 
dually Ships of all denominations enter it with 
eafe, from ten, or twelve o’clock in the morning, 
'pll the evening, and arc carried m by a regular 
«nd moderate /ea breeze It is fpacions, iafe, 
and convenient It hath an excellent bottom of 
/nud, and five or fix fatliom of water m every 
part ^ 

It was firft difcovered in 1525 byDiasdeSohs: 
Some French Proteftants, who were pcrfecutcd in 
their own country, made a rmalljfcttlemenr there 
under the guidance of Villegagnon This fettlc- 
jment confiftcd only of fifteen or twenty huts, made 
of booglw and covered over with grals, after the 
manner of ;hc favagesin tbofc parts Some fmall 
bulwarks that were ercQcd for planting qf cannon, 
occafioned the name of Fort Cohgni to be gi\ en 
to It It was deftroyed three y ears after by Ema- 
nuel de Sa, who, tn a fertile foil, under a beauti- 
ful fky, and at the foot of fcveral mountains, 
wjjicb w 

thc foundation of n city, which is become famous, 
fince fomc corfiderablc mines have been difcovered 
m 11 s neighbombood i 


/ i 
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0 This ciy Is the grand ilaple of the nchesB o o k 
v-hich flow from the Brazils to Portugah and the , . 
harbour where the finefl: fleets deflined for the^”"''*’^ 
fupply of that part of the New World put in. 

Bcfide the trnfures tint this continual arciilation 

tnuft produce, 3,000,000 hvres * remain there 
c.ery year for the cxpenccs of government, -and 
a much larger fum, when the miniftry of Lilbon 
think It fuitable to their fyftem of politics to have 
men of war built there. , 1 

A TOWN, where bufinefs is fo confiderable and 
lb conftanr, miifthave been fuccellively enlarged 
and peopled Moftof the citizens live m hdufes 
two ftoncs high, built wuh freeftone, or bricks, 
covered wuh tolerably fine flate, and ornamented 
with. a balcon), furrounded with lattices It is 
at thefe balconies that the women, either by 
^themfeUes, or attended by their Haves, make 
.their appearance, it is from thence, that they 
cafl flowers on the men whom they choole to 
diftingiulh, and upon ihofe whom they wiHi to 
'imite to the mofl intimate connexion between 
the two fexes The flreets arc large, and even, 
terminitcd by a chapel, where the people fing 
hymns every evening before a faint, magnifi~ 
cently habited, and fixed up m a gilded nitcli, 
well illuminated, and covered with the cleareft 
,Tnirror. There is no public edifice worthy of 
attention, except a large aquedu£t, which con- 
veys the water from the nei^bouring heights, 
and the mint. The cliurches are all /gloomy, 
low, and overcharged with ornaments, executed 

1 without taftc, r ‘ f' 

The morals are the fame at Rio Janeiro as at 
, Bahia, and m all the mine countries Similar 
ihcfis, fimilar treafons, fimilar revenges, and 
fimi’ar cxceflcs of all kinds prevail, andiwith 
equal impunity. 


• Its oool 


Ir 
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BOOK It hath properly been Yaid, that gold Xvas the' 
^i^^reprcfcntativc of all kinds of riches 5 but it might 
have been added, that it was likewifc the rcprclen- 
tativc of happincft and misfortune,* of olmoft all 
the vices, and of almod all the virtues : for what ^ 
good or bad aftion cannot be done by means of * 
gold ? It cannot therefore be furprifing lhat*noi 
thing fhould be a check upon «s, in our attempts fO 
obtain fb important an objedt ! It cannot be fur- 
prifing, that when obtained, 'it’ftiould become th* 
lource of the moft fatal abufes,' and that thefe 
nbufes fhould be mtihipltctl in’proportroh to the’vi' 
cinity, and'to the abundance of this precious ’and 
pernicious metal. • • t ^ ^ ~j 

‘ The fituaiion of the city, in' twenty two de- 
grees, twenty minutes of routhern latitude, placed 
u at fuch a^'diRancc from the Old World, that it 
might have' been prefumed moderate fortifications 
only would be 'required for it’s defences but ’as 
the temptation -for' attacking it ' might become 
greater, in proportion to the incrcafe of it’s riches, 
it was thought proper 10 add to the works.’ Thefe 
were already very confidcrable, when Du Guay 
.Trouin 'took. it 'in 1711, with fdgh ^intrepidity 
and fkill, as r^ounded much ‘to his'honour, and 
was 0* great nddiiion to the fame he had dlre.ady 
acquired. The new fortifications that liaVe fince 
been 'added to thole the'’French had mallered, 
have not made the town more iraprcgnablei as it 
’ may be attacked on other lldes, where the land- 
ing is very praClicabIcC ^If gold ‘can make it’s 
‘Way into brazen towers' through iron gates, much 
more will iron ^break down the gates that defend 
“go'id and diamonds.'’ And, mdeed, the court oi 
Lilbon has not thought it fufficient to fortify Rio 
‘Janeiro • ' « ’ 

• In the government of Rio -Janeiro, we meet 
with the ifiand of St. Catherine j nine leagues in 
- length, 
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length, and two in breadth, and feparatcd fromB o 9 K 
the continent by a narrow channel. Though the , 

.land be not low, it is not fecn at a diftance, be- 
caufe it is fhaded by tlie neighbouring mountains 
on the continent. ^Navigators find there- a per- 
jetual fpring, excellent water, great plenty of 
wood, a variety of delicious fruits, vegetables 
which are fo welcome to failors,~ and a pure 
air, ^except in the harbour, where the hills inter- 
cept the circulation of air, and make it conftantly 
damp and unwholefome. 

,iTo\tards the year i654» the court of Lifbon 
jave, Saint Catherine ■ to -Francis Dtas-Velho, in 
the lame manner as the other countries in Brazil 
had been ceded. This captain was killed by an 
Enghdi pirate ; and his ifland became the refuge 
of vagabonds. Thefe adventurers acknowledged, 
in a vague manner, the authority of Portugal, 
but did not adopt the exclufive fyftem of that 
Hate. They admitted iadifctiminaiely the fhips 
.of all nations that were failing to the South Seas, 
or to India, and gave them their oxen, their 
fruits, their pulfe, arad all their produdions, in 
exchange for arms, brandy, hnen, and wearing 
apparel. Befide their contempt for gold, they 
fiiewed ail indifference for all the conveniences 
tliat nature did not fupply them with, which 
.would have done honour to a virtuous people. 

• The feum and refufe of civilized bodies may 
fomciimcs form a well regulated focicty. The 
iniquity of our laws, the unjufi diftfibuiion of 
.properly, the mifcrics of want, the infolence and 
jmpunity ofvwealih, and the abufe of power, 

.often make rebels and criminals. If we collect 
together all ihofe unfortunate men, who arc ba- 
.niflied from, fociety by the too great rigour, -and 
often, the injuflice of the laws; and gi\c them 
an intrepid, generous,’ humane, and cnlightcr.ed 
, VoL.m. ‘ Dd chief; 
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BOO K chief •, we 'ftiall make thefc 'profligate, men' be- 
^ come honeft, tradable, and rallona). If theiV 
neceflliics urge them to war, they will become 
conquerors ; ‘and to aggrandize themfclves tliey 
^ will violate the tights of nations, -though ftrifl ob- 
fervers of their own reciprocal duties: fuch vveZe 
the Romans. If, for want of an able leader, they 
be left to chance and ‘natural events, they will be 
mifehievouE, reftlefs, rapacious, % unfettlcd, -^for 
ever at war^ either among themfelvcs or with 
their neighbours : fuch were the Paulifls/ Laftly, 
tf they can more eafily live upon the natural fruits 

• of- the earth, or by agriculture and trade, than 
by plunder t they will contradl the virtues proper 
'to their fituation,iand the mild inclinations that 

artfe from a rational love of eafe. Civilized by 
- die happinefs and fccuriiy of an honell and pcacc- 
.•'able life, they will refpedl in others thofe rights 
which they themfclvts enjoy, and will barter the 

■ foperfluities of their produce, ’for the convenience 

•of other nations: fuch were the people who had 
taken -refuge at St. Catherine’s. ’ ^ ’ 

They -lived with freedom and tranquillity, 
.when, towards the year 1738, it >vas ihouglrt 
proper to give them an adminiftration, to fend 

■ them troops, and to furround their harbour, which 

■was one of the bcft'tn America, with fortifica- 
tions. Thefe means of defence hove drawn up- 
'on them, in 1778, the arms of Spain, and have 
'not preferved them from an invafion. Since they 
arc returned under the dominion of their former 
tnafler, in confcqucnce of the reconciliation bc- 
ttween the two crowns, they liave acquired the co- 
-ohlttfEii', gi-eirc 

^in future. 

The town of &. Paul is thirteen leagues dif- 
^tant from the ocean, in a delightful climate, and 
dnthe midft of a country equally '.favourable for 

• - ^ ' the 
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the produftions of the two hemifphcres. It wasCOO K 
built about the year 1570, by the malefaflors . 

‘wiili which Portugal had infcftcd the coafls of 
‘the New World. 'No fooner did thefe villains 
perceive that it was intended to fubjeft them to 
' fome f) ftem’ of police, than they abandoned the 
fhores upon which they had been call by chance, 
and took refuge on Tome diflant fpor, where the 
power of the laws could not reach them.'' A. fitu- 
atton which a fmail number of men could defend 
againft a greater number of troops than could be 
font againft them, infpired them with the bold- 
refs o? determining to be their own mailers; and 
their ambition was crowned with fuccefs. They 
were recruited and mulupUcd by other banditti, 
and by the defcendencs proceeding from tiieir’ 
connexions with the women of the country. It 
• is faid that all travellers were ftri^ly forbidden to 
enter this new republic. To obtain an admit- 
tance, it was‘'previoufly neceflary to promlfe to 
fettle there; and candidates were to undergo a 
fevere trial. Thofe who could not go through 
ilut kind of noviciate, or who were fufpefted of 
perfidy, were baibaroully murdered ; as were 
likewife all who Ihewcd any inclination to quit 
the fettlemenr. 

A pUre air, a ferene (ky, a very temperate 
climate, though in the 24th degree of South 
latitude, and a land abounding with corn, fugar, 
and excellent pallurc ; all thefe citcumllances 
'confpircd to induce the Paulifts to lead a life of 
indolence, eafe, and effeminacy; but that reft- 
.lefincfs fo natural to rcfoluie banditti , that defire 
of dominion, which is nearly wnnedted with a 
love of independence, the advances of liberty, 
which lead men to wilb for glory of fomc kind 
or other, ‘and lodiftinguifh thetnfelvcs, perhaps, 
all thefe motives combined, prompted them to 
' . D d a forego 



54 04 HISTORY OF.SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOOKforego aneafylife, and to engage in hazardous 
troublefome cxcurftons. ' ' 

TuEY-oVcr-ran all the iriland parts of the Bra* 
zils, from one extremity to the oilier. All the 
, Indians who rcfift^d them were put to death-; 
fetters were the pornon-of cowards 4 and fevcral 
* of the Inhabitants hid themfelvcs in the moun- 
.tams to avoid flavery, or death. It 'would be 
jmpofiible to enumerate jhe devallations, cruel- 
,ties, , and enormities, of wliich thefe atrocious 
men verc guilty. Jn the midft o*f thefe horrors, 
lioweverj -fome. colonies ,wcre forming under a 
municipill government^ nnich may be confidered 
as'tfie origin of all the fetilements Portugal is at 
prefent in polTcfiio.i of in thofe territories. 1 Thefe 
' fmall republics, detached; in’fome meafure^ from 
the great one, gradually yielded to the intreatictf 
.that were mad? ufe of,‘in order that they fhould 
be fubje^^ed to an authority which they had never 
entitely dtfavowed ; and, in procefs of time, the 
Faulifts fubmitted to the crown in the fame man- 
ner as the other fulyefls. ' 

That diftrift then became a government ; to 
which were added, the captainlhips of Sc. Vm- 
.cent, and of Si. Amaro, which had been given 
to the two brothers, Alphonfo and Peter Lopes 
de Soufa, their two towns having been deftroyed 
by pirates. This arrangement, for which t't >s 
, difficult to aflign n caufe, divides the province of 
Rio Janeiro in two parts. ' 

The' country of St. Paul does not at prefent 
confift of more than eleven thoufand and ninety- 
three white men, tbiriy-ttvo rhouland one hundred 
.and twenty -fix Indians, and eiglity-rcvcn "Ne- 
groes, 'or Muhtioes' It fends nothing to Eu- 
lope except a fmall quantity of cotton, and It’s 
inland trade is confined to the. furnifhlng of Rio 
Jancira with flour and fait provifions. It liath 
i - - been 



IN THC. E\ST AND WEST INDIES 405 

been fourfd by fome, iha^ flax and hemp would BOOK 
fucceed veiy well there- and there is ro doubt 
of It’s being cs ea(y and important to grow filk 
m tlie country. The plentiful mines of iron and 
tin, which are found between the risers ThedlS' 
and MogyafiTu, in the Co’-delcirias of Paramn- 
Piacaba, at the dirtancc of four leagues from 
Sotocoba, mght alfo be worked to great advan- 
tage 

The fix protinccs we haie juft been fpeak Scateof 
iilg of, are fituated along the coafts-, there 
three others, extending ttom the Weft to the^mm^ 
Eaft, which occupy, in the center of the Bra- 
zih, the large plain from which all the rivers 
Ipring, that empty themfclvcs into thePanguai, 
into the Amazon, and into the Ocean. It is the 
moft elevated fpot of Portuguefe America, and 
IS filled with mountain^, running m various di- 
reftion^ Gold is found almoft thtoughom the 
whole of iti for which realbn u is called the mine 
country * 

The moft important of thefench governments 
IS known by the name of Minas Gcraes It reckons 
thirty fiv6 ihoufand one hundred and twenty- 
eight white men, twenty fix ihoufand and feven- 
ty-fi\e Irdian*, and one hundred and eight j,ihou 
fand four hundred •’ud fix flaves It’s capital is 
Villa Rica 

Jo\ xs, the capital of which \s Villa Boa, con- 
tains eight ihoufand nine hundred ard thirty one 
white men , twenty nine thoufand fix hundred and 
twenty two Indian*, and thirty-four thodfandonc 
hundred and four Negroe* 

MattoGrasso, the only village of which is 
Villa Bella, hath lot ycr inercafed its population 
beyond two ihoufand a"d thirty-five white men, 
four thoufand three hundred and thirty five 
Indian^, and feven thouCand^thtce hundred and 
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BOOKfifty-one fiavcs. It is the njoft weftcrn part of’ 
. ^ the Portugucfc dominions. It is bounded by 

■tlic Cliiquiios, and by the Maxos, - who were* 
fubjeilcd to Spain* by the labours of the Jc- 
fuits. k 

Hiflorpf The knowledge of the gold mines, in this part 
*^ine$ Wof/d, is traced to much more dlC- 

bull'd ill tant periods than is generally thought. As far back 
*heBra. as tUc ycac *577, the Pauliftsdilcdvercdfomencar. 
SannerSft^'® mountains of Jaguara; but the unfortunate' 
rorkiag death of king Sebailian foon occafioned this 
fourcc of wealth, which at !h.at lime had not been 
of any great'advantage either to the flatc.or to/ 
individuals, to be forgotten. 

^IK the hcjgbis of Jacobino, in thc-diilriifl of 
Rio das Vcllias, new mines were again difeovered 
in 1588, and to as littlcefTcft, , Phihp JI. being de-< 
terrained to contain by mifery, people who bore 
the Spani/h yoke vviih too much impatience, would 
not permit them to be worked. If he apparently, 
contented to this, in 1603, it was with a rcfoluiion > 
to prevent it, and .his bafc fucceflors adopted his 
tyrannical policy. • ' s 

The fortvinatc revolution which,* in 1640, j . 
freed the Portuguefc of their fetters, was fol- 
lowed long, and obflinaic wars Paring the 
courfe of this vio1cnt‘crifjs, the attention of the 
nation was wholly taken up irt the defence of it’s'^ 
lib'eriy, and *tbe miniftry were always engaged 
in looking out for the- rcfources of which they 
were continually in want. . ) 

- TitE date of the monarchy began to be fearched * 
into, and it’s improvement 16 “be thought of;' 
when, 'tn 1699, chance, offered tp fbme enter-- 
prtfing men great treafures in the province of ' 
Mmas Geraes. The gifts of bounteous nature ' 
were ro mote difregarded j and, three years after, J 
the court of Lifbon formed the fcttlements that' 

’ ■ W?r? 
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were necefiar^ to fccurc tlie icnefit of them Sibi*n O o K 
ra» R»o das Mortes, Oclio^ira* Paracatu, Do Cjn . J 
no, Rjo das Vclhas, Rio Docc. and Atiro Preto, 
are the phccs m ilut povernment here cold Inth 
been fucccfli\cl} found, and where it is fVilI difeo 
\cred at this daj 

The mines of Gojas were not difcONcrcd ’nil 
1726, they arc fitintcd m the diftndls of San 
Fehr, Meia Potua, O Tanado, Mocambo, a^d Na- 
tuidide 

Iv the >eari735, new ones wcrcfjirdin the 
province of Ivlatto GrofTo, at St Vinc^nr, at 
Chapada, St Anne, at Cuiaba, end at 
Arat.s. 

Reside thefc countries, which ere called by 
preference the Mine Regions, the mines of Jaco- 
bmo, and of Rio dns Contc% arc woiked m the 
government of Bahn, as are olfb ihofe of Par- 
nagua ard Tibog),in thegovernment of Si Paul , 
but neither of them are ver) abundint 

The cxirailion of goM n neither very Iibo > 
nous, nor dangerous in thofc pins of the New j 
World It IS fomcumC), on the furface of the 
foil, and tins is the purcll Kind ird, it otlier 
tunes. It IS receffary to dig for u to the d'^ptli 
of three or four fathoms, but feldom 1 )wcr A 
layer of Tandy earth. Known in the co*'iniry 
by the name of Sjtlro^ then nfually informs the 
miners that it would be ufelcls to fearch any fur- 
ther Although, in general, the veins that are 
regular, and in the fame dircftion, be the rich 
eft. It hatn been obferved, that thofc fpaces, 
the furface of which was moft fpangled with 
cryltals, we e thofc winch furnifhcd the great- 
eft pl'“niy of gold U is found in larger picc 
es upon the mount-u s, and barren or ftoiy 
rocks, than in the valhes or on the borders of 
nvers. But whatever place u may have beei 
gsthered 
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BOO Kgmlicrcd in, it is of tlircc-and-twenty carats ard 
. .. u half on coming out of the mine, nnleffit be 

^mixed wlili fulphur, filvcr, iron, or mercury, a 
circumflance that is common only at Goyas end 
Arnlis. , ’ 

EvEnvman who diicovers a mine, mud give 
notice of it to government. If the vtfin be 
tltouglu of Imle confequcnce, by perfons of -the 
art appointed to examine it, it is always given 
np to the public. If it be declared to be n rich ' 
vein, the government referve a portion of it 'to 
thcmfclves. Atunher fhnre is given to the com- 
mandant ^ a third to the inicndant, and twofharcs 
arc fecuted to the difcovcrcr; the reft is divided 
amorgft all the miners of the diftrid, in pro- 
ponion to their circumftaoccs, uhich are deter- 
mined by the number of their flave«. Thedif- 
putes winch this fpecies of property may give rife 
to, are tinder the cognizance of the ir.tendant; 
but an appeal lies from liis decrees to the fopreme 
court cftablifhcd at'TLifbon, under the title of 
Council H'Ouirfiner. 

Tub miners arc obK«d to deliver to the king 
the fifth part of the g<ud, which they cxtra^l by 
operations more or Icfs fucccrsful. Tins fifth was 
formerly corfidcrablr, as it exceeded 9,000,000 
of livres • annually, from the year 1728 to 1734; 
but it hath fince gradually tiecreafed. Alprefenc 
the annual produce of Minas Gciacs amounts 
only to 18,750,000 livres -j-; that of Goyas to 

4.687.500 livres J ; that of Matto Graflb to 

1.312.500 livres II i and that of Bahia and Sr, 
Paul together, only to 1,562,500 livres §. This 
makes, upon the whole, 25,312,500 livres^, 
of which the government receives 5,062,500 h- 
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vies*. The duties for the working 'of the goldB K 
into fpecic jicld 1,64.7,500 Hvrcsf ; and, at ihC t 
latc of i per Cent, they get 393,000 livres | for 
the conveyance,' which is executed by their Giips, 
of all the gold tliat belongs to trade; -fb that 
upon the 25,3t2,50oP which the mines pro- 
duce, the Tninillry take 7,103,000 Hvres 5 . They 
would even receive fomeiliing more, if to the 
amount of about 600,000 livres^, were nor -an- 
nually fmuffsled without payii'C the two laft men- 
tioned taxes, ■ ' ‘ ‘ 

The, amount of all the>meta!s ccnflantly' cir- 
culating in the Brazils is not computed at more 
than 20,000,000 livres 

- The firft political writers who turned their • 
thoughts towards the difcovciiesmadein this re- 
gioa of the New World, did not hefiwfe to fore- 
tcl, that the difference of value between gold and 
fjlver would be diminilhed. The experience of 
all countries and of all a^es had taught them, that 
though many ounces of filvcr had always been 
given for an ounce of gold, becaiife mines of the 
former had alwavs been more common than of the 
latter, yet the value of boih metals had varied in 
every country, in proportion to the abundance of 
cither. 

In Japan, the proportion of ^!d to filver is as 
one 10 eight ; in China, as one to ten in other 
parts of India, as one to eleven, tv. elve, thirteen 
or fourteen, as wc advance further Well. 

The like variations are to be met with in Eu- 
rope. In ancient Greece, gold w.as to filvcr as 
one to thirteen. When the produce of all the 
mines in the univerfe was brought to Rome, the 
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BOO Krniftrels of the world, tlie mod fettled proportion 

. was one to ten. It role as far as one to thirteen 

under Tiberius Nomberlefs and infinite varia- 
tions are to be met with in the barbarous ages. It 
a word, when Columbus penetrated into America, 
the proportion was lefs than one to twelve. 

The quantity of the/c metals, which ivas then 
brought from Mexico and Peru, not only made 
them more common, but ftill Incrcafcd the value 
of gold above filv^r, as there was gr'eater p’enty 
of the latter m thofe parts. Spain, that was of 
courfe the befk judge of the proportion, fettled it 
as one to fixteen in the coin of the kingdom , and 
this fyAcm, with Ibme flight sanations, wasadopted 
throughout Europe. 

'Tins proportion ftill cxifts; but we have no 
rcafon on that account to contradift lliofc wlio 
had foretold that it would alter If gold hath fal- 
len but little in the markets, and not at nil in the 
coin, fir.ee the Bra2iU fumifli a great quantity of 
ir, thisisowen to particular circumflances, which 
do not afTcdt the principle A great deal of gold 
is now tifcd for fcttiog of jc\vel«, and for gilding, 
which has prc\cntcd the price of jt from filling 
Ib much, as it would Invc done If our fafliions had 
not altered. It is this fame fpirit of luxury that . 
liatli always kept up the pnee of diamonds, though 
they are grown more common 
innory ATall iimcsmeDluvcaflc^lcd tomakca parade 
dVwUd of their richca, ciilicr bccnifc they were originally . 
inm-.df. the rewerdof ftrcngih, and the mjfk of pouerj 
becaufe ihe> ime every where obtained that 
i.'i uV. regard, which is due oaU* to abilities and virtue, 
m.iv. t.p. A tkfire of altrufting the attention of oiliert, 
1^4 If *' ptompts a man lo ornament h mfcif with the 
tUt ftjt,*. choiccft and nnjft brilliant things nature can fup- 
pl>. The f'fne vanity, in thx rtfpctft, prevails 
fiiiiotgthc favagrs asm civnliard nation*. Of all 

the 
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the fubftances that reprefent the fplendour of opu*B K 
lence, none is fo precious as the diamond ; nor hath 
any been of fuch value in trade, or lb ornamental 
in focicty. Our women are Ibmeiiraes da2zling 
with them It fhould feem as if they were more, 
anxious to appear rich than handfome. Arc they 
not then fenuble, that a neck and an arm ele- 
gantly turned, are a ihoufand times more aitraft- 
ing when uncovered, than when they are con- 
cealed under jewels? that the weight of their ear-' 
rings disfigures their ears ? that the luftre of the 
diamond only dirnltiifhes that of their eyes ? that 
this cxpenfivc drefs ts rather a fatire upon their 
hufbands or their lovers, than an encomium upon 
their charms ? that the Venus de Medicis hath 
nothing but a plain bracelet*? and that be tvho 
only admires in a fine woman the brilliancy of 
her jewels, is a man devoid of taftc } 

There are diamonds of all colours, and of 
every (hade of the fcvcral colours. The diamond 
hath the red of the ruby, the orange of the hya- 
cinth, the blue of the fapphire, and the green of 
the emerald. This laft is the mod fcarcc and the 
deareft when it is of a beautiful tint. The rofe 
diamonds, bloc and yellow, are the next in va- 
lue. The yellowifh and the blackifh are lead 
edeemed. Tranrparcncy and cleamefs arc the na- 
tural and cdentisil properties of the diamond, to « 
which art hath added the briUiact and fparklmg 
ludre of the fcvcral faces. ‘ ' 

The diamond is a crydallized done, of the form 
of an oilohedro’i, more or Icfs well lhaped. It’s 
furfaces are in the fiiapc of a pyramid, either long- 
er fiafj bur it’s fohd angles are never A> clearly 
DOT fo T?gnUrly teiminatcd, as they appear in the 
other cryllallizcd doncs, and cfpecially in the rock 
Ciyftal 


But 
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b’ook' But* this does ^not prevent ^it’s crydallizaiioni' 
IX. from being regular in the infide. This ftonels- 
’ “'"^compofed of fmalMayers, exceedingly thin, and- 
fo clofcly joined together as to forma'fmooth and* 
brilliant furface,* even at'the pans ‘where they are 
broken. Notwithftanding this very 'clofe con- 
ne£lion between the elements' of 'cryftallizaiion 
in the diamond, ic can only be polilhed by find-? 
ing out the difpofitionv of the layers In their ‘ 
tranfverfe diredtion, at the point whcre‘ tlie* ex- ' 
treme end of one layer lies over the other. With- 
out this precaution, tlie lapidaries would n6t fuc- 
ceed, and the diamond would'not take tlie po-‘ 
lilb, as isialways the calc with ihofe which they 
call veiny diarnsn^s^ in which thefe extremities are^ 
not uniform, and in the lame dircftion. The dia-' 
mond cutters compare the compofition of thefe ' 
ftones to the arrangement of‘ the fibres of wood* 
in the knotty parts, where they interfeft each other 
in every diredtion/ ... . , ) 

The ‘diamond is fuperior to any other precirtus • 
flonc,' m It’s luftre, it’s fire, and it’s folidity. To' 
thefe advantages are added- tiiofe of being more' 
cledlrical, of receiving a greater quantity of light, ’ 
when gently warmed by the fire, or exj^fed to' 
the rays of the fun, and of retaining' this light 
longer than other bodies, when it is afterwards' 
placed in the dark.- Thefe properties, and per-' 
haps likewifc' fomc imaginaiy qualities, have in- 
duced natural philofophers to -think,' that the dia-‘ 
mond was formed of a more pure fubfiance' than 
any other ftone. Several perfons have even ima- ' 
gined it contained fome of that primitive adami-* 
iical earth, w bieh Iwili been ^for fo Jong a time • 
the objeft of fomany laborious inquiries and ex-' 
iravagani fpcculations. . - * - , • ' 

The hardnefs of the diamond fu^fied th^ 
idea, of It’s being impolfibic to bedcflroycd, even 
s by 
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,by the moil imenfe firc; and this opinion ap-BO o ic 
peafcd to be very well founded. Notwithfland* 
ing this, the analogy upon this point, deduced 
tfrom other ftones, and cfpecially from thofe that 
are compofed of quartz, which do not undergoany 
alteration by fire, was never more dcfcflivc than 
• in thisinfianec.r ' i ' ' / 

, There are no accounts of the diamond having 
been fubmitted to the adtion of fire previous to 
ithe'year <694. and 1695, when the celebrated 
-Averani expofed one to the focus of a birrning- 
glafs, for the information of his pupil John Gaf- 
'ton de Medicis.i The celebrated natural philofb- 
phers of thofe times, who afitfted at this experi- 
ment, beheld with aftonilhment that the dia- 
mond 'was exhaled in ‘a vapour, and difappcarcd 
entirely, while the ruby, of a lefs compaft tex- 
,ture intn the diamond, only grew fofier'j and 
.while other precious fiones, of a ftill fofter texture, 
did not experience fuch confiderable alterations. 

This finguiar experimenr was repeated upon fe- 
veral-dutmonds with.eqiul fuccefsj but the in- 
tenfenefs of the fire employed, was a convincing 
proof that it could not have been done by any 
•other means. Thefe firft experiments were buried 
in oblivion, till the ragn of the Emperor Fran- 
cis I. who repeated them at Vienna ; expofr’g 
diamonds, and other precious ftones, to the moft 
intenfe fire of a furnace. The refult was a con- 
firmation of the fadt, that diamonds are deftroyed 
with the greateft'eafeby fire, while otherprecious 
ftones, even thofe of the fofteft kind, are at moft 
but fltghtly affedled. 

The fadls, though well attefted, appeared fo 
extraordinary, and were fo contrary _to^ the re- 
ceived prejudices, that they fiink again into obli- 
vion. Though recorded by the cotemporary 

writers. 
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HOOK writers, they were rwcnhelcrs either unknown, 
* denied by thofe who lud not been vvitncfTcsof 

them. 

At length M. Darect undertook in France, tn 
1758, to expofe the diamond to the fame he.it 
• ms porcelain. After he had fattsfied himfcir of the 
truth of the experiments made in Germany, Iw 
•communicated them to the Academy of Sciences, 
and afterwards repeated them in the midfl of P.i- 
lii«, in order tliat they might be cflabliflied with 
all pofTihlc aiuhenticiiy. As this able philofo- 
pher hath fince varied and'comblncd his expf- 
•riments, tlie incontediblc refult of them, and of 
. •thofe that have been made after him, is, tliat the 
diamond evaporates and burns away readily in the 
ifire and in the open air ; and that the complete dc- 
ftruflion of it, far from requiring the intenfe heat 
.which it had been expofed to before his time, 
.fcarce requires the degree of licat ncccfTiry to 
keep fine filver in fulion. 

M. Daucet hath moreover proved, that the 
diamond can be dcflroytd, not only in the open 
air, but hkewife in crucibles made of the beft 
baked porcelain, and hermetically fealed, provided 
the crucibles be put in the fire of large glafs- 
houfes, or in the mtenfc fires for making porcc- 
•lain, and which have been long kept up. 

Tjic rooft atlivc menfiruums, fuch as alkaline 
falls in fiifion, and the moft concentrated mine- 
rals, afiiflcd even by the heat of fire, have no 
cfTcCl upon the diamond. ' It is not afFcftcd by 
their aflion ; it docs not mix with any glafs in vi- 
trification j It does not unite with any fubftance 
that is yet known*, and llicfe qualities are equally 
common to the diamonds of India as to thofe cF 
Brazil; to the white diamonds, as to' thofe that 
arc black, or coloured j to the perfect diamonds, 

. ^ ' and 
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'nnd to the veiny dinmbnds, which cannot be B o^o K 
* worked. * ,— 

Such are the particular properties of this fab* 

,ftancc» which is hitherto tmparailcled in nature j 
-that, although it poflTefics all the external appear- 
ances of other flones, it Itath cot the lead affinity 
to them in the nature of it*s coropofillon , that, 
noiwiihftanding It’s exceflivc hardriefs, it Is the 
only one of the fpecies which doth not refift 
the afiion off even a moderate fire, but Is entirely 
• difiipaiedby it. Thus it is ilm Nature, in her 
three kingdoms, difplays an infinite variety of 
'furprifing irregularities. Sometimes Ihe feems to 
-confine herfeU in the chain and fcale of beings, to 
.the order of almoCt* itcpetceptible dvlTercnces; 

•and fometimes, breaking through every kind of 
.feries, fhe takes a fudden {light, leaving an im- 
menfe void behind her, and fixes two diffanc 
•boundaries, the intervals of which it is impofiible 
•to fill up. Thus it is that certain vegetables al- 
ready icnjoy fome of the advantages of animal 
‘life! It IS the fame thing with gold, wuh mer- 
cury, and with fulphur, compared to other mineral 
‘ and metallic fubdances. It is the fame, in a word, 

.With man, who leaves all other aaitnals at fo great 
a dtftance behind him. 

There tire very few diamond mines. Till oF 
late>years, we knew of none but in the Ead-Iii- 
dies. ‘The oldeft is on the river Gouel, that 
iffuea from the mountains, and - falls mio the 
Ganges. It is called the mine of Solempour, From 
the name of a village built near ibat pirt of the 
liver where the diamonds ore found. Very few 
diamonds have ever been taken out of'it, any 
more than ov\t of the Succadan, a river iu the 
ifland of Borneo. The chain of mountains that 
extends from Cape Comorin to Bengal hath yielded 
much more. 


There 
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took TnrRr is n grcit \ancty m the foil from 
whence the dinmontls nrc c'cirKflcd Spheral of 
thtfe mines nrc fix, ciglit, And fomcurncs «s far 
ns twelve feet d^ep, in o Tandy nnd fiony (oil} 
others arc found in n fpccics of fcrrui’tnovis minc- 
xal, wiRre they nrc fifiy fathoms deep But n all 
pnrts tilts fing i!-»r ftdne is mfuhted, nnd do h rot 
fccm to adhere to any bafis of to any rod: ft 
IS furrounded oi all fidcs by n tiun pellid**, rallter 
opaque, and of the mtnre of thednmoid itfelf 
Ihis p-llide ts commonly covered over with a 
cruft not very folid, which is formed by the fur- 
rounding cnrihorfaitd 

ThI Europeans, except a few nquifiuvc tra- 
vellers, do not IrtquciH the mines of Indoftan, 
They are worked by the natives, who deliver the 
dtanonds to the rich Banyans who corned iherq 
formerly to Mvdrais, but who, fince the roods 
have been mide, Irccin to convey them to Cal- 
cutta Thi whole or this branch of commerce 
js fllmoft cPtircly fallen, for a confiderable time 
paft, into 01C hands of a Jew Engliflimen, who 
ind“ on their own nccounr They lort the ftones 
of different weight, and of clifTcrcnt qualities, ard 
put them into proper bags, which arc fealed up, 
and fold in London with their invoice Reckoning 
the fix hft yfcars as one common year, the united 
va'tie of all thefe diamonds haih amounted an- 
nually to -,420,000 livres * To this eftimate, 
which oily comprehends what is regiftered, mull 
be added what hath liecn conceal^, in order *0 
avoid the duty of two and three quarters per cent 
which mult be paid to the India Company 

Axojjo .thefe dtatoQod^ there was one Jiuipd 
of an irregular ftiape, and which weighed 193 
carats when cut It was the prop-rry of an Ame- 
rican, who refiifed to cede it to the Emprefs-of 
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Ruffia for fhe fiim of 2tsoo,poo hws *, befide a B Q o K 
hfc annuity of 25,000 iiyresT* Tins mcrcliant . ^ 

met wuh no purdiafcr, at\d thouglit himfclf 
fortunate when Count Orloff^ fome time aftcr^ 
renewed the offer of 2,500,000 T, but ^vlthout the 
annuity In 1772, C^thcnnc condefcended to ac- 
cept, on her fcRival day, this taluableprcfcni from 
the hands of her favourite 

It Y^as to be feared, that the Tcvolulions winch 
fo frequently fubvert Indoftart would occafion q 
fcarcity of diamonds , but this apprehcnftoix 
removed, by a riifcovery which was made m 172S, 
at Brazil, upon fom* branches of the river das 
Caravelas, and at Serro de Fr»o, m the provincp 
of Mmas Gerats i 

Some flaves, condemned to fcarch for gold, ufed 
to find fomc little bright pebbles mix: with it. 
which they threw away as pfelefs among the fand 
end gmvel Antonio Rodrigues Banhi^ fufpefled 
the valu'c of tlitm, and coromuniciied his idea to 
Pedro d’ Almeida, the govetpoT of the country. 

Some of thefe brilliant pebbles were lent ro the 
court gf Lifbon, vyho, m 1730, commiffioncd 
d’ Acunha, vhcir minifler m Holland, to hive them 
examined After repeated experiments, the arrifls 
pronounced them to be very fine diamonds 

Thi. Poxtuguefe immcdinicly gathered them 
with fo much diligence, that the Rio Janeiro 
fleet brought home eleven hundred and forty fix 
ounces. This plenty Icflenyd ihcir price confi 
dcrably % but the mcafurcs taken by an attentive 
mmiftry foon made them rife to their orjgmal vn- 
luc They conferred the excluCivc tight of fcarcU- 
jng for dnmonds on n few wealthy afioctates, 
and in order even to reftram rhe 'vvidity of the 
company itfclf, u was ftipulatcd that it fiiould 
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B’do Kc^Hoy no moreihan fjx bimdred flavcs’lh’ 
-bufmerv It hath fmcc-bcen permitted lo inci 
' ^ their number -at plcafure, paying icxs'ibJs • 

day for 'every miner. - '■> • ■, 

To ihfurc the bufinefs of- the chartered cor 
ny, the gold-'mincs, which were worked in 
• neighbourhood, v/ctc in t general fhut up; i 
thofe who had founded their cJcpe£\ations of 
tunc upon' this frequently, deceitful bafis,’ ’ 
compelled id turn' (heir-odUvity into fomc'c 
channel. The other citizens were fullered tc 
main upon ‘their eftates ;• but capital punifhm 
were decreed by the law'againft any -peribn 
fhduld incroach upon “the cxclufive rights grai 
to the company, . Since the Covenign- hath' 
cecded to the company»'aIl the citizens are alio 
to fcarch' fof' diamonds; bili'under the reHrid 
of delivering them to tlie agents of the crowi 
theprice It hath ftipulatcd, and on paying twe 
percent; upon this fum. • . ' > ' ' 

' Thb diamonds ’that are intended'-to be-i: 
from thV New AVotld^to the Old, arc intlofec 
a calket 'which'hath three -locks, •-’the keys 
which arc ftparatcly put into ithe hands of 
chief members of' admlniftratton; and tho/e'k 
are depofued in another cafleer,* which is to 
fealed' with' the viceroy’s' feal. ; .While, the'-' 
clufive privilege fubfifted, this precious 'depc 
on it’s arrival m Europe^ was remitted to gdvc 
ment, 'who retained, according to a fettled tcj 
-Iation,'the‘Vety’(carce’'diamonds Vvhich cXceei 
twenty fc'arais, and 'delivered every year,' for - 
■profit of the company, to one, or to feveral o 
irfl’dVofs united, -'forty thoufand carats, at pri 
•which havcTucccffively vatied. --An ’engagem 
'v/as'mdde on one hand to receive that quantit 
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end on the other, not to diftribulc any more ; and BOOK 
whatever might be the produce of the mines, 
which nccefianly varied, the contraft was faitlifully 
adhered to 

At nrcfe.it, the court throws fixty tlijufand 
carats of diamonds into trade. Thcfe arc monopo- 
lized by one tingle merchant, 'who gives 3, 120,000 
lUres*, at the rate of 25 hvres -f the carat fbr 
them. If ‘the rmugghng amounts to a tenth, 
as well informed’ perfons fuppofe, the fum of 
3i2,ooo'\ivrcs muft be added to the Dm re- 
ceived by government 1 it Will be found that the 
produce of thofe mines, the riches of which there 
is fo great a propenfity to exaggerate,, doth not 
amount annually to more than 3,432,000 HvresH. 

TheCe rough' diamonds are purchaied by England 
and Holland,' who furnith them to other nations, 
more or lefs well cut. ' *■ ' i 

■ The, diamonds of Brazil are not found in 
quarries; moft of them arc fcattered in th? rivers, 
the courfe of which is mofe or lels frequently al- 
tered It is a queftion not yet decided, whether 
they be formed thcrc,''or whether they have been 
carried there by' the waters which empty ilicm- 
felvcs into thcfe. tivers. The incrcale of their 
quantity in tlie rainy fealbns, and after violent 
ftorms, would induce one to believe, that they 
have been wafhed away by the torrents which 
have detached them from 'the rocks and moun- 
tains. ' ' ' Jr ' t 

Itr the Eaft and Weft Indies, the mines ar6 
fituated at a fmall diftance from the equator* 
fome of them m the firft degrees of nortKern lati- 
tude, and others in the cortcCpondenc* degrees 
of fouihern latitude. The cruft which the rough 
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BOO K diamonds are furrounded with, is thicker in the 
t . diamonds , of Brazil »than in ihofe ofindoftan; 

and it is an ea/y matter, ‘ or at Jeail: poflibic, to dif- 
tinguifh them in that primary ftate. But themoft 
ikilfunapidariesaredeceived^in them,* after they 
have been once cut j - they arc accordingly of 
equal value in trade i but this equality is to be 
pnderftood only of the {mail diamonds. Moft of 
Jhc American diamonds, beyond four or five ca* 
Tats, have blemithes, VfWch are feldom found in 
thofe of Afia } and .in that cafe the difference in 
the price is prodigious.* Someartifls are Jikevvife 
of^ opinion, that the latter are harder, and more 
brilliant than the former | but this opinion is not 
generally received. , \ 

Some very imperfedtamethifis and topazes arc 
Jikevvife found in the diamond, and gold country, 
as well as fome tolerable fine cryfolites. Thcfe 
• precious (lones-were never under the yoke of 
monopoly j and thofe who difeover them are at 
liberty to difpofe of them in whatever manner 
they think moft fuitable to their intcreft, Their 
annual exportation,, however, does not amount to 
more than 150,000 livres*, and the duties which 
government receives from them, trt the rate of one 

per cent, do not exceed 1,500, livrcsf, ^ , , 

Mines of iron, fulphur, ontimony, tin, lead, ‘ 
and .quickfilver, arc likcwife found in thcfe ricli 
.countries, and in fome .other provinces of Brazil } 
but no care hath been taken to open any of them. 
Copper -only feerrts to have been refufed by na- 
ture to this vaft and fruitful region of the New 
Hemifphcre. 

frefent A COLONY fo tnicrcfting hath been ufcful to 
Portugal in fcvcral ways. The incrcap; of the 

6 i\. lei. 


€,»SoL' 


public 



IN THE EAST AND WESTINDIES. -431 

public revenue, by the Brazils, feems to have been book 
the kind of advantage which hitherto hath moilly, 
engaged the attention of the government. 
obligation to pay for the tranfportaiion of the me* 

' tals, which is referved for ftiips of war j the cxclu- 
■ five trade of diamonds, the fale of a great number 
of monopolies, the overloading of the cufloms j 
fuch are the principal fourecs of wealth, which 
even in Europe, an infaiiablc treafury hath open- 
ed to itfclf. ^ ^ 

These vexations have been 'carried ftill far- 
ther in America. A fifth of the profits upon gold 
and diamonds is required, which amount to 6 or 
7,000,000 livres (fll, A tenth is demanded upon 
all kinds of produAions, which, though colledted 
without feverity, amounts to 2,873,000 livres (i). 

The inhabitants are obliged to purchafe crufades, 
which do not exceed 160,000 livres (f). A duty 
is alfo exadled upon Haves, which amounts to 
1,076,650 livres (j). ‘Another for the rebuilding 
‘ofLifbon, and for public fchools, which amounts 
to 385,000 livres (e) j anotherfrom all lubaltcrn of- 
ficers ofjufticc, which amounts to 1 53,000 livrcs(/). 

,Ten per cent, is likcwifc required upon every im* 
port andexport,whichmayyicld4, 882, ooolivresf^); 
and 1,124,000 livres (i) arC demanded For the li- 
berty of conveying to inland countries the liquors 
and the commodities that arc brought into porr. 
Government hath alfo referved to itlclf the mo- 
nopoly of fair, foap, mercury,' aqua foriis, and 
cards, which it farms out for 710,320 livres (i"). 

Notwithstanding all thelc taxes, which 
bring in annually 18,073,970 livres (.k) to the 
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BOOK crown, it hath ftill contra< 5 led engagements in the 
. Brazils It owes 713,000 Iwes'^'to Para, 

^17,600 livres-f- to St. Paul and to Matto-Groffb, 
10,110,000 livres to Rio Janeiro; in all 
* 1 i,344,6co livres §. In the former of thefe go- 
, vernments, the debt bath been occafioned by the 
recent conftruflion of fome forts, moreorlefs ne- 
ceflary ; and in the latter, by the wars which were 
obliged to be carried on agatnit the Guaranis in 
- 1750, and by ihofe which it hath been requifi'c 
to fuftain agamft Spain. 

^ On the other band, in 1774, the Brazils were in- 
debted to the merchants of the mother-country to 
the amount of 15,165,980 livresji. This was at 
lead the opinion of a man who hath attended mod 
to this great fcttlemcnr, and hath acquired the bed 
.information concerning it. 

Foretjrn .Thb Colony hath formed fome commercial in- 
with fevcral countries of the globe.' For- 
Bmii. mcriy the fhips which returned from the Bad In- 
dies to Portugal ufed to put m there, and to dif- 
pofe of part of tbeir cargo. This intercourfe 
hath been interrupted in latter times,- for realbns 
with which we are unacquainted, but which can- 
not be good ones. ’ ‘ ’ ; 

The Wedern Coaft of Afiica, from tlic Cape 
dc Verd Iflands to beyond the country of Angola, 
is mote than ever frequented by the Braziii.an na- 
vigators, and thofc of Rio Janeiro have begun, 
not long ago, to trade on the northern coad. 
VefTeis arc employed in ihefc voyages which arc 
built in the colony iifclf, and which are not of 
lefs than fixty tons burdcri, not more than one 
hundred and forij. The crew is cither entirely 
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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. , 

or moftly compofed of Negroes and Mulaltoes book 
U is for the working of the mines, and for the ^ 
cultivation of the lands, that this great exertion is ~ 
made. It is evident from Ibmc very aaiihentic 
memorials which arc now .before us, that for 
thefe eight jears part, ^xteta thoufand three hun- 
dred and three flaves have been earned off from 
thefe unfortunate fhores every year. Theft flaves, 
at the rate of 312 Uvres*, one'^ with another, 
muft have coft 5,161 >536^ •Iivres'f. Thcyjiave 
been paid for with the gold, the tobacco, the 
rums, and the cottons, which come from Brazil; 
and with the glafs manufaClurcs, the mirrors, the 
ribbands, and fevcral kinds of toys brought from 
Europe, r . 

The conncillons of the colony with the Portu- 
guefe iflands are mamtamed for another purpofe. 

It receives annually from Madeira, by means of 
eight or tune fmall fhips, to the amount of 

400.000 livrcs J in wine, vinegar, and brandy; 
and from the Azores, by means of four or five 
more vefTels, to the amount of 610,000 li\rcs§ 
in liquors; to which are added, linens, fait pro- 
.vifions, and flour. The agents of this trade, lade 
thcmfelvcs, in return, with thoft produftions of 
Brazil, the cxclufive property of which the riio- 
thcr-country hath not referved to iifelf. Thefe 
fevcral branches of trade jinited, do not carry 
away annually more than to the amount of 

2.271.000 livresE* of the produdlion of the co- 
lony. 

Almost all the riches of this vafl region of the 
New World, are carried inro Portugal From 
the year 1770 to 1775, they amounted annually 

* 
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BOOKto the Turn of 56,945^,290 livreS* Gold, dja- 
, monds, four hundred and forty three thousand 

^"'''^quintals of fugar, fifty eight thoiifand five hun- 
dred quintals of totacco, four thoufand five 
hundred quintals of cotton, twenty thoufand 
quintals of vood for dying, orie hundred four^ 
teen thoufanti and twenty hides, together With 
fome other olyedls of Icfs importance, made up 
this Igreat fum 

After the period we have been fpeaking of, A 
few variations took place We are not fufii 
ciently acmiainied with them to afeertam them 
with preciuon , but \vc know to a certainty* 
that the mother county hath received every year 
from Rio Janeiro, a (mall quantity of coffee and 
of 7nd^go, togeiher With one th^fand quintals 
of fugar, more than it received formerly Wc 
know to K ceriaintj, tliat it hath received front 
Para, and from Maragnan, evety year, three 
hundred and tvVenty one quintals of nee, and one 
liundrcd and ninety two quintals of cotton tnore 
than were formerly lent, and we al(b know, 
that there hath been in annual diminution of 
four thoufand hides, and of 965,000 livrest m 
the gold, among the ftveral rcminances that have 
been made 

The colony is -paid with mcrchandife, which 
have not coft originally above fifteen or fixteen 
millions of livrcsj The duties received by the 
fovcrcign himfcif, fcvcral monopolies exorbitant 
taxes, the dearnefs of freighting, and the profiis 
of the trade, ibforb the remainder 

Portugal did not formerly fend from ii’sown 
country to it's colonies any thing befide liquors^ 
but /Jrce the tndufiry of rhe province is, m fbmc 
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degree, revived^ it ful'nintes one half of the cori*D O o K. 
fumptjons made in the part of the New Hcnii-. 
fphcrc that is tinder it’s doWiinion. 

It ‘ is wUh tvid-thitds of the produdliotis of 
Brazil, which are fold to foreigners ; it is with 
the gold and the diamonds which come from 
thefe regions; it is with the wines, the woollen 
cloths, the fair, and the fruits of the mother- 
country itfelf, that Portugal is enabled to pay 
fixty milhons* for the mcrchandife which they . 
annually receive from the fevcral countries of Eu- 
rope.’ Thefliare which the fcvcral nations have 
taken in this trade hath experienced great variati- 
ons. At this prefent lime, England is' in pofleflfi- 
on of fourteen parts of it, Italy of eight, Holland 
of feven,' Hamburgh of fix, France of five, Swe- 
den of four, Denmark of four, Spain of two, and 
RuQia of one only. The fpoils of this nation have 
hot always been’ thus divided. 

The fifftconquefts of the Pomigiiefc in Africa Portugal 
and Afia, did hot ftifle the feeds of their induftry. 

Though Lifbon was become the general ware- tjemenis^' 
houfc for India goods, her own filk and woollen fallen 
manufactures were llill maintained, and were 
fufficicnt'for the confuraption of the mother- men d^' 
country and of Brazil. The national J^^ivity 
extended to every thing, and made fome amends of th^ 
for the deficiency of population, 'which was be- 
coming daily more confiderable.- Alnidft the va- 
rious calamities that Spanifhmanny opprefTed the 
kingdom with,"thc Poriuguciecouldnot complain 
of a cefiation of labour at borne ; nor was the 
nuroberof manufactures much IcfTened at the time 
“when they recovered theTnibcrty. - - ^ ^ 

The happy re\’olution that placed the Duke of 
Braganza upon the throne, was the period of jhis 
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BOO K<3ecay, A fpirit of cnihuGafm feized upon the 
IX. people. Some of them crofled the feas, m order 
'■ — to defend diflant poflcflions againft an enemy 
* who was imagined ro be more formidable than he 
really was. , The reft took -up arms to cover the 
frontiers Theintereft of the 'whole nation pre- 
vailed over private views, and every patriot was 
felicitous only for his country. It might natu- 
rally he expedled, that when therfirft-cnthuGafm 
was paft, every one would refume his ufual em- 
ployment? but, unfortunately, the cruehvar which 
followed that great event, ‘was attended with fuch 
devaftations in an open country, that the people 
chofe rather to forego their labours,- than toexpofe 
themrdves to fee the fruits of them continually 
deftroyed, Theminiftry encouraged this fpirit of 
I indolence by meafures which cannot be too fevere* 
lyjcenfured. : ^ 

Their fituation put them under a neceflity of 
forming alliances. ' Political reafons fecured to 
them .all the enemies of Spain. The advantages 
they muft nccefiarily reap from the 'diverfions 
made in Portugal, c could not fail of attaching 
them to it’s intereft. If the new court bad form- 
ed 'fuch extenfive views, as from the nature of 
their enterprife it might be prefumed they had, 
they would have known that they had no need to 
make any facrificcs in order to acquire friends. 
By an ill-judged precipitation they ruined their 
amirs. They gave up their trade to other powers, 
who were almoft as much inlcreftcd in their pre- 
fervatjon as they were ihemfelvcs. ' This infatua- 
tion made tliofe powers imagine they might ven- 
Aiw .ary'diiig; jwu* jvsidiy iftjp jntnnpiuu* 
them to incroach upon the privileges that had been 
fo improperly lavifhed upon them. The induftry 
of the Portuguefe was deftroyed by this compctiii- 
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»on, but \vns tigain TevUc6,’m feme degree,* by onu o o K 
. error of the French miniftry. 1 - . 

This crown had, fora confidcrahlc time part,' — ' 

ibect) in pon'eflion of fome iflands in -America. 

.The fhackles with .which they had been rcflraineU 
.had ’till then impeded ihcir fertility. The cul- 
'tures uould fpeeddy and infallibly have been im« 
-provcd'by a well digefted plan of liberty,. Tiie 
crown chofe rather to featre to the monopoly, to 
which they were fubjcAcd, the cxclufite right of 
fupplying the kingdom ; and thefugarsand tobac- 
cos. of Brazil, were driflly prohibited there in 
i 664.‘‘ The court of Lilbon, irritated, as they 
had rcafon to be, with this inconfiderate prohi- 
bition, forbad, on their pans, the importation 
of French manufadlures) the only ones, at that 
period, which were cdecincd In Portugal. Genoa 
immediately feized upon the filk trade, and haih 
kept it evcrfincci and England appropriated to 
ilfclf the woollen trade, though with lefs uninter- 
rupted fuccefs. The Poriugucfe, mflruftcd by 
workmen from all quarters, began, in'^i68r, to 
manufadlurc the fleeces of ihcir own flocks. The 
progrefs of this manufailurc was fiifficienily rapid, 
to enable the government to proferibe fcveral kinds 
of foreign woollen cloths, and, foon after, lofor- 
' bid thofe of all kinds. • •• 

Great Britain was much chagrined at ihcfe 
arrangements. For a long time, the Engllfh 
ftrove,>with great afliduiiy, to open the commu- 
nication afrefh, which load been fhut aqainfl them. 

-•Their endeavours were fbmciimes likely to be at- 
.tended with fuccefs ; but tliey were foon after 
' obliged to gi\c up ihofe hopes, which they had 
' realon to think fo well founded. It was impoflible 
^ to dilcoi’cr in what manner ihefc attempts would 
end, when a revolution happened in the political 
fjflera of Europe, which at once overturned all 
the former ideas. 

A CRANDn 
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BOOK A. GRANDSON of Lewis XIV. was called to the 
^ throne of Spain. All- nations were alarmed at 
this acceffion of power to the houfe of Bourbon, 
which they already thought too formidable, and 
too ambitious.-. .Portugal, in particular, which 
had always conCideted .France as a firm friend, 
now beheld in her an enemy, who muft neccffarily 
defire, and perhaps promote, her ruin. i This 
induced her ro apply for the prote£ihn of Eng- 
land, which -being. accufiomed to turn every 
event to her own commercial advantage, could 
rtot fail of availing ilfelf, with warmth, of a cir- 
cumftance fo favourable to it’s intereft. /The 
Tnglifh ambafiador Methuen, a profound and 
able ncgoclator, figneda treaty, on the 271!! of 
December 1703, by which the court of Lifljon 
^nga^d to permit the importation of all Britifh 
woollen goods, on the lame fooling as before the 
prohibition;* upon^ condition . that the Portugal 
wines fiiould pay a duty one third lefs than ihofe of 
France, to the cuftom-houfe in England. 

' The -advantages of this llipulation were very 
certain for, one of the parlies, but only probable 
for the other. England obtained an . cxclufive 
privilege for lier tnanufaftures, as the prohibition 
remained in full force .with regard to thole of 
other nations; but granted nothing on her part, 
having already fettled, for her own interclt, what 
Ihe now artfully reprelcntcd to her ally as a great 
favour. Since France had bought no more cloths 
of the EngHlh, they had obferved that the high 
price of French wines was prejudicial to the ba- 
lance of trade, and had therefore endeavoured to 
JriJen the confampthn, by hying heancr datks 
upon them. Tb^ have again increafed them 
from the fame motive, and Hill made a merit of it 
, to iljc court of Lilbon, as being a proof of their 
fricndfhip. 

The 
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' The Pornigucre tnanufaflurcs fell, being v!n*B o 9 K 
able 10 fupport the compcuiion of Uic EnRlifh. . 

Great Britain clothed her new ally; end as the 
wine, oil, fait, and fruit ftic bought, was ti trifle 
in comparifon 10 what Ihc (bid, u w-as ncceflary 
that the deficiency (hould be fupplied with the 
gold of Brazil. The balance inclined more and 
more in favour of the Enghih, and it was fcarcc 
pofiible that it (hould not. 

' All perfons who arc converfant wiili the theory 
of commerce, or have attended to it's revolutions, 
know that an aftivc, rich, and intelligent nation, 
which hath once appropriated to iifclt any confi* 
dcrable branch of trade, will foon engrofs all 
the lefs important branches of it. It liath fuch 
great advantages oiiCr ii*a competitors, that it 
difgufls them, and makes itfeU mailer of the 
countries where it*8 induftiy is exerted, Thus it 
is that Great Britain hath found means to en- 
grofs all the pfoduilions of Portiigal and her co- 
lonies. 

It furnilhed Portugal with clothing, food, hard 
ware, materials for building, and articles of 
luxury, and returned her own materials manufac- 
tured, Thefe ufcful labours employed a million 
of Enelilh artificers or hulbandmen. 

It furnilhed her with (hips, and with naval and 
warlike (lores for her feltlcments in America, and 
carried on all her navigation in other parts of the 
W'orld. 

It had engrofied the whole money trade of 
Portugal. Money was borrowed in London at 
three or three and a half per cent, and negociated 
at Lifbon, where it was worth ten. In ten years 
lime, the capital was paid by die intcrell, and (lUl 
remained due. 

It engrofied all the inland trade. There were 
Eaglifh houfes fettled at Lilbon, tvhich received 
' t all 
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BOOK*in the rammodthcs of their own country, and 
^ diftnbiited them' to merchants, who difpofed of 
' ''"^thdm in the .pro'^mces, moftly for the benefit of 
their emplojets. A fmall profit was the only 
reward of this mduftry, which is difgracefiil to a 
nation that worked at home for the benefit of 
another 

-It earned off even the agency bufinefs The 
fleets deflined for the Brazils were the foie pro- 
Jierty of the Enghfh The riches they brought 
back belonged to them They would not evert 
fuffer them to pafs'^throiigh the hands of the Por- 
tugiiefe, and only borrowed or purebafed their 
name, becaufe they could* not do without it 
Thcfe flrangers difappearcd as'foon as th^ had 
acquired the fortune they intended, and left that 
nation impoveridied and exhaiifted, at wbofe ex- 
pence- they had ennehed ihemfelvcs It is dc- 
monftrable from ‘the rcgifiers of the fleets, that 
in the fpace of fixiy years that is, from the 
difcovery^ of the mines to the year 1756* 
2,400,000,000 hvres • worth of gold had been 
brought away from Brazil, and ycr, m this latter 
penod, all the fpecie m Portugal amounted to 
no more than 15 or 20,000 ooof, and at that 
lime the nation owed one hundred million J, or 
more 

But what Ltfbon was lofing, London gamed. 
England, by her natiual advantages, was only 
intended for a fecondary power Though the 
changes that had fitCceffiVcly happened in the 
religion, goiernment, and induflry of the Eng- 
hfh had improved their condition, increafed ihcir 
flrengrh, and unfolded their genius, they could 
not pfjffibly aft a capital part They knew by 
experience that the means which, m ancient 
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governments, could raife anation to any 'beigVtjB O p K 
when, wihoutJany conncdlipn will) it's netfilt* . 
hours, it emerged, V as k were, fmgly out of 
nothing, were infufficient m modem times, when 
the intercourtcof nations, making the advantages 
of^ each common to all, left to numbers and 
ftrength therr natural fapenonty. Since fob 
diers, generals, and nations, had hired thtm- 
fclves to engage in war 5 fince the power of gold 
had opened every cabinet and made every treaty? 

England had learned that the grratnefe of a ftale 
depended upon it’s nchesj^and that n’s political 
power was eftimated m proportion to it’s milhonsj 
This truth,' which muft have alarmed the am- 
bition ^ of the '"Enghlh, , became favourable to 
them, as foon as they had prevailed upon Por- 
tugal to depend upon. them formeceflaries, and 
had bound them by treaties to''an impolTibihty of 
procuring them from any other pow er. 'Thus was 
that kingdom made dependent on a falfe friend 
for-food and raiment.' Thefc were, to borrow 
'the expreflion«oF a certain politician, like two 
anchors which the Batons had faflcncd .upon that 
empire. They went further (till : they made the 
Portuguefe lofc all confidcralion, all wcighr, all 
influence in the general fyftcm of affairs, by per- 
fuading them to have neither forces nor alliances. 
Trufli'to us, faid the Enghflt, for your fafety , 
we will negociate .and fight for you. ‘Thus, with- 
out bloodfhcd or labour, and without CKperienc- 
ingan>\of the evils that attend upon, conqueft, 
they made themfelvcs more effedtuaUy roafters of 
Portugal, than the Poriuguefe were of the mines 
of Brazil*, > v r, » 

All things ’arc connefted, both m nature and' 
politics. It IS Icarce pofiiblc that a nation Ibould 
iofe it’s agriculture and it’s induftry, without a 
vifiblc decay of the hbenil arts, letters, fcienccs, 

.. and 
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BOO Kand all the found principles of 'policy and govern- 
mcnr. The kingdom of Portugal fumi(|ies a 
melancholy inftance of this truth.' As foon as 
Great Britain had condemned it to a ftate of in>> 
a£\ion, it is fallen into liich barbarifm as is fcarce 
credible. The light which' had flionc all over 
Europe, did not extend iifelf to the frontiers of 
Portugal. . That kingdom was even obferved to 
degenerate, dnd to attra<^ the contempt of thofe, 
whofe emulation and jealoufy it had before ex- 
cited, The advantage of having tolerable laws, 
while qll other ftates were involved in horrible 
confufion; this ine{limable advantage has been of 
no fervice to the Portuguefe. They have loft the 
turn of their genius, by forgetting the principles 
of reafoo, moraliry, and politics . The efforts 
they may make to emerge from this ftate of de- 
generacy and infatuation, anight pofiibly prove 
meffe£lual; becaufegood reformers arenoteafily 
to be found in that nation which ftands moft in 
need of them. Men who are qualiBed to caufe 
eevolutions in empires, are generally prepared to 
it by previous circomftances ; ' and fcldom ftarc 
up at once. They have generally had their fore- 
runners, who have awakened the minds of the 
people, dilpofcd them to receive the light, and 
prepared the ncccflary means fori bringing about 
great jcvoluiions.. As there is no pppearance of 
any fuch preparatory fteps in Portugal, the nation 
muft ftill conunuc for n Jong time in this humili- 
ating condition, unleft it will adopt the principles 
followed, with fo much fuccefs, by the moft en- 
lightened Rates. 

w«*«* The firft ftep towards it's recovery, tliatfirm 
of and vigorous ( one without which all the reft 
LUbon would be imftcady, uncertain, ufclefs, and per- 
dangerous, would be tO'ihake off the yoke 
txuieaw of England. Portugal, jn her prefent htuation, 

cannot 
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cannot fiibfill without foreign commodities ♦, there- C O 6 t: 
fore, it is her imereft to prctnAle ihc RrcntcH . . 
competition of fellers Htc polTibly can, in order 
to reduce the price of vOm Die is obliged to buy. thrr^ouQ. 
As it is no lefs the inlered of the Pottoguefe 
difpofcof the overplus of their oun produce and»,;9,'‘^frt'ra 
tint of the colonies, they ought, for ilie 
reaPon, to invite as many purchaftrs as poOiblc^^^ 
to their harbours, to enhance the price and 
increaPe the quantity of their exports. ThePc 
political meaPurcs are certainly liable to no ob- 
jedion, 

Bv the treaty of 003, ihePortuguffcare only 
obliged to permit the importation of woollen 
goods from Engl.ind, on the terms ftipnJ.ticd he- 
lorcihe prohibiuon. They might grant the fame 
priulege to other nations, wiUiout incurring tlw 
reproach of having broken their engagement. -A 
liberty granted to one nation, was never Inter- 
preted os an cxclufive and perpetual privilege, 
that could deprive the prince who granted It, of 
hts right' of extending it toother nations He 
mufl nccenarily be the judge of what fults |»s 
own kingdom. It is not caly to conceive what 
rational objcclion a Britith miniftry could make to 
a king of Portugal \v!ia fhould tell xlicm, I will 
encourage merchants to come to my dominions, 
who -will feed and c’olhe my fubjefls as cheap and 
cheaper liian you, merchants who will take the 
produce of my colonies, from whence you will re- 
cehc nothing but gold. 

We may judge of the eff^ this wife conduft 
would Ime, by the events that have taken place, 
independent of this spirited relbhuion. Jr ap- 
pears from the regifters of ihc cufloros, that m 
the fpacc of five 5ears,'from 1762 to 1766 in- 
clufjvcly, England, which, "tiH very lately, en-’ 
grofied the whole trade of Portugal, hath .only 

<Vo!.. III. F f fcr.t 
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BOOKfent tlicre goods 'to the value of 95,613,547 
IX. livres 10 fous * ;'-and hath received commodities 
'to the aroountof 37,761,075 Jjvrcs-f- ; fo that the 
balance in money hath been but 57,692,475 
livres 

The circumftancc which deceives oil Europe, 

I with regard to the extent of the Englilh trade, 
is, that all the gold of Brazil is conveyed by the 
road of the Thames, > This ftems to be a natural 
and necelTary confcqucnce of the affairs carried on 
by that nation. But the tmih is, that metals are 
not allowed to go out of Portugal ; and, therefore, 
can only be brought away by men of war, which 
are not liable to be fearched ; that Great Britain 
ftnds two every iveek, as regularly as the tea will 
permit ; and that ihefe fhips bring the riches of all 
rations into their ifland, from » whence the mcr* 
chants, dirperfed in the feveral countries, recehe 
them, cither in kind, or in bills of exchange, pay- 
ing onepercent. * • ‘ 

The Britifb miniftry, who are not the dupes of 
ihefe dazzling appearances, 'and are but too fen- 
fiblc of the diminution of this molt valuable 
branch of their trade, have, for fome time.paft, 
taken incredible pains to reflore it to it‘s former 
•ftate. Their endeavours will never fucceed; bc- 
wufe, this is one of thofe events which aretiot 
vwithin the reach of political wifdom. If the evil 
arofe from favours granted to rival nations, or if 
England had been debarred from her former 
privileges, fome well conduced negociations 
might occafion a new revolution. But the court 
of Lilbon hath never \'3ried it’s conduft neither 
•with Great Britain nor with other ftates. Her 
fabjefts have had no other inducement to give 
the preference to the mcrchandife brought them 

I • •** 3<I. ' '+ 1.573, 3;81.ss.tfd. 
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from all parts of Europe, than becaufc thofe ofB O o K 
their former friends N>cre fb loaded with taxes, ^ j 
that they bore an exorbitant price. The Por- 
tuguefe will procure many articles at a ftill more 
reafonablc rate, whenever their ^vernment fhall 
cftablifh a perfeft equality in their ports between 
all nations. ' ^ 

The court of Lifbon, after removing, in Come 
mcafure, the difadvantages of their trade, which 
is merely paQite, fhould endeavour to make it ac- 
tive- Their minifters, in conformity with the 
prevailing taftc of the age, have already eftablilhcd 
fome raanufaflures cf filk, of cotton, and of Heel. 

We think that they ought to have begun by rc- 
fuming the cultures that have been dropped, and by 
reanimating thofe that arc languid 

The climate of Portugal is faTOurablc to the 
produiSlion of filk,.of which there was formerly 
great plenty. The baptifed Jews made it their 
biifinefs to breed worms, and to prepare the filk, 
till they were perfccuted by the inqmfition, which ► 
was ftill more feverc and more powerful under the 
lioufe of Braganza, than it had ever been under 
the Spanifh dominion. Moll of the manufaftur- 
ers 8^ to the kingdom of Valencia, and thofe who 
• fold the produce of their labours removed, with 
their cffeils, to England and Holland, which im- 
proved the adlivity of both thofe countries. This 
difperlion was the ruin of the filk trade in Portu- 
gal, fo that no trace of it remains at prefent j but 
It might be refumed. 

The next cultivation that ought to be attended 
to, is that of the olive-tree. It is now carried on, 

for home confumption, befide a fmall quantity 
every year for exportation 5 but this is noiTufi- 
cient. h would be an cafy matter for Portugal 
to lhare, in a more diredl manner with other nan- 
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BOO Konn, the profits they derive from this produflion, 
. which is wholly confined to the fouihcrn provinces 

^of Europe. 

* TutiR, Woo! is likcwiio capable of improve- 
inent. Though it be inferior to that of Spain; 
the French, the Dutch, and even the EngliHi, 
buy up twelve or thirteen thoufand quintals of it 
every year, and would purchafe A greater quantity 
if it were brought to market. Thofc who liave 
travelled through Portugal, with that fpim of 
obfcrvaiion which enables men to form a right 
Judgment of things, are of opinion that double 
the quantity might be obtained, without in- 
juring the other branches of induftry ; and that, 
on the contrary, it might tend to their improvc- 
menr. 

The trade of fait feems to have been more 
clofely attended to The North onnually takes off 
a hundred and fifty thoufand tons, which may 
coft 1,5003000*. It is corrofive, and takes off 
from the \\eight and flavour of our food j but hath 
the advantage of preferving fifh and meat longer 
than Frencii fait. This ‘ property will occafion a 
greater demand for it, in proportion as the naviga- 
tion of the country is extended. 

Tnt Poftuguefe found a greater vent for their 
wines, than might have been cxpedlcd from tlieir 
flavour and quality. Particular circumflanccs had 
' rendered them moll commonly ufed in the North 

of Europe, and of America. It was impoflibic 
to forefee, that the court of Lifbon itfelf would 
put a flop to the fale of them. The order for 
rooting up the vines in Portugal, could only be 
tTiftated by private intereft. The pretence for To 
■'extraordinary a law is fo abfurd, (hat no one has 
given credit to it; Tt is very well known that the 
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ground where the vines have ftood, can never be fitB o o 
for the cnhure of corn. ^ 

But if this were ever fo pradicable, it would 
ftill be an unwarrantable infringement of the 
facred and unalienable right of property. In a 
monaftery every thing belongs to all : nothing is 
the property- of an. individual, but ihe joint pro- 
perty of the whole community ; it is one fingle 
animal with tv\enty, thirty, forty, a thoufand, 
or ten thoufand heads. But it is not the fime in 
fociety. Here every individual hath the difpofal 
ofliimfelf and of his property; he pofledcs a lhare 
of the general ^vealth, which he is abibUite maf- 
ter of, and may ufe, or even abufe, as he thinks 
proper. A private m.in muft be .it liberty to Jet 
his ground he fallow, if he cliufes it, without 
the intervention of admimftraiion. If govern- 
ment fliould alTume a right' to judge of the abufe 
of property, it would Ibon take upon itfclf to 
judge of the ufe of it ; and then every true idea 
of liberty and property will be deftroyed. IF it 
can require me to employ my own property ac- 
cording to it’s fancy ; if it Ihould inflifl punifh- 
menis on my difobcdicnce, my negligence, or 
my folly, and that, under pretence ot general 
and public utility, I am no longer abfoliuc mafter 
of my own, I am only an adminidraior, who is 
to be direiled by the will of another. The man 
who lives in fociety, muft in this refpeft be left 
at liberty to be a bad citizen, bccaufc he will foon 
be fcvcrcly punidied by poverty, and by con- 
tempt, which is worfc than poverty. He who 
burns his own corn, or throws his money away, is 
a fool too rarely to be met with, to make it nc- 
ceffary to bind, him by prohibuivc hws, whidi 
would be injurious in themftUcs, by their in- 
fringement of the unwerfal ^and facred idea of 
I T( petty. In every wcU-rcgulatcd confliiution. 



438 HISTORY bf SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE ^ 

BOO Kthe bufmefs of the magiftrate muft be confined to 
IX. what concerns the public fafety, inward tranquil- 
the condudl of the army, and the obferv- 
ance of the laws. Wherever authority is extended 
beyond this, we may affirm that the people are 
exposed to oppreffion. If wc take a furvey of all 
ages and nations, that great and fublime idea of 
public utility will prefent itfelf to our imagination 
under the (ymboHcal figure of a Hercules, crufh- 
ingone part of the people with his club, amidil 
the (horns and acclamations of the other part, who 
are not fcnfible that they arc (bon to fall under the 
fame ftrokes. 

To return to Portugal t that country (lands in 
need of other mcafurts than have hitherto been 
purfued, to refiore the culture of corn ; it is in fo 
languid a (late, chat the Portuguefe annually im- 
port three-fourths of the corn they confume. 
They never, perhaps, will be able to gather tlieir 
whole fubfificnce from a foil which is not fuffi* 
ciently well watered ; but it behoves them to Icf* 
(cn, asmucli as they pWlibly can, their depend- 
enccupon foreign fuccours. The population is fuffi- 
cient to carry on the labours with fpirit, fince, by 
allowing four perfons and a half to each fire fide, 
it amounts to one million nine hundred and fixty 
ihoufand fouls, cxclufive of the monks. 

The court of L'lbon would lie under a fata! 
millake. if they Hiould imagine rhit time alone 
will bring about (b great a revolution It behoves 
them to pave the way for it, by a complete re- 
formation of the taxes, vhich have never been 
well regulated fince the round.ailon of the mo- 
narchy, and the confufton of which incrcafcs every 
year. When rbe impediments are removed, 
every Knd of cncotiragcment mufi be given. 
One of the mod fatal prejudices, and molt de- 
(Iruftivcof the happinelsof men, and the profpc* 

my 
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Tjty oF nations is that which fuppofcs ihatmenBOOK. 
only are wanting for the parpofes of agricniturc , 

The experience of all ages hath Ihcu n, that mucli 
cannot be required of the earth, ’nil much hath 
been beftowed upon u There are in all Form 
gal \ery few farmers vlio arc able to advance ihe 
pecefliry fums Government (houid, th-refore, 
afiifl them A. revenue of 46,884,531 hvtes*, 
propcrl) difpenfed, would facilitate this liberality, 
which IS fr-qucnily more ceconomical than the moft 
fordid avarice 

This firft change will be prodiidive of others 
The arts neceffary to agriculture will infallibly rife 
and grow up wuh u Indudry will extend ii*sfe- 
xeral branches, and Portugal will no longer exhi- 
bit an inftance of a favagc people m the midfl; of 
civilized naiio-'S. The citizen will no longer be 
forced to devote himfelf to celibacy, or to leave 
his country in fcarch of employment Commo* 
dious houfes will be eredted upon rums, and ma- 
tiufadlures fupply the place of convents The 
fubjcdlsof this almoft ruined ftaie, which now rc- 
femblc ihofc feattered and Ibliiary fhrubs that are 
found upon the (oil of the iicheft mines, will no 
longer be reduced tothofcneccfiiiiesihej now ex- 
perience, no wiihftanding their mountains and 
rivers of gold The wealth of the ftate will be 
kept in conftant circulation, and will no longer 
be buried m the churches Supcrftuion will be 
banifhed, together with ignorance, defpair, and 
indolence. Thofe who have no other objcdl in 
view, but to commit cxccflcs, and expiate them, 
who are fond of miracles and magic arts, will then 
be inflamed wnh public fpim The nation, freed 
from It’s fetters, and reftored to u’s natural adlivi- 
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BOO Kty, will exert itfelf with a fpirit worthy of it’s for* 
mer exploits. 

^ Portugal will recoiled, that (he was indebted 
to her navy for her opulence, her glory, and her 
« ftrcngtb, and will attend to the means of reftormg 
ir. it will no longer be reduced to feventeen 
men of war, to twenty-five warlike fhips of 
fmaller rates, and about a hundred merchant- 
men, from fix to eight hundred tons burden, 
which are fiili in a more ruinous Hate. Her po- 
pulation, reduced to one million nine hundred 
and fixty thoufand fouls, will incrcafe and fill 
her harbours and roads with adlive fleets. The 
'retnalof her navy will be doubtlefe difncuU for 
a power, whofc flag is not known on any of the 
■■ European Teas, and which, fora century pafi, has 
given up her navigation to any power that wowld 
attend to it | but every obflacle will be fur- 
mounted by a wife and prudent governinent. 
When once it carries on all the naViganon that 
fiiould belong to it. confidersble Turns will be re- 
tained in the kingdom, which arc now conftanily 
expended for freight. 

This change will extend it’s influence to the 
iflands that arc dependent on the crown. Ma- 
deira, the .annual exports of which amount to 
4*658,800 hvres*, will extend it’s labour, it’s 
prolpcrity, and it’s riclies. The /^zorcs will be 
flill more improved Wc know that this Archi- 
pelago, confiftmg of nine iflands, of which Ter- 
ccra IS the principal, hath no more than one Imr- 
* dred and forty-two thoufand mlnbitants i and Iclls 
at prefent to the mother-country, to Br.*izll, and 
to North America, tt*s wines, it’s linens, it’s corn, 
and it’s cattle, to the amount only of 2,440,000 
hvres-h. Even ihc Cape de Verd Ifland', not- 

• ?jy.4d. U*. 4*L 
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vrnhftanding the frequent droughts they espe- R o o li 
nence, will be able to multiply their mules, and ^ 
more cfpecially to cultivate the Perella, that fpc- 
cics of grals of the colour of mofs, v.liich the 
North ot Europe employs with fo much rdvan- 
tage in dying. The government will not con- 
fine* themfclves to the encouragement, in their 
pofleffions, of the cultures only that arc known 
there; they will take care 10 introduce -new ones, 

■which the fertility of the foil, and the tempera- 
ture and variety of the climate, feem inceflantly 
to require. 

These new improvements will be principally 
felt in Brazil, that great colony, wliich hath never 
been what it ought. 

Bepore the year 1525, it received only fome 
banifhed perfons, without cither morals or for- 
tune. 

The grandees, who at this period obtained pro- 
vinces there, made ic a fccne of carnage and de- 
flruAion. For the fpacc of fixiy years, there was 
' a continual flruggle between the Ponuguefe, who 
wilhed to enfla\c all; and the Indians, .wliorefuf- 
cd to bear the ch.iins that were intended for them, 
or who broke them after they had been obliged 
to fubmit to them. 

Even the labours of a few Brazilians, who were 
kept under the yoke by a watchful exertion of 
tyranny, were inconfidcrable. Thofe of the Eu- 
ropeans were nothing, becaufc they \sould have 
thought themfclves degraded by fiavifh occupad-- 
ons. -The only fucceft that could be expedted was ' 
from the Negroes ; but they did not begin to mul- 
tiply there nil towards the ycar-1570. 

Ten year, after this Ponugal was enflaved ; 
and we may readily fuppofc that the Sptniflt go- 
vernment, which fuffered it’s own ancient poflef- 
fions in the other Hcmilphcrc to fall into confu- 

fion, 
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BOOKfion, did not exert in improving the colo- 
, . nics of a nation, which, though fubdued, ftill ex- 

cited it’s fufpicions. 

. The long and bloody wars which Brazil liad to 
fuflain againft the Dutch, retarded ii’sprogrefs in 
every particular. • 

This was alfo again. impeded, by the revolu- 
tion which freed Portugal from the yoke of Spam, 
while it kept the two, nations in arms during 
eighteen years. 

While thefe contefls were fubfifling, the Eu- 
ropean nations that had formed fcitlements in 
America, began to (cultivate there produftions, 
which till lha't time had been peculiar to Brazil. 
This competition lowered the price of them j 
and the colony, difcouraged, did not export more 
than half of what they prcvioiifly fold. So great 
a misfortune warned the miniftry of the neceffity 
of freeing thefe commodities from the taxes with 
which tliey were laden at their entrance into the 
mother country. The difcovcry of the mines oc- 
cafioned thefe objects to be negletled, which from 
that time appeared to be lefa important than they 
really were. 

Gold and diamonds, which are articles of va- 
lue merely by convention, were thsrafclves pryu- 
dicial to cultures, which they might have encou- 
raged The hopes of making a brilliant fortune, 
by collecting thefe fugitive and precarious riches, 
determined a great number of proprietors to aban- 
don their plantations. 

. This fatal illufion began to be dllTipated, when 
the fyflem of mohopohzers put a flop to thernclt- 
nation generally fhewn, of refuming a plan which 
was more faTe, and even more lucrative,, than 
that which had at firft fo much inflamed the ima- 
ginations of men. 


The 
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Trin laft difputcs'wUh Spam were, in a word,B o O K 
a ncwTource of defoladon lo the colony. The in- 
habitants were compelled by violence to quit their 
labours j loans wefe extorted from them without 
intereft, for which they have not yet been rcim- 
burfed ; they were expofed to the uimoU outrages 
of the moft barbarous defpoiirm. 

A.T prefent, that tliefe obftacics to every kind 
of good are moft of them removed, the riches 
which Brazil offers in 'vain, for three centuries 
paft, are no longer to be rejected. The climate 
is wjio]e/bme in thar part of the Nexv World ; the 
harbours arc numerous ; and the coafts, which arc 
of eafy accefs, are generally fertile. The Inland 
part of the country, which is ftill more fruit- 
ful, and interfcdled by a great number of navi- 
gable rivers, may be cultivated for the wants or 
ior the luxuries of Europe. All the produdlions 
peculiar to America thrive there, notwuhftanding 
the havock made by ihe ants, and without appre- 
henfion of feeing them deftroyed by thole ter- 
rible hurricanes, and by ihofe devouring droughts 
which Cj freqacnily lay waftc the beft iftandsof 
this hcmifphere. It gives encouragement to la- 
bour, from the pleniy of provifions, of cattle, 
and of flaves j nothing is wanting to make it one 
of the fineft eftablifhmcnis upon the face of the 
globe. 

' It will become fo, when it ftiall be freed from 
that number of impoft^ and from that multitude 
of contradlors which keep it in a ftaie of humiHa- , 
tion and oppreflion, when it’s ailivity fhall nb 
longer be retrained by numberlefs monopolies ; 
when the price of the merchandife conveyed to 
it Ihall not be doubled by the taxes impofed upon 
them; when ‘ir’s productions fliall pay no more 
duties, or fhall only pay fuch as are not more 
confidcrable than thofe of it’s competitors , when 

it’s 
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BOO Kit’s intercourfe with the other national polTcflions 
(hall have been difencumbered from the (hackles 

'' which confine it; when the Eaft , Indies (hall be 
laid open to it, and when it fiiall be permitted to 
draw from it’s own produce the money required to 
carry on this new connexion, - 

Thc colony hath hands fiifficlent to multiply 
and to extend tliefe labours.' At the time of our 
writing, it reckons one hundred feventy-fix thou- 
fand and twenty-eight white men ; three hundred 
forty-feven thoufand eight hundred and fifiy-ctght 
flaves; two hundred fcveniy-eight thoufand three 
hundred and forty-nine Indians; which together 
forms a population of eight hundred and t«o 
thoufand two hundred and tliirty-fi\e perfons. 
The number of fa\ages, ftlll wandering about in 
the Brazils, is computed at two hundred thou- 
fand. Perhaps it might not be ImpofTible to in- 
duce them to acknowledge the authority of the 
court of Lilbon ; but this would not be attended 
with much advantage, unlcfs direflors, moreen- 
lightened than their predecenbrs, fhould contrive 
methods that have cicaped the reflexion of men 
for three centuries paft. 

A MORE certain method of jncreafing the mafs 
pf produ&ions, would be to admit, into the Bra- 
zils oil foreigners who would undertake the cul- 
tiv.atjon of them; an infinite number of Ameri- 
cans, Englifh, French, or Diuch, whofe planta- 
tions are exhauded ; and many Europeans, prompt- 
ed by the ardent defire at prefeut grown fo com- 
mon, of making a rapid fortune, would convey 
their activity, their induftry, and their capitals in- 
to ibe country, Thefc enterprifing men would 
introduce a better (pint into the colony, and would 
infufe into the d^enerate race of the Portuguefe 
Creoles, that kind of animation which they have 
Joft for fo long a time. 


This 
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This order of things might be efl:abli(hed with-B o o K 
out prejudice to any other mtereft Two thirda , 

of the borders of the great ruers are cultivated 
Thefe virgin lands belong to the crown, whofe 
(yftem It bath alwajs b'^en to grant gratuitoufly 
one league of territory, under the exprefs condi- 
tion or cnhivating it in a given time By diftri- 
buung thefe domains to their new fulyedls, they 
would not fpoil their old ones, and they would in- 
CTcafe their cultures as well as the number of iheir 
defenders 

But m order to accelerate the advantages of 
this new plan, it would be neccflaiy to efface 
even the flighted veftige of the inquifition, that 
horrible tribunal the very name of which makes 
all people fhudder who have not entirely given 
up their rcafon This would even be a matter of 
little importance, if at the fame time the influ- 
ence of tlie clergy were not alfo dimmifhed m 
the public deliberations and m tlie affairs of indt 
viduals 

SoMC ftates have been known to favour the 
corruption of pnefts, in order to weaken the 
ofeendant that fuperftiiion gives them over the 
minds of the people That ibis method is not 
nlvvajs infallible, appears from v/liat has happened 
in ihe Brazils, nor is this execrable policy recon- 
cilcable with the principles of morahiy It would 
be more fccure and more eligible to open the doors 
of the fandluary to all the citizens without dif- 
iirdlion Philip II , when he became mafter of 
Portugal, cnadled, that they fliouM be fliui ogairfl 
all fuch whofe blood was tainted with any mix- 
ture wuh jews, Heretics, or Negroes This 
dftindlion liaih given a dargerous fuperionty to 
a fci of men who were already too powerful It 
1 atii been abclifli*d m the African fcttleme-is, 
andwh) fhould it be continued lo America ? Wh), 

1 after 
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cooKaficr taking from the clergy the authority they 
. derived front their birtli, iliould they not be 
' *'***^abridgcd of the power they oflume on account of 
l!)cjr rahe^ 

Some politicians hive allerted that no govern 
me It ought ever to ippoint i fixed income fo’- the 
clergy, but that their Ipirituil fcrviccs fhoiild be 
paid by ihofc who have rccourfe to ilicm That 
this method would exate their zeal and vigilance 
That they would grow daily more expert in the 
care of louls by experience, ftudy, and applica- 
tion TJicfe ilate/mcn have been oppolcd by 
philolbphcrs, who mimlaincd that an ceconomy, 
which would tend to increafe the adlivity of the 
energy, would be fatal to public tranquillity , and 
that It was better to lull that ambitious body into 
idlcnefs, ilnn to give it nevv ftrength It is ob 
ferved, fay they, tint chnrdies and religious houfes, 
which have no fettled income, arc fo many repofi 
lanes of rupernmon, msinfomed at the cxpence of 
the lower clifs of people, where faints, miracles, 
relics, and all the inventions with which impofture 
hath loaded religion, are made So that rc would 
be a benef t to Ibciety, if ihe clergy had a dated 
provifion , but fo moderate, as to reftrain the 
ambition of the body and the number of it’s mem- 
bers Poverty makes them fanatical , opulence 
indepsrdcnt , and both concur to render them 
feditious 

Such at leaft was the opinion of a philofophcr, 
vvho faid to a great monarch There is a powciful 
body m your dominfons, vvhich hath afibmed a 
power of furpcndiog the labour of your fubjcdls, 
whenever it thinks proper to call them into u’s 
temples This body is authorized to fpeak to 
them a hundred times a year, and to fpeak. in the 
name of God Jt tells them that ihe moft pow- 
erful fovercign is no more m the fight of the Su- 
preme 
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BOO Ktonegle<5t it , to confider it as tlieir beft guide, or 
to miftruft It’s powers Fathers obflinitely defend 
the abrurduies they were taught m their infancy, 
tlieir children will be as fond of the leading prin 
ciples in which they have been mined They 
Will bring back into Brazil notions of religion, 
morality, admmiftraiton, commerce, and agri- 
culture Tlie mother country will confer places 
of truft on them alone They will then exert the 
talents they have acquired, and the face of ilie 
colony will be totally changed Writers who 
fpeak of It, will no longer lament the idlene/s, the 
Ignorance, ihe blunders, the fuperflitions whicli 
have been the ground work of u s admmiftniion 
The hiftory of this colony will no longer be ft fa- 
tire upon it 

"Whether The fear of mcenfing Great Britain mud not 
?f£ib?n alterations one fingle mo 

onghtto ment The motives which, perhaps have pre- 
putaiiop \ented tliem hitherto ire but prgudiees which 
proje^jof' dl be removed upon the flighteft esaminatton 
Tefarmau Tlicrc ftfc iiumbcilels political errors, which, 
adopted, become principles Such is ihc 
hetifion of prevailing notion at the court of Lifbon, that the 
ftite cannot exift or profper but by means of the 
land Englilh It IS foi^oitcn that the Portugiiefe 
monarchy wns formed without the help of other 
nations , that during the \ hole lime of ihcir con- 
lefts with the Moors, they were fupported bj no 
ioreign power, that their greatnefs had been m 
creafmg for three centuries fuccclTncly, when 
they extended their dominion over Af^rica and the 
Taft and Weft Indiesby their own ftrength All 
rhefe gre^t rcioJi/rions were performed by the 
Tonuguefe alone Was it ncceftary then that 
this nation fliould difcovcr a great treafure, and 
be a proprietor of rich mine'', merely to fug- 
ged the idea of it's being unab'c to fupport it 

folf? 
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fclf? Are the Poriuguefe to be ojmpared to tliofeBOOK 
foolifh icdi^jdaals, whofe heads are tamed by the . 
embarraffment which ihetr newl} acquired nches^ ^ 
occasion ? 

No nation ought to fubmit to be protected If 
the people are wife, the} will have forces refeti\ e 
to their fituation , andr>jll nei.cr Ira^e more ene- 
mies than they are able to w ithftand. Unleft their 
ambition be unbounded, tl.ey hare allies, who, 
for their own fahes, will warmly and faithfully fup- 
port their intereft Thi<f general truth is peculiarly 
appheab’e to ihcfe fiates that are poffsiTcd of mines. 

It IS the intereft of all other nations to be m amity 
with them, and if there be occafion for it, they 
will all tnite for their prefervat on Let Portugal 
but hold the balance evert between all the powers 
of Europe, and tbc} will form an impenetrable 
barrier around her England I erfeif, thc.ugh de- 
paved of the p'efere"ce fhe hath too long enj 0 }ed, 
will ftill fupport a nanon who'e independence is 
cficntial to the bil'^nce of paver in Europe All 
nation* would qu dd> join in common caufe, if 
Spain ftiould ever be fo nad for c^nqueft, as to at- 
lemp: an} thing againft Portugal Never would 
the jealous, reftle's, and quick fghicd policy of 
our age fiftcr all the treafurcs of the New 'World 
to be in tne Gme hinds or that one houfe fhou’d 
he fo p3 Tcrful in America, as to tlrearen the li- 
berties of Europe 

This f-CTirii), however, fhoald rot induce the 
court of Lifoon to neglcfl the m-ans of their own 
pcftnation, as the} d d when the} trufted to the 
Eutiftj anrs for th-ir defence, or mdo’enily refted 
on the fupm-nt's o*" th'ir neighbours; when, defti- 
lute of lard o" fca forces, fhq were accounted as 
r-G'ni-g in tbe pa’itical fjftem, which is the great- 
eft d jj-acc tbat can be'al a nation. If t*'c Portu- 
gaefe vtiU regain tbs co-feqaence ihtj Iwvc loft, 

\ot. HI Gg they 
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BOO Klhcy muft put ilremfclvcs m fuch a (late, as not to 
be afraid of war, and cicn to declare it thcmfclves, 
^ifthetr rights or their fafety Ihould require it It 
Nnot always an advantage to a mtton to continue 
in peace, when all the reft are m arms In the po- 
litical as in the natural world, a great event will 
have very extenfive elKrdts The nfe or fall of one 
empire will nRcft all the reft Even thofe which are 
furiheft removed from the feat of war, are fome- 
jimes the viilims of thetr modentron or of their 
vveaknefs. Thefc maxims are dircflly applicable 
to Portugal, parttciil irly at thisjunilure, when the 
example of her neighbours, the critical fituation of 
her Iniighty allies, the (ohcitations of the powers 
vho are jealous of her friendfhip, in fhorr, every 
thing calls upon her to roufe, and to exert herfelf 
If the Ponuguefe will not ot length frequent the 
leas, where alone they can diftinguilh thcmfclves, 
and from whence they roiift derive their profpenty, 
if they do not appear with a powerful force at the 
extremity of Europe, where nature hath fo happi- 
ly placed them, their fate is decided, the monarchy 
IS at an end They will fall again into the chains 
they had fhaken off for a moment: as a hon that 
rtiould drop adeep at the door of his den, after he 
had broken it open The Imlc circulation there is 
ffill vv ithm, would but indicate thofe feeble hgns of 
life, which are the lymptoros of approaclnng death 
The few trifling regulations they might make from 
time to time, refpefling the finances, the police, 
commerce, and the navy, whether at home or for 
the colonies, would be but weak palliatives, which, 
by concealirtg their fituation, would make n only 
TOCrte dnT.gewtfs, 

Is It rea- It cinnot be denied that Portugal hath fiiffcred 
^nabiy to the mod favourable opportunity, that could have 
ea'Sw ’^eredof refumingher former fplendour, toefcape 
Portugal They are not politics alone that prepare revolu- 
tions 
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tidns.’ Some deftruitive phenomenon may change B O o K 
the face of an empire. The earthquake of the firft ^ . 

of November, 1755, which ovcrchrcw the capita! 
of Portugal, ought to have reftored the kingdom, prove it's 
The deftniftion of a proud city is often the prefer- 
tation of a whole flate, as the opulence of one man cuionies ? 
may be the ruin of ihoufaftds. Stately edificesmighc 
be fubverted ; cfS:dls, raoftly belonging to fo- 
reigners, might be deflroyed ; idle, debauched, 
and corrupt men might be buried under heaps of 
ruins, without afie£\m^ the public welfare. The 
earth, in a tranCent ht of rage, had only taken 
what fhe was able to reftofe; and the gulphs fhc 
opened under one city. Were already digged for the 
foundations of another. 

But wc cannot flatter ourfelvcs with the hopes 
of future improvements, while wc do not fee a 
better order of things, a new Bate, and n new 
people, a better management rifing out of the 
ruins of Lifbon. The nation that is not im- 
proved by a great cawflropbe is ruined without 
rcfource, or ‘the period of it*s refloration is re- 
ferved for fucli diftant ages, that it is probable it 
will fooncr be annihilate than it can be regene- 
rated. May Heaven preferve Portugal from this 
fatal event ! May it remove from my mind the 
prefage which cannot be imprcilcd upon it wiilj- 
out plunging me into the deepeft affliflion ? But 
at this mftant I cannot conceal from myfelf, that 
as much as the great fhocks of nature give energy 
to enlightened minds, fo much do they deprefs 
thofe that arc vitiated by the habit of ignorance 
and fupcrftition. Government, which every where 
lakes advantage of the credulity of the people, 
and which nothing can divert from the fettled pur- 
pofe of extending the boundaries of authority, be- 
came more encroaching at the Ncry inflant th.TC 
the nation grew more timorous, f^lcn of bold 
G g a fpitits 
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B O o Kfpirits opprclTcd thofc that were weak; find th6 
. epocha or that Rreat phgnomenon turned out to be 
the epocha oF ttcctimulared flavery •, a melancholy 
but common cffcA of the caiaftrophics of nature. 
They ufuaKy make men a prey to the artifices of 
thofc who are ambitious of ruling over them. 
Then it is that they take large ftrides, by repeat- 
ed a£^s of arbitrary power ; whether it be that 
thofc who govern, do really believe that the people 
were born to obey, or whether they think tliar, 
by extending their own power, they increafe the 
ftrength of the public Thofc falfe politicians are 
not aware that with fuch principles, a -ftate is like 
an ovcr-flratned Ipring, which will break at laft^* 
and recoil agamft the hand that bends it, The pre- 
fent fituation of the continent of South America, 
but too plainly evinces the juRnefs of this compa- •. 
Tilbn. Let us now proceed to (bew thecffcdls of a 
different conduct in the-American ifiands. 
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BOOK X. 


SettUmsr.t of the European nations in the great Ar- 
ebipelago of America. 


H itherto wc have been only proceetJ-B O o K 
ing from one (cene of horror to another j , 
in following ihefteps of the Spaniards and of the conCdera- 
Portuguefe. Lee us now fee whether the Eng- tiens upon 
lifh, French, Hollanders, and Danes, whom 
arc going to accompany into the iflands, have the Eun>- 
Ihewn ihemfclves lc& favoge than thofe who took 
poffclUon of the continent. Will the inhabitants 
of thefe limited fpaces be expofed to the deplo-M’orU, 
rabledeninyof tlie Peruvians, of the Mexicans, 
and of the Brazilians i 1$ it polTible that civilized 
men, who have all lived In their country under 
forms of government, if not wife, at Icaft anci- 
ent} who have all been bred up in places where 
they were inrtruilcd with the Icfibns, and, (bme- 
times, with the example of >iriuc; who were all 


brought up in the midft of polilhed cities, in which 
a rigid excrcifc of jufticc muft have acaiftomed 
them to rclpcdl their fcIlow-creaturcs ; is it poHi- 
b’e that all fuch men, without exception, (hould 
purfiie a line of condu«5t equtlly contrary fo 
the principles of humanity, to ihcir inierefl, to 
their fafciy, and to the firft dawnings of rca* 
fon; and that iliey fliould continue to become 
more barbarous than the favage ? Shall I, for 
ever, be reduced to the neceflity of prclcnting 
none but horrid images? Good Godl For what 
on c^ce was I deftmed? This dia/Jgcof charac- 
ter, b U:c European who quits his country, is a 

phxno* 



45+ HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TOADE 

B O O K pliscnomenon of fo extraordinary a nature, the 
X- imagination is fo deeply affefled with ir, that 
while it attends to it with aflonifhment, refledtion 
tortures itfelf in endeavouring to find out the prin- 
ciple of it, whether ir exifl in human nature in ge- 
neral, or in the peculiar character of the naviga- 
tors, or in the circumftances preceding or poftenor 
to the event. 

It is a queflion which naturally occurs, Whe- 
ther a man 'who is freed, by whatfoever caufe, 
from the reftraint of the laws, be not more wicked 
than the man who hath never felt this refiraint? 
Perfons who are fufficiently diflatisfied with their 
lot, fufficiently deprived of /efourcesin their own 
country, fufficiently poor, or fufficiently ambi- 
tious to cnieriam‘a contempt for life, and to ex- 
pofe tliemfclves to infinite dangers and labours, 
upon the precarious hope of making a rapid 'for- 
tune; do they not , carry about with them the 
fatal feeds of a fpirit of depredation, which mull 
unavoidably have maiiifefted itfelf with incon- 
ceivable rapidity and violence, when .they came 
into another climate, far from the efFedls of 
public rcfenimenr, and when they were no longer 
awed by the prefcnee of their fellow-citizcns, or 
refirained by fhameor fear? Doth not the hiftory 
of ail focietics prove to us, that thofe men on 
whom nature hath beftowed an cxtraoidinary 
'degree of energy, are mofi commonly villains? 
The danger of a Jong fiay, and the neceffiry of a 
fpeedy return, added to the defire of juftifying 
the expcnccs incurred the enterprife, by a 
difplay of the nches of the lately difcovered 
countries, muft neceflarily have occafioned and 
accelerated the violent fteps taken to acquire the 
polTcflion of them.^ Did not the chiefs 'of the 
enterprife, and their companions, terrified by the 
dangers they had undergone, by thofe vshich they 

were 
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were to undergo, and by the miferies thcys 
had fuffercd, did they not determine to maf;c 
themTelves amends for tbcir fnfferings, like men 
who were refolved not to expofe themfelves to 
them a fecond 'llmei Did the idea oF forming a 
colony in thofe diftant regions,. and of increanng 
the dominions of their (bvercigri with them, ever 
prefent itfelf diftinflly to the minds of theic firfb 
adventurers j and did not the New World rather 
appear to them, as a rich prey that was to be de- 
voured, than as a conqueft which they ought to 
proicdt ? Was not the mifchief begun by thefc 
atrocious motives, perpetuated, ibmctimes by^the 
indifference of miniffers, and fometimes by the 
divifions between the European nations j and was 
it not arrived to the uimotl pitch, when times of 
tranquillity infpired our governments with’ more 
rational principles? Had the firff ‘deputies, to 
whom the authority and Infpeftion of thoie coun- 
tries had been intruded j or could they have the 
knowledge, and the virtue rcquifiie to make them- 
fclvcs beloved by the natives, to conciliate their 
rcfpcdl and confidence, and to eftablifh a fj'ffem 
of police and laws among 'them? Djd they nor, 
on the contrary, carry along with them, to thofe 
difiant regions, the fame third of gold which had 
hid them wafte ? Could it be expefted, that at 
the origin of theie fetdements a plan of admi- 
niftraiion could be formed, which ihe experience 
of fcveral centuries hath not been capable of efia- 
bliflting ? Is it pofiible, even in our days, to rule 
nations which arc feparated by immenfc feas, from 
the mother-country, in‘_tbefame manner as fub- 
jefls, who arc fiiUatcd’ immediately under the 
eye of the foicreign ? Sinde diftant ports arc ne- 
ver folicited and filled, Unlert by indigent, rapi- 
cidus men, without talents or morals, rtrangc/s 
to all fcniimcni of honour, and to every idea cf 
' cqui7, 
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BOO the refufe of the higher ranks of the ftai^, 

X muft v.e not confiderthe fplendouf of the colonics; 
in after times, as a chimerical notion ; and will 
not the future happinefs of tliefe regions be a phffi- 
nomenon flill more furprillng, than their firft de- 
vaflation was. 

' Accursed, therefore, be the moment of their 
difeovery! And you, European fovereigns what 
motive c4n excite your jealous ambuion for pof* 
felHons, the tnifery of which you can only perpe- 
tuate? And why do ye not reftore thtm to them- 
fclves, if ye defpair of making them happy? I 
have, 'more thtn once, ventured, in the courfc of 
this work, to point out to you the means of ac- 
comphlhing this : but, I am much afraid, that my 
voice hath only exetarmed, and will only exclaim 
in the deftrt, 

America contains, between the eighth and 
the thiriy.fecond degree of northern latitude, the 
mod naraerous, exienfwc, and rich Archipelago 
the ocean hath >et difplaycd to the ciiriofiiy, the 
induftry,and avidity of the Europeans. The iflands 
that compofc it arc known, Hncc the difeovery of 
the New World, by the mture of ihc C.inbbces. ^ 
Thole that lie neartft the Eafl, li.ivc been called ‘ 
the Windward Iflands; the odiers, the Leev^ard, 
cn account of the wind’s bloving gencralij from 
the caflern point in thofc qnaricis They form 
a continued chain, one end of which feems to be 
atinclied to the continent near the gulph of Mara- 
caibo ; the otljcr, to clofc the entrance of the 
gulph of Mexico. They may, perhap, with fume 
degree of reafon, be conHuered as the tops of 
very high mouniams formerly l>elonging to thfc 
^niincnt, and which have been clnnged into 
ifland , Ijy fomercvLlmicn that iiath laid all the flat 
countr) under water. 


Alt 
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All the iflands of the world feem to have beenB O p fc 
detached ' from the continent by fubterraneous . - 

fires,' or earthquakes. 

The celebrated Athntica, the very name oflsitpro- 
which hath been buried in oblivion fbme 
fand years ago, was a large uaitof land fitnated rjean 
between Africa and America 'Several circum* 
fiances render it probable that England was for- 
rnerly a part of France ; and Sicily hath evidently from the 
been detached from Italy. The Cape de Verd^^'sh- 
Ifiands, the A2ores, Madeira, and the Canaries, 
muft'have been paft of the neighbouring conti- 
nents, or of others that have been deftroyed. 

The late oblervations of Englifh navigators lea\e^ 

\ts fcarce any room ' to doubt, that all the iflands 
of the South Sea formerly compofed one entire 
continent. New Zealand, the largeft of them, is 
full of mountains, on which may be perceived 
the marks of extinguifhed volcanos. ‘ It’s in- 
habitants are' neither beardlefi nor copper-co- 
loured, asthofeof America; and though’ they be 
feparated fix hundred and eighty leagues trorri 
each other, they fpeak the fame language as the 
natives of the ifland of Otaheite, difeovered a feit^ 


years ago. 

iNDisroTABLC monuments evince that fuch 
changes liave happened, of which the attentive 
natuialifi every where perceives fomt traces fiill 
remaining. Shells of every kind, corals, beds of 
ojflcrs,^ fea-firh,’ entire or broken, regularly heap- 
ed itp in 'every quarter of the ■■ globe, in ^Jaces 
the mofi difiani from the lea, in the bowels, and 
on the futfaccs of mountains; the variablenefs 
of the continent, fulyeifi to all the changes of the 
ocean, by which it is conftamly beaten, worn 
■away, or fubverted : while at a diftance, perhaps, 
on one fide it lofes immenfc tracts ot land ; on 
ihc other difeovers to us new countries, and long 
« bonks 
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BOOKbanksof fand heaped up before thofe cities that 

, . formerly were celebrated fea-ports: the horizon- 
tal and parallel poHtron of the ftrata of the earth* 
and of inarine productions, collected and heaped 
up alicrnately in the fame order, compofed of the 
iamc materials, that are regularly cemented by 
the conftant and fucceflive exertion of the fame 
cauft: the correfpondent fimilarity. ohfervablc 
between fuch coafts as arc feparated by an arm 
of the fea 5 on one fide of which may be per- 
ceived falient angles oppofiie ,to re-entering 
angles on the other; on. the right-hand, beds of 
the lame kind of fand, or fimilar petrifactions, 
difpofed on a level with fimilar flrata, extending 
to the left : the direction of mountains and rivers 
towards the fta as to their common origin ; the 
formation of hills and vallies, on which this im- 
nienfe body of fluid hath, as it were, (lamped 
indelible marks of it’s undulations: <all thefe 
fevernl circumftances aueft, that the ocean hath 
broken it’s natural limits, or, perhaps, that it’s 
limits have never been infurmountablej and that 
Varying the furface of the globe, according to the 
irregularity of it’s own j motions, it hath alter- 
nately taken the earth from it’s inhabitants, and 
rcilorcd it to them again. Hence thofe fucceflive, 
though never univerfil, deluges that have cover- 
ed the face of , the earih, but not rendered it to- 
tally mvifible to us at once ; for the waters, 
adling at die fame time in the cavities and 
on the furface of the globe, cannot poflibly in- 
creafe die depth of their beds, without diminifh- 
ing their breadth ; or overflow, on one fide, with- 
out leaving, dry land on the oihec^ net can we 
conceive any aheration in the whole (y’ftcm that 
can poflibly have made all the mountains difap- 
pear at once, and occafioned the fea to rife above 
their fummiis. What a.fuddcn iranslbrmation 
. , mud 
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miifl; have forced all the rocks and ‘every foildBOOK 
panicle of matter to the center of the earth, to 
draw out of it’s inmoll rccefl^ and channels 
thofe fluids which animate it ; and thus blend- 
ing it’s fereral elements together, produce a mafs 
of waters and ufelcfs germma floating in the air? 

Is it not enough that each hcmifphere, alternately, 
becomes a prey to the devaflattons of the ocean ? 

Such conllant fhocks as thefe, have doubtlefs fo 
long concealed from us the New World, and, 
perhaps, fwallowed up that continent, which, as 
It is imagined, had been only feparated from our 
own. 

Whattver maybe the fecret caufes of thefe 
particular revolutions, the general caufe of uJiicli 
refults from the known and univerfal laws of mo- 
tion, their efifeifls, however, will be always fer.- 
fiblc to every man, who hath the rcfolmion and 
fagacity to perceive them. They will be more 
particular^ evident in regard to the Carlbbee 
Iflands, if it can ever be proved that they undergo 
violent fhccks whenever the volcanos of ihe Cor- 
dcleirias throw out their contents, or when all Pe- 
ru is fhaken. This Archipelago, as well as that of 
the Eall Indies, fuuated nearly in the fame degree 
of latitude, Teems to be produced by the fame 
caufe; namely, the motion of the fea from Eaft 
to Well : a motion imprefled by that which caufes 
the earth’s revolution from Weft to Eaft. more 
rapid at the equator, where the globe of the earth 
being more elevated, revolves in a larger circle, 
and in a more agitated zone; where the ocean 
feems, as it were, ‘willing to break through all 
the boundaries nature oppofes to it, and, opening 
to iifelf a free and uninterrupted courfe, forms the 
equinoilial line. 

The dirc£\ion of the Caribbec Iflands, begin- 
ning from Tobago, is nearly North and N. N. W. 

. ^This 
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B o b KThis d^^c^\^on is continued Trom one idand to 
another, forming a line fomewint curved towards 
the North-wed, and ending at Antigua. In this 
place the line becomes at once curved, and ex- 
tending itfelf in a flrcigUt dircdlion to the W. 
and N. W. meets in it's courfc with Porto- 
Rico, St. Doming, and Cuba, known by the 
name of the Leew.ud lilands, which arc feparated 
from each other by channels of various breadths. 
Some of tliclc arc fix, others fifteen or twenty 
leagues bro.id t but the foundings, in all of them, 
'nre from a hundred to a hundred and twenty or a 
■‘liundrcd and fifty fathom. Between Grenada and 
'St. Vincent’s there is alfo a fmall Archipelago of 
thirty leagues, inwhicli, fometimes, the foundings 
ari not ten fathom. 

The mountains in the Caribbee Iflands run in 
"the fame direilton as the iflands themfelvcs. This 
'dire<ftionis (b regular, that if ue v;ercto confider 
the tops of thele mountains only, independent of 
their bafes, they might be looked upon as a chain 
of hills belonging to ibe continent, bf which 
Mariinico would be the mofi north-weftcrly pro- 
montory. ' • ' ; ‘ ^ 

Thi. fprings of water which flow 'from the 
mountains in>the Windward Tflands, run all m 
theweftern pan of thefe iflands. The whole eaft- 
ern coafi, that which, according to our conjec- 
tures, hatli always been covered by the fea, is wiih- 
'out any running water/ No fprings come down 
there from the mountains; they would, indeed, 
have been ufelcls, for, after having run over a very 
Ihort traA of land, and with great rapidity, they 
^would have fallen into the fea. ’ 

^1n Porto-Rico, St Domingo, and Cuba, there 
are a few rivers which dtfeharge themfelves into 
the fea on the northern fidci and the fources of 
which rife m the mountains, rupningfrom caft ra 
■ , ■ - - well, 
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ft, that IS, through the >xhole length of thefeB 0 O IC 
inds Theferjvcrs uatera conAderable extent . 
low country, which hath ceriamly nc\ er been 
\ercd by the fea Prom the other fide of the 
ountams facing the fouth, where the fca, ftow- 
gwuh great impeiuofuy, leaves behind it marivs 
It’s inundations, fevcral nvers flow into thefc 
ree iflands, fome of which are confiderable enough 
receive the largeft (hips 

These obfervations, which feem to prove tint 
e fea hath feparaied tlie Canbbec Iflands from 
e continent, are further confirmed by oihers of 
different kind, ihough equally conclufive m 
pport of this conjecture. Tobago, Margaretta, 
td Trinidad, iflands that are the ncareft to the 
jntment, produce, as well as the Cnribbece, trees 
le wood ot which is foft, and wild cocoa This 
artibular fpecies is not to be found, nt Ic-ift m 
iy qumtity, in the northern iflinds In ihefe the 
aiy wood we meet with IS hard Cuba, fituaied 
i the other extremity of the Cnnbbccs, abounds, 
ke Florida, from which, perhaps, it hath been 
pirated, with cedars and cjpreffes, both equally 
feful for the building of fhips 

The foil of the Canbbecs confifls moftly of aN'atvreof 
lyerofclaj or gravel, of different thicknefs , 
er which IS a bed of (lone or rode. The nature nbbee 
f fame of thefe foils is better adapted to vegeta-^^®”'^* 
on than others In thofe places where the clay bief found 
> drier and more friable, and mixes with the there 
•avesand remains of plants, a layer of earth 
ormed of greater depth, than where the clay is 
noifler. 1 he fand or gravel has different proper- 
IC5 according to It’s peculiar nature , wherever it 
5 lefs hard, lels compaff, and left porous, fmall 
’leccs feparatc ihemfelves from it, which though 
ky»jprclerve a certain degree of coolncft ufotui 
o vegetation This foil is called m America, a 
pumice- 
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o o K pumice-ft<«ic foil. \Vhercvcr ihc clay and gravel 
, do not go ihrough fuch modifications, the foil be- 
comes batten, 'ns foon as the layer, formed by the 
dccompofition of the original plants, is dcflroycd, 
from the neceinty there is of weeding it, which 
too frcqiienrly expofes it*fi falts to the heat of the 
fun. Hence, in thofc cultures which require lefs 
weeding, and where the plant covers with it’s leaves 
the vegetable falls, there the fertility of the ground 
hath been prefers cd. 

When the Europeans landed at the Caribbee 
Iflands, they found them covered wnh large trees, 
connc^cd, as it were, to one another by a fpe- 
ctes of creeping plant ; whicl), rifing up m the 
fame manner as the ivy, \vo\e itfelf around all the 
branches, and concealed them from the fight. 
Tnere was fo great a plenty of this plant,* and 
it grew fo thick, that It was impoflible to pe- 
netrate into the woods before it was cut down. 
From It’s great degree of flexibility it was called 
Ltane. In thefe forefts, as old as the world it- 
fcir, there were varieties of trees, which, from 
a Angular partiality of nature, were very lofty, 
exceeding flraight, and without any cxcrefcences 
or defedks, The annual fall and breaking down 
of the leaves, and the decay of the trunks rot- 
ted away by time, formed a moill fediment upon 
the ground , which being cleared, occafioned 
a furpnfing degree of vegetation in thofe plants 
that were (ubflitutcd to the trees that were root- 
ed up 

In whatever foil thsfc trees grew, their roots 
were fcarccly two feet deep, and generally much 
lefs: though they extended themfclves on the fur- 
face, m proporijon to the weight tliey bad to fup- 
port The excelfivedrynefsot the ground, where 
the moft plentiful rams never penetrate very deep, 
as they arc foon atiraitcd by the fun beams, and 
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the conftanl dews thatmoiflcn thefurfacc, madcBOOK 
the roots of thefe plants evtend ibemrehes bofi- . . 
zonrally, inftead of defeendmg perpendicularly, as 
they generally do in other climates. 

The trees thargrewon the tops of mountains 
and in fteep places were very hard. The fharpeft 
cutting inftrament could Icarccly make any im- 
preflion upon them. Such were the agouti, the 
palm-tree, and the barata wood, uhich have fince 
been ufcfully employed in building. Such were 
the courbari, the acajou, the mandiineel, and the 
iron-wood, which have been found fit for joiner’s 
work. Such is the acoma, which being either 
put into the ground, or cxpolcd to the air, is pre- 
ferNcd for a long time without being attacked by 
the worms, or totted by the damp. Such the 
maple, the trunk of ^YhlcI!, being four or five 
feet in diameter, and the fiem from forty to fifty 
feet high, ferved to make a canoe of one fingle 
piece. 

Titcvallics, which are rendered fertile by the 
mountains, are covered with loft wood. At the 
foot of thefc trees, grew promilcuoufiy thnfe plants 
*l’it the 1 beraliiy of tlie foil product for tlie fub- 
fifience of the naii\esof the country. Thofc in 
mofi general ufe were the yam, the Caribbcc cab- 
bage, and the battaia, the roots of wh'cii being 
tii^rofc, like ihofe of the potaioe, m’ght equally 
afibrd a wholcromc nounfhmcnt. Nature, which 
appears to have cfiabhllird a certain nmlogv be- 
tween the charaders of people and die provifions 
intended fortlrcir fupporr, bad prwidcd tlie Ca- 
ribhec Iflands with fuch vcg-iab’cs as cojid not 
beer the heat of the fun, fioiwillinl b;fl m molfi 
r’acM, required no cu’tiraxion, and were renew- 
ed two or three times in the year. Tre illanj- 
etadj not thwart tic free and Ipo-tanreji ope- 
»attC!j.s of raiurr, by dcOrojirgo-e of 1 er pro- 
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BOO Kdu£\ions, to gue the greater vtgour to anoilier. 

X The preparation of the vegetating faits was cn- 
lire!) left to the mere effect of the foil , nor did 
the natives pretend to fix the place and time of 
her fertility They gathered, as chance threw m 
their way, or the fcaton pointed our, fuch fruin* 
as fpon aneoufiy offered ihcmfclvcsfor their fupport 
They had obferved, that the piitrcfa6\ion of the 
wc'ds was ncccfiary to the rcprododlion of thole 
plants that were mofi tifeful to them 

The roots of theftplants were never imwhoie- 
fome , but they were infipid when raw, and had 
very luilc flavour even when boiled, unlcls they 
were feafoned with pimento When mixed with 
ginger, and the ac|d juice of a plant fomev/hae 
rercmbhng our forrcl, they produced a ftrong 
liquor, which was the only compound drink of 
tile ravages The or^ art they made life of in 
preparing if, was fufiering it to ferment fome 
days m common water, expoTcd to the heat of 
the fun 

Exclusive of this nounfhment, theiflands alfb 
fupplicd the inhabitants with o great variety of 
fruits, but very different from our's The moft 
ijrcful among thefe was the banana The root 
of the banana tree is tuberofe and hairy It s 
ffem, which is flcndcrand loft, grows to feven 
feet at u’s iitmoff height, and is eight inches m 
diameter ic is compofed of fevcral coats, or 
coicentnc flicaths lol-rabiy thick, and each of 
them terminated by a firm petiole, hollowed m 
fotm of a gutter, and which fupportsa leaf of fix 
feet long, and two feet wide Thefe leaves, c.}! 
Icfted in a fmalJ number at the bottom of the 
fiem, bend b) their own weght, and dry up one 
after the other They arc thm, very fmooth, 
green on the upper furface, of a paler colour on 
ihs under, and furniffied with parallel fibres, 

which 
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^vhich are very clofe to each other, are joined atB o O K 
the coda, and give the leafaCittiDy appearance. 

At the end of nine months, the banana tree 
pufhes out from the roidft of it's leaves, when 
they arc all unfolded, a fprig of three or four 
feet long, and two feet in diameter, fumiihcd 
at intervals with femicircular bands, \yhicb 
each of them fupporis, a cluftcr of a dozen or 
more flowers, covered with a fpatha, or membra- 
nous inclofurc. Each pift.il is charged with a 
ftile of fix ftamir.a and one calix, with two 
leaves, one cxicmal, lengthened out, and ter- 
minated by five indentations; the other internal, 
ftioner, and concave. . This piftil, and one of 
the ftamina, arc abortive in the flowers at the ex- 
tremity, the clufters of which are fmall, clofe, 
and concealed under coloured and permanent in- 
clofurcs In the other flowers, five of the fla- 
mina arc found abortive ; but the piftil becomes 
a flcfliy fruit, elongated, flightly arched, covered 
"iih a yellow and tliick pellicle, and filled tvlth a 
pulpy, ycllowifh fubftance, of a fwcctifh tafte, 
and very couriftiing. The aflsmblagc of thefe 
fruits, to the number of fifty and upwards, upon 
Uie fame ftem, is called a regime of bananas; 
which is as much as a man can carry. While 
it is upon the ftem, it’s weight makes it bend 
towards the ground. As (bon as it is gathered, 
this ftem dries up, and is fuccccdcd by frcfti 
whicli come out of the root, and flower 
nine months after, or I.iter, when they arc tranf- 
planted. There is no other way of multiplying tltc 
banana tree, which never yields any feed. 

This p’an exhibits a number of ^ricties, 
which confift only in the form, the fize, and the 
ronJncfi of the fruit. It u agreeable to the lafte 
U' d is eaten raw, cr prepatej m feveral v.ajs. 

VoL, UL H h O.st 
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BOOK Okc fingnlar drcumflance worthy of remark Is, 
while the voracious plant, which we have 
termed Liane, climbed roQnd dll thfe' barren treci, 
it avoided the fertile ones, though promifeuoufiy 
blended with the former. • Nature feemed, as it 
■drcrc, to have prefcrlbeU to it, to irefpedt what fhe 
had dellined for the fiSflenante of man, 

- The ifianders were not fo plentifully fulipHcd 
with pot-herbs as with foots and fruits. Purflain 
and crefles were the onl^ herbs of this kind they 
had. 

Tkeir. otlier food was confined within a very 
narrow compafs : they had no tame fowl, and the 
only quadrupeds (hat wfere fit for food, did not 
amount to more than five forts j the Idrgeft of 
\9hich did not exceed iii fize our common rabbits. 
The birds,- more pleafing lO the eye, tholi^h Jifr 
varied than in oiir climates, were vdlodble almoft 
only o’n a'ceount of’thcir feithers : few oT them! 
warbled. fOhfi thofe melting notes that arc fo cap- 
tivating to the eart moft of ihcfii were extrenftely 
thin, and ver^ infii^id to the tafte. Fifii was 
nearly as plentiful is m other Teas, but generally 
lifs wholifomi, and lefs delicate." 

The virtues of the plants that nature had 
placed ;n thcle iflands, to cure the very few dif- 
drders the inhabitants were fubjeft to, can^fcarc? 
be exaggerated. Whether they were applied ex- 
ternally, or taken iiicmally, or the juice of them 
given m infufion, their 'elf^s wereiis fp'eedyas 
falutary. The'invadersof thofe formerly peaceable 
regions have employed theie fimples, which are 
always green and in full vigour, and preferred 
them to all the medicines that Afia can furnifh to 
'bie'rt'k'di *hie'WuVrfi. 

mate'f'* generality of the inhabitants of thefe iflands 

confider''but two fcafons among them, that of 
‘flands dtodght and that of ram." Nature, whofe opera- 
tions 
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tions are conftanr, and concealed under a pcrpe BOOK 
Jual verdure, appears to them to afl alw’a}s 
formly But thofe who anentively obf^rve 
progrcfs, d^fcetn, that in the temperature of the^a'i' hoie- 
chmate, in all the revolutions, and the changes^®”* ^ 
of vegetation, Ihe obferves the fame laws as m 
Europe, though in a iefs fenfible manner. 

These almoft imperceptible changes, are no 
prcfervative againft the dangers and inconveni- 
ences of fuen a fcorching climate as mull b“ na- 
turall) expedted under the torrid zone As I'lcfc 
iflandsarenll und'^r th'* tropics, dn.irinlnbit'ints 
ate expofed, allowing for the varieties refulrng 
from difference of fituation and of foil, to a per- 
petual hent, which generally incrcafes from the 
nfing of the fun till an hour after noon, and 
then dccrtjfcs n proportion as the fun dec/incs. 

A covered iV.y, that might fctveio allevntc this 
hear, is fcldom feen Sometimes, indeed, clouds 
appear for an hour or two, but the fun is nc\cr 
hid for four da) s during the whole jear 

The variations in the temperature of tfie air 
depend rather upon the wind, than the changes of 
thcfcafons In thofe places where the wind doth 
not blow, the air is cxccflivcly hot, and rone 
but thccnftcrl) winds contribute !o icmpcrue and 
refrefh it, thole that blow from the fouth and weft 
afford liulc relief, but thej arc much Icfs frequent 
ivnd Icfs regular than that which comes from the 
raft Tlic branches of the trees cvpofcd to it's in- 
fluence, arc fo'‘c-d round towards the vveft, in that 
dircdlion which ihc) feemed to be thrown into, by 
the conlimt nnd uniform courfc of thcwind But 
ihcir roots arc ftrorger n"d more cxierdcd under 
ground towards the caft, in order to nftord them, 
cs uwctc, a fixed pv-mi, the rcfiftarcc of \ Inch 
tna) coui i-nft the power of i1 c ruling wind 
Accoitlrtil'. It I ^th been obicrved, that when- 
Hha ever 
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BOO Kever the wcderly wind blowi with any violence, 
the trees arc cafily thrown down , in order there- 
fore lo judge of thc\iolcnce of a hurricane, the 
number of trees, as well as the direction in which 
they fall, is equally to be confidcred. 

The caftcrly wind depends upon two invariable 
caufes, tile probability of wliich is very flrihing. 
The firfl; anfes from the diurnal motion of the 
earth from weft to caft, and which muft ncccfla- 
nly be more rapid under 'the cquinodlial than 
under the parallels of latitude, becaufe a greater 
fpace muft be pafled over in the fame time The 
fecund is owen to the heat of the fun, which, as 
foon as it rifes above the horizon, rarefies the air, 
and caufes it to blow towards t!ie weft, in pro- 
portion as the earth revolves towards the eaft. 

The eaRetly wind, therefore, which at the Ca- 
•nbbee Iflands is fcarccly felt before nine or ten 
o’clock in the morning, increafes in proportion as 
the fun rifes above the horizon •, and decreafes as 
it declines. Towards the evening it ceafes entirely 
to blow on the coafts, but not on the open Tea. 
The reafons of this difference are very evident. 
After the fetling of the fun, the air from the land, 
that continues tor a confidcrable time rarefied, on 
account of thevapours which are conftantly nfing 
from the heated globe, neceflanly flows back up- 
on the air of the fea : this is what is generally 
called a land breeze. It is moft fenfibly felt in’tlie 
riglir, and continues till the air of the fea, rare- 
fied by the heat of the fun, flows back again to- 
wards the land, where the air hath been condenfed 


.by the cooHefs of the night. It hath alfo been ob- 
fcrvtd, that the cafUrly wind blows mote regu- 
larly and with greater force in tlie dog days, than 
at any other times of the year, bccaufe the’ fun 
then acts more powerfully on the air. ThuS\na- 
lurc caufes the exceflive heat of the fun to contri- 
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bute to the refrcfliment of thofe climates that are B 0 o K 
parched up by it’s rays It is thus, that in fire-en- , 
gines art makes the fire inftruraental in fuppl>ing 
conftantly with frefh water the copper veflels from 
which it ts cxhauficd by evaporation. , . 

The rain contributes alfo to the temperature 
of the American iflands, though not equally in 
them all. In thofe places where the eafterly wind 
meets tvitl? nothing to oppofe ii*s progrefs, it dlf- 
pcls the clouds as they b^tn to rife, and com- 
pels them to break, either in the woods or up- 
on the 'mountains. But whcnc>er the ftorms 
are too violent, or the blowing of the eafterly 
^'ind is interrupted by the changeable and tem- 
porary effeit of the fouthern and wcflcrly ones, it 
then begins ro rain. In the other Caribbec iflands, 

Nvhere this wind doth not generally blow, the 
rains are fo frequent and plentiful, efpicially in 
the winter fcafon, which laftsfrom the middle of 
July to the middle of Oftober j that, according 
to the moft accurate obfcrvaiions, as mucli water 
falls in one week, during this lime, as in our cli- 
mates in the fpacc of a year. luflead of thofe 
mild and rcfrcllilng fitowers which we fometimes 
enjoy in Europe, the rains in thefc climates arc 
torrents, the found of which might be miftaken 
for that of hail, if this were not almoft unknown 
under fo burning a Iky. 

These Ihowers, it mull be allowed, rcfrclh the 
air; but they occafion a dimpnefs, the effedts of 
which arc no Icfs difagrccablc than fatal. The dead 
mull be jriierred w’nhm a few hours after th^ have 
etpited. Meat 'viU not keep fwcet above four and 
twenty hours. The fruits decay, whether they arc 
githered ripe, or before tlicir matujiiy. The 
bread muli be rbade up intobircwiis, to prevent it's 
growing mouldy. Common wines foon turn four • 
and iron grows ruHy in a day’s time. The feeds 

can 
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BOO Kean only be pfeferved by conflant attention and 

. care, - till the proper fcafon returns for fowing 

them. When the Caribbee Iflands were firft dif- 
covered, the corn that was conveyed there for the 
fupport of thofe who could not accuftom them- 
felves to the food of the natives of the country, was 
fo Toon diimaged, that it became necefTary to feUd 
it in the ears. This neceflarj’ precaution enhanced 
the price ol it fo much, that few people were able 
to buy it. Flour was then fubftuuted in lieu 
of corn, which lowered, indeed, the expences of 
tranfporr, but was attended with this inconve- 
nience, that it was fooner damaged. It was ima- 
gined by a merchant, thatif the flour were entire- 
ly feparated from the brdn, which contributes to 
it’s fermentation, it would liave the double advan- 
’ tage of cheapnefs and of keeping longer. He 
caufed it therefore to be lifted, andiput thefineft 
flour into flrong ca^jes, and be.ni it clofe together 
with iron hammers, till it became fo hard a body, 
that the air could icarcc penetrate ir. Expeti- 
cnccjuftincd folenfibleaconirivancc; thepraftice 
of it hath become general, 'and been confidcrably 
improved ever ftncc. 

It was thought that nothing more remained to 
be done, when M. du Hamel propofed another 
precaution, tlmt of drying the flour 'in ftoves, 
before it wds embarked. This idea attrafted the 
attention of the French miniftry. 'Flour pre- 
pared in the new way, and fonie according to 
the former mode, was lent to the other hemt- 
fpherc. Upon their return, the firfl Iwd Ioft~no- 
thing. and the lafl w.is half rottcti and deprived 
of u’s glutinous property. Tlic fame rcfult 
hath attended all the cxpcnment^ It is pleafing 
to hop^, that a difcovcry fo tifcful will nOt be 
lofl, for the n.ations that have formed feitlcmcnts 
to the fouth of America. If it doth not fecure 

to 
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to the provifions, the fame degree of . duration book 
that they have in our dry and temperate climate^ 
they v.ill not at leaft be corrupted fo foon, and 
wifi be preferved for a longer time. 

However troublefome ihdc natural cffedls of Drdlnarj 
ilic rain may be, it is attended with fome 
more formidable; fuch as frequent and fbraeiimesiCind*. 
dreadful canliquakcs in the iHands. As tlrey 
generally happen during the time, or towards the 
end of the rainy fcaibn, and when the tides are 
highcli, fome ingenious uaturalifh ha\c, there- 
fore, Gippofed that they might be owen to thefe 
two caiilcs, 

T«e waters of the fley and of the fca, urder- 
mine, dig up, and ravage the earth in fcvcral 
ways. • I'he ocean, in particular, exerts it’s fury 
upon iliis globe witha Molcnccihat can neither be 
forefeen nor prcvcntwl. Aipong the various fhocks 
to ulilch it is conftandy expofed, from this rertlcfs 
and boiiicfous clement, there is one, which at the 
Catibbec iflands is diflinguiflicd by the name of 
cVnrrA', or whirlpool It conllRntiy luppccs 
once, twice, or three times, from July to Oftobar, 
and always on the wcflcrn coafls j bccaufc it takes 
place after tl.’e time of the wcJlcrly and fouthcrly 
winds, or while they I)low, Thewave^ which at 
adiflancc feem to advance gently within fourot 
five hundred yard', fiidJanly fwcll erjainft the 
fhorr, as if aclrd upon m an cbhquc diteftion by 
forr.c fiipetjcr ffucr, and break with the grcatdl 
impeiuofii^. The lhip<, which arc tlicn u^\sn the 
coiil, or n tlte toads l^yord ir, unable cither to 
p-jc to fca, or Keep rixir acchors, arc daHird ro 
r eces spi-fl the la* d, Icavirgtha wrd-sppy 
'’niirrly vitlu-l lepra c-f clcapirg that certain 
deadi, lie Jjp.'cul’rs i^f whtcU incy lave bccu 
e>j rtt'er ('-* Ic'-cral bcutr. 
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BOOK So cxtraoidmaiy a molion of \ht fca hath 
been hhlierto confidcrcd as the confcquence of a 
ftorm. But a ftorm follows the direction of the 
wind, from one point of the compafs to another ; 
and whirlpools are felt in one part of an ifland that 
is fiicltcrcd by another ifland, where the fhock is 
, rot at all perceived. This obfervation hath induced 
Mr. Duiafla, who has travelled through Africa, 
and America, us a natural phllofophcr, a mer- 
chant, and a ftatefman, to ftek for a more proba-, 
Wc caufc of this Angular phscnomcnon. He hath 
not only difeovered this, but a!fo fcvcral other 
truths that may be ufcful to many of the fcicnccs ; 
if he fhould ever make them public. \Vc fliall then, 
probably, acquire more certain information con- 
cerning hurricanes. 

The hurricane is a violent wind generally ac- 
companied with rain, lightning and thunder, 
fomeiimes with earthquakes; and always attended 
with the moft melancholy and fatal conTcquences 
that the wind can produce. The day which, in the 
torrid ^one, is ufually bright and clear, is fudden- 
ly changed into a dark and univerfal night; the 
appearance of a perpetual fpring, into thedreari- 
nefs and horror of the mofl: gloomy winter. Trees, 
as ancient as the world itfeJf, arc torn up by the 
roots, and inflantly difappcar. The ftrongeft and 
the moft folid buildings are in a moment buried 
in ruins. Where the eye delighted iifclf with the 
profpeft of rich and verdant hills, nothing is to 
be feen but plantations entirely deftroyed, and 
frightful caverns. The unhappy fufferers, de- 
prived of their whole ftipport, weep over the car- 
cafes of the dead, or fearch among the ruins for 
'their friends and relations. Thenoife of the wa-* 
ters,' of the woods, of the thunder, and of the 
winds, that break againft the fliattercd rocks ; the* 
•cries and bowlings of men and animals, promif- 

cuoiifly 
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Toufly involved m'^a whirlwind of fand, flones,B O OK 
nd ruins of buildings: all together feem to por- . 

:nd the laft ftruggles of expiring nature. 

These hurricanes, however, contribute to pro- 
uce more plentiful crops, and to ripen the fruits 
f the earth. Whether thefc violent concullions 
ear up the ground, in order to render it more fer- 
l!e, or whether the hurricane brings along with ft 
ertain fubllanccs fit to promote the vegetation of 
slants, is not eafily determined ; but it hath been 
^bferved, that this fecraing and temporary confii- 
Tion was not only a conrcquencc of the uniformity 
of nature, which makes even difloluiion iticif in- 
firumcntal to regeneration, but alfo the means of 
prefervirg the general Ij'ftcm, the life and Wgonr 
of which IS maintained by an internal fermenta- 
tion, the fourcc of partial evil and of general 
good. 

The firfi inhabitants of the Caribbee Illands 
itnagisicd that they had difeovered infallible pro- 
gnohicsof this alarming phenomenon. They ob- 
ier\cd, ihat.when it was near at hand, the air was 
tnifiy, the fun red, and yet the weather calm, and 
the tops of the mountainsclear. Under the cart!), 
and in the refervoirs of water, a dull found was 
heard, like that arifing from pent up wjnds. The 
flats were clouded by a vapour, that made them 
appear larger. The JT{)% in the north wdl, \vjs 
ovtrfprcad with dark and black clouds that feem- 
«d \cry alarming. The fca fciii forth a ftrong and 
difagrtvablc fmcll, and, in the midll of a c.ilm, 
was fnddcnly agitated. The wind changed in a 
moment from call to weft, and blew very violently 
at different intervals wch of which couiinucd for 
tvvb hours tt^eihcr. 

Tijoucn thetrnthof all theft obfervations can- 
rot be arceTt.nir.ed. yet to pay no aueniion to the 
ideas ard cten prgudices of favage nation* 03 

times 
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BOOK times and feafons, would be a feeming indication pf 

. imprudence, or of a mind too little addicted to 

phtiofophical inquiries. The want of employment 
of thefc people, and iheir being liabiluaied to live 
in open air, afford them an opportunity, and put 
them under a ncceffity, of obferving the fmalleft 
alterations in the air, and of acquiring fuch infor- 
mations on this point, as liave efcaped the more 
enlightened nations, which are more employed, 
and more devoted to v/orks of a fedentary nature. 
Poflibly we muff be indebted to the man'who 
dwells in the forefts for the difeovery of effeds, 
and to the learned man for the inveftigation of 
caufes. vLet us trace, if -pofllble, the caufe of 
hurricanes, a pbrenomenon fo frequent in Ame- 
jica, that this alone would have been fufficient 
to make it be deferted, or render it uninhabitable 
many ages ago. 

No hurricanescome from the call, that is, from 
the greateff extent of the fea at » the Caribbee 
Iflands. ■ As this is an acknowledged fad, it would 
induce us to believe, that they ore formed ,on the 
continent of America. The weft iwind which 
blows conflanily, and fometimes very violently 
in the fouthern parts, from July to January, and 
the north wind blowing at the fame time in the 
northern parts, muR, when they meet, oppofc 
each other with a force proportionate .to their na- 
tural velocity. If this Giock happens in the long 
and narrow pafles of the mountains, it muftocca- 
fion a ftrong current of air, tliat wUl extend itfelf 
in a compound ratio of the moving power, and 
the diameter of the narrow pafs of tlie mountain. 
Every folid. body. that meets this current of air, 
will be imprefled with a degree of force propor- 
tioned to the extent of furface it.oppofcs to the 
current ; fo that if the pofition of ^ihat ftirfacc 
■ihould .be perpendicular io the dircdioo of the 

hunt- 
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hurricane, it is impoffibk to determine what effe^bB O o K 
might be produced upon the whole mafs. For- 
■tunately, the different bearings of the coafVof 
iflands, and their angular or fpherical figure, oc- 
cafion ihefci dreadful hurricanes to fall upon fur- 
faces morcoriefs oblique, which divert the cur- 
rent of atr, break its force, and gradually deftroy 
its effedls. Experience alfo proves, that their 
aftion is by degrees fomuch weakened, that even 
in the dirc^bion, where the hurricane falls with 
tnoft force, it is fcarce felt at ten leagues dif. 
tance. The moft accurate obfervers Jjai-e rc^ 
marked, that all the hurricanes which have fuc- 
ceflively fubverted the iflands, came from the 
®orth-wcfl, and confcquemly from the narrow 
^ffes formed by the mountains of St. Martha. ’ 

The diflanceof fome iflands from this dirc<ffion, 
is not a fufficient reafon for rejeibing this opinion ; 
as feveral caufes may contribute to divert a cur- 
rent of air to the fouth or eaft. We cannot help 
thinking, therefore, that thofe perfons Ijave been 
in an error, who have anbricd, that the violence 
■of a hurricane ^Yas felt under whatever point of 
the compafs the wind came from. Such ore ilic 
.dcftrudlivc phsnomcna Nature hath oppofed to 
the acquifition of the riches of the New World: 
hut uhat barrier could reftrain the daring Ipirit of 
the navigator who difcovcrcdil? 

Christopher Columbus having firft formed a Cufiomsof 
fculcmcnt at Sc. Domingo, one of the Greater An- tfieCanbs, 
tillcs, difeovered the Lefs. Theiflanders he hadjn^Xt-"^ 
to encounter there, were not fo weak and cow ardly ana^ftbe 
as thofe he had at firft fubdued. The Caribs, who 
thought they originally came from Guiana, wcrcial^. 
of moderate flaturc, thick fetand ftrorg, and fuch 
asfeetned adapted to fotm men of fupenor flrcngib, 
if their manner of life and exercifes had feconded 
thefe natural appearances. Their legs thick and 

mufcular. 
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D o o Kmufcular, were generally well made ; their eyes 
' black, large, and fomewhat prominent. Their 
whole figure would have been pleafing, had they 
not fpoilcd their natural beauty by fancied and ar- 
tificial ornamentF, which could only be agreeable 
among thcnifclves. The eye brows and ilic head 
were the only pans of the body on which they fuf- 
fered any hair to grow. They wore no garment, 
nor had this any influence on their chafliiy. In or- 
der to guard agalnft the bite of Infedls, they 
painted all their bodies over with the juice of the 
rocou, or arnotto, whlclt gave them the appear- 
ance of a boiled lobller. 

Their religion confiflcd only In feme conFufed 
belief of a good and bad ptincipic ^ an opinion Co 
natural to man, that we find it diffufcd among the 
mofl favage nations, .and prcfcrvcd even among 
many civilized people. They were little concerned 
about the tutelary divinity, but had the greateft 
dread of the evil principle. Their other (uperfll- 
tions were more abfurd than dangerous, and they 
were but little attached to them. This indiffc- 
lence did not contribute to render them more rea- 
dy to embrace Chriftianity when it was propofed to 
them. Witliout entering into difpute with thofe. 
who expounded the doctrines, they contented 
themfelvcs with rgefling the belief of them, for 
fear^ as they fald, ibat their Mifbhcitrs JboiiU laugh 
at tbem.^ ~ , 

Though theCaiibshad no regular foim of go- 
vernment among them, yet they lived quietly and 
peaceably with one another. The tranquillity they 
^enjoyed, was entirely ovven to that innate prin- 
ciple of compaflion which precedes all refledlon, 
and is the fource of all focial virtues. This'hu- 
mane fpirit of benevolence arifes from the very 
frame and nature of man, whofe felf-love alone is 
fufficlent to make him abhor the fufferings of his 

fellow- 
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fellow creatures. To mfivfe, therefore, a fpirit of E O o k 
humanity into the minds of tyrants, it would . 
only be nccellary to make them the executioners 
of ihofe victims they facriBce to their pride, and 
of thofe crudtics they order to be pradifed upon 
others. The hands of thofe voluptuaries fhduld be 
obliged to mutilate the eunuchs of their feraglios; 
they (hould be forced to attend the field of battle - 
they fhould there behold the bleeding wounds, 
h^r the imprecations, and bewitnefles of the ago- 
nies and convulfionsof their dying foldiers; they 
Ihould next attend the holpitals, and at Icifurc 
contemplate the wounds, the firaflures, the dif- 
.eafes occafioned by famine, by labours equally 
dangerous and unwholefome, by cruel fervices and 
taxes, and by the other calamities which arlfe from 
the vices and profligacy of their manners. How 
greatly would fccncs like thefe, occafionaily in- 
troduced in .the education of princes, contribute 
to Icflen tlie crimes and fufTenngs of tlic Iniman 
race} Wliat benefits v/oiild not the people de- 
rive, from the compaflionatc emotions of their fo- 
vercigns } 

Among the Carib?, whofe hearts were not 'depra- 
ved by the pernicious inftitutions that corrupt us, 
neither adultery, treafon, nor manjcre.', fo com- 
moo among civilized nations, were known. Reli- 
gion, the laws, and penal punifliments, thofe bar- 
riers raifed to proicdf old cuftoms from the in- 
croachmeots of new ones, were ufclefs to men who 
followed nature alone. Tbefr xv.-ts never heard of 
arnong thefe favages, before tlic EiJrope.ans came 
among them. When they difcovercd any thing 
mlfiir.g, they obferved, rl’r Cbrijlians lad leen 

iL'ims 

These Iflandcrs were little acquainted wltli the 
firo*'geft paluans of the foul, not even with that 
of love. . This paflloawas with them mcrclv a 

fL.'thil, 
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BOOK fenfanl appetite. They never fiicwcd the Icaft 
. marks of attention or tendernefs for that fc5r, fo 

much courted in other countries. They conllclcr- 
cd their wives rather In the lighr of flaves than 
of companions} they did not even fuffer tliem to 
cat uith them, and hath ufurped the right of di- 
vorcing them, without granting them the indul- 
gence of matfjing again. The women felt them- 
Iclvcs born to obey, and liibmitied patiently to 
their fate. 

In Ollier refpcils, a tafte for power had little 
influence on the minds of the Carvbs ; as they had 
r.o diftinftion of ranks among them, they were all 
on a fooling of equality, and were extremely fur- 
piifcd to find degrees of fubordination eflablUhcd 
among the Europeans. This fyllem was Ib repug- 
nant to their ideas, that they confldered thofe as 
ilaves, who had theweaknefs to receive the com* 
mands of a fuperior, and obey them. The fub- 
jefkion of the women among tliem, was a natural 
confequence of the weakncis of the fex. But In 
what manner, and for what reafon, the ftrongcr 
men fubmiticd thcmfelvcs to the weaker j and how 
one man commanded the whole body, was a pro- 
blem, that neither v/ar, treachcrj', nor iuperflitr- 
on, had been able to rcfolve. 

The manners of a people, neither influenced by 
intereft, vanity, or ambition, muft be very Ample. 
Every family formed within itfclf a republic, diG- 
tinit in fome degree from the reft of the nation. 
They compofed a hamlet, called rflrir/, of greater 
or lefs confequence, in proportion to the fpace of 
ground it occupied. The chief, or patriarch of 
the famil}', hved in the center, with his wives and 
younger children. Around* him were placed the 
huts of fuch of bis defeendams as were married. 

, The columns that fupported " thefc huts were 
flakes i the roofs were thatched ; and the whole 
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furnUute canfifted of foriie weapons, cotton beds B C^o K 
made very plain and fimple, fbme balkets, und,.^.,.^ 
litenfils made of calabafhes. 

Ifi tbefc huts the Caribs fpent Uie grcaieft part 
of their hfe, cither in fleeping or fmoking. When 
tliey went out, they retired tnio fomc corner, and 
fat upon the ground, feemingly abforbed in the 
moft profound contemplation. Whenever they 
fpoke, which was not very often, they were heard 
without interruption, or contradiftion, and without 
dny anfwer, but the fign of a tacit approbation. ^ 

‘ They were not much troubled in providing 
for their fuftenance. Savages, who fpent tb^ir 
life in the condenfed air of the foreft, who had 
the cuaom of covering themfclvcs with a hyer_ 
of locou, which clofcd up the pores of the ikin ; 
who fpent their days in idlenefs and indolence 
fuch ravages muft4iecc{Iarily perfpire very little, 
and be very moderate in their eating. Without 
bring comprilcd to tbs labours of cultivation, 
they found conftantly, at the foot of the trees, a 
wholcfome food, fitted to their cooftituiion ; and 
which required no great preparation. If they 
fometimes added fo ihefc gifts of liberal and un- 
cultivated nature, what they had taken in hunting 
andfiOiing, it was raoftly upon occafion of fome 
' public fcaft. 

Tuesc extraordinary fcflivals were not holdeii 
at any ftated times. The guclls thcmfclves 
fhewed n.o alteration in their ufual charaflcrs. 

In thefe meetings they were not more gay Or 
fpri^htly, than at other times, A fpint of indo- 
lent and hftlenhefs appeared in their counte- 
nances, Their dances were fo grave and folemii, 
that the motions of thc.r bodies were esordfivc 
of the dulncfs of theit minds. But thefe gloomy 
feftivals,- like thofe- clouded ikte that are tte 
forerunners of u ftorm, were feldom eoneluded 
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BOOKwithovic bloodfhed. Thefe Tavagcs, who were 

, temperate when ^ alone,- grew drunk- when 

aflembied in companies, and their intoxication 
excited and revived thofc family dificnfions, that 
were either only Rifled, or not, entirely cxiin- 
guifhed : and thus thefe feflivals terminated in 
malTacres. , Hatred and revenge, the -oniy.paf- 
fions that could deeply agitate the minds of thefe 
ravages, were thus perpetuated by convivial plca- 
fures. In the, height of* thefe entertainrhents, 
parent^, -and relations, embraced one another, and 
‘ iwore ^hat they would wage war upon the conti- 
nent, atvdjk fometimeSjiin the great iflandsit ^ 

** The ‘Caribs itfed to embark upon boats, made 
of a fingle tree, that thad been felled by burning 
it’s, toots. , Whole years had been employed in 
hollowing thefe. canoes, by hatchets made of 
Rone, or by means of fire, Ikilfully applied within 
the trunk of the tree, in order* to bring, it to the 
tnoft proper form. Thefe free andtvoluncary 
warriois being arrived on the coafls, to .which 
they were led, fometimes by.a blind caprice, and 
fomeiimes by tiolc'nt. hatred, went in quefl: of 
nations to exterminate. They made their attack 
with-a kind oficlub, nearly as long -the, arm, 
and with potibned -arrows. At their- return from 
this miliiary expedition, , which wasvthe more 
Q^ecddy brought to a conclufion, as mutual enmity 
Tendered it more cruel and fpirited, the favages 
fell again ipio" their former Rate of indolence and 
ioadtivity. i • •• 

The Spaniards, notvvithftanding the adv.intage 
of fire-arms, did not continue long at* war with 
this people, nor were they always fiicccfsful. 'At 
fiiflthey fought only for- gold, and afterwards for 
Rives , bin not meeting with any mines, and the 
Caribs being fo proud and fulleii that they died 
when reduced to flavery the Spaniards gave up 
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all thoughts of making conquers, vhich theyB o O K 
'thought of little confcqucnce, and which they , 
could neither acquire nor preferve witliouc con- 
ftant and bloody wars. 

The Engiifh and French being apprized ofTheEng- 
thefe tranfaiflions, ventured to equip a fmall fleet, 
in order to intercept the Spanilh vclfels \\ hich fre- feitiri to 
quented thefe latitudes. The advantages gained, 
increafed the number of pirates. Peace, which JJaads, oa 
frequently took place in Europe, did not pre-ttenua 
'ent 'thefe expeditions. The cuflom that 
vailed among the Spaniards, of flopping all 
fhips that failed beyond the tropic, juftified fuch 
piracies, . 

The two nations had long been acquainted 
with the Wihdward Iflands, without ever think- 
ing of making any fcttlcmcnt there, or having 
been able to 6x upon the mode of doing it. 

They were, perhaps, apprchenfive of irritating 
theCaribs, by wham they had been favourably 
veccivcd: or, perhaps, they cxinfidcrcd that a 
foil, which afforded none of thofe productions 
that were of ufc in the Old World, was unwor- 
thy of their attention. At length, however, fome 
Englifh'and French, the former headed by War- 
ner, and the latter by Denambuc, landed at Sr. 
Chriflophcr’s on the . fame day, at two oppofite 
parts of the ifland. The frequent lofles they fuf- 
tained, ferved to convince them both, that they 
certainly would never triumph over, and enrich 
themfelves with the fpoilsof the common enemy, 

^nlcfs they had fome fixed rcfidcnce, ports, and 
•a place of general rendczv’ous. As they had ‘no 
notion of commerce, agriculture, or conquell, 
they amicably divided the coafls of die ifland 
where they dccldcntly met together. The natives 
of the country retired from the fpot they were 
fixed upon, telling them ht the fame time, that 
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»«;(/? either le very had or very fcaree lailh 
X* tbenu ftnce they voere^come fiom fo great a dijlaaccy 
and had ex^ofed tbet^elves to fo many ^dangers, to 
feek for it -among them. . 

Thf court of Madrid vvere not fo peaceably 
' inclined. Frederic of Toledo, who* was fent to 
Brazil in the year 1630, "with a powerful fleer, to 
“ttack the Dutch, was ordered, in hi^ pafTage, to 
eftroy the pirates, who, according to the prc- 
jdices of that nation, had invaded one of their 
srritories. The vicinity of two adlive ‘and 
iduftrlous nations occafioned the greateft anxic- 
y to the . Spaniards. _ They were fcnflble that 
heir colonics would be expofed to attacks, if any 
ther people fliould come to fettle in that part of 
America. ; i ’ ' 

The French and EnghlTi in vain ^united their 
.eak powers againfl: the common enemy : they 
/ere beaten, and thofe who were not either killed 
a the adlion, or not taken prifoners, fled for fhel- 
er, NYjth the utmoft precipitation. Into the nelgh- 
louring iflands. \Vhcn the danger was over, they 
noft of them returned to their former fettle- 
nents. Spain, whofc attention was engrofled by 
ibjedls flie confidered as of greater importance, 
liilurbqd them no more ; taking it for granted, 
jcrhaps, that their mutual jealouflcs would occa- 
ion their deftrudlion. 

Unfortunately for the Caribs, the two na- 
ions, thus conquered, fufpended their rivalfhip. 
The Caribs, already fufpe^cd of forming a con- 
piracy in St. Chriftopher**, were either baniflicd or 
ieftroyed. Their wives, their provlfions, and even 
ihe lands they occupied, were leized upon. A fpi- 
-vJT •fj^enp-.rnte*, -cc- 
dined the Europeans to believe that'tjie otherfa- 
vage nations had entered into the confpiracy ; and 
they were therefore atfackcdm their inlands. In 

vaiu 
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Vain did lho(e plain and inoffenfive men, wlio hads O O K 
tio inclination to contend for the pofieffion of a land , < 

which they confidered not as their property, re- 
tnove the boundaries of their habitations, in pro- 
portion as the Europeans adv anced with their in- 
croachments; they were ftill purfued wiih the 
fame eagemeft and obflinacy. As fcon as they 
perceived that their lives or liberties were in dan- 


ger, they at length took up arms ; and the fpint 
of revenge, which alwajs goes beyond the injury, 
inuft liave fometimes contributed to render them 


cruel, though not unjult. ' 

In earlier times, the EngHIh and the French 
confidered the Caribs as their common enemy ; 
but this kmd of cafual aflbciation vvas frequently 
interrupted It implied not a lafling engagemtnr, 
much (he becoming guarantee for their mutual 
pofieflioas. The favages artfully contrived to be 
at peace, Sometimes with one nation, and Come- 
times with the other; and thus they gained the 
advantage of having only one enemy at a time;. 
This management would have been but oF little 
fcrviceto ihefc iflanders, had no: Europe, fcarce 


paying any attention to a few adventurers, whofe 
cxcurlions had as yet been of no ufe to her, and 
tiot fufficicnily enlightened to penetrate into futu- 
ntj, neglsdlcd both the care of governing them, 
as well as that of putting them into a condition 
to extend or recover the advantages they had 
already acquired. The indificrcnce fhewn by 
the two mother-covinlries,^deiermined their fub- 
je^ls of the New ^VorId, in the month^of Ja- 
nuary 1660, to enter into an alliance, fecuring to 
«ch people thofe pofleffions the vanous events of 
war lud procured them, and winch, till then, had 
been totally unfetiled. This alliance was accompa- 
nied with an offenfivc and defcnfwe league, to 
compel tire natives of the country to j*6ia in tins 
its plan , 
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BOOK plan ; to which their fears- induced them to accede 
, the \ery fame year. ' •' ' 

By this treaty, which cftablifhed tranquillity in 
' this'^jart of America, France obtained Guadalupe, 
Martmico, Granada, and fome lefs confiderabI6 
acqiiifitions. England was confirmed in the pof: 
feflion of Barbadocs, iNcvis, /Antigua, Monifer- 
rat,‘and feveral other iflands of>little value : ^t. 
Chrifloplicr belonged lo both nations^ The Ca- 
ribs were confined to Dominica and St. Vincent’s; 
where all the Icatteredv body of /this people unit- 
ed, and did not at that time exceed in number 
6,oco men. < > * • . 

The ' At this period, -the Englifh fctilements had ac- 
SccMf- *iuired, 'under a government, which, though not 
f«mon of free from defers, was' yet tolerable, fome kind of 
Mrt «>fS5.fQrfn* and were in a fioarifhing (late. On the con- 
^rary the French colonies were abandoned by ft 
ofthefe great “’number of their inhabitants, reduced to de- 
turenf 'neccIRty they were under of Tub- 

milting to the tyranny of cxclufire privileges. 
Thefc men, pafilonaicly attached to liberty, fled 
to ihc'norihcrn coafl: of St, Domingo, a place of 
refuge for feveral adventurers of their own Country, 
fmcc they had been driven out of St. Clinflopher’s 
about thirty years before. 

Thsy were called Buccaneers, becaufc they 
nutated the cuflomof the fuiagcs, in drying the 
ood they lived upon by fmoke, in places called 
Juccans As they had no wives nor children, 
hey ufually aflbeiated two In a company, to aflift 
)ne another in family duties. In thefe fociettes 
■jroperty v/as common, nnd the laft funivor in- 
lentcd all that remained. Theft was unknown 
imong them, though no precautions were taken 
againft it; and what was wanting at home was 
freely borrowed from fome of the neighbour/', 
without any other rcftnClion than that of n pre- 

MOUS 
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vioiis intimaiion* if they -were at home •, if notjB 0 o k 
of making them acquainted with it at their return. X. 
Csfar fopnd in Gaul the ftmc cuftom, which 
bears the 'Bonble chara(^er, boili of a , primitive 
ftate, in which every thing was in common,) and 
of limes poftcriofjto that, innwhich the idea 
of private property was known * and rcfpeflcd. 
Diflcrences fcldom aro^e, -and when they did, 
were cafjJy ad|ufted. If the parties,’)botVever, 
were obftinate,’ they decided the matter by fire- 
arms. 'If the ball entered'at the back or the fidcs, 
it was confidered as a mark of treachery, and the 
ailanin vvas immediately put to death. The for- 
mer laws of their' country were difregarded, and 
by the ufiial Tea baptifm. they had received in 
paffing thc'tropic, iliey confidered ihemfclves ex- 
empted from ail obligatiorrtoobey them. ' Thefe 
adventurers l?ad even quitted-tbetr family name 
to nflTume otliers,- borrowed from terms of war, 
moft of wliich have been uanfmittcd to their 
poflcnty. , 

Thc drcfs'of thefe, barbarians confined of a 
fhirt dipped in die blood of die animals they 
killed in huniingi a pair of drawers dirtier than 
ths fiiirr, and made dn die fliape ‘of a brewer’s 
apron, a girdle made of leather, on which a very 
fhori’ fibre was hung, and fomc knives } a hat, 
'vithout’nny rim, except a flap before, >in order 
to take hold of itj and (hoes, widioiu ftockings. 

Their ambition was fiitisficd, if they could but 
proNide ihcmfeUes with a cun that carried bails of 
ail ounce weight, and with a pack of about fivc- 
and-twemy or thirty dogs. » 

The B(icc.incers fpent their life in hunting the 
Wild bulls, of which there were great numbers 
in die ifland, fince thc Spaniarda had brought 
them. The bed parrs of .thefe animals, when 
fcafontd with pimento and orange juice, were the 

mod 
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common food of their dcftroyers, who had 
X forgotten the ufe,Qf bread, and who Ind nothing 
'""V'^but water to drmh The hides of thefs animals 
were convened to fevcral ports, and bought by the 
navigators. They were carried thither by men 
who were called or bondfmen , p fet of 

perfons, who were Ufed to fell themfelves ln-^Eu 
rope to ferve as flaves in the colonies, during the 
term of three jears One of ihefe miferable 
prefumng to jcprefent to his maftcr, who always 
fixed upon a Sunday for this voyage, that God 
had forbidden fiich a pra6ice, when he had declar- 
ed, Jlx days JbaU ihou labour, and. on the feveutb 
day Jbalt thon refi , And I, replied the brutal Buc- 
caneer, fay to thee J\x days tbou Jbalt kill bulls, 
andfmp them of tbfir Jhns, and on tbf feventb day 
tbow Jbalt carry tbesf bides io the fea Jbtre This 
command was followed by bloys, which fbme- 
times enforce obedience, fometimcs difobcdiencc, 
to the laws of God j j 

Men of fuch a caft, habituated to conftani ex- 
crcifcs, and feeding every day on frefli meat, were 
hltlfi expofed to difeafes Tlieir excurfions were 
only fufpended by a flight fever, which lafted one 
day , and was not felt the next They muft, how- 
ever, have been weakened by length of time, un-. 
der a chmate of too intenfc a heat, to enable them 
to fupport fo hard and laborious n manner of 
hfe 

The climate, indeed, was the only enemy the 
Buccaneers Iwd reafon to fear The Spanith colo- 
nj, at firft fo confidcnbic, was reduced to no- 
thing Ncglcflcd and forgotten by the mother- 
country, u had even loft the remembrance of it s 
fevtrtu ‘Ybe few ln^'la'Dnams t'nai lur- 

vived, lived in a ftaic of indolence their flaves 
had no other employment but to fwmg them m 
their hammocks. Confined to thofc wants only 

tlut 
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that are falisfied by nature, frugality prolonged B 
their lives to an old age, rarely to be met with m 
more temperate cliknates 

It is probable they would not have been roufcd 
from their indolence, had not the enrcrprifing and 
aftive fpint of their enemies purfued them m pro- 
portion as they retreated Exaiperated at length, 
from having their tranquillity and eafe continually 
difturbed, they inMted from the continent, and 
from the neighbouring iflands, fome troops who 
fell upon theaifperfed Buccaneers, ^The^ unex- 
pefledly attacked ihele barbarians m fmall parties 
in their excurfions, or in the night lime, vyhen re- 
tired into iheir huts, and many of them were maf- 
facred Tbefe adtenturers would moft probably 
have been all dellroycd, had they not formed 
themfelves into a body for their mutual defence 
They were under an ablblutc ncceffity of fe- 
parattng in the day-time, but met together m 
the evening If any one of them was milling, 
tt was fiippofed that he was cither taken prifoner 
or killed, and the chace was delayed, till he was 
either found, or lus death revenged “We may 
cafily conceive how much blood muft have been 
Ihcd by fuch ruffi'’ns, belonging to no country, and 
fubjeit to no laws, hunters and warriors from the 
calls of nature and mftmfl , and excited to mur- 
der and maflacres from being liabitintcd to attack, 
and from the neceflity of defending themfelves 
In the height of their Fury, they dev oicd every 
thing to dcftrutflion, wuhout any diftmftion of 
fex or age The Spaniards, at length derpairing of 
bejngableto get ihe better of fuch favage and ob 
flinate enemies, took the rcfolimon of dcftrojmg 
all the bulls of the iflands, by a general chace 
The execution of tins defign hating deprived the 
Buccaneers of tlicir u<oal rcfourccs, put them un 

der 
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plains of Rocroy, by cominnal lofles in thcc o o ir 
Netherlands, by the incapacity of it’s minifters, 
ntid even by the extinction of that national pride, 

'vhich, after having been kept «p and tnaintained 
by fixing nfelf on -grent ol^cCts, had degenerated 
into an indolent ’hanghtinefs: all ihefc circuin- 
fiances, tending, to the rom of the Spanifh mo- 
narchy, left 00 room to doubt that'var might 
be fuccefsfully waged againft-her. -France tkil- 
fully took the advantage of rhclc confufions Ihe 
had partly occafioned; nnd Cromv\ell, irt-lhe 
year i6c5,.jomed her, in order to fliare In-the 
ipoils of a kingdom haftcning to dcfirudtibh in 
every part. 

'Thjs conduct of the ProteClor icaufcd a revolt 
among the befi’Enghflj ofllcerji, \vhD,.confidcring 
it aa an inftance ot great injufiicc, determined to 
eimt the fcrvice. They thought iliat the will of 
their fupenors could not givc-fanClion to an cn- 
terpnfe, which violatcd’all the principles of equi- 
ty ; and that by concurring in the cx*ecutlon of ir, 
they would be guilty of the greatefi: crime. The 
reft of the Europeans looked upon thefe principles 
of \irtue and honour, as tlw eficC\ of that repub- 
lican and fanatical rpirii which then prevailed in 
England j but they attacked the ProteClor with 
other motives. / 

. SrAiN Kad long threatened toenflave all other 
nations Perhaps the mnlutude, who arc little able 
to cftimate the ftrcnglh of nations, and to weigh 
tlic variations in the balance of power, were not 
Jet recovered from their ancient prejudices. An 
tmiverfal panic had feized the minds of thofe 
able men who attentively ftudicd the general pro- 
greft of affairs They were feofible, that if the 
rapid and exmiordinary fuccclTes of France were' 
not checked by fome foreign power, flic would de- 
prive the Spamaids of iheir poffeJlions, impofeon 
; (hem 
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B o Q Ktbcm vvhat laws fhethoughl jwper* compel them 
to the marriage of the Jnfanta wuh Lewis XIV 
fecure to herfelf the inheritance of Charles the V. 
and opprefs the liberty of Europe that fhe had 
formerly protedted Cromwell, who had lately 
fubvericd the government of h»s country, feem 
cd a fit perfon to give a check to the power of 
kings but he was looked upon as the weakeft of 
politicnns, when he wah obferved to form connec- 
tions, which his own private mterefts, thole of 
his country, as well as ihofe of Europe in genera!, 
ought abfolutely to liate prevented him from en 
termg into 

.These obfervntions could not poffibly efcape 
the deep and penetrating genius of the nfurper 
Sat, perhaps, he Was defirous of preferving the 
idea the nation already cnternaincd of his abililies, 
by fome important conqueft If he had declared 
himftlf on the fide of Spam, the execution of this 
project muft have been chimencal , as the utmoft 
he pould poifibly expeft was to reflorc the balance 
of power between the two contending parties He 
imagined it more favourable to his defigns to be- 
gin to form a connexion with France, and after 
wards to attack her, when he had made himfelf 
mailer of thole poOelfions that were tlic objedl of 
his ambition Whatever truth there may be in 
thefe conjcdlures, which, however, may be fup- 
ported from the evidence bf hiftory, and are, at 
Icaft, confiRent with the charaClcr of the extraor 
dmary politician, who is fuppofed to IiaVe adopted 
this mode of reafoning, the Englifh went into the 
New World to attack an enemy they h/d juftl 
brought upon ihemlcKes 

Their firfl attempts were dirc£lcd againll the 
town of St Domingo, the inhabitants of winch 
retired into the woods as fbon as they fiw a 
large fleet commanded by Penn, and nine thou-' 

fard 
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find land forces, hsided by Venables, appear be- E o o K 
fore the city But tlie errors committed by , ^ ^ 
tlieir enemies, inEpiringthefe fiyiiives with frclh^ • 
courage, tliey returned, and compelled the enemy 
to reimbarU with difgrace Thts misfortune was 
the conlequencc of the ill concerted plan of this 
expedition 

The two commanders of this enterprifc were 
men of very moderate abilities They enter- 
tained n mimnl hatred ogamft cich other, and 
were not attached to the Protcaor InCp-dtors 
had been appointed to watch over them, who, 
under the name of commiflanes, checked tlieir 
operations The foldters who were fent from Un- 
rope ^vcrc the refufe of the army , and the mili- 
tia, taken from Barbadocs and St Chnftophcr’s. 
were under no kind of dtfciphnc The hope ot 
plunder, that (limulus fo ncccflary for the fuccefs 
of diftant and difficult enterprifes, was prohibit- 
cd Matters were arranged in fuch a rn^^ner, as 
to render it impofiiblc tor any kind of hymony 
to fubfift between tlie fcvcral perfons who were 
to concur m their fuccefs Proper arms, pro- 
vifions fit for the chmite, and the informaii- 
on ncccflary to conduft the enterprifc, were ill 
Wanting , , 

„ Tilt execution of the ittach was anfwcrable to 
the plan The landing of the troops, which might 
hive been effeacd without danger even m the port 
itfelf, was iccomplilhcd without a guide, ot forty 
miles diftance The troops wind*rcd about for 
four dass wuhout water or provifions Exlnufted 
by the exceflive heat of the climate, anddilcou- 
raged by the cowardice and mifunderllandtng of 
ibeir officers, they did not even contend u ah the 
Spaniards for viftory They force thought them- 
felves in fafety when they had got back to their 

«>'PS- But 
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BOOK But ill fucceft contributed to reconcile the tr- 
^ ranted patties The’Englifh, who had not yet con- 
trailed the habit oF bearing difgrace, reclaimed by 
the very faults they had committed, and reftored 
to the love of ihetr counity, to a fenfe of iheit duty, 
and toa tliirfl of'glory, failed for Jamaica, witha 
determined refolution, cither to penfli,' or to make 
the conqueft of it 

The inhabitants of this rfland, fiilye£lto Spam 
fince the year 1 509, were ignorant of what had 
happened at St Domingo, and did not imagine 
they Ind any enemy failing m the neighbohring 
feas The Enghfh therefore landed without op 
pofinon They were boldly marching to lay* fiege 
to St Jago, the only fortified place in the colony,^ 
when the governor gave a check to ^ their ardour, 
by offering them terms of capuulatidh''^ Thedif 
cufilon of the articles, artfully proldnged, gave the 
colonifls time to remove their mofi Valuable cffefls 
nlfo fecret places They tliemfelves fled for flieltcr 
to inacceflible mountains, leaving only to the con- 
querors a city without inhabitants, moveables, 
trcaflircs, or pr6\ilions 

This artifice exafperated tlie befiegers They 
fent out det'icliments on every fide, with expreft 
orders to deflroy every thing they met with The 
difappointmenl they felt on finding thefe parties 
return without having diH-ovcred any thing , the 
want of every convenience, rnore ferfibly fell by 
this mtion than any other , the mortelity which 
incrcafed among them every day , the dread tliey 
were under of being attacked by all the force*: of 
the New World all thefe circumflances confpir- 
ed to make them clamorous for a Ipeedy return 
tnto England The cowardly dcferiion of forlcli 
a prize is Jamaica, wh di they had almofl refolved 
iipori, would fodn have expofed them to the mor- 
tifying rcproadies of dteir country, had they not 
difcovercd 
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difcorcred at laft fome pnfture land, where thcBOOit 
fwgiti^es had conveyed rheir., numerous flocks. . 

This unexpected good fortune occafjoned a change^'*'^'* 
in the fentime'nis of .the EngUlh, and made them 
refolvc to complete ihetr conqueft. 

The rpirit of aCtniiy, which tliis laft rcfolution 
had cxcUed, convinced the befieged, , that they 
could not remain with fafety m the fgrefts and pre- 
cipiceSf, where they had t concealed rhemfelves. 

They unanimoufly, therefore, agreed to fet fail for 
Cuba. ,Here they were received with fnch marks 
of dirgraccqs the veaknefs of their defence de- 
ferved, and they, -were fcni back again; but with 
fuch fuccours as were unequal to the forces they 
had to contend v, ith.* • From that principle of ho- 
nour, which in moft men arifes rather from a fear 
of (hamc than a love of glory, .they made a more 
obftinate refjftance than could have been expefted 
from the few refources they bad. They did not 
evacuate tins confiderablc iHand, nil they were re- 
duced to the greateft extrcmiiies; and from that 
period it hath remained one of the moft valuable 
poITcflionsof Great Britain in the New World. 

Before the Enghfh had made any fcttlement aiThe frec- 


pjrares,of both natrons, who have fince been fo A^ric'n 


much diftinguifhed by .the name of Freebooters, 
had driven the Spaniards out of the fmall iHand 
Tortuga, fituated at the diftanceoF two leagues r^itiou* 
from St. Domingo; and fortifying ^hemfelves^J^^^'f 
there, fhad made excurfions with amazing intrepi-thefe p«- 
dity againft the common, enemy. . They formed 
themfeUcs into . fmall companies, confiftinr^oF 
fifty, a hundred^ or a hundred and 6fty men 
e.ich. A bdar,>afa greater or fmaller frze, was 
nil their naval force, Thcfc boats were fcarcc big 
enough for a perfoa to lie down m, and they had 
nothing to flieltcr them from the ardent heats 

of 
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BOOKof a burmng climate, nor from tlie rains, which 
X* fall in torrents in ihofc regions. They were often 

want of the moft ncceffary fupports of life. 
But all thele 'calamities were forgotten at the fight 
of a (hip. They never dchberaieU on the attaclc', 
but proceeded immediately to board the (hip, 
of whatever fize it might be. ' As foon as they 
threw out the ’grappling, the veflel was certainly 
taken. 

‘In cafes of extreme nccefiity/ thefe banditti at* 
tacked the people of every nati6n , but fell upon 
the Spaniards at all times. They thought that 
the cruellies they ha'd cxercifed on the Ameri- 
cans, juflified the implacable aveVfion'they liacl 
fwom againft them. But this extraordinary kind 
of humanity was heightened by pcrfonal refent- 
ment, from the mortification they felt, in feeing 
themfelvcs debarred from the prhticgc‘'of hunting 
and fifhing, which they juflly confidered as na- 
tural rights. Such was iheir infatuation, 'that 
whene\cr they embarked on any expedition, they 
ufed to pray to Heaven for the fuccefs of it , and 
they never came back from the plunder, but 
they conftantly returned thanks to God for, their 
viftory. 

The fhips tint arrived from Europe feldom 
tempted their avidity. ' Thefe barbarians would 
hate found nothing 'but mcrchandife in them, 
the fale of which would not 'have been very 
profitable, and would have required too con- 
tlantan attemion. They always waited for them 
on their return, when ih^ were laden with the 
gold, filver, and Jewels of the other htmifphere, 
if they met wlihn fingle fiiip, they ne;cr failed 
to attack her. Th^ followed the fleets them- 
fch«, and any flitp that ftraggied, or remained 
behind, w as inevitably lofl. The Spaniards, who 
trembled ac the fight of ihcfc implacable cne- 
1 mies. 
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roses, immediately furrcndcrcd. Life was granted book 
to iliera, if the cargo proved a rich one ; but if . ^ 
the ronquerors \\ ere disappointed in ihesr expeda- 
tions, all the crew ucre frcqucmly thrown into 
the fca. 

- Peter LreuAND, a native of Dieppe, had no 
roore than four pieces of cannon and tv\enty-cight 
rocn in his boat; yet with this trifling force he 
ventured to attack die \icc-admiral ot^ the.gal- 
l«>ns. He boarded him, having firft given or- 
ders to fmk his own veflel; and the Spaniards 
v.erefomuch futprifed at this boldnefs, that not 
one of them attempted to oppofc him. When he 
came to the captain’s cabbin, who was engaged at 
play, he prcicntcd a piftol to him, and compelled 
him to furrendcr. • This commander, with the 
greater pan of the crew, they landed at the ncareifc 
cape, as a ufclefs burden to thelbip they had lb ill 
defended, and referved only a fulHcient number of 
faiiors to work her. 

PiFTV'fivc frec-booters, who had failed into the 
iouihcrn fca, proceeded as far as California. ,To 
return into the northern fea, they were obliged to 
fail two ihouland leagues againfl the wind in a 
canoe. When they were at the Streighis of 
Magellan, they were fcizcd with rage at liaviog 
made no plunder in fo rich an ocean, tind fleered 
again towards Peru. They were informed that 
there W'asln the port of Yauca, a (hip the cargo of 
which was\alucd at fevcral niilhons: they im- 
mediately attacked, took her, and embarked up- 
on her. 

Michael deBasco, jonque, and Lawrence le 
Graff, werccruifing beforeCarthagena with three 
Imaliandbad veffels, when two men of warfail- , 
cd out of the harbour to attadc thefe free-boor- 
ers, and to bring them alive or dead. ^Thc Spa- 
niards were fo much deceived in their expefta- 

tiens. 
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BOOKtions, lint ilicy were tlicmrel\cs taJ^cn prifbn- 
^ . ers The vid^arskept ilic fhips, but they Tent 
back tbs crews wirti a degree oF fcorn, winch 
greiily cnlianccd the Hiamcof a defeat in itfclf fo 
Imrailntiog 

MiCHAiiL and Broiiage having received intelli- 
gence, that a very valuable cargo bad been finp 
p:d fn m Carih-igcna in vcHcIs carrying a foreign 
(lag, in order to (ccure it from tlicir rapine, ar- 
tacked the two Ihipa that were loaded with this 
treafure, and plundered them The Dutch cap- 
tuns, exafperated at their being beaten by (hips 
fo inferior to theirs, ventured to tell one of thefe 
adven urers openly, that if he liad been alone, he 
would not dare to attack them Ltt us btgm tie 
jfi^lt agatn^ rephed the Buccaneer vvitli haughn- 
uefs, and wry Mtnpannr Jball remmn aqutet fpePlatcr 
cf tie en^etsement If J Jbotild be cenq ttror agatHf 
both }mir Jhtps fbali al/o be mme The prudent 
republicins, far from accepting the challenge, 
quickly made ofl^ app elicnding if they (hould 
ilop, lint they might not have ihe liberty of de- 
clining ir 

Lawrcncp, who was on board a very fmall 
\e(lcl, was overtaken by two Spanith (hips, car 
rying each fixty guns Tou h'lve, faid he, ad 
dredtng Iwftvfelf to hts companions, too tnticb eetpe- 
Ttence not to be fenfble of your danger^ and too m teb 
courige to fear tt On ibu accafon ojoektrujl avail 
ourfetves cj- ^ery ctrexanfianee^ hazard every tbtns* 
ait'ick and defend ourjehes at the Jav e tme Fa' 
hvr^ arlijiee^ rafinefiy and even defpair itfelf mujl 
wu> be employed Let us dread the ignominy cf a 
dejeat , let us dread tbe cruelty of our enemies , and 
let usfighty that ve may efcape them 

After this (peech, which was received with 
general applaufe, the captain called to tbebravert: 
of the free hooters, and publicly ordered him ro 
2 fee 
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fer fire to the gun-powder, on the firft fignal hcB O O K 
fhould give him} ftiewing, by this refolution, . 
ihat they.muft- either expert death, or defend 
ihemfelves ' Then extending his hand toward the 
enemy, fays he, pafs bet'ween tbsir Jbips, 

andjire upon them from every fidcy ' according tn your 
ufual ctifom. TJiis plan of operation was execuied 
with equal courage and difpaich. ’The 'fhips in- 
deed ,wcre not taken ; but the crews were io re- 
duced in number, i that they either, were not ^ble, 
or had notxourage enough to continue the com- 
bat againft'a handful of rcfohue.men, nvho, even 
in their retreat, carriedjcway- the honour of the 
Mdlory.i. The Spanifh commaodcr-atoned,' by his 
death, for the difgrace his ignorance 'and .cowar- 
dice had ftamped upon his country., In every 
engagement the free booters (hewed the fame (pine 
of .mirepidity, . m -1. ,1 ,*• ' 

' WHEN they had got a confidcrable booty, at 
firft they held their rendezvous at the ifland of 
Tortuga, "'in order to divide the fpoiU but aftcr- 
Wards the French went to St. Domiogo, and the 
EnglHh to Jamaica, They all took an oath, that * 
they had fecreted none of the fpoil. ^ Ifjany one 
srnong them was conviiled of peqiiry, which 
fejdom happened, he .was left, as foqn as an op- 
P9rtunity offered, upon ifome dclert illand, as an 
infamous perfon. Tl;c firft ftwres of the booty 
Were always given to thofe who had been maimed 
in' any pf. their engagements. If they had loft a 
hand, an arrn, dr a leg, they received two hun- 
dred crow ns •. An eye, or a finger, loft in fighr, 

'vas valued only, at half the above fum. The 
V'ounded were allowed . three livresf a day for 
two months, to enable them to have their wounds 
taken care of. If they had not money enough to 

r. . 
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I X. were bound to cn^gc in fome frefh expedition, 
and to continue it, even till they had acquired a 
fufficient flock to enable ifiem to fatisfy fuch ho- 
nourable coutradls.* t , ‘ 

, After this adt ofjiiflice and humanity, the 
remainder of the booty was divided. The com-’ 
mander, in ftridlnefs, could only lay claim to a 
Angle fhare as the reft ; ibut they complimented 
him with two or three, in proportion as they 
wcre'falisfied with his (kill, valour, and condudt. 
When ihevefiel was not the property of the com- 
pany, the pcffon who had fitted it our, and fur- 
niflied it with neceflary arms and provifions, was 
entitled to a third of the prizes. Favour never 
had any influence in the divifion of the booty} 
for every fliare was rigidly determined by lot. 
This probity was extended even fo the dead. 
Their fliare was given to their furviving compa- 
nion, If the peribnvwho had been killed had' 
nonei hts part was fent to his family. If there 
were no friends or relations, it was diflributcd 
in charily to the poor and to churches, which 
were to pray for the perfon in whole name thefe 
benefadtions were given, thefruiisof inhuman but 
ncceCary piratical plunder. 

They afiervvatds indulged themfclvcs in pro- 
/ufions of ail kinds. Unbounded licentiouinels 
in gaming, wine, women, ' every kind of dc- 
bauchcr)’ was carried tb'ihe utmoft piicli of ex- 
cefs, and was flopt only by the want which fuch 
profufions brought on. ' Thofe men who were 
enriched w ith fcvcral millions, were in an inflant 
totally ruined, and deftiiute of clothes and pro* 
ViTions. A’ncy returned to Tea, ami tlte new 
fupplics they acquired were /bon lavifhed in the 
fame manner. If ihe/e madmen were n/ked, 
what faiisfadlion they could find m difiipaiing fu 

rapidly* 
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rapidly, what they had gained tvith fb much dif-B 
•ficuJry ; they made this very ingenuous reply ; 

Expofed as we are to fuch a variety of dan- 
“ gets, our life is totally different from that of 
“ other men. Why ffiould we, who arc alive 
to-day, and may be dead to morrow, think of 
“ hoarding up ? Wc reckon only the day we live, 

“ but never think upon >that which is to corner 
Our concern is rather to (quander life away, 

“ than to preferve it.” i 

The Spaniffi colonics, flattering ihcmfelvcs 
"ith the' hopes of feeing an end to their miferics, ' 
'and reduced almoft ro delpair in.' finding iliem- 
fclvcs a perpetual prey to thefe ruffians, grew 
weary of navigation. They gave up all the 
^wer, conveniences and fortune their connec- 
dona procured them, ■ and formed themfdves 
dmoft Into fo many'diffinft and feparate flates. 
They were fenfible of the inconveniences •arilTng 
from fuch a conduft, and avowed them; but -the 
dread of foiling into the hands of rapacious and 
fsvagemen, had greater influence over them, than 
the dictates of honour, intcreft, and policy. This' 
was the rife of that fpirit of inafliviiy which con- 
tinues to this time. ■ ' > 

. This derpondency ferved only to mcrcafe the 
boldnefs of the frcc-booters. As yet they had 
only appeared in the Spanilh (cltlcments, in ordeY 
to carry off fome proviGons;'cnd even this they 
had done very fcldom.' They no fooner found 
their^captures begin to diminifh,‘'than they deter- 
mined to recover by land, what they < had iofl: at 
The richeff and moff. popuious countries of 
the continent were plundered end laid wafle. The 
culture of lands was equally ncgledled with navi- 
gation i and the Spaniards dared no more appear 
•mherr-publlc roads, than foil in the iaiitudes which 
belonged to them. ‘ ' j 

K k 2 Among 
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. X, fclvcsin this new fpcciesof cxcurfions, Month: 

gentleman of Linguedoc, particularly difti 
gtiilhcd himfcin Ha\ing» by chance, in Ins i‘ 
fancy, met with a circumdanttal account of t! 
cruellies praAifed in tl*e New World, he coi 
ceived an avcrfion, which Ite carried to a degr 
of frenzy againft that .nation that had commilti 
‘iitch enormities. Upon this point a (lory is to 
of him, that when he was at .college, and aflir 
in a play the part of a Frenchman, wlio qua 
relied with a Spaniard, he fell upon the perfe 
who perfonated the Spaniard with ifuch fury, tb: 
he would hat'c llranglcd him, had he not bee 
refeued out of his hands. His heated imagm: 
tton continually reprefented to him innumcrab! 
•muitttudesof people mallacred by lavage monfle. 
vrlio came out of 'Spain. He was animated wit 
an irrefifUble ardour to avenge fo much Innocer 
blood. The cnthufiafm this fptrit of humanit 
‘worked him up to, was turned into a rage mot 
xruel, than the third of gold, or the fanaticifm t 
' religion, to which fo many viftims had been facri 
ficctl. The manesof ihcfe unhappy fuflcrers dem 
ed to roufe him, and call upon him for vengeance 
•He had heard * Ibmc account of the brethren of tl 
■ Vfl/»y?,‘as of ihc-mod inveterate enemies, to th 
Spanifh name ; he therefore embarked on board'' 
fhip m order to join tbem. 

In thc'pafTagc they met with a Spanifh velTel 
attacked It, and, as it was ufual in tliofe times 
immediately boarded it. Montbar, with a fabn 
in his band, fell upon the enemy, broke ihroiigl 
•them, and hurrying twice from one end of the flu) 
to the oiher, levelled every thing that oppore‘ 
' him. When he had compelled the enemy to fur 
•Tender, leaving to his companions the happlnef 
of dividing fo rich a booty, he contented bimfel 
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^Uh the favage pleafure of contemplating the dea^ book 
bodies of the Spaniards lying m heaps together, 
againft whom he had fw orn a conftant and deadly 
hatred, - < f / , 

Fresh opportunities foon occurred, that en- 
able him to exert this Tpirlt of revenge, wiiliout 
cxiinguifhing it. The fhip be was upon arrived 
at the coaft of St. Domingo. The French who 
were fettled in the ifland, brought him, only a 
frriall quantity of refrefhment, and alleged in ex- 
cuie, that the Spaniards had laid waHe their 
fcttlemenis, - Why,*’ replied Montbar, ** do 
“ you fuffer fuch infuUs ?” “ Neither do we,” 
finfwered they in the fame tone; “ the Spaniards 
have experienced what kind of men we arc, and 
“ have therefore taken advantage of the -time 
*' when we were engaged in Hunting. J 5 iit we 
** are going to join feme of our companions wlio 
have been ftill more ill-treated than we, and 
then we (hall have warm work.” “ If jna 

“ approve it,” anti^vered Montbar,” ** I wnll 
** head you, not as your commander, but as the 
“ foremoft 10 expofe myfclf to danger.” The 
Buccaneers perceiving, from his appearance, that 
lie was fuch a man as they wanted, cheerrully ac- 
cepted his offer. The fame day they overtook the 
enemy, and Montbar attacked them witli an tm- 
■ peuiofjry that aflonifhed the braveff. Nothing 
efcaptd the effefts of his fury. Tlie remaining part 
of his life was equally diftinguilhed os this day. 

The Spaniards fuffered fa much from him, both by 
land and at fca, that he acquired (he name of the 
Exietr.inaior. 

His favage difpofition, as well as iluat of the 
'other Buccaneers 'who atrended hun, having 
obliged the Spaniards to confine themfelves within 
their fetilemcnir, tbefe free-bootcis refob cd to 
euack them there. This new method of carry- 
ing 
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King on the war required fupenor forces j and their 
aflbdations, in conJcquence, became nitfrc nu- 
merous. The firft^that was confiderable, was 
formed by Lolonois, who derkcd his name from 
the fands of Olonc, the place of his birth. From 
the abje£l ftate of a bondfman, he had gradually 
Taifcd himfclf to the command of two canoes, 
' wiih twenty-two men With thcfe he was fo foc- 
cefsful, as to take a Spanifh frigate dn the coaft 
of Cuba. A flave having obferved that all the 
men who were wounded were put to death, and 
fearing left he thould fiiare the fame fate, 
wanted to fave himtclf by a perfidious declara- 
tion, but very confiftenti with the part he had 
‘ been defiined to take He aflured them, that 
the governor of the Havannah.had'put him on 
board, in, order to fcrve as executioner to oU 
the Buccaneers he had fcntcnccd to be hanged, 
not doubling m the leaft but they would be all 
taken pnfoners. The favage Lolonois, fired with 
rage at this dcclatation'i ordered all the Spaniards 
to be brought before him, and cut off theirheads 
one after another, fucking, at each flroke, the 
drops of blood that trickled down bis fabre. He 
’ then repaired to the Port-au-Prince, m which were 
four fhips, Filed out purpofcly to fail m purfuit 
of him. HetooTv them, and threw all the crews 
into the Tea,' except one man, whom he faved, in 
order to fend him with a letter to the governor of 
the Havatinah, acqiiamnng him with what he had 
done, and afiliring him, ihsi he would treat in the 
fame manner all the Spaniards that fiiould fall into 
his hands, not excepting the governor' iiimfcir, If 
hefliould be fb fortunate as to take Inm. After 
this expedition, he ran his canoes and prize-fhips 
a ground, and failed with his frigate only to the 
jflandof Tortuga, 


Here 
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Here he met wuh hAichael <3e Bafco, who hadB o o K 
fo much ditlmgujfhed himlelf m having taken, ^ ^ 
even under the cannon of Porto Bello, a Spanifti 
ftip, eftimated at five or fix millions of Ijvres *, 
and by other aflions equally brave and daring, 
^Thefetwo adventurers gave out, that they were 
going together upon (bme important proje^, and 
they were joined by four hundred and forty men. 

This corps, the moll numerous the Buccaneers 
had yet been able to muftcr, failed to the bay of 
Venezuela, which runs up into the country for 
the fpace of fifty leagues The fort that was 
built at the entrance of it for it’s defence was 
taken, the cannon Ipikcd, and the whole gam- 
fon, confifimg of two hundred and fifty men, put 
to the fword They then rcimbarked, and came 
toMaracaybo, builcon the weftern coaft of the 
lake of the fame name, at the diftance of ten 
leagues from it’s mouth Tins city, which had 
become flounihmg and nch by it's trade m Ikins, 
tobacco, and cocoa, was dcfcricd The inha- 
bitants bad retired with their cffcils to the other 
fide of the bay. If the Buccaneers had not loft a 
fortnight in not and debauch, they would have 
found at Gibraltar, near ibc extremity of the 
lake, every thing that the inhabitants had ft- 
creted, to Iccure it from being plundered On 
the contrary, they met v/ith fortificauons lately 
crcfled, which they had ilie uftlcft fatisfaiftion 
of making tUemfelvcs mailers of, at the expcnce 
of a great deal of blood, for the inhabitants had 
already removed at a diftance the moft valuable 
t/i d/iC 

appointment, they fet fire to Gibraltar, Mara- 
caybo would have (hared the fame fate, had it 
not been ranfomed. Befide the fum they received 

fer 
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B O O Kfor it's ranlbm, they alfi> carried off ivith them 
all the erodes, pi£tures,»and bells of the churches; 
intending,’ as they faid, to build a chapel in the 
jfiand of Tortuga, and to confecrare this part of 
their fpoils to facred piirpofes. Such was the reli- 
gion of thefc barbarous people, who could make 
no other offering to heaven, than that which arofe 
from their robberies and plunder. 

•While they were idly diffipaiing the fpoils they 
had made on the coafl of Venezuela, Morgan, the 
TTion; renowned of the Englilh free hooters, failed 
from Jamaica to attack -Porto Bello. His plan of 
operations was fo well contrived, that he furprifed 
the city, and took it wiiliout oppofition. 'In or- 
der to fecure the fort with the fame facility,- he 
compelled the women and the ptieffs to fix the ical- 
ing Udders'io the walls, from a full convidtion, 
that (he gallantry and fuperflition of the Spaniards 
would never fuffer them to fire at the perlbns they 
confidered as the olycdls of their love and reverence. 
But the garrifon was not to be deceived by this ar- 
tifice, and was only to be fubdued by force of 
arms; the treafures that were carried away from 
•this famous port were acfiuircd at the cxpcncc of 
much bloodfhed. 

The conqueff of panama was anobjedl ofmucli 
greater importance. ^ To fecure tliis, Morgan 
thought it nccefla^ to fail 'in the latitudes of 
Cofla Ricc.a, to procure fbmc guides in the ifland 
of St. Catharine, to which the Spaniards tranfport- 
ed their malcfadlors. This place v/as fo ffrongly 
fortified, that tt ought to lia\c flopped the pro- 
grefs of the mofl intrepid cximmander for ten 
years Norttjibffandmg 1I115, the governor, on 
the fnfl appearance of the pirates, Jert privately 
to concert meafurcs how he might furrender him- 
fclf wjihout incurring the imputation of cowar- 
dice. The rcfult of this 'ccnfultaiion was, that 
Morgin, 
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Morgan, in the night-time, Oiould attack afortHOOK 
at Tome diftance, and that the governor fl)ould Tally , , 

out of the citadel to defend this important poft; 
that the befiegers fhould then attack him in the 
rear,' and take him prifbncr, which would confe- 
tjuciuly occafion a rurrender of the place It was 
agreed that a bnfle firing fhonld Ije kept up on 
both fides, without doing mifthicf to citlier. This 
farce was admirably carried on The Spaniards, 

Without being cxpoled to any danger, appeared to 
have done their duty, -and the Iree-bootcrs, af- 
ter having totally dsmbJifhed the fortifications, 
and put on bonid their vcfTels a pmdigious qua'n- 
tity of warlike {lores, which they found at 5 t. 
Catharine’s, (leered their courlc towards the river 
Chngre, the only channel that wa^ oped to them, 
to arrive at the place which was thcolycdl of their 
uimolV wifhes 

At the entrance of this confiderable river, a fort 
was built upon a deep rock, which the waves of 
the Tea condanrly beat againfl:. This bulwark, 

'cry difficult of accefs, wasdefended by an officer, 
whofe extraordinary abilities were equal to his 
courage, and by a garrifoh that deferved fuch a 
commander. The free-booters, for rhe firfl time, 
here- met with a refinance ihit could only be 
equalled by their perfeverance: u was a doubtful 
point, whether they would fucceed, or be obliged 
to ral{e the fiege, when a lucky aeddent happen- 
ed, 'that proved favourable to iheir glory and their 
fortune The commander was killed, and the 
fort accidentally took fire • the befiegers then tak- 
ing advantage of this double calamity, made them- 
fclves mafters of the place 

Morgan left hisvclTels at anchor, with a fuffi- 
clcm number of men to guard them, and Tailed up 
the river in his boats Tor ihirty-ibrce miles, till he 
came to Cruces, where it ccafca to be navigable. 

He 
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BOO kHc then proceeded by land to Panama, which was 
X only five leagues difiant Upon a large and cx- 
plain that was before the city, he met with 
a confiderable body of troops, whom he put to 
flight with the greateft cafe, and entered into the 
city, that was now abandoned 

Here were found prodigious trcafurcs conceal- 
ed iQ ihe wells and caves Some valuable com- 
modities were taken upon the boats that were left 
aground at low water. In the neighbouring fo- 
refts were alfo found fevcral rich depofits. But the 
part} of free hooters who were making cxcurfiotis 
into the country, little fatisfled uitii this booty, 
cxercifed the moft (hocking tortures on the Spa- 
niards, Negroes, and Indians they difeovered, to 
oblige them to confeft where they had ftcreted 
their o\/n as well as their mafters riches A. beg- 
gar, accidentally going into a caflle that had been 
defetted through twr, found fome apparel that he 
pat on. He had fcarcely drefled himfelf m this 
manner, when he was perceived by thefe pirates, 
who demanded of him where bis gold was The 
unfortunate man (hewed them the ragged clothes 
, he had juft thrown off He was mftaotly tortur- 
ed, butashe madcnodifcovcry, he was given up 
1 to fome flaves, who put an end to his life Thus 
the treafiires the Spaniards had acquired m the New 
World by maflacres and tortures, were reftored 
again in the fame manner. 

In the midft of fuch feenes of horror, the la- 
sage Morgan fell m love His charafter wasnot 
likely to infpire the otye^ of his aitacbmeni with 
favourable fentimcnis towards him, Hewasre- 
folvcd therefore to fubdue by force the beautiful 
Spaniard that inflamed and tormented him Stopy 
cried (he to this favage, as (he fprung iviih cager- 
nefs from his arms. Stop: Tbvjkeji tbou tbencbat 
we, as tb6u bafl 

•wrejlid 
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■ v>rej}ed from me my fortune and my liberty ? Be af~X^ 
fured that / can dit^ and he revenged. Having faid ^ 
this, (he drew out a poniard from under her gown, 
vrhich (lie would have plunged into his heart, had 
■he not avoided the blow. ‘ < 

But Morgan, ftill inHamed with a pafllon which 
this determined ’rcfiftance had turned into rage, 

* inftead of the tendernefe and attention he had 
made ufe of\o prevail upon his captive, now pro- 

-^cceded to treat her with the greaieft inhumanity. 
'The fair Spaniard,' immoveably. refolure, flimii- 
latcd, at tlic fame time that (he rehfted the frantic 
' defires of Morgan ; till atlaft the pirates, exprefl*- 
ing their refentment at being kept to long in a (late 
of inactivity, By a caprice which appeared extra- 
vagant to them, lie was* under the necefiliy' of 
liftening to’ their complaints, and giving up his 
purfuit. Panama was burnt. They then (ct fail 
with a’great number of pnfoners, who were ran- 
' Jomed a few days after, and came to the mouth of 
' the Chagre with a prodigious booty. 

'Bepore the break ot the day that had been 
rfixed upon' for the divifion of the fpoil, Morgan, 
while the reft of the pirates were in a deep fleep, 
with the principal frce-booiersof his own country, 
failed for Jamaica, in a vefici which he’ had laden 
with the rich fpoils of a city, that (erved as ihe 
ftaple of commerce between the Oid and the New 
'World. This inJlance of treachery, unheard-of 
before,''excited a Mge and relentmeiu not to be 
defciibed. The Enghft* purfued the robber, m 
hopes of wrefting from htm the booty of which 
~ their right .and their avidity had been fruftrated. 

* 'The French, though fliarers in the fame lofs, re- 
tired to the ifland of Tortuga, from whence they 

- made fcvcral expeditions. ' But they were ail 
trifling, till, in the year i683> ^hey attempted one 
of the greateft importances ^ 



5o3 history of SLTTLEMUNTS AND TRADE 

BOOK The plan of this cxpeduioa was formed by Van 

. Horn, a native of Oftciid, though lie had ferved 

^ ’ all his life among the French. His intrepidity 

would never let him AifTer the leaft figns of ^cow- 
ardice among thofe who were allociated vvhh him. 
In the heat of an engagement he went about his 
(hip, fucceflively obfetved his men, and immediate- 
ly killed thofe v^hodirank at the fudden reportofa 
piflol, gun, or cannon. This extraordinary difci- 
plinc had made him become the terror of the 
couatd, and the idol of the brave. In other rc- 
(pcfls, he readily (hared with the men of fpirit and 
bravery the immeiife riches that were acquired by 
fo truly warlike a difpofition. When he went up- 
on thefe expeditions, he generally failed in his fri- 
gate, which was his own property. But thefe new 
defigns requiring greater numbers to carry them 
into execution, he took to his alTiflance Grammont, 
Godfrey, and Jonqud, three Frenchmen, diftin- 
guilhed by their exploits, and Lawrence de GraHv 
a Dutchman, who had fignalized himfelf dill more 
than they. Twelve hundred free-booters joined , 
ihemfelves to thefe famous commanders, and failed 
in fix vcficls for Vera-Cruz. 

- The darknefs of ibc night favoured their land- ^ 
ing, which* was effedted at three leagues from the 
place, where they arrived without being difcover- 
ed The governor, the fort, the 'barracks, and 
the pods of the greateft confequence j every thing, 
in a word, that could occafion any refinance, was 
taken by break of day. All the citizens, men, 
women, and children, were Ihut upin ihe churches, 
where they had fled > for (belter. At the dbor of 
each church were placed barrels of gun-powder 'to 
blow up the building. A free-booter, with a light- 
ed match, was to fet fire to it upon the lead: appear- 
'once of an infucreflion. 


.While 
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While the city was Kepi in Tuch terror, it \'asB o o ic. 
cafily pilbgcd , and after the free hooters bad car- . 
ned off what uas moft valuable, they made a pro-^ ^ 
pofal to the citizens who were kept prifoners in 
the churches, to ranfom their lives and iiberiies, by 
a contribution of ten. millions of livres* Thefe 
unfortunate people, who had neiiher eaten nor 
drunk for three days, cheerfully accepted the terms 
that were offered them. Half of the money was 
paid the fame day the other part was expeded 
from the inland pans of the country, when there 
appeared, on an erpmence, aconfiderable bocW of 
troops advancing, and near the port a fleet of fe- 
venteen fliips from Europe At ihc fight of this 
armament the free hooters, without any marks of 
furpnfe, retreaied quietly wiih fifteen hundred 
flaves they had carried oft with them, as a trifling 
indemnification for the reft of the monc) they cx- 
peiffed, the fettling of which they referred to a 
more favourable opportunity. Thefe ruffians fin- 
cerely believed, that whatever they pillaged or 
exacted by force of arms upon the coafis where 
they made a defeent, was their lawful property , 
and that God and their arms gave them an un- 
doubted right not only to ihe capital cf thefe 
contributions they compelled the inhabitants to 
fign a written engagement to fulfil, bur even to 
the intercft of tliat part of the fum tint was not 
jet paid 

Their retreat was equally glorious and daring 
They boldly failed through the midft of the Spa- 
nifh fleet, which let them pals without firing a An- 
gle gun \ and u ere, la rather afraid of being 
attacked and beaten The Spaniards would not 
probably have eA:aped f i cafily, ^nd wiih no other 
inconvenience, but fucb as 'irofc from their fears, if 


* Ijs -td. 
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BOO K.tli2 'cjITcIs of the pirates had not been laden wjtli 
X. liches, or if the Spamlh fleet had been fccightcd 
other efiefls but fiich merchandire as ucrc 
little valued by thclc pirates. 

' A Yr.AR had Icarcc clapftd flnee their return 

from Mexico, when on a fudden they were all 
fci7cdwith the ragt of going to plunder the coun- 
try of Pern. They cJtpeAcd, undoubtedly, to find 
greater ircafurcs upon a fca little frequented, titan 
upon one fo long cxpolcd to plunder. Tlte French 
and Englilh, and even the pirate afibciations of 
thclc two nations, proje^led this plan at thcfanie 
time, without having concerted it together. Four 
thoufisnd men dtieeicd ihcir courfe to this part of 
the New Hemirphere. Some of tijcm came by 
the conttnent, and others by the Strefglitsof Ma- 
gellan, to the place that was the of iheif 
wjfhcs. If the intrepidity of thefe barbarians had 
been direilcd, by a Ikil/ul and rcfpeflable com- 
mander, to one finclc uniform end, this impor- 
tant colony' would have been loft to Spain. But 
their natural character was an invincible obftacle to 
lb rare an unions foe they always formed ihcm- 
fclves into fcveral diftinCt bodies, fometimes into 
fo fctt’ in number as ten or twelve, who aCled to- 
gether, or ftparaiely, as the moft trifling caprice 
ihredled, Grognicr, Lccuyer, Picard, and Le 
Sage, were tlie mod diftioguilhed officers among 
the French : David, Samms, Peter, Wilner, and 
Townley, among the Englifli. 

Such of thofe advcnturcta as had got into the 
South Sea ^ the Streights of Darien, feized upon 
the firft vcltels they found upon the coaft. Their 
afTocIafes, who bid (ailed in their own veflcis, were 
not much better provided. Weak hov/ever as they ’ 
■were, they beat; funk, or took, all the (hips that 
Were fitted out agam(t them. The Spaniards then 
fufpenclcd their navigations. The free-booters 

. were 
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■were conlinwally obliged to make defeents uponB o O K 
the coalls to get protjfions; or to go by land jg , 
order to plunder thofc cities where the booty 
was fecured. They fucccffirely attacked Seppo, 
Puebla-NuevOj.Leon, Rculejo, Pueblo-Viejo, Chi- 
nquita, Erparfb, Granada, Villia, Nicoya, Teco- 
sntcpec, Mucmcluna, Chulmcca, New-Segovia, 
and Guayaquil, the mod cogHderabte of all thefe 
places. 

As Groggier was returning home from one of 
thole rapid expeditions, he found that a defile 
through which he was to pafs, was occupied by 
fome battalions that were intrenched, who oficr- 
cd not to impede his retreat, provided lie would 
conlent to rclcafe the prilbncrs he had taken. Jfy 
raid he, ysu wuJd Imve my pn/ortriy yu rrvj? nit 
their irons tifunder icnbycur/abres ; with re/pell to 
my pifjfs^e^ my ftcord feeures that to mt. This an- 
fwer gained htm a \iAory, and he purfued his 
tnarch unmolcfted. 

Universal terror prevailed throughout the em- 
pire; the cpproach of the frcc-booters, and even 
the fear of their arrival difperftd the people. The 
Spaniards, grown effeminate by the moll extra- 
vagant luxury, enervated by the peaceful txcrcilc 
of their tyranny, and reduced to the Hate of ihctr 
Haves, never waited for the enemy, unlcft they 
were at Icaft twenty to cnc; and c\en then they 
were beaten. They retained no imprcflion of the 
pftdc and nobility of their origla. They were fo 
mucli degenerated, that thej' rad lo/l allideas of 
the art of war, {ind were even fcarcc acquainted 
Abr sf /5/rauxas. TJbry v-exchsjtJjssJr 
better tlnn ihc Amciicnns whom they tramp’cd 
upon. Tins extraordinary want of courage was 
incTcafcd, fiom the idea they had conccwcd of 
the ferocious men v^ho auactcti them. Their 
monks had drawn them with the fame hideous 
2 feature*, 
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BOO veffcls of ihe pirates hid not been laden with 
X riches, or if ihe Spaniih fleet had been freighted 
' — ' with any other effefls but fuch mcrchandifeaswere 
little valued by tbefe pirates 

A, VCAR bad Icarcc clapfed flnee their return 
from Mexico, v/hen on a fudden they were all 
feized With the rage of going to plunder the coun- 
try of Peru The} C'tpeiled, Undoubtedly, to find 
greater treifurcs i^jon a /ea Jittle frequented, than 
upon one fo long expofed to plunder. The French 
and Englilh, and even the pirate aflbciations of 
tilde two natrons, prq|c£led this plan at the fame 
time, without having concerted Jt together Tour 
thoufand men diretled ibeir cour/e to tins pirt of 
the New Hemifphere Some of them came by 
the continent, and others by the Streightsof Ma- 
gellan, to the place that was the ob;eft of their 
wiflies i If the intrepidity of thefe barbarians had 
been directed, by a fletiful and rcfpeftable com- 
mander, to one Angle uniform end, this impor- 
tant colony would nave been loft to Spam But 
their natural charaiftcr wasan invincible obftacle to 
fo rare an union, for they always formed ihem- 
felves into feveral diftin€\ bodies, fometimes into 
fofcvv in number as ten or twelve, who afted to- 
gether, or feparately, as the moft trifling capnee- 
diredled Grognier, Lecuyer, Picard, and Le 
Sage, were the moft diftinginfhed officers among 
the French Da\id, Samms, Peter, Wilner, and 
Townlc}, among the Englifli 

Such of tbofe adventurers as had got into the 
South Sea by the Streightsof Darien, fcized upon 
the firft vcflcis they found Upon the coaft Their 
anbciates, who h&d failed in their own vcflcis, were 
not much belter provided Weak hov ever as they 
were, they b-at, funk, or took, all the fhips that 
were filled out agjimft them The Spaniards then 
fu pended ilicir navigations The freebooters 

were 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 5,1 

Vfcre continually’obliged to make defcents tiponB o o K 
the coafts to get provifions; or to go by land in 
order to plunder thofc cities where the booty'"''’''' ^ 

was fccured. They fuccefiivcly attacked Seppo, 
Puebla*Nuevo, Leon, Rculejo, Pucblo-Viejo, Chi* 
riquita, Tfparfo, Granada, Villia, Nicoya, Tcco- 
sniepec, Mucmeluna, Chuluteca, New-Segovia, 
and Guayaquil, the mod conGderable of all ihefe 
places. 

As Grognler was returning home from one of 
tliofe rapid expeditions, he found that a defile 
through which he was to pafs, was occupied by 
lotne ‘battalions that were intrenched, who offer- 
ed not to impede his retreat, provided he would 
confent to releafe the prifoners he had taken. Jf^ 
faid he, }ou W'lld my pn/onerst y-u Tr.ttji att 
ihtr irons itftmdtr wnb ^our fabres \ vsiib rtjptn to 
tnyfword/eeures that tomt. This an- 
swer gamed him a vidory, and he porfiied his 
*^arch unmolefled. 

, Universal terror prevailed throughout ihe em- 
pire} the approach of the frec-booters, and even 
the fear of their arrival difperfed the people. The 
Spaniards, grown effeminate by the mod extra- 
^2gant luxurj', enervated by the peaceful cxercife 
their tyranny, and reduced 10 the date of their 
^'es, never vaited for the enemy, unlcfs they 
at lead twenty to one; and even then they 
beaten. They retained no iropreflion of the 
pride and nobiluy of their origin. They were fo 
t^tich degenerated, that they bad loft all ideas of 
the art of war, and were even ftarcc acquainted 
the ufe of fire-arms. They were but hcr/e 
h«Uer than the Americans, whom they tramp’cd 
^pon. This extraordinary want of courage was 
‘^cafed, from the idea they had conceived of 
*he ferocious men who aiiacked iLem. Their 
^*^ks had drawn them vviili the fame hideous 
2 fcarure*. 
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B ooKfeatiires, uithwhidi the)' rcprercntcd devils ; and 
tliey diemfelvcs "had ovcrcharjgcdf the pid\iire. 

' *' ’Such a reprefeiuailon, the oflsjjrmg of a wjid and 
terrified imigmation* equally imprinted on every 
mind averfion and terror. ^ 
Notwithstanding tlic excefsof theirrefent- 
ment, the Spaniards only reeked their, revenge 
upon tlieir foes, when they were no more able to 
infpirc terror* As'iboo as the Buccaneers had 
quitted the place they had plundered, aiid if any of 
them had been killed in the attack, the body was 
digged up a^tn, inutilatcd, or made to pa& 
through the various kipds of torture, ihat would 
have' been prft^lilcd upon the man, had he been 
alive. This ' abhorrence of the free-booters was 
extended even \o the places otv v.hvch they had 
cvercir,*d their ^cruelties. The ‘Cities they had 
.taken were extoromunTcaied v the very walls and 
foil (if'thc places vvhicli had been laid wafic tyere 
anathematized, 'and the inlvabitanls abandoned 
them for ever. ’ ' * j*' , ' 

This rage, equally irnpotent and chiltlifh, could 
only contnbtuc to embolden tliat of their enemies. 
As fodn as 'they took a lown,* nt ,was diredtly let 
.on fire, unicis a fum, ’proportioned to it’s taluc, 
was given to fave it. Thepnfoners taken in bat- 
tle were nialTacrcd wiihout' niercy^’if they vvere 
j not ranibmed by government, or by individuals : 
gold, pc.arls, 'or precious flones, were the. only 
th ngs accepted of for the payment of their ran- 
fom Silver being too common, and too weighty 
in proportion to it’s value, would have been trou- 
'blefomc to them. In'a word, the chances of for- 
tune,' that feldom leave guilt linpimiThed, nor ad- 
verfity without a compenfaiion for u’s fuffermgs, 
atoned for the crimes committed in" the conqueft 
of the New World, and the Indians were amply 
avenged of the Spaniards. 
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Eat It happened in this, as it generally does mB Cyj K 
vents of this nature, that thofe who coramiitcd,_^^__^,,^ 
jch outrages, did not long enjoy the /runs ot 
bem Sev eral of tliem died in the courfc of thele 
nncies, from the cffeiit*; of the climate, from dil- 
refs or debauchery Some \/ere flnpwrecked la 
affing the Sireights of Magellan, and at Cape 
Horn Moft of thofe who attempted to get to t^he 
Northern Sea by hnd, fell into the ambulcadc that 
was laid for nnd loft cither their lives, or the 

booty ih-y liad icquired The Englifh and French 
colonies gamed very lutle by an expedition that 
lafted four years, and found tlicmlcKes deprived of 
ih“tr bnvt-lt inhabiiants 

WiiiLt ruc.b piracies were committed on the 
Southern Ocean, the Northern was threatened 
wi'h the fame by Grammoot He was a native 
of Pans, by birth a gentleman, and had dilbn- 
guilhcd himfelf in a military capacity in Eu- 
rope, but his paffion for wine, gaming, and 
women, had induced him to JO'" P'”"' 

His airtues, perhaps, a ere fufficient to have 
atoned for his vices ' He was “ffable, pohie, 
generous, and eloquent he was endued wnh a 
found judgment, and was a p-rfon of approved 
valour,"^ winch foon made him be confidered as 
the chief of the French free booiets As foon 
as It was knot n thit he had taken up arms, he 
was immediately joined by a number ot brave 
men Th- co%crnor of St Domingo, who had 
at kreth p-cvaileil upon I is madK to approve of 
th- p uett, cqnall) wife and juft, of fixing die 
pirates mfonep'ace, and laducmg them to be- 
kme culuvators was defirous of preventing the 
concerted e p-du,on and forbad it m ihe k ng s 
name Grammont, who had a grea erftiareof lenfc 
than Ins allocates, was not on that account more 
tnclu, d to comply, aid fternly rephad ca 

VoL m 1 LI Ltiiu 
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LOOK (lif.xpprove cf a dtfyn he ts unacquainted tciVI', 

nnd Kl’icb hath keen pimneJ ctih a few days pp? 
This anf^vcr ht(»hly plcafctl nll^ihc fxcC’boofcrs, 
who tlirc<5\l> cmbaiKcd, in i68^, to Attack Cam* 
peachy. < . ' 

Tur.Y landed without opponiton. Eat at /bme 
diftance from the toaft, they \icre attacked by 
cip,ht hundred Spaniards, svlio ucrc bc.ntcn and 
putfued to the town, where botlj parties entered 
at the fame time. The cannon they found there 
was immediately levelled againfl the citadel. As 
It had very little they were contriving feme 
Jliaiagem to enable them to become mafiers of the 
place, w lien intelligence was brought th.sl it was 
abandoned There remained in it only a gunner, 
an Englifliman, and an olTiccr of fucfi lignal cou- 
rage, that he cliofc rather to expofe himfeif ro the 
gfcatcd extremities, than b.ifely to fly from the 
place with the reft. The commander of thcEuc* 
cancers received him witlt marks of diftmdlion, ge- 
neroufly rcleafed him, gave him tip nil hts efleils, 
and bchdes complimented him with fomc v.aluablc 
prefents : fuch Influence have courage and fidelity, 
even on the minds of ihofc who Teem to violate all 
the rights of foclety. 

The conquerors -of Campeachy fpent iw'o 
months In fcarthmg all the environs of the city, 
for twelve or fifteen, leagues, carrying off every 
thing that the Inhabitarvis, in their flight, 
thought they had prelcrved. When all the trea- 
fure they had colle^lcd from every quarter was 
dcpoficed.in the flflps, a propofal was made to 
the governor of the province, who ftill kept the 
field with nine hundred men, to ranfom his capi- 
tal city Hi 3 rcfufal determined them to burn ir, 
and dcmohfli the citadel. , The French, on the, 
feftival of St. Louis, were celebrating the anni- 
vetfarv of their, kinrr s and. in thf. tranTnorts of 
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their patriotirm, intoxication, and national love B o o k 
of theVr prince, they burnt to the value of a mil-,_^ 

lion *01 logwood; a pa“> V"Jt Af^rr 
able one too, of the fpoil they had made After 
this fingular and extravagant inftanue of 'o ot 
tvhich Frenclimen only could boaft, they returned 

TH?*iittle^advanlage which the _Englilh and 
French free-booters had made bv their laft exped^ 
tionsupon the continent, had infenfibly 
tohave recourfe to their ufuai pyratical «P Unions 
upon the fea. Both were employed m attacking 
the fhips they'metwith; '"hen ^ P^t^ular ttam 

of circumftanfces again ^ ‘ 

courfe, which every thing had rendered them dif 

*'‘Artw 'interprinrigmenhad fitted oui-in.(6$7. 

In the oorts'of Ftancl. and under the fanft.on of 
iiemS,' feven ftupa of the hue,, and a ^pro- 
portionate number of 'p 'conveyed 

commanded by Commodore Pointis, conve^ea 
troo^ for landing , -and deft, nation vvas agamft 

Cartharrena, one of the r.cheft and bed fortified 
towns Sf the New Wotld. It '’‘P'^^Vrea 
this expedition would be attended w ih great 
difficulties, but It was hoped that '''=X 
' be fuimounted,' if the Buccaneers would anift 
m it, which they did engage to do. from uio 

tives of complaifancc to 'Dut^fle, S . 

St. Domingo, who andidefervcd to be* 

'^ThSc men, whofe boldnefs could not be re- 

^ 4i,€6fil iss- 

Liz 


fiandards 
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COO Kftindirds upon die willi They earned the other 
, ^ intrepidity The tovvn*Iiir- 

^’"'^'^rcndcred, and it’s fubmiflion was owcii to the 
Buccaneers <. 

All kinds of enormities fucccedcd this c%enr 
The general, who was an unjiift’, covetous, and 
cruel man, broke every article of tlu capitulation 
Although the apprehenfions oftan army, that, was 
colleitmg in the inland country, had made him 
confent that the inhabirants fliould keep half of 
their moveable cfledts, yet every thing as given 
up to the moft horrible plunder The officers 
were ihe firll thieves , and it was not till they 
had gorged thcmillvcs vvitli the fpoils, tliat the 
foldiers were fuffered to nnfack the lioufvs ' As 
for the Buccaneers, dtcy were kept m employ- 
ment out of the town, while ih? treafiirc wa$ 

feized I } 

Eointis pretended dm the {pods did not ex- 
ceed feven or eight millions ot livru* Du- 
cafTc valued them at 30,000,000 +, and others 
at 40,000,000 jr The Buccaneers, according to 
agreement, were to receive one quarter of the 
whole, whatever it might They were how- 
ever given to undetftand, that their profit would 
only amount to 40 000 crowns J) > 

Thl fliips Ind fet fail when the propofal was 
made to thele intrepid men, who had decided the 
viClory Exafperaied m this treatment, which 
fo evidently afleiled their nghts, and diftppoinied 
their erpedlatio IS, they refblved irnmediately to 
board the vcQcl x:a}lca ihe Scepte/ , whereiPoinits 
himfelf was,«,and which, at that ume, was loo 
far difiant from the reft of the fhips, to expe^ 
to be alliftcd by them Tins infamous com* 

'i'rrom i<j 6e« Ijj 4d to jjj j,jl fs gj 
f 1 aio cool T » CCS CC 61 los +d 

II 5000 
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msndcr was 'upon the point of being maffacred.B t^O K 
nthen one of the mal-contents cned out ; Bretbrc>i,^_^ 

-ah Jbmldv;! attack ivfl'ra/cal? ffclatbcarmdajf 

mtha-r that hlms! to m. Be bub Ujt car Jbart 
at Carlbarmii; avJtLtre -ae m«fl go to mover u. 

This promfal was 'received with genera! applaufe. 
A'fatave ioy at once fncceeded that gi^my me- 
■ bnehoi? which -had feized them, and wiihbut 
furibcr deliberation 'all their ftiips failed towards 


thccitjv 

As loon as they had entered the city witliout 
meeting wilh any refiftance, -the Buccaneers fhnt 
up al\'the men in the great chuteh, and fpoke to 
them in the following words : 

“ We are not ignorant that yon coniider us 
•• as men void of faith, and of all '"S'™; 

“ infernal beings rather than men. The abhor- 

“ renceyonhaveofus, hath been man, Medley 
the oppiobnotis terms with which you afTef! to 

“ defenbe ust and your mi(!tufl of us, by your 
“ reftifing to treat with us of jour oapiiiilatiom 
“ i-ou fclais here armed, and capable oi avenging 
niirKUe*! Thc palencft xifible upon jour 

“ countenances P'u'"'y 

“ mod fevere treatment-, and jour confcicnce 
“ tells veil, no doubt, that j'ou deferve it. & 
*' at length undeceived, and ackiiow lcdgc,_ in 
“ this inftance, that the injutioiis appellations 
•> with wliidi you ftigmatireus are not to be 
“ applied to us but to the inramoiis general on- 
“ dcr tthofe command v'c Jaicly roiight. The 
« traitor to uhom xvc hive oprnedthe oatesor the 
- ■> city, which lie would never have enrered wii - 
“ out our alunance, hath feized upon ihe fpoils 
, •• neouired at our hazard, and by our courage , 

■ “ and bv ihb aa of mjuftive hath compellcd us 

•> ,o retiirn lojou. Oar moderaiion mud juf- 

..'.rr^outfineerV Jyi 
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B Q Q rpediately, upon your delivering 5,000,000 of 

^ “ hvres* into our hands, ^.Thisv's the whole of 

our claim ^ and we pledge our honour to you, 
** tliar we will inilantly retreat. But if you re* 
“ fufe us Ib moderate, a contribution, look at our 
“ fabres: we fwear by tbenvihi^t we will fpare 
“ no perfon ; and when the misfortunes which 
‘f threaten you (hall come upon - yhui and upon 
“ your wives and children, accufe none but yoifr* 
** Iclves and the worthlels Pointis, .whom you arc 
“ at jiberiy'iio lo^d with ^l! kjnds'of exccra- 
“ tions.” 1 ' ' . 

After this difcouric, a facred orator mounted 
the pulpit," and. made ufe of the influence that his 
pharailer, lus authority, jind liis eloquence gave 
him, tQpcrfuade his'bearers to yield up, without 
referve, allitlie gold,' lilvcr, and jewels they had. 
The coUeftion; made^'oftcr the rfermon not ‘fur- 
nilhing the fum reqyirei the city was ordered to 
be plundered.' From-the houfes they proceeded 
«to pillage the churdics, and even the tombs, but 
v?iih no great Tupcef^^'and the ioftiuments of tor- 
ture were at length produced. f. *'f 
• Tvro of, the citizens of the greateft_dinin£liun 
were fcizcd, and after them two more, older 
to endeavour to extort from them, where the 
public money, as wc]l as that of individuals, was 
concealed. They all lanfw'ercd fcpar^rely,-vvith 
fo much candour, as well ns firmnefe, that they 
were ignorant of it, that avarice itfeif was dif- 
armed. Some mufleets were,' however, fired ofl^ 
to induce a belief that,thefc unforiiinaie men had - 
been (hot. Every one apprehended the' fame 
fate-; and that very evening, one. million^ of 
hvres t was ‘brought in to the tree-booters The 
following days produced «al(b fomething ‘more. 
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toerpairing, St length, tandd any thing to tvhatBOOi 
they had already they fet'.fajl. ' Unfor- X. 

uinately they* fell m vfrith* a fiiet of Dutch and'-"^^ 
£ngi>fii Ihips, both ihofe nations being'ilien in 
alliance with Spain,’ and fcvctal of their fmall 
veflcls were eiiher'takeh dr funk, the reft cfcaped 
to Sr. Domingo. ‘ ' 

■ Such Vvas thelaft memorable cl’ent in the hif- 
toty of the free-boocefs. * ' 

The (epiration of the Engiifii and Frencb, 

^hen tlie war, on account of the^. Prince of 
Ordnge, divided the two nations : the fuCccfsful 
means they both made life of .> to ‘promote the 
cultivation of land in their colonies, byiheafljft- 
ance oF thefe enterprifing men, the prudence that 
t'asfliewn, in fixing {fwmoftdiftingtiifhed among 
thefn, and tntrufiin'g them with civil ah'd military 
employments-: the' protcdlion they were under a 
neceiTity of iifFording fucceflively to the Spanilh 
fctilcmcnls, which, ttll then, had been d general 
objed of plunder: all thefe circumflanceS, and 
'’sfious others, befide the impofljbihty there \ias_ 
of fupplying the place of fo many extraordinary' 
men, who were* continually dropping offi con- 
curred to put an end to the mofi frngular fociety 
that had ever cxified. Wiihout any tegular fyftem, 
wiihooi laws, without any degree of fubordination, 
and even without any fixed revenue, they became 
the afiomfhment of the age in .which they lived, 

, as they will alfo be of ipoftenty They would 
have Uibducd all America, had they been ani- 
mated with’the fpirit of'conquefi, as they were 
with that of rapine. -- 

EscJLrtKD, France, and Holland, i had fenr, at 
diflerent times, confidernble fleets mto ilie New 
\VcrJd. -The mtempciance of the climate, the 
want of fiibfilltnce, the dcjeflion of the irofjps, 
rcnd.icd the beft ccnccxicd fehemes onfucccfshil, 

Ncnkcr 
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BOOKNeuber of‘-thcfe nations acquired any xnational 
' ^ 1^0^ made any confideraWe progrefs by 

^Upon tbc^vcry kene of tbeir difgrace, 
and on’tlie very Ipot wjjcre they were fo fliameful- 
1) repuTfcd, a fmall number of adventurers, who 
bad no other re/bureps^to enabje them to carry on 
a'w*ar^,but‘’what tliifiwar itfelf afforded them, 
^fucceeded in enterpnfes They 

fuppheef the want bf numbers and of power, by 
^tJklr activity, tlieirjVigilance^ aqd bravery An 
unbounded pafTion for liberty nnd independence, 
excised and Icept up^in t/ieip that energy j of foul 
that enables us undertake and jcxecuteycvery 
thing, it produced^ that ugour, tint Aipcnonty m 
adion, uliicli the mort: approved military difciphne, 
the mod pouerful combinations of Arcngth, the 
btft regulated governments, the tnofl honounbte 
end moil flrikjng rewards and marks of diflindtipn, 
never be able to exate " r 

The principle winch aiftuatcd thefc e;:traordi- 
nary Vnd ronvjntic, men, is not cafily dilcovtred 
It Cannot be^alcribfd lo want tlic cariii ilicy 
Vod upon, ^offered jtl cm immcnfc treafures, col- 
3e£led ready to then" hand by men of infenor 
capacitie«i Can u uien be imputed to avarice? 
Eii( ^ovild ihcy then have fquandered away in ^ 
the fpoils acquired m a whole campaign ^ 
As’they properly belonged lo no couptry, they 
did not therefore ficrifitx. tlicmrcJvcs for it’s de- 
fence, for the aggrnmjizing of its tcrnionc% of 
for the avenging of it’s quarreb "^The love 
glory, Mud they knouirit, \ ould I ivc prevented 
tl cm n'otn commuting fuch numbcrlcfs cnormi- 
'Tid crimes, \^) n,li call n fliadc on all tiicir 
bnghteft aflions^ IsViiiicr could a ffirit of indo- 
lence ind cafe cvcr.niakc men eswlc thcmfelvcs 

.. . . r. . . r .. , , . grcatcfl 
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What then were ilie monl ciufcs tint ga^cB 
rife to fo fingohr n focieiy ns lint of the Iree- 
booter«? ^ That country, ^vh^‘^e intiirc /cems to 
hive obtained n perpeibal nnd ^folmc j-ioucr 
oitfr the mod {ttrbulenr pd/Rons, where (he in- 
temnente not ind !riroxmtio(f'’occirioned l>y 
public fcftitals, was ncccffir) to roiife men from 
art Inhitml Ajife of lethargy, where the) lued 
latisfitd uiih ilieir (cdioos ind riidolent couricof 
life thittoiiniry brearoe at once inlnbitcd by 
an ardent and impetuous people, who, from the 
fcorchmg heat of their armotphere, feemed to 
in\e earned their fcnitments lo the “gf ate A ex- 
cels, attd'^lhcir paflions to a degree of phrenzy 
While the heats of rt burning climate cntrxntcd 
•the old conquerorfi of the NeV World , whi^le the 
Sp'thifird'', who were lb rcAitid and lurbiileni m 
their own cohntry, enioycd with the conquered 
Americans a lifehabmntedib calc and dcjed>ion, 
a fer of men, who hid come out of the mod tem- 
perate climates in Europe, went Under the equator 
to ncquiVe powers unknown before 
Ip we fliould be''dcfirooSof tracing the origin of 
this re\olution, we (hiU perceive tliat it arifcs 
from the freebooters Iwmg lived im<Jcr rhe 
n^acklc of Europcsn governments The fpint 
of liberty being feprefled for Ib man) iges, ex- 
erted ns power to n degree aJnioA incmccnab'-, 
and occafioned the moA terrible cffedls tint were 
ever exhibited m tlie moral world Redlefs and 
enUniriaAic men of every niti n j nned them- *- 
ftlvcs to thefe adventurers, rs Ibcin as the) heard 
of the fuccels they hnd met wuh 1 he chaj'ms 
ofmoveh), the idea of nTid deftre erxen d by dif 
tantolycil** the wan: of i change in fctiation, 
the lopes of b“ttcr fortune, the impulfe which 
CNcites the imapin tmn to the undwrtal mg of 
great idliOns, atlnnratipn, which eafily nduces 
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BOO&mcn to the neceflsty^ of getuftg the 

^ better of thofe impedtixients that are the corlfc-^ 
'“"''"^quences of imprudence, the force of example, and 
the being cqudly partakes^ of the fame good and 
bad foctane among iliofe u/ho have frequently 
alTbciated together , m a word, the temporary fer- 
ment which ^11 the elements together, with (everal 
accidental circumftanccs, had raifcd in the minds 
of men, alternately elevated to the greateft pro- 
fpenty, or funkin thcdcepeftdiftrefs, at one time 
flamed with blood, at another revelling m toinp" 
tuoufnefs, rendered the free hooters a people wliolly 
diftmft mhiftory, but a people whofe duratidn 
was fo tranfienr, that it*s glory lafled, as it were, 
but a moment » ^ 

Wpare, however, accuftomed to confider thefe 
ruffians with a kind of abhorrence 'Tins they 
deferve, as the mflances of fidelity, integrity, 
difintereffcdncfs and generollty, they /hewed to 
one another, did not prevent the outrages they 
perp-tually commuted againft mankind But 
amidft fuch enormities, u is impo/fible not to be 
furprifed at a variety of brave and noble aflions, 
that would have reflcdled honour on the mod vir- 
tuous people 

Some free hooters had agreed, for a certain 
fum, to cfcoft a Spani/h /h p, very nchly laden 
One of them ventured to propofl to his compa 
nions to enneb themfclves at once, by nnkmg 
themfelves mafters of the fhip Monrauban, 
who was ilie commander of the troop, had no 
fooner heard the propofil, than he defired to 
refign ihe command, and to be fet on /hdre 
"Wlnt’ replied thefe brave men, would youthen 
leave us Is there any one among us who ap 
proves of the treachery that you abhor’ A coun- 
cil was immediately called , and it was dcicr- 
nuned thai ibe guilty perfon Ihould be thrown 
I upon 
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vpon thefirft'coafl; they came Xo.-\ They took snU 
oath, that foid»(honeft a man fiiouldj nevet be 
admitted in any expedition, in \^hich any,.of the 
brave mertf prefent. ihotild be concerned, as 
they would think tliemfelves diDionoured by 
fuel) a connection. «lf this be not confidcred as 
an mftance of heroifm,imuft we thenexpeft to 
meetwnh heroes in an oge, tn which every tiling 
great is turned into ridicwle,.imdcrfthejidea of en- 
thufiarm? ^ ,s .* - 

AccoaoiNGLY, the hiftoryof paft. times doth 
not offer, nor will that of 'future , times ever pro- 
duce, an example of fuch lan aflbciaiion ; which 
is almoft asSmarvellous as thc’difcovcry of the 
New World. Nothing hut this event could have 
B\>en nTe to it, by coHeCting together, in-thofe 
diftant regions, all the men of the higheft impe- 
tuofiry and energy of foul that had cAcr appeared 
in our ftates. , i . t ^ 

• Their, fvsord, and their daring fpitit, uhich 
tliey exerciCcd v\itKrucli terrible, effeft in Ame- 
rica, was the only-foriuae whidi ihefe men of 
fa uncommon a tiamp pdflellcd in Europe. In 
America, being enemies to all •'mankind, and 
dreaded by allj pcrpciually expofed lo the moff 
extreme dangers, tjiey mud neccflanly lia^econ- 
fidered every day as if ihc laft of ihcir life, and 
■ they would, confequemly, -diflipaie their wealth 
in the fame manner as they had acquired it. 
They would givc-ihemfeKca up to all the ex- 
ceffes of debauchery and profufion, and on their 
return fromsthc fightjUbo intoxication of- their 
MClory would accompany them m their fcafts; 
they would embrace their miftre/Tes m tlicir 
Noody arms , they would fall aQcep, for n while, 
lulled b) voluptuous, plcpfurcs, from which they 
would be roiUed only to proceed to new maf- 
tacrcs. V As it was a maiteclof indifference to 
^ them, 
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EOOKtlistn, vvhuhcr the} fnould leave ihcir bridics 
X upon tlie furface of the earth, or underneath tile 
u-aicrs, they nnifl: ncccfltniy look upon life, or 
death, with the lame cojlnt-fs. Wtih a ferocious 
turn of mind, and a inilgindcd conlcience, deftt* 
tute of connections, of relations, of fnends, of 
fellow citizens, of a country, and of -an a/) him, 
end ttithout liaving any bf tbofc motives which 
moderate the ardour of braver}, by the value 
which they attach to cxiflence, they muft nccef- 
fitily have ruHied, hkc men deprived of fighr, 
upon tlie mod deipcrate attempts. Kqinlly m* 
capable of fubmiuing to indigence, on to quiet; 
too prpud to employ themfelves m common labour, 
they would have been the fcourge oF tlie Old, had 
they not been that of the New World. Had rhey 
not gone to ravage tliofe didani countries, they 
would have ranfacked our provinces, and would 
have left behind tliem a name famous in the cata- 
logue of our greawft villams. i v 

Otifei Amcrica hadtfenree recovered O-om the ra- 
^n'tedVhe'^S*^® foftained, fhc had fcarce begun to 

Enghih befenfibleof the advantages (be derived from the 
induRr} of the i free booters, who were now be- 
ing"any ccimc Citizens nrid (uilbindmen , vvhen ihe Old 
contiueftinAVorld txliibited die fccue of fiicli a revolution, 
alarmcd and terrified the New Charles the 
wVrfjrthcSvCond, king of Spiin,j Jnd jufi, ended a life of 
Spai>ft trouble aid anxiety. His fubjefTs, perfuaded 
tlrat a defeendent of diehoufc'of Bourbon alone 
vvas able to preferve the monarchy entire, had 
airged him, lowardsfhe clnfe of his life, to ajv 
ponvt the dukcot Anjou lusluccefior The idea 
vf iiavmg ihe govcinmenr of two and twenty 
kingdoms devtifve to a family that was not only 
his nv i!, blit hiseiemy, had filled him with the 
rnoft gloomy japprebenfions. Bwt nfier feveral 
imernal firugglcs, and nuinberlcfs marKs of irre- 
<. foluiion, 
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foliuio’i, he nt length prev 'tiled upon hmlcir ton 
ilieir an cvample of jtifticc, nnd grenrndsof foul, 
t'bich ihe natural v\eil ntfe of Ins diarac^er gave 
Ititle rcafon to exped from him 
Europe, tired out, forhalf acen'iir>, with the 
Inughuncfs, 'imbition, and tyranny of Lewis XiV, 
exerted u’s combined forces to prevent llic tn- 
crcifc of a power already become too formidable 
The fatal effefts of a bad edminidnuTon had en- 
tirely enervated the Spaniards, the fpirit of Iti- 
perlluion, and confcquently of vtcahnefs, that 
prevailed then m France, had procured Inch ad- 
vantages to the league, as ore liirdly to be pa- 
ralleled, in the inftance of the Union of Icvcral 
poMcfsagaitift a fingleone This leigue gained 
an influence, tliai was^ increafed by the victonc*, 
equally glorious and bcntficial, it obmrted every 
fcampaign Both kingdoms were foon left with- 
out hrength or fame To add to their misfor- 
tunes, their calamities vverengenera! object ofjoy, 
and none were touched with a lenfe of companion 
at the miferies they experienced 

England and Holland, after having profufely 
lav iflted their blood and ireafurcs in defci ce of the 
Emperor, thought it neceflaiy to attend to their 
o vn mterclls in America This country itivitcfl 
them 10 nch as well ascaly conqueft*' Spain, fincc 
the dellruAion of uV gaMcons" ai Vigu, had no 
Blips, and France, aficr having exp n need tint 
fatal reverft of foriune that bad reduced h r to he 
low eft ebb, had ijeglcdled her navy This mat 
Untion was owen to a diftant caufe 

Ltwis XIV who, mills earlier age, was am 
bttiuus of every thing that might add to bis 
glory, thooghr that fometbing wouW be wantiHg 
to the Jplcndour of his reign if he did not 
ertabbfli a confidenblc naval force His numc 
rotis fleets were foon m a condition to bahnee 

the 
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B o 6 K the combined fdrees of Englanii'^and Holland^ 
X and conveyed the terroV of hish^meto th^ 
'“''"■'''‘^trerfiitics of the globe ‘ But he loon Mfi: {Iii^ne\r 
rpecies of grandeur In proportion as Ins inbrdi- 
naie ambition dreiV upon him frefh enemies, as he 
found himfelf obliged to maintain a gi’eafer num- 
ber of troops tn conftant pay , as the frontiers of 
the kingdom were c'ttcnded, and as his forts 
became more numerous, the nun^ber of his /hips 
decTcafed He made ’ufe of part of the funds 
that \Vcn: deftined to fupport his maritime p6wer, 
even before his necc/fittes obliged him fo U Tfiti 
frcqbent removals of the court, public buildings, 
that were cither ulelcfs or too magnificent, ob- 
jedls of oftentation, or of mere pleafure, and 
^•anous Ollier cau(W, equally infling, flbforbed 
that pan of the public revenue, t^hich -ought to 
hare been employed in bis marilime arms-' 
meats > Frqm that time, lluS ' part of the povVif 
of France began togrow weak* n^mfcnfibly de- 
clined, and was entirely loft m th? misfortunes 
ofJthe war that was raiftd for the Spanlfij fuccef- 
fion ^ ^ 

At this period, the ocqmfitions the Spamfh 
and Frcncli hid made m the \'Vcft' Indie®^, were 
not put m a ftaicof defence They were, there-- 
fore, the Tnore likely foon to btcoine the pro^ 
pertyof Great Britain and the United provinces ^ 
the only modern nations who had cftabli/hed 
their pohneal influence upoh the principles of 
commerce The vaft dil^Vcnes of the Spa- 
Tuirds and PortugUcle, had given them, in- 
deed, an exeJufive poircflion of thofe trcafurcs 
and produiftions that feemtd to promifc them 
the empire of the world, if nches could obtain 
It- bm thefe nations, intoxicated ns they were 
v/ith the love of gold and the idea of conqueft, 
had never in ibeleaft {ufpcfl^ that their paflcf 
v" fleas 
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lions in the New World could fupport their powers o o K 
in the Old. The EngliHi and Dutch went into ^ ,^ : 
the contrary extreme j building their opinions 
upon the lyllein of the inBuence they fuppofed 
America muft ncccfiarily give to Europe. A 
^ftem which they not only mifapplied, but carri- 
w to excefs, . ~ ^ 

These two nations, 'one of which had no na- 
tural ad\antages, and the other very inconfidcr- 
able ones, had, from the earliell period, difeo- 
vered the true principles of commerce, and pur- 
fued them with greater perfeverance than might 
have been expedted from the diBcrent fitualions 
they had been engaged in. Accidental circum- 
ftanccs having at firlt animated the induftryof 
the pooreft of thefe nations, (he found heifelf 
very quickly equalled by her rival power, wliole 
genius was more lively, and whofe refources were 
much greater. The war, occafioncd by a fpiric 
of induftry, and «tcitcd‘by jealou^', fooa dege- 
nerated into fierce,, obfiinaie, and bloody en- 
gagements. Thefe were not merely fuch hoftl- 
litics as are carried on between two dificrent 
people i they refcrabled rather the liatrcd and 
revenge of one private man ag.'KnIl another. The 
ncccflity they were under of uniting, in order to 
check and refirain the power of France, fufpended 
thefe hofiilities. The fuccels they met with, 
which was, perhaps, too rapid and decifivc, 
revived their former animofity. From the ap- 

f irehenfion they were under, that cad) (late was 
abouring for the aggrandizement of the other, 
they,, entirely ncgledted theinvafion of America. 

V. UojyJx, bft.'-.CtLC •if. w 

favourable oppcmmtty for concluding a feparate 
peace, procured fuch advantageous terms, as 
gave the EngVilh a great fupenority over their 
nvslsihc Datch. -From that rime, England be- 
came 
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the grealeft importance in the political 
Europe, and Holland was totally difrc- 

garded. 

years fuccecdtng the peace of Utrecht 
*ity that' ideas of the golden age to the world, 

prevailed '^h'ch would be always in a fufficient (late of tran- 
l^'(L of the Europeans did not diflurb it’s 

America by carrying their arms and their diflen- 

afterthe uons into every quarter of the globe. ‘The fields 
ttecht! f covered with dead btxiics. • Tlie 
harvcft of the hnfbandman was not laid wafie. 
The failor ventured to fail in every fea wiihoiic 
dread of pirates Mothers no more faw their 
children forced from them, to lavifh their blood 
at the caprice of a weak monarch, or an ambitious 
miniller. Nations did no longer unite to gratify 
the puilions of their fovereigns. For feme time, 
men lived together as brethren, as much, at lead, 
as the pride of princes, and the avidity of the peo- 
ple would allow. 

Although this general happinefs was to be 
attfibufcd to ihofe who held the reins of govern- 
menc, yet the improvement of reafbti contribut- 
ed, in fume degree, to produce it, Philofophy 
then began to lay open and recommend the len- 
timents of bcncvoltntc. The writings of fume 
philofophcrs h.»d beciJ made public, or difperfcd 
, among the people, and amtributed id polilh and 
refine their manners. The fpirit of moderation 
had infpired men with the love of the more nreful 
a. d pleafmg arts of life, and abated, at lead, 
the defire they till then hid of dcdroytng one 
another. The third of blood Icemed to be 
afiliagcd, and all nations, with the afllrtaDCC of 
the QUeov cries they bid made, ardently dt about 
the improvement of their populatiun, agriculture, 
isid manufaolurcs. > 


Tilts 
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J This fpific of a£):ivity'cx’erted irfelf principally E O O K 
in the Caribbee Iflands. iTUaftartcs upon the con- . ^ 

tinent can rubfift, and even flourifli, when ihe'rage 
of uar is kindled in their neighbourhood and 
on their frontiers, ‘becaufe the principal object of 
thei^ attention 'is the culture of their lands, their 
manufaflures, their fubfiftcnce and internal con- 
furhpiiotis. ' This is not the cafe with regard to 
ihofe 'fctrlements^ which difFcrcnr ‘nations have 
formed in the Great Archipelago of America.* In 
thefe^ life and "property* are_ equally 'precarious. 

Mone of ‘the neceflaries of Irfe are the natural pro- 
duce of the climate. Wearing apparel, and the 
inftrurnents oThufbandry, arc not even made in the 
country: AI! their commodities are intended for 
exportation. ‘ Notliing bur -an eafy and fafe cdifj- 
jnunication*‘UUh Africa, with theriorihefn coafis 
of the New World, but principally with Europe, 
can procure to chefe ifiands that free circulation of 
the ncceiTaries of life they receive, and of thofs 
fuperflutties th*ey give in exchange. nThc’ more 
the colomfts had fuffered from the effedts of 'tliac 
long and dreadful commotion 'that, had thrown 
every thing into Confufioti, the^greater was their 
vigilance m endeavouring 'to-* repair '‘the lofles 
their fortunes 'had fullained. ‘■'The very" hopes 
entertained that the 'gcncrabwe’aknefs 'NVDuldfrn- 
furc a lafting tranquillity,' encouraged i the ' moft 
cautious mcrchantivtoHrupply the 'Colonifts 'ttith 
'goods in advance a circumftanccllut contribut- 
ed greatly to' quicken tlrc pregrefs -they *madc, 
whiclj, notwjrhnnndingaJl iheircare and attention, 
otiicnr’ifc bare hewj Hie/)' /Jow*, Xltcfe si" 
fiftanccs infured as well as incteafed the profperrty 
of the iflands, ‘td! a Aorm, that had been a htg 
time gathering, broke out in the year 17^5, and 
dillurbcd the peace of the world. • • i ..'^v 

», VoL. HI. M m The 
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BOOH 'The Engtifii colonics, b\it chiefly Jamaica, had 
carried on 0 contraband trade with theSpanifh fet* 
'I he if- ilements" in the New World, which cullom had 
laiuisof long made them confider asdawful. The coiirt 
are'th?* of Madrid, becoming better acquainted with it’s 
caufeof interefls, concerted meafures to put a flop to, or 
the war check, this mtcrcourfe. The plan 

Evem^in might poflibly bc prudent; but it was nccefTary 
that war, jt ftould bs Carried into execution with equity, 
termuia. "'OfO intended to prevent this 

tionofit. fraudulent trade had only feized upon thofe vef- 
felsthat were concerned m it, this meafurc would 
have deferved commendation. But the abtifes 
infeparable from violent meafures, the eagerifefs 
of gain, and perliaps too, a fpint of revenge, in- 
cited tlieni to flop, under the pretence of their 
carrying oQ a contraband trade, many fbtps wliich 
in reality had a legal deftination. ' 

EttGLAUD, whofc fecutity, power audglotyis 
founded upon commerce, could not very patiently 
fiiffer even her ufurpacions to be retrained ; but 
was highly Incenfed when Ibe found that thefe 
liofltlities were carried to an excefs inconfiflent 
with the law of nauons. In London, and in the 
houfe of parliament, general comphmts were 
madeagainfl the authors of them, and inveftives 
againfl the ramiftcr who fufFcrcd them. Walpole, 
who had long ruled Great Britain, and wliofe cha- 
railcr and abilities were better adapted to peace 
<han war, and the Spanifh couDcil winch fhewed 
lefs fpint as the flormrincreafed, concerted toge- 
ther terms of rccooahation. Thofe fixed upon, 
and figned at Pardo, were not approved by a peo- 
ple equally indamed by it’s interefls, it’s refenC- 
jnents, and by party fpint, and efpecially by the 
•uurnber of pohtical writings that were conflantly 
pubhmed on the fulyeCl, . ’ 
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, .The fovereign of any wuntry, who forbicJs thcB OOK 
liberty of dircuffing • publicly matters of 
niftration^ ahd politics, gives an authentic atteila- 
tion of his propenfity to tyranny, and of the im- 
propriety of his iTseafures. It is juib as if he were 
to fay to the people : I know full as well as you 
“ do, that what 1 have determined upon is con- 
trary to your liberty, yoar prerogatives, -yonr 
intereft, your rranquiDity, and your happinels; 

“ but I do not chufe that you fhould murmur ac 
“ it. I will never fuffer you to be enlightened, 
becaufc it is convenient .to me that you fhould 
“ remain in that ftate of (lupidlty, which will 
prevent you from dticerning my caprices, my 
** vanity, my extravagant dimpaiions, my often* 
i‘ tatidn, the depredations of my courtiers and 
of my favourites, my ruinous amufements, 

“ and my iVill more ruinous paffions,’ from the 
“ public good, which never was, is not, nor ever 
“ will be, as far as depends upon me and my fuc* 

** ceffbrs, every thing -more than a decent, pre* 

“ tencc. Every thing I do ; is well done, you 
may cithcrbclicve or nor, as you choofe, but 
“ you muft be filenc. I will prove to you, by 
“ all the molt extravagant and atrocious mea* 

** fores, that I reign for myfclf alone, and neither 
‘i by you, ‘nor for you. Ard if any one of you 
“ fhould be rafti enough to co.ntradidt me,- let 
“ him peiifh in the obfcuriiy of 'a dungeon, or 
“ let him be ftranglcd, that he may for .ever be 
“ 'deprived of the powers of committing'a .fimi- 
“ lar aft of indifcrciion j for fuch is my will ard 
“ plcafure.” In confequcncc of fuch declarati- 
ons, a man of genius muft be cither filcnt or, be pot 
to death \ and a nation muft be kept in a ftate of 
barbarifm, w ith refpeft to their rcirgion, thtjr laws, 
rheir.^mor3l?, and their governmenr, and in the ig- 
norance of the moft imporunt things relative to 
Tvl m 2 ' ' their 



5j* HISTORY OP strrrminKTS and trade 

B op K their rcM intrrcfl;s» to their power, to their trade, 

, to their fplendour, nnd to their felicity ; while all 

the nations around arc improving themfdves by the 
daring effott^ and the concurrence of numbers bf 
enlightened tnen, whofe views nre dlredlcd to 
thole objci\s alone that arc really worthy of their 
attention. The rcatantng'of an adminiftration, 
winch pTohihus information, ‘ is dcfe^livc in every 
particular} the progrefs of Improvement is not to 
be ftopt, nor even to be checked, without manifeft 
difidvaiuage. Prohibition hath no otlier effedt 
than to irritate inen, and to infpirc them with an 
idea of rebellion, and to give to all their writings 
n libellous tendency. It is doing too much ho- 
nour to innocent fubjcdls, to be alarmed at a 
few pages of writing, when two hundred ihoufand 
aflaflins are ready to execute the orders of go- 
vernment. ' ' ‘ ‘ 

' Emolakd teems daily with numberlefs produc- 
tions of the prefs,' in which all the concerns of the 
nation arc treated with freedom. Among ihefe 
^vriiings fome are judicious, written by men of 
undcrflandtng, of citizens well informed and zea- 
lous for the public good. Their advice contri- 
bulcsto difcovcr lo the public their true intcrefl% 
and to afTjft the operations of government. Few 
tifeful regulations of internal ceconomy are adopt- 
ed in the (late, that have not firft been pointed 
out, modelled, or improved in fome of thele writ- 
ings. ' Unhappy are the people who are deprived 
of fuch an advantage. 

* But It may be laid, ^that among the few’ 

* fenfible men who ferv'e to enlighten their coun- 
‘ try, numbers arc lo be met with, who either from 
‘ a difguft to thofe in power, or from* a defire of 

' * falling in vfitb the tafte of the people, or from 

* fome pertbnal motives, delight m fomenting ^ 

* fpirit of dificnfion hnd difcontent. The means 

‘ gene- 
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generally made ufeof for this piirpofe, arc toB o O K 
heighten the pretenfions of their country beyond . 
tlieif juft and legal bounds, and ’to make the peo- 
ple conftder the fmalleft precautions taken by • 
other powers for the prefervation of their pof- 
felhons, as vifible incroachmcnts. Tliefe exag- 
gerations, equally partial^ and falfe, eftabhlh 
prejudices, the cffeils of which occafion the na- 
tion to be conftan'dy at war with it’s neighbours. 

If government, from a defire of preferving the 
balance of juftice between itfelF and other 
powers, 'fhould refufe to yield to popular pre- 
judices, it finds itfelf, at -length, compelled to 

K.’ < . ^ , 

The liberty of the preft is undoubrcdly attend- 
ed with ihcfe inconveniences; but they are To 
trifling, and fo tranficnt, when^ compared with 
the advantages refvtUing from it, that they do 
not deferve our notice. The queftton is reduced 
to this ! Is u letter that a people Jbould be vi a pei pe^ 
tunl Jlate of (lupidst^y than that they pmld he fome^ 
times turhuleni ? Sovereigns, if ye mean^ to be 
wicked, fuflfer.your people to write ; you will find 
men corrupt enough to ferve you according to 
your evil defircs; and who will improve jou in 
the art of a Tiberius. If ye mean to be good, 
permit them allb to write ; you will find Ibme ho- 
neft. men who will improve you in the art of a 
Trajan. How many things are yc ftiU igno- 
rant of, before yc can become grear, cither in good 
or in eril. 

The mob of t.ondon, the moft contemptible 
of any in \\ie univerfe, as the people of England 
confidered in a political view, arc the firft people 
in llie world-, abetted by twenty thoiifand young 
men, the fons of difiingirtfhcd merchants, befet 
the parliament houfe with clamours and ihrcatF,- 
and influence it’s deliberations. Such tumultscrC’ 
frequently 
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BOO Kfrequenily extited by a pirty in the parliament 

^ ^ Thefe defpicable men, onceroufed, rcvilq 

the moft refpedtdblc ctuzen, who haih incurred 
their difpleafure, and been rendered furpicious to 
them they fet fire to his houfe, and fcandaloufly 
lufuH the mo(h facred charaeVers The tumult can 
fever be appeafed, unlels they force theminillry 
to yield to their fury Tins mdircfV, thougli con- 
tinual influence of commerce upon the public 
meafures, was, perhaps, ^never fo fenfibly felt as 
dt the period we are fpeahing of 

E IGLAND began the war with much fupenor 
idvantages She had a great number of failors 
on foot Her magazines were filled with warlike 
flore'*, and her dock yards were in the moft flou- 
Tiflung condition Her fleets were nil manned 
and ready for fervice, and commanded by experi- 
enced omcers, who waned only for orders to fet 
fail, and tofpread the terror and glory of her flag 
to the extremities of the world Walpole, byne- 
glcfting fiich great advantages, roufl not be cen- 
lurcd as having betrayed ms country In this 
patticular he is above fufpicion, fince he was ne- 
ver cvenaccufed of corruption, in s couniiy where 
fuch clntges have been often made without being 
believed His conduit, however, was not entirely 
irreproachable. The apprehenfion he was under 
of involving hirafclf m difficuhies that might cn- 
dmger his adminiflration , the nccelTuy he found 
of applying thole trcafurcs in military operations 
that lie had amafled to bribe and fecure to Iiimfelf 
a party, joined to that of impofing new taxes, 
which miift ncceflanly raife to the highefl: degree 
the nverfion tbatbad been cntcrlained both for his 
perfon and principles - all ihcfe, and fbmc other 
cucumflaucc% occafioned no irrcfoUmou in his 
conduil that was attended wiih the mofl fatal 
co^rcqucnccs He loll tim*, which rs of the utmo/l 
1 impo* 
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importance in every expedition, but particularly B 
decifive in all naval operations. 

The fleet that Vernon commanded, after hav- 
ing deftroyed Porto-Bcllo, was unfuccefsful at 
Carthagcna, rather from the badnefs of the cli- 
mate, and the mifundcrftandiDg and inexperience 
of the officers, than from the valour of the gar- 
rifon. Anfon’s fleet was loft at the doubling of 
Cape Horn, which fome months iboncr mjghr 
have been performed wiibont danger. If we were 
.to judge of what he might have done with his 
whole tquadron, from what he a(flually performed 
with a finglc Ihip, it is not improbable bur that 
lie would at leaft havefbaken the empire of tlie 
Spaniards In the South Sea. A fettlement that 
tvas attempted in the ifland of Cuba was not 
prorperous. Thole who intended building a city 
there, all died. General Oglethorpe, after hav- 
•ing opened the trenches for thirty-eight days, was 
forced to raife the fiege of fort St. Auftin in Flo- 
rida, vigoroufly .defended' by Manuel Montiano, 
who had been allowed lime enough to prepare 
himfclf agaitift the attack. 

Though the firft cflbris of the Englilh againft 
Spaniih America were not fuccefsful, yet the 
alarm «os not appeafed. The navy, the cha- 
mftcr, and government of the Englifh, were three 
^cai refourccs they had ftill left, fufficienr to make 
the Spaniards tremble. In vain did France unite 
her naval powers, to a6k in conjuoftion with thofe 
of Spain. This confederaQt neither checked the 
intrepidity of the common enemy, nor animated 
the minds of fuch as were overwhelmed with fear. 
Fortunately for both nations, as well as for Ame- 
rica, the death of the emperor Charles the Vlth 
had kindled irt Europe an obftinatc war, in which 
the Bntifit troops were detained, to fuppori an in- 
icrcft that was extremely doubtful. The hoflilt- 
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BOO Ktjcs, commenced in diftant countiies with fuch 

. ^ great preparations, terminated at laft infenfibiy in 

a few piracies, that were committed on both fides. 
The moft remarkable events that happened at that 
time, was the taking of Cape-Ercton, which cx- 
pofed tlie fifhery, commerce, and colonics of 
France, to the grcatcll dangers. This valuable 
pofTcfRon was reftored to tl^e French at the peace i 
but the treaty that gave It up, was not Icfs the ob- 
jefl of cenfure. - 

Thk French ever influenced by a fpiritof chi- 
valry, that hath long been the dazzling folly of 
all Europe, imagine the facrifice of thcirlivcs fuf- 
ficicntly compenfaied, if it hath contributed to ex- 
tend the frontiers of their country ; that is to fay, 
when they have compelled their prince to tlie ne- 
ceflity of governing them with lefs attention and 
equity than he did before v but if their territory 
remains ihe fame as it was before the war, they 
then tlilnk their honour is loft. This rage for 
conqiieft, excufablc indeed in a barbarous age, 
but which more enlightened ones fliould never be 
reproached with, threw difgracc on the pence of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, which reftored to Auftria all the 
places that had been ial.cn from her. T'he na- 
tion, 100 trifling and capricious to nitcnd to po. 
litical difcuflions, could not be convinced, that by 
fo’tming any kind of cftablifiimcnt for the In- 
fant Don Philip, an alliance with Spain was cfTcc- 
tually fccuicd j that flic hcrfclf was thereby en- 
gigrd to adjuft, with the houfeoF Auflria, fome 
intcrcftsof the greateft importance i that by be- 
coming gnaranrecs to the king of Pruflia for Sde- 
fii, tv o rival powers would, in conrequence of fuch 
*n arra'gfrncnt, be formed in Gernuiiy ; to pro- 
duce wfnth happy eficift bad been the labour and 
cue of two centuries: that by rcftc fink I'ribnrg, 
and tl.oie town* in FUndeis that iud l>ecn «C*- 

ftio)cd, 
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ftro5’e<], they" would be cafily retaken, If warBOpK 
fhovild again be declared and carried on with vi- ^ , 
gour : bcfides, that the number of land forces 
might always be very eafilydimintfhcd of fifty- 
thoufand men, and the Caving which fuch a rc- 
dudlion would produce, might and ought to have 
been employed in incrcafing the navy, 

, If, therefore, the French nation had not even 
■been obliged to attend to the management* of it’s 
affairs at home, which were then in a very alarm- 
ing ftatc; if her credit and commerce had not 
been entirely ruined • if Come of lier moft confi- 
derable provinces had i>oi been in the greareft dil- 
trefs if fhe had not loff. the key of Canada ; if licr 
colonies had not been threatened with certain and 
Immediate invafion ; if her navy Jiad not been Co 
entirely deftrojed, as fcarccly to have a fhip left 
to fend into the New \Vorld ; and if Spain had not 
been upon the point of concluding a feparate trea- 
ty with England: independent of all thefe cir- 
cumffanccs, yet the peace, that was then made, 
would have deferved the approbation of the moft 
fcnfible and judicious men. 

cafe with winch MarlhalSaxe could pene- 
trate into the internal provinces of the Nether- 
lands, was an objefl that particnlirly attracted 
the French. It will readily be allowed, that no- 
thing feemed impoHible to the viftorious arms of 
Lewis XV._; bui> it may be thought paradoxical 
to affett, that the EngUrfi were cxuemcly dcfirous 
of feeing the Dutch fubdued, IF the republic, 
which could not polfibly feparatc uftlf from it’s 
allies, had been conquered, u's inhabitants, 
filled as they were with ancient as well as preCent 
pryudiccs ogainft the government, laws, -man- 
ners and religion of their conqueror, would hardly 
have fubnuncd to his d»mimo.n. Would they not 
certainly have conveyed Uicir people, their ftock, 

and 
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BOOicand their indiidry to Great Britain? And can 
^ there be the lead doubt whether fuch conilderable 
' 'advantages would not liavc been infinitely more 
valuable to the Englifb, than an alliance with 
the Dutch? 

To tins obfertation let us venture to add an 
other, which though not attended to before, wilf, 
perhaps, not feem led evident The court of 
Vienna hath been thought either \ery fortunate, 
or ver} Ikilful, in having been able, by the 
means of negociations, to ureft out of the hands 
’of the French thofe places which had been taken 
from tlicm during the war But would they not 
have been more fortunate, or more IkilfuI, had 
they fuffered their enemy to keep part of the con- 
quefts tiiey had obtained? The period js now 
pafied, when the lioufc of Auftna was equal, or 
perhaps fupenor m ftrcngtli to the houfe of 
Bourbon Polic), therefore, Ihould have en 
gaged her to intcrcft other powers in her fortune, 
even from the lofl« Ihe had fuftnincd This might 
have been cfTcftcd by denfiemg fomethmg, ap 
patently, at lead, to France Europe, alarmed 
at the increafing power of this monarchy, which 
IS naturally an objedV of hatred, envy and fear, 
would have renewed that fpirtt of ammofity that 
had been fwom againfl Lewis ^IV , and morfe 
formidable leagues would necedarily have bedn 
formed in confequence of fuch fentiments This 
general difpofition of the people was more hkcly 
to have recovered the greatnefsof the new houfe 
of Auftria, than the rc acquifition of a diflant and 
limited territory, always open to an attack 

Tt is probable, however, that the French pie* 
nipotcntiary who managed the negociation, as 
well IS the miniftcr who dire<51ed it, would have 
fecn through the artifice. We do not even feru^ 
pic to-affert, that ftcither of thefe fiaiefmen had 

any 
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sny A iew of extending the French dominions. Fut® O o FC 
voald they have found the fame penetration to . 
■\uiravel political defigns in the council, to which 
they were ref^nfible for their conduft ? This is 
a point we cannot prefume to determine. All go- 
vernments are generally inclined to extend their 
territories* and that of France from it’s confti- 

tution, equally (b. ’ 

* But whatever truth there may be in thefe re- 
fleflions, it muft be allowed, that the expedations 
of the two French minifters, wlio fettled the peace, 
weredilappointed. The principal olyeft they had 
in view was the prefervation of the colonies, that 
had been threatened by the enemy. But as (bon 
as the danger was over, this unbounded fource of 
opulence was ncgle^led. France kept on foot a / 
large body of troops, retained in her pay a great 
part of Germany, and ailed in the fame manner 
as if another Charles* V, had threatened her 
frontiers, or another Philip II. could have thrown 
the internal parts of the kingdom into con- 
fufion by his intrigues. She was not fcnfible that 
her fuperiority upon the continent was acknow- 
ledged, that no finglc power could venture to at- 
, lack her; and that the event of thclaftwar, and 
the arrangements fettled by the laft peace, had 
rendered the union of fcvcral iwwers agalnft her 
impolTible. A number of apprehenfions, equally 
weak and trifling, diftutbed her tranquillity. Her 
prejudices prevented her from perceiving that fhe 
lud only one enemy really dcfcrt'ing her attention, 
and that this enemy could only be reftrained by 4 
confidcrable fleet. 

The Enghfli, more inclined to envy the pro- 
fperiiy of omers than to crjoy their own, arc not 
ocly defirous of bccomirg riw, but of being ex* 
dufivcly fo. Their ambition ts gain, as that of . 
the Romans w.is cmpitc. They do not properly 

feck 
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BOO Klicr conqucfls and her literary merit, and even to 
, . the difperfion of the Proicflants flic had unfortu- 

^~'^*^nately loft, for the defirc excited in other coun- 
- tries* of imitating her; this nation, that would 
be too happy, were (he permitted to enjoy her 
happinefs, would not perceive that flte might be 
deprived of fome of ilieic advantages, and infen- 
fibly fell a facrifice to thofe arts employed to lull 
her into fecurity. When the Englifti thought 
there was no farther occafion to dillcmblc, they 
commenced hofttltties, without having previoufly 
paid any attention to thofe formalities that are in 
ufe among civilized people. 

Did the, nation, which is reckoned fo proud, 
fo humane, and fo prudent, refleft upon what 
was doing? It reduced the moft facred conven- 
tions of nations among ihcmfelves, to the arti- 
fices of a perfidious policy j it freed them from 
the common, tic that connedls them, by dif- 
carding the chimerical idea of the right of na- 
tions. Did thefo people perceive, that they were 
fixing a conftant ftatc of war^ that they were 
making peace a time of apprehenfion only ; that 
they were introducing on the globe nothing but 
a falfe and deceitful fecurity j that fovereigns 
were becoming (b many wolves, ready to devour 
each other} that the empire of difcord was be- 
coming unbounded; that- the moft cruel and 
moft juft rcprifals were authorized } and that 
arms were no longer to be laid afide ? At that 
time there was a half Themiftcclcs in' the mi- 
niftry-, but there was not one Ajriftides in all 
Great ‘Britain;* fince, far from exclaiming, n 
imitation, of the Athenians, , who were not them- 
fclves the ruoft «fcrupulous men among the 
Greeks : The thing ts uftful^ but it is mt honejl , let 
ft be mentioned m mire: the Englilh, on the 
•contrary, congratulatcd^themfclves .upon an ig- 
nominious 
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nommlous aft, againft which the voice of allBOOK 
Europe was raifed wilh indignation. Acts of. 
hoftiltty, without q deciaraiion of war, when 
there is'even no treaty of peace fubfifting, is the 
proceeding of barbarians. Hoftihcies, againfl 
the faith of treaties, but preceded by a declara- 
tion of war, by what pretence foever it may be 
palliated, would be a di^iiding aft of injuf- 
licc, if the habit of it had not been frequent, 
nnd if the fhame of it did not light upon almoft 
all the powers. HoftiUties, without a declaration 
of war, againft a neighbouring people, who are 
iquietly repofing thcmfclvcs upon the faith of 
treaties, upon the right of nations, upon' a reci- 
procal inicrcourfe of good-wiH, upon civilacd 
manners, upon the fame God, upon. the fame 
worntip, upon the reciprocal rcfidence and pro- 
tfiftion granted to the citizens of both nations in 
their refpeftive countries; fuch liortilitlcs ore a 
crime, which, in every fociciy, would be treated 
as murder on the highway ; and if there were any 
exprefs code againlt ir, as there is a tacit one, 
formed and fubferibed to between all nations, 
we fhould ‘then read the following fentence; 

Let us all unite against the traitor, and 

LET HIM BE EXTERMINATED FRO^f THE FACE OF 

THE EARTH. 'Tlic oaiion that commits fuch a 
crime, purfues it’s intereft with unbounded and 
fhamelcfs jcaloufy j it fhews that it is deflimte 
of equity and honour; that it defpifes equally 
the judgment of the prefent time, and the cen- 
fure of pofterity ; and that it hath more regard 
far it’s exiftence arnaog nations, than, foe tt/e 
colours it will be painted in, in their hiftory. If 
it be the ftrongeft, jt is a mean tyrant • jt is a 
lion, whidi debafes itfeif to aft the abjeft pare 
of a fox. If It be the weakeft, and ^ appre- 
henllve for itfeif, it may,. perhaps, .be lefs odious, 
but it is equally bafe. How much more noble, 

and 
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BOO Kber conqvieHs nnd her literary merif, and even to 
difperfion of the Proleftnnts fhe had unfottn 
'^’^mtely loft, for the defirc evcited in other coun- 
tries’ of imitating her this ntioti, that would 
be too happy, were ftie permuted to enjoy her 
happinefs, would not perceive that ftic might be 
deprived of fame of thefc ndvantages, and infen 
fibly fell a facnfice to thofe arts cmpIo}ed to lull 
her into fecunty \\ hen the Englifh thought 
there was no further occafion to diflemble, they 
commenced hofttliues, without having previoufly 
paid any attention to thofe formalities that are m 
ufe among civilized people 

Did the nation, which is reckoned fo proud, 
fo humane, and fo prudent, reflect upon what 
was doing? It reduced the moft focred conven 
tions of nations omong themfclves, to the arti- 
fices of a perfidious polic) , it freed them from 
the common tie that conneifts them, by dif 
carding the chimerical ides of the right of na- 
tions Did thefo people perceive, that they were 
fixing a conftant ftate of war, that they were 
making peace a time of apprehenfion only, that 
they were introducing on the globe nothing but 
a falfe and deceitful fccuritj , that fovereigns 
were becoming fo many wolves, ready to devour 
each other, that the empire of difcord was be- 
coming unbounded , that the moft cruel and 
moft juft rcprifals were authorized , and tliat 
arms were no longer to be laid afide ? At that 
time there was a half Themiftccles in the rai 
tiiftry , but there was not one Axiftides in all 
Great Britain , Cnee, far from exclaiming, in 
imitation, of the Athenians, who were not them 
feivcs the moft fcrupulous men among the 
Greeks . The thtrg ts ufeful, but it is Mt boiwfi , let 
ft be mentiofied m more the Englifh, on ’ilie 
contrary, congratulated themfclves upon an ig 
nominious 
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nominious aft, agalnft which the voice of all B o o K 
Europe was raifed with indignation. Acts of. 
hoftihty, without a declaration of war, when 
there is’even no treaty of peace fubfifting, is the 
proceeding of barbarians. Hoftilitics, againft 
the faitli of treaties, but preceded by a declara- 
tion of war, by what pretence foever it may be 
palliated. Would be a difgufting aft of injuf- 
tice, if the habit of it had nor been frequenr, 
and if the fhame of it did not light upon almoil 
all the powers. Hoftilities, without a declaration 
of war, againfl: a neighbouring people, who are 
quietly repofing themfelves upon the 'faith of 
treaties, upon the right of nations, upon' a 'reci- 
procal intercourfe of good-wdV civilized 
manners, upon the fame God, upon the 'fame 
worfhip, upon the reciprocal rcfidence and pro- 
tfiftion granted to the citizens of both nations in 
their refpeftive countries: fiich holliliiies are a 
crime, which, in every focieiy, would be treated 
as murder on the higtiway ; and if there were any 
exprefs code againlt tt, as there is a tacit one, 
formed and fubferibed to between -all nations:, 
we (hould then read the following fentence ; 

Let us^ael unite againstthetrattor, and 
LET HIM BE EXTERMINATED FROM THE FACT. OF 
THE EARTH. Tlie nation that commits fuch a 
crime, purfues it’s intereft with unbounded and 
fhamclefs jcaloufy ; it (hews that it is dellttute 
of equity and honour- that it derpifes equally 
the judgment'of the preient time, and the cen- 
fure of poilerity ; and that it hath more regard 
fhc a’a exiftcacfi acuoa^ nationa, than {qc th* 
colours it will be painted in, in their hiftory. If 
it be the ftrongeft, it is a mean tyrant;, it is a 
lion, whicli debafes itfelf to aft the abjeft pare 
of a fox. If.it be the weakeft, and be appre- 
lienGvc.foratfelf, it may,. perhaps, .be lefs odious, 
but it is equally bafe. How much more noble, 

and 
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B o O Kand how mi’ch more advantageous, was the cof- 
. ^ ^ tom oF the Roman people * L"t us open, as they 

^did, the gates of our temples, let an ambaflador 
be fent to the enemy’s frontiers, and there let him 
declare war, by fiiaking the flcirts of his gar* 
ments, at the found of the trumpet of the herald 
that attends him Let us not maflacre an enemy 
that fleeps If wc dip our hand into the blood 
of him who thinks htmfelf our friend, the ftain 
of It will never be wiped off. It will dlwajscill 
to ni^d the Macbeth of the poet. 

Though a declaration of war were onl} a mere 
ceremony between nation*:, which feem to be bound 
bj no lies as foon as they intend to maffacre one 
another, yet tt is very evident, that the Brmlh 
mmiftry were more than doubtful of the injuftice 
of their conduit The timidit> of their meafures, 
the perplexity of their operations, the prevari- 
cating modes of juftification they adopted, and 
the irfluence they m vain exerted to make par- 
liament approve Co fcandalous a violation , thefe, 
with feveral other circuroftances, plainly difco- 
vered the guilt of their proceeding If thofe 
weak tniuifters of fo great a power had been as 
bold m commtttng crimes, as they appeared 
regardlef® of the laws of Virtue, they would have 
formed a peojeik of the moft cxienfive nature 
"When they Unjuftly gave orders to attack all the 
French tbips upon the northern coaft of America, 
they would h&ic exicrdcd thefe orders to every 
fea The rum of the only power that was ca 
pablc of makng any refinance, would have been 
the ncceflary confcquence of fuch a ftrorg con- 
federacy It’s fall would have imimidaccd all 
other nations, and wherever the Enghfh flag had 
appeared, it would have commanded obedience 
in every quarter of the world A fuccefs fo re- 
markable and decifive would have made the 

roulu- 
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tnulmude overlook the violation of public right,BOOK 
would havcjulllficd U to the political world, and . 

■the rcmonftrances of the wile would have been loft 
in the clamours of the ignorant and ombiiioua. 

A TIMID bat equally unjuftifiabic condudl,'^*.*^ ^ 
was attended with very contrary cfTctfts. TheSe^afu 
council of George 11. n as hated, as well as dc-«ofw“f- 
fpifed, over all Kutopc; and the events 
refponded to ihefe rentlments. France, though 
uncxpedicdly atracked, was viiftonous in Canaw, 
gained cor.nderable advantages by fca, took iVIi- 
iiorc.^, a id threatened London lifclf. Her rival 
was then ftr.nble of the truth of wliai men of un- 
dcrftfttiding had long fiiicc obferved in England, 
that the French united the greateft contranedes 
in ihctr charaiftcr*, that tlicj' blended virtues and 
vices, marks of wcaknefs and ftreugth ilrat had 
always been thought Inconfiflent with each other; 
that they were brave, though eifeminate ; equally 
addifted to pleafure and glory; ferious in trifles, 
and trifling in matters of importance ; ever di(^ 
pofed to 'war, and ready to attack ; in a word, 
mere children, fuffeting thcmlclvcs, as the 'Athe- 
nians of old, to be difquieted and moved to anger 
for real or imaginary intcrefts; fond of entcr- 
prife and adllon, ready to follow any guide, and 
comforted in the greateft misfortunes with the 
molt trifling fucccls. The Englifli, who, ac- 
cording to a vulgar, though ftroug exprefiion of 
Swift’s, are always in tte cellar or in tie garret^ 
and know no medium, began then to be ' too 
much afraid of a nation that they had unjuftly 
derpifcd. A Ijalrit of dclpondency fuccccded to 
that of prefumption. 

The nation, corrupted by the too great con* 
fidence it had placed in 5t*s opulence ; humbled 
by the introduftion of iSreign troops, and by the 
moral chara^lcf and inability of it’s governors 

VoL. Jll. N n \vcakcocd 
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BOO Krigour of the law. His own fhip was fixed npon 
. ^ _, as the fpot where the fentence paficd upon him was 
to be put m execution. AH Europe, at the news 
of this melancholy event, wasftruck with aflomfh- 
ment, blended with admiration and horror. It 
recalled the memory of the ancient republics 
The death of Byng, whether guilty or not, pro^ 
claimed in the moft alarming manner to thofe who 
were employed by the natibn, what fate they muft 
expeft, if they betrayed the confidence repoftd 
in them Every man faid to himfelf, m theinftanf 
of battle • It IS on this field 1 muft die, rather than 
with infamy on a Icaflbld Thus the blood 'of 
one man, accufed of cowardice, was produftive of 
a fpuit of heroifm 

This fyftem of holding out an example of ter- 
ror to fubdue the imprdTionsof fear, was further 
ftrengthened by an emulation, that feemed to 
promife the revival of public fpirit DilTipation, 
pleafare, indolence, and often vice and a cor- 
ruption of manners, occafion warm and frequent 
conncdlions in moft kingdoms of Europe The 
Englifh have Icfs intcrcourfc and connexion 
with each other; they have, perhaps^ left rafte 
for focial life than other nations , but the idea of 
any project that may be Icrvic‘*ablc to the ftate, 
immediately unites them, and they feem, as it 
were, animated by one foul All ranks, parties, 
and fe£ts, contribute to infure it s fuccefs, and With 
fucb liberality as cannot he paralleled in thofe 
places where the notion of a particular native 
country docs not prevail 

And, in fait, whj ihouM we be concerned for 
the glory of a nation, when we can cxpedl no 
other return for the faenfices we make, than an 
increafcof mifer) , when vidVones and defents arc 
equally fatal, vidtoiics, by giving rife* to tdxes to 
pave the way fur them , ahd defeats, by occafioning 
a taxes 
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truxs to repair them? If there were not fomeH'O^p K 
little remains of honour fubfifttng in us, m fpitc^__^ 
of all the efforts that are made ufe of to ftifle it, 
and which ptotes, that under vexations of etcpf 
kind, the people ftill retain fome feeling for the 
difetace of the nation, they would be ^ually af- 
fcftcd wUli ii*s profperity or us nnsfonuncs, 

■\V 1 U they experience better treatment,' wnether 
the fovercign be viftorlous or conquered 5 whe- 
ther he acquire or lofc a prwmcc; whether 
trade Ihould fall or profper? The °f 'h' 

EoEhlh is more remaikabljr diftinguilhed, when 
the nation liath placed an implicit Mnlldence m 
the miniaer who hath the diredtion of public mca- 
futes. As fooa as Mr. Put 'vns "Uide prime mi- 
nifter, a marine fociety was ellablilhed, which, 
perceiving that there appared a remiffiiefs in ge- 
neral to enter into the fea fervice, and difap- 
ptovine the cullom of preffing men into it, in- 
vited §ie children of the pooteft clafs m the tliTO 
kinedoms to become ftnp boys, and their la- 
them -failors. They undenook to pay the ex- 
pences of their voyage t to take care of them m 
&nc 6 -, to feed, clothe, and fumifh thcrri with 
every thing neceflary to picfcrve rtcir hcjuih dur- 
me the time they were to be at fea. The fang, 
moved by this inftance of patnonfro, gave them 
na,SOO hvres the prince of Wales 5.1^ hvrest, 
and the princcG of Wales 4,50®^*. The actors or 
the diffctcnt theatres, whofc abilities have not 
been treated with contempt by this enlightened 
nation, aSed their bfell pbys for the increafe of 
fo refpedtable an cIUblifhmenL The theatres 
^ were never fo much crowded as on this occaCon. 

A hundred of thefe fhtp boys, and a hundred of 
the Tailors, clothed from a zeal that may truly be 
holden facred, appeared upon the ftage } adccora- 
+ 375 *- 1 1871. 1C*. . 

' tion 
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COO K weakened too by the collifion of faAions, whtcit 
keep up an exertion of ftrcngtli among a free 
people in times of p-ace, but winch deftroy tncir 
power in times of war the nation, di/graced, 
aftomlhcd, and uncertain what mcafurcs to pur- 
fue, equally fenfiblc of the difbrcfTcs it had al 
ready been expofed to, as of thofc it forefaw, 
was incapable of exerting it{clf to aicngc tlieonc, 
or prevent the other All zeal for the common 
caufewaa confined to the granting of immenfe fup- 
phes That the coward is fooner dilpofcd to part 
wnh his money than the brave man, m order ro 
Svard off ddngcr, and ihat the prefent critical 
fituaiion of afiairs required them not to confider 
who fiiould pay, but who (hould fiand forward to 
fight, tliefe were truths, which, at that time, 
feemed to have been forgotten 

The Trench, on their part, were dazzled "iih 
fome inftances of fuccels that were of no confe- 
quence Pccfumtng, that the furprife their ene 
fnics had be?n thrown into, was a proof of their 
weaknels, they involved themfelv cs further than was 
confident with their mtereft, in the difiurbances 
which then began to divide the German powers 
A SYSTFM, which, if unfuccefsfu!, muft have 
been attended with the greateft di/grace, pud if 
fortunate, muft have been deftruClive in the end, 
ferved to confound them Their fevity made 
them forget, that a few months before they had 
applauded the wife and enlightened ftatefman, 
wlio, being defiroiis to avoid a land war, which 
fome m nifters were willing to enter into, from 
their defpauing of fuccefs at fea, bad, with the vj- 
i'acity and confidence peculiar to genius, addrefied 
bimfelf to tliem in the following ds Gentlemen, 
faid he, let us all, ivlo are here frefent iti coitfsh 
go only V3itb torches, m ou» bands, and fet fire to all 
0 r/bij>Sy tf ibeyare ujelejs to our dejence, and are 
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cnJy conducive to make onr enemies infuJt tis. This BOOK 
political infatuation threw them into the greateft , 
difficulties. Errors of the cabinet were followed 
by military faults. The management of the army 
was fubjefted to the intrigues of the court. A 
fcries of bad fucccfs was the confequence of a per- 
petual change of commanders. This light and 
luperficial nation did not perceive, that even fup- 
pofing, what indeed was impoilible, that all thole 
who were fucceflively intruftcd with the direction 
of the military operations, had really been men of 
abilities, yet they could not contend wiili advan- 
tagc againft a man of genius, affifted by one of 
dillinguifhcd^ capacity. Misfortunes made no al- 
teration in ih*e plan that had been formed, and the 
changes of generals were cndlcfs. 

While me French were thus deceived, the 
Enghth, from a fpirit of dejeflion, were inflamed 
with the uimgll refentment : they changed a mi- 
nlfter who had juftly excited «nera! diflaiisfadtion, 
and placed at tlie head of a^irs a man who was 
equally an enemy to timid meafures, to the royal 
prerogative, and to France. * Although this choice 
was the confequence of that Ipirit ot party which 
caufes the greateft revolutions in England, yet it 
was fuch as the circumftanccs of the times requir- 
ed. William Pitt, had a foul formed for great 
defigns was diftinguilhed by a fpecies of elo- 
quence that never failed to captivate his' hearers, 
and by a charafter equally firm and enierprifing. 

He was ambitious to make his country rife fup-- 
rior to all others, and at the fanae time to raife his 
own fame. His enthufiafni fired a nation, which 
will always be iofpired by a love of liberty. The 
admiral who had fufFcred Minorca to be taken 
•was arrefled, thrown into prifon, accufed, tried’ 
and fcntenced to death. Neither his rank, abilities’ 
family, nor fnends, could proteft him from the 
H n a rigour 
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BOO ivtion this furcly, not inferior to that arifing from 
^ . the multitude ofhphK the elegance of drefs, and 

the brilliancy of jewels 

TheEng- This public 2 cal 'Hid attachncnf to thcintcrclls 
toufeT nition, nnimatcd the minds of all the Eng- 

fromiheir Iifh, find the clTe^Is of it were difpla^ed in the 
IndKue Of ihcir condiift They ravaged the 

iheFreuch coifls of tlicir cncinies, bent them every where by 
tiu^ fea , intercepted tlKir nai igaiion, and gav e a dieck 
Accountofio 3^1 ihcir forces m Wcftphalia They drove them 
the author out of North Amcfica, Africa, ard thcTall Indies 
became mimftcr, all the expeditions 
of the nation, made in diftaiit countries, had been 
unfuccefsful, and muft necefianly have been fo, 
becaufe they had been ill concerted He, on the 
contrary planned fuch prudent and urcfiil dcligns, 
his preparations were condudlcd with fo much 
forefight and difpatch, his means were fo well 
adapted to the ends jic wanted to obtain , he made 
fuch a prudent choice of the peribns whom he in- 
truded with hisdcfigns, he eflablifhed fuch har- 
mony between ilic land and fea forces, and raifed 
the fpirits of the Enghfh to fuch a height, that his 
whole adminiflratjon was a fencs of conquefls. 
His mind, fldl fupcrior to Ins glorj, made him de 
Ipife thcidle chtnours of thofe, whocenfured what 
they called his piofunons He iifed to fay vuth 
Fhihp, fadier of Alexander the Great, Tiat vtllory 
Has to le purctajed hy ironey, and that money mujl 
not he /pared at the txpet ce ^ vtSlory 
} By fuch n condu£l, and fuch principles, Mr 
Put had at all times, and in all places, triumphed 
over the French He putfued iliem to their mod: 
valuable iflmds, cveri tp their fugar colonics 
Thefe poflefTioris, fo juftly prized for their riches, 
were nor, however, bettef fccured Thq fortifica 
tions that were etciled there, were conftrufled 
without judgment, and were falling to decay 
2 “ Thefe 
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Thcfc fuTns'wers equally' ddlitute of defenders, B c^o K' 

of arms, and of ammunition. 'Evcrllncetlie be-. — ^ 

einnins of hoftil.ties,' 'all interoourfe between 

thefe meat fettlements and the mother-country, ^ 

had b?en at an end. They could neither receive ^ 

fubfiftencc from it, nor enrich it with their pto-. 

duftions. The buildings necelTary for the car-, 

rying "on of agriculture, were a heap of rums 

The mailers and the Haves, equally, dedimte of^ 

the necelfarlesof life, were obliged to 

the eattle dellincd for the labours of hufbandry.. 

If any'rapacious navigators ever reached them,, it 
was throiigh fo many dangers that 
were obligfd to pay for what they bought of thefe, 
traders a? a very advanced price, and to give 
them in exchange 

from them at the lowcft. Though the colomfls did 
notcallin’the aid of any foteip power 
finance ’ vet It was not to be expefted, that their 
attachment- to' their niVhjrt“untry would induce, 
them to make a vigorous 

fome bomb kemhes and 

StSur’^y^PpearedW th^ro™ 
on the sad ‘ if t^^^ 

bombarded the town of Ba j„e^taae of llie 
fiegersiiad known how to 

terror they tad fpreath but the flownefs. ti- > 

thcmfelves >ta ,his fpot 

of two leagu cj of ,be enemy, who were , 

they (f the heat of the climate and 

thTwLfo^f P^oviins. TbeEuglifb, defpai.ing.- 
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RO o Kof making tbemrclves maftcrs of the colony on 
, _^^ this fide, proceeded to attack it m another quar- 
''^^ter, known b> the name of Grande Terre It 
v/as defended by a fort called Fort Lewis, which 
made ftill lefs refidance than that of Baflc Terre, 
that had furrendcred jn four and twenty houre 
The conquerors were ogam guilty of the error 
they had before fallen into, and fufip^red the fame 
mcon\en\cncc«; from it The cventof the expe- 
dition began to be doubtful, when Barrington, who 
fuccccdcd to the command at the death of Hop^ 
fbn, changed the plan of opentions He gare 
up the idea of penetrating into the country, and 
re embarked his (bldters, who fuccefllvclj attacked 
the houfes and villages upon the coaAs The ra- 
vages they commuted, obliged the colonifts to 
fubmit »The vvbote ifland, after three mouths 
defence, furicndercd on the 21ft day of April, 
upon i,ery honourable terms of capitulation. 

Tut troops that had obtained this viftory did 
not enrage m this expedition, tiU they had inef- 
feflually threatened MariinicC Three years after. 
Great Bntain revived a defign that had been too 
haflily given up, but greater preparations and 
more clfe^tual means were cmplojcd to carry it 
mio execution On the j6th of January 1762, 
eighteen battalions, under the command of ge- 
neial Monckcoo, and eighteen Ihips of the line * 
commanded by admiral Rodney, the firft fent from 
North America, and the latter from Europe, ap 
peared before ihc capital pf the ifland The land- 
ing of the troops the next day was foon effected. 
Without difficulty and without lofs To take 
poffelTion of the eminences that were fortified and 
defended by Fort Royal, feemed to be a matter 
npt fo eafily accctmphflied Thefe obftaclcs, how- 
ever, were after fome warm engagements fur- 
mounted, and the place that would foon have been 

reduced 
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reduced to afhes by the 'bombs, capitulated onBOOK 
the pth of February 5 and the whole colony 
the fame on the j^th. - Jt is probable that the 
profperity of Guadalupe under the Britilb go- 
vernment, contributed to bring about this gene- 
ral furrender ; which might, and ought to have 
been delayed longer. Granada and the other 
Leeward Iflands, whether fubje^k to France, or 
which, though pcophd by Frenchnten, were neu- 
tral, furrcndered themfelvcs, without making any 
refinance. 

Even Sf. Domingo, the only poflcilion the 
French iliH retained m the Archipelago of Ame- 
rica, was likely to^fall into the hands of the Eng- 
lilh j and it’s lofs fcemcd to be not far diftant. Jf ‘ 
it had not even been known that this was the firft 
conqueft Great Britain would attempt, yetiit^oUld 
not be fuppofed that it would efcape it's avidity. 

Would this ambitious nation have checked the ca- 
' rccr of U*s own fucccflcs fo far os to give up all 
thoughts of a conqueft that would have com- 
pleted it’s profperity ? This was a point that fcem- 
cd not to admit of a doubt: The colony was -ge- 
nerally known to be cntirely'Withou: any means of. 
defence, cither within or without, and therefore 
incapable of making" the Icaft refiftance. It was 
fo fenfiblc of it’s weakneft, that it fcemcd difpofed " 
to furrender as foon as it (hould be fummoned to 
do It. t 

The court of Verfiilles was equally aftonilhed 
and alarmed at the lofles it had fuftained, and at 
thofe it forefaw. It had expeClcd fuch an obfti- 
naie rdiftance as would have been foperior to eve- 
ry attack. The defeendams df thofe brave ad- 
\CDturcrs, who had fettled thefc colonies, ftemed 
a Tampan fufficient to repel all the forces of the 
Britifh empire. Thw almoft felt a fecrct fatis- ' 
fadbon that the) EnghOt were dircdliag their efforts 

touards 
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BOO K towards that quarter. The miniflryhad inrpircd 
the nation with the fame confidence that poflcircd^ 
them, and it was the mark of a bad citizen to 
(hew the Icaft uneafjncrs. ' 

It is an obfervation we may now be pef-^ 
milted to make, that events which have once’ 
happened, will happen again, A people whofe 
whole fortune confifts in fields and pafiurcs will, 
if influenced by any degree of fpint, refolutely 
defend their pofieflions. The haivefl; of one year 
is the utmofi they can lolc, and whatever calamity* 
they may eyperience, does not dlftrefs them to 
fwch a degree as to leave them w ithout hopes of re- 
cover)'. The cafe is very dificreni with regard to 
the wealthy cuUivaiois of thefc colonics. When- 
ever they take up arms, they run the ri(k of 
haying'ftie labours of their whole lives defiroyed,' 
their (laves carried off, and all the hopes of their 
pofiericy either loft by fire or plunder; they will ^ 
therefore always (ubmit to the enemy. 'Though* 
faiisficd with the government wndet which they, 
live, they arc Icfs attached to it’s glory than to' 
their own riches. ' • ' " ’ 

The example of the firft colonifts, whofe perfiT-* 
verance could not be (haken by the moft vigorous* 
attacks, does not afTcfl the truth of tbi:^ obferva- ^ 
xton. The objc€l of ihc war was then the acqui- 
frtion of territory^ and the expulfion of the inhabit-’ 
ants; at prefent, a war waged againft a colony is ^ 
dircdled only sgainft the fovereign of It, 

:TnE plan ol attacking Marunico was hid by" 
Mr. Pjtt, though he was'iiot in the miniftry when ' 
it was fubdued. The reflgnation of this great'* 
xnan drew the attemion of Europe, and deter\es 
to be confidered by every one, who Inveftigates 
the caufes and effdas of political revolutions An' 
billoriai), who ventures to 'wntcdie tranfa^ljorsbf 
his OATD age, hath fcldom,'’ill£AT5ft'bd granted, • 



IN 'THt EAST'At^ WEST INDIES. ^ 5S5 

fuffident lights to guide Iiiml*’ The councils ofB O o k 
kings are fo fecret, iliac time alone can gradually 
withdraw the veil that furrouhds them. Tlieir 
minifters, faithful depofitaries of-the fecrets they 
have been intrufted with, or intcrefted to conceal 
them, explain thcmfcives no further than is fufK- 
cient to miflead the curious inquirer, - who wilhes 
to difcover them. Whatever penetration he may 
poifefs, in tracing the foiircc and connection of 
events, he is at lad reduced to conjeClurc. If his 
conjectures happen to be jud, dill he is ignorant 
that they are fo, or cannot depend upon them ; 
and this uncertainty is fcarcely more fatisfaCtory 
than a total ignorance. He mud, therefore, wait 
till prudence and intered, freed from the redraint 
of nlence, diall unfold the truth ; in a word, 'till 
feme valuable and 'original records be' produced 
for public infpeCtion, wherein the latent fprings on ' 
which the dediny of nations hath depended, Iball 
be difeovered. * ' 

These reflections diould fu/pend the inquiries 
of the man who wants only to attend to the pro-' 
grefsof political intrigues. They arc diilblved as* 
loon as they are formed. Wc could only colIcCt 
feparate parts of them, which could not be* 
brought together unlels by conjeClure, which 
might be the further didant from the truth, in 
proportion as more fagaciiy had been difplayed 
tn the forming of it. We (bonld often be likely 
to fill up with. feme great view, or Nvith fome 
profound^rpeculaiion, a vacancy which prefenfs 
itfelf, ’from our ignorance of fome witticifm, of 
fome frivolous caprice, of fome trifling refent- 
mciit, or of .fome cbildifli emotion of jealouly: 
for ihcfe are the wonderful levers with which the 
earth hath fo often been moved, and will dill be 
moved hereafter. If it be then prudent to fiy 
nothing of the obfeure caufes of events, it is at 
“ - - • lead 
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BOO Kleaftthe time to fpeak of thc.charafter of ihofe 
who have conduced them. We know what they 
were in their infancy, in their youth, in a more 
mature age, in their family and in fociety, in J>ri- 
vate life, and in public affairs. We kno\v what 
their natural and acquired talents were; their 
lulmg paffions, their vices, their virtues, their 
inclinations and their averfions; their connedlfons, 
their animofitits, and their frlcndlhtps ; their per- 
fonal and rclaitve intcrefts; the marks of favour 
or difgracc they have experienced ; the means 
they have employed to obtain their high polls, 
and to maintain ilicmfelves in them ; the conducl 
they have obferved with regard to their proteftors 
and their dependents; the projects they have con- 
ceived, and the manner in which they have exe- 
cuted them ; the charafler of tbe men they have 
croplo)edj the obllacl« they have met with, and 
the manner in which they have furmounted them i 
in a word, we know the fuccefs they have had ; 
the reward they have obtained in confequence of it; 
the punifhmcnc they have fuffered when they have 
mifearried ; the praifc or blame bellowed upon 
them by tbe nation ; the manner in which they 
have ended tlicir career,, and. the reputation they 
have left behind them after death. . 

\Ve are defirous of penetrating into the (bul of 
one of the greateft men of his age, and perhaps 
we can never do 'it at a more proper time. The 
moft confpicuous odlions only of a man’s life arc’ 
tranfm\«cd to pofteruy, wluch will, therefore, be 
deprived of a variety of fimple and artlefs details 
thaf enlighten the mind of an obferver, who lived 
at the ttme they happeaed. . « ' • * 

Ma. Pitt, after having refeued England Jrom 
• the kind of dilgrace it Jiad been expofed to m the 
begiunirg of tbe war^ arrived to a height of^fuc- 
cefe that alloailbed all the world. Whether he 

forefaw 
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forefaw this or hot, hfe did not feem to be embar-B O O K 
rafled with it, and refblved to carry it as far as he . 
could. The moderation which fo many ftatcfmen 
hid affeQed Before him, ftcmcd to him to be only 
a pretence to conceal their w^knefs or their indo- 
lence. He thoughr thsr aH iiates fhoald exert 
their power to the utmoft, and that there was no 
inllance of one nation being able to become fupe- 
rior to another, and not effcAtng it. The parallel 
he drew between England and France confirmed 
him in his opinion. He perceived-with uneafinefs, 
that the power of England, founded upon a trade 
which Ihc might and w'ould lofc, was very in- 
confiderablc, when compared with that of her ri- 
Vdlj winch nature, art, and particular- circum- 
ftances.had ratfed to fuch a degree of flrergih,' 
under fai curable admimflrations, ns had made 
all Europe tremble, Senfible of this truth, he 
therefore determined to deprive France of her co-* 
lonies, and to reduce her to that ftate, to winch 
the freedom of the New World, fooncr or later 
accomplifhed, will bring all nations that liiNo 
formed fcttlcments there. 

Thc means neceiHiry to compfete thrs preje^, 
which was fo far advanced, ap^aicd to Inni ab- 
foluicly certain. While thc imigination of 
minds took fhadows for realities, the grcalcfl dif- 
ficulties appeared trivial to him. Thougli the 
nation, of which he was thc idol, was fomctimes 
alarmed at his vaft and uncommon enterprifes, he 
was not in the leaf^ diiqjietcd about them ; be- 
caufc, in h'S c5'cs, the multitude was like o tor- 
rent, the couric of which he knew how to direct 
which way he would. ' 

PrarccTt-v indjfTcrcnt with regard to fortune, 
he was ftill more fu with regard ro power. His 
fjiccefics had made his adminlfiration abrolutc. 

■\\ irb the people he vat a republican, with the no- 
bles 
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B 0 0 Kbles and the fbvcreign,hc w'asa dcfpotlc minifler. 

. To think differently from him, was a mark of be- 

ing an enemy to the common caufe. ^ ^ r 

He availed himlclf of the fuperiori^ he had 
gained, in order to excite the ardour of the peo- 
ple. Little influenced by that fpccics of philofo- 
which, divefling itfcif of the prejudices of 
national glor}', to extend it’s views to the welfare 
of all mankind, tries every thing by the pricctples 
of univcrfal rcafon ; he kept tip a violent and fa- 
vage fpirlt of entliunafm, which he called, and, 
perhaps, believed to be a love of his country ^ but 
which was, in reality, nothing more than a ftrong 
avetfion for the nation he wanted to opprefs. 

pRAttCE was perhaps as much difeouraged by 
this fpirit of inveteracy, that conflantly purfued 
her, as by the diflrcflcs fhe had undergone. The 
diminuiiotj, the exhaufted ftate, or, to the 
truth, the total ruin of her naval powers, afforded 
her a difeouraging profpcdl for the future. The 
expedlation that a fortunate Aiccc/s by land might 
occafion a change in the face of affairs, v'iJS 
merely imaginary. If one of their fquadrons had 
deftroyed one or fcvcral of thofc of her rival, the 
EngUfti would not have renounced any of their 
claims. This is one general rule ; and another 
is, th.at whenever any power hath acquired a 
very determined fupenonty at fea, it can never 
lofe it in the couife of the war } mote particu- 
larly, if that fuperiority can be traced from a dlf- 
tant caufe, and efpccially if it proceed partly 
from the charadlerof the nation. The fuperiority 
of one continent above another depends entirely 
on the abiUtica of a (ingle man, and may be loft 
In a moment ; on the contrary, fuperiority at fta, 
as it refuhs from the vigilance and iptereft of 
each individual in the ftate, muft always increafe, 
particularly when .it is encouraged by national 
‘conftitution : 
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conftitutjon a fudden mvaGon can only pjit aBOOK 
flop to u . ^ _j 

Nothing but a general confederacy could have 
rcflored the balance of power, the impoflibihty 
of which Mr Pitt plainly faw. He knew the re- 
flraints bj which Holland was confined, the po- 
verty of Sweden and Denmark, the inexperience 
*of the Ruffians, and tlie little regard that /everal 
of thefe pov ers paid to the intcrefls of France 
He was confaous alfo of the terror v/hich the 
Fnglifli forces had fpread among them all, the 
miftruft they entertained of each other, and the 
apprehenfion that each of them muft have, that 
they (hould be diftrefied before they could receive 
affillance 

The affairs of Spam vverc particularly circum- 
llanced The ravages that laid wafle the French 
colonies, and whidi every day jnereafed, might 
cafily extend to the fetilements of the Spaniards 
'XVheiher this kingdom \/as not, or would not be 
fenfible of the danger that threatened it, it*s ufual 
indolence accompamed it with regard to thele 
great objcfls Ac length, upon a change of mi- 
nifter, a new ^ ftem took place Don Carlos en- 
deatoured to cxiingujffi the flame, but it was too 
late His overtures were received with a con- 
temptuous haugluincfs Mr Put, having deli- 
berately confidcrcd the extent of his power, an- 
fwered every ptopofal that was made, in the 
following manner /•a.r// Ii/lcn to tleWy faid he, 
ulen I ta'^en the tozL^r of Ijindsn fxord tn 
Lard Phis mode of cxpreflion might dilgufl, bur 
It was impofirg 

Such was the fiiuation of affairs, when the 
court of France thought herfclf obliged to make 
overtures of peace to that of Great Britain Both 
courts vverc equally apprehenfive, and with good 
icalbn, That Mr Put would oppofe them He 
confented 
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Kwnfentcd to enter into* negociationj but tbe 
Qvent fliewcd, as fenlible politicians had ponjec- 
tured, ‘that his intention was notlo^ continue it. 
His defign was only to furnifh himfelf with fuffi* 
cicnt proofs of the engagements that the two 
branches of thchoufeofB^ourbori had. entered into 
againft Great Britain, that he might make iliem. 
evident to his country. As foon as he had gained 
thisintcDigcijce, he broke ofT thencgociation, and 
propofed declaring war againft Spam. The Tu*» 
periority of the naval power of England above 
that of both thele kin^oms,* and the aflurance 
he had that it would be infinitely better .diredted^ 
iufpired htnr with’ this confidence. 

Mb,. PtTT’s tyftcm appeared, to dilKngnifhed 
politicians, the only imporfjfnt, and indeed, *tf)P 
only rcafonable one. The'Eughfh nation had 
contracted fuch a load of debr, tharjt could nei- 
ther ffce'itfeif 'from it, nor fupport.it, without 
ppenlngto iifelf new fourccsof wealth. •Euroiie, 
tired out with the grievances Great Britain, had 
made 'her* fubmit* to,” waited jrnparienily forfait 
‘opportunity to dtfable her’dppreflbr from conti- 
luiing 'them. The-'h6u!e''of Bourbon"could not 
but prelerve'S' ftrong'rcrcDtrrient -for'the'injuries 
it had fuffered, and Jor'the JofTes it had fiiftamed J 
it Could nor but make fecret preparations, and 
gradually^ work up a fpirit of levcnge to which a 
combination of all it’s forces might’ infure fuc- 
cefs. Thefc motives ’ obliged ' Great Britain, 
though a commercial power, lot a g grandize it- 
felf for itX fupport. This cruel necdTity was not 
fo fenfibly felt by the council of George the Third 
as Mr. pift dc/ircd. Moderation appeared to 
liim a Work of v/cdkqefe or of infatuation, per- 
haps of treachery • and he religncd his poft, bc- 
caufe he was not allowed to be the declared enemy 
orSpain. 
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May \vc venture to forma coryedlure? TheB O o K 
Englifh mmiftry plainly ftw that there ^ is no , 
pofiibihty of avoiding a frcth war, but equally 
tired out and difgraccd by the -power Mr. P»rc 
had afiumed, they were dcfiroiis of rcftonng tint 
fptrit of equality which is the fpnng of a repub- 
lican government Delpairing of being able to 
‘raife themrcUeatoa level with a man fo highly 
cfteemed, or of making him ftoop to them, the) 
united their forces to effect his ruin As rpen 
attrcLs would ’’only have turned agiioft them- 
felves, they had rccourfc to more artful methods 
They attempted to four his tcrnper , the natural 
fire of lus ciiarader laid him open to fuch U fnare, 
and he fell into it IflVIrTitt refigned Ins po/fc 
through pcevilhnefs, he dcferves to be cenfured 
fomot having fupprcfTedor mafiered it If he 
hoped by this expedient to humble his cnemie*, 
he fhewed he had greater knowledge of affairs than 
of men If, as he nlTerted, he refigned, becaufe 
he w ould Tio longer be refponfibfe for the mea- 
furcs be did not guide, we may be allorcd to 
think that he was more (Irongly attnthed to his 
own p-rfbnal glory, than to the mtereffs of his 
country But wliatcver may have been the canfc 
of his refignaiion, nothing but the bhndcft^ moll 
uniuff, ind mofl violent partiahty can venture to 
afTert, that his virtues and obilities were mere!) the 
effect of chance 

However Uus maj be, the firil ftep the new 
mmillry took, was conformable to th^ pnnciplet 
of Mr Pitt , and this was a kmd of homage the) 
were compelled to paj him It was thought nc- 
ceiTary to declare waragamfl Spain, and the Weft 
Indies were to be the fccne of -mefe new hoff iltties 
Experience had already dilaauragcd themTrom 
makmg any attempts on the continent of Ame- 
I1C3, and all ihctr views were tumtd toAards 

VoL HI O o Cuba 
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BOOK Tnr fiege of ihe Moro \va^ carried on without 
^ opening the trenches. The foldiers advanced to- 
^ wards the dltclt, and were covered only with 
barrels of flints, which were, at lengih, ex- 
changed for fades of cotton, that were taken out 
of fome merchant-fhips arrived from Jamaica. 
This want of forefight occafioned the lofs. of a 
great number of men, always of great value, 
but more erpecially (b in a climate, 'where dil- 
cafesand fatigues caufcfo great a confumption of 
them. 

The Enghfli general, having loft the greateft 
part of his army, and finding the necefiity, fot 
want of troops, of reimbarkmg in a few days 
determined to attempt ftormmg the caftle ; but a 
Urge and deep ditch, ‘cut in the rock, was firft to 
be pafled j and no preparations had been made to 
fill It up ' 

V Ip the faults of the Englifh were very confider- 
able, thofe of the Spaniards were ftill greater. 
Thougli apprized above a month before, that 
war had commenced between the two nations, 
they were not roufed from their lethargy. The 
enemy was already upon their coaft*;, and they 
had made no provifions of balls of a proper fize 
for their cannons, nor of cartridges, nenher had 
they one Angle gun, or even a firelock fit to make 
ufe of . 

The great number of officers, of the land and 
fea fervice, v/ho 'yere at the Havannah, occafion- 
ed, during fome days of the fiege, a great uncer- 
tainty In thcTefolutions, that could not but be fa- 
vourable to the befiegers. < 

’ Three fhipsof war were funk, to ftop up the 
entrance into the port, which the enemy could 
not pafs The road into the harbour was by this 
means damaged, and three great Ibips loft to no 
purpofe. i 

Tub 
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The moft common pradencc would have fug-B O O K 
gelled, that the twelve men of war that were at. 
the Havannah Ihould have been got ready to fail. 

They could not polTibly be of any fcrvicc in de- 
fending the place, and it was a matter of fbme 
conlcquence to lave them. But this was n^ledl- 
ed. Neither did the precaution occur of fctting 
them on fire, although this was the only way left 
to prevent them from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. , • { 

The deftruftion of the body of Englilh troops 
polled at Arofteguy, where they could not receive 
any allirtance, might have been cafily cflcdlcd. 

This check would hav'c put the befiegers to feme 
difficulty in procuring water, would have de- 
prived them of men, intimidated them, retarded 
their operations, and inlpired the Spanilh forces ' 
with fomc degree of confidence. But, far from 
making fo cafy an attempt, they did not attack, 
even m the open pan of the country, any of the 
Englilh detachments, though compofed entirely of 
infantr)', and which might have been oppofed by 
a regiment of dragoons, and a great number of 
militia, that were provide with horfes. 

The communication of the city with the inter- 
nal parts of ihe country was fvarte ever interrupt- 
ed, and yet none of iholcwhohad a fharein the 
odmininration, cverthoughtof conveying theroyal 
treafure into the inland parts, to prevent it from 
falling into the hands of the enemy. 

The lift inHancc of ncgleft ferved to complete 
the whole. In the middle of the ditch had been 
left a piece of rock, terminating in a point, and 
ftandrngby itielf. The Englrlh placed upon this 
a few tottering p’anks, which reached from the 
breach to the counterfearp. A ftgeant, with 
firtcen men, palfcd over them at one in the after- 
noon ; and concealed ilicVnleUes among Ibrae 

floats 
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BOO kCiiba Men of fenfc and underftanding perceived 
, the taking of this ifland would not bcat- 

'"""'''"’^tended with any apprebenfion of vengeance from 
the other colonies; that the empire of the Gulph 
of Mexico would be fecured , that theencm), 
whofe riches arofc principally from the amount 
of it’s cuftoms, \/ouId be deprived of all their 
refources , that the whole commerce of the con- 
tinent would be fcized iipon» and the inhabitants 
would cliufe rather to deliver up their riches to 
the conqueror of their country, than to give up 
thofe commodities they had been ufed to receive 
from Europe , in a word, tliat the power of 
Spam would be fo much reduced by this confider- 
able lofs, tliac it would be obliged to fubmit to 
any terms 

Acreeable to this idea, a fleet, confillingof 
nineteen fhipsof the line, eighteen frigates, and 
about a hundred and fifty tranfports, with io,coo 
troops on board, which were to be joined by 4000 
more from North Ameiica, fet fail for the Ha 
vannah To arrive at this formidable place, it 
was determined to pafs through the old flrcight 
of Bahama, not (b long in extent, though more 
dangerous, ihan the new one The obftacles that 
were to be expected m this paffage little known, 
and too little attended to, were fuccefsFulIy fur- 
mounted, m a manner worthy the reputation that 
admiral Pocock had acquired On the 6th of 
July he arrived at the phcc of his deflination , 
and the landing of the troops was effeiled without 
any oppofnion, at the diftance of fix leagues eafi- 
ward of thofe dreidful fortifications that were to 
be taken 

The operations by hnd, were not fo well con 
du6ted as thole by l^a if Alb-marle, who had 
the command of the array, had been a man of 
abilities, equal to the comrainion he was intruded 

with, 
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vitb, be would have begun his attack by the city.B o o k 
T he fingle dry wall that covered it, could not 
haveboldcn out four-and twenty hours. ' It is pro- 
bablc, that the generals, *the coudcj), and the re- 
gency, who muft infalitbly ha\c fallen into his 
hands by tins fuccefs, which might lb eafily have 
been .obtained,’ would have relbJved to capitulate 
for the Moro- At all events, he would thus have 
prevented the fort from' receiving any afliflance or 
provifions that were fupplied from the city during 
the fiege, and have fecured the moft likely means 
to reduce it in aver)’ (hort time. 

The plan Iic purfued, of beginning his opera- 
tions by the attack of the Moro,' expoied him to 
great diflrefies. The water that was near him was 
unwholeforae, and he found himfclf under a ne- 
ceHityof procuring ibmeat three leagues diRance 
from bis camp. As the floops that were fent for 
this puipofe might be attaoted, it was thought 
neceflary to pod a body of fifteen hundred men 
on ihe eminence of Arofteguy, at a quarter of a 
league’s dillance from the town, in order to pro- 
teifl them. This body of troops, entirely detach- 
ed from 'ihc army, and which could not be with- 
drawn, or fupporicd but by fca, w.^ perpetually 
in danger of being cut off 

ALBE^fARI.B, who might have judged of the 
difpofitjon of the enemy from their not molcding 
the troops potlcd at Arodeguy, fhould have placed 
another body of men upon the public road lead- 
ing to the city. By this ftep he would have been 
able almolb to furround it ; he would, 100(1: un- 
doubtedly, have difirefied it by famine, prevented 
all rtmo\alof the cficfls into the country, and 
opened a Icfs dangerous communicailon with 
Arofleguy, than by the dctadirocnis be was con- 
ftanlly obliged to fend, in order to this 

sdvanced body of troops 

O02 Th£ 



564 HISTORY OF SLTTLEMtNTS AND TRADE 

BOOK Tht fiegc of the Moro was earned on without 
^ opening the trenches The foldiers advanced to- 
wards the ditch, and were covered only with 
barrels of flints, which were, at length, ex- 
changed for facksof cotton, that were taken out 
of fomc merchant fhips arrived from Jamaica 
This want of forefight occafioned the lofs, of a 
great number of men, always of great value, 
but more efpeaally (b m a climate, where dif- 
cafes and fatigues caufe fo great a confumption of 
tlicm 

The Englifli general, having loft thegreateft 
part of bis army, and finding the nccefliiy, for 
want of troops, of rcimbarking m a few dajs, 
determined to attempt ftorming the caftle , but a 
large and deep ditch, cot m the rock, was firft to 
be pafled , and no preparations had been made to 
flil It up 

Ip the faults of the Enghfh were very confider- 
able, thofe of the Spaniards were ftill greater 
Though apprized above a month before, that 
war bad commenced between the two nations, 
they were not rouftd from their lethargy The 
enemy was already upon their coafts, and they 
hid made no provjfions of balls of a proper flze 
for their cannons, nor of cartridges, nenher had 
they orie Angle gun, or even a firelock fit to make 
ufe of 

The great number of officers, of the land’ind 
fea fervice, v ho were at the Hivannah, occafion- 
ed, during Ibrne days of the fiege, a great uncer- 
tainty in thcre/bluttons, that could not but be fa 
vourable to the bcfiegcrs 

Three ftitpsof war were funk, to ftop up the 
entrance into the port, which the enemy could 
not pafs The road into the harbour was by this 
means damaged, and three great ftiips loft to no 
purpofe. 


Ths 
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•The moft common pmdence would have fug-B O O K 
gdlcd, that the twelve men of war that were at 
the Havannah Ihould have been got ready to fail. 

They could not poffibly be of any fervice in de- 
fending the place, and it was a rnaiter of fome 
conleouence to lave them. But this was negle£l- 
ed Neither did the precaution occur of fetting 
them on fire, although this was the only way left 
to prevent them from falling into the hands of the 


The deftruaion of the body of Englifh troops 
polled at Arolleguy, where they could not rCKive 
any alTillance, might have been eafily effeded. 
This check would have put the befiegets to fome 
difficulty in procuring water, would have de- 
prived them of men. intimidated them, retarded 
iheir operations, and infpired the Spanim forces 
with fome degree of confidence. But^, far from 
making fo eafy an attempt, they did not attack, 
even il theo^n part of the country, any of the 
Enghlh detachments, though compfed entirely of 
inffntrj-, and which might have been oppn^ by 
a regiment of dragoons, number of 

milUia, ibat were provided With hodet 

The commuiiicalion of the city with llic inter- 
nal parts of the country vvas fi.itce cv« 
ed, and yet none of thorewhobad a Ihare in the 
adraininration, ever thought of conveying 
treafure into the inland pans, to pievent it from 

faHinginiotlichandsof 

The lad infiance of neglea feived m compete 
the whole. lo tlicmiddleof the dilch bad teen 
left a piece of rock, terimnatit^ in “ P®'"' ™ 
Handing by hrvlf. The Eo^jf 

br^ch’ m"te ^.unlerVcarp. A dgea^ with 
fificen men, palTed o%er ihcm at one »n the afier- 
noo^; .nd W!cd thcmfcKcs feme 
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The moll common pradcnce would have fug-B o o K 

gelled, that the twelve men of war that were at, X. 

the Havannah Ihould have been got ready to fail. 

They could not poffibly be of any fervicc in de- 
fending the place, and it was a matter of Ibme 
confequence to fave.them. But this was negledl- 
cd Neither! did the precaution occur of fetting 
them on fire, although this was the only way left 
to prevent them from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. I 

The deftruftion of the body of Enghlh troops 
polled at Arolleguy, where they could not receive 
any allilUnce. might have been eafily eflefled. 

This check would have put the befiegers to fome 
difficulty in procuring .water, would have de- 
pnved them of men, intimidated them, retarded 
their operations, and jnfpircd the Spani^ forces 
with fome degree of confidence. But, far from 
maklne fo eafy an attempt, they did not attack, 
even in the open part of the coumty, any of the 
Englilh detachments, though compofed entirely of 
infantry, and which might have been oppofed by 
a regiment of dragoons, and a great number of 

ratlitia, that were provided with horics. ^ 

The communication of thecuy with the inter- 

nalpatlsof the country was fc..rce ev« interrupt- 
ed, atvd yet done of thofewholiad a thare m the 
adrainidration, ever ihoughiof conveying theroyal 
treafure into the inland parts, to prevent it from 
falling into the hands of the enemy. 

The lafl: inllanceof neglea fciv ed to complcia 
the whole. In the middle of the ditch had been 
left a piece of rock, terminating m a point, and 
ItandlL by itfelf. The Enghlh placed upon this 
a few titJring planks which f m >he 

a/'ooertaSl 

noor^nd^c;" 
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BOOK Tht fiegc of the Moro was earned on without 
. opening tlie trenches Tlie foldiers advanced to- 
wards the ditch, and were covered only with 
barrels of flints, which Were, at lengih, ex- 
changed for facksof cotton, that were taken out 
of fomc merchant (hips arrived from Jamaica 
This want of forefighe occafioned the lo(s. of a 
great number of men, always nf great value, 
but more erpecially lb in i climate, where dtl 
cafes and fatigues caufe fo great a confumption of 
tlicm 

The Englifh general, having loft the greateft 
part of his army, and finding tlie ncceflity, for 
want of troops, of reimbarking m a few dajs, 
determined to attempt ftorming the caftic , but a 
large and deep ditch, cot m the rock, was firft to 
be paOed , and no preparations had been made to 
fill it up 

Ip the faults of the Englifh were very confider- 
able, ihofe of the Spaniards were ftill greater 
Though apprized above a month before, that 
war had commenced between ihe two nations, 
they were not roufed from their lethargy The 
enemy was already upon their coafts and they 
had made no provifions of balls of a proper fize 
for their cannons, nor of cartridges, neither had 
they one Angle gun, or even a firelock fit to make 
ufe of 

The great number of officers, of the land ind 
Tea fervice, who were ar the Havannah, occafion- 
ed, during fome days of the fii^e, a great uncer- 
tainty in thcrelbluiions, that could not but be fa- 
vourable to the befiegers. 

Three fhipsof war were funk, to ftop up the 
entrance into the port, which the enemy could 
not pnfs The road into the harbour was by this 
means damaged, and three great ftiips loft to no 
purpofe 

' The 
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B b b kftonesthat had fallen dt)wn. They were followed 
X. by a company of grenadiers and fome foldiers. 

they had colledled about a hundred men, 
in the fpace of an hour, they got upon the breach, 
under no apprehcnfion of being difeovered, and 
found no men placed there to defend it. Velafco, 
'indeed,, informed of what Iiad happened, haftened 
tofave'ihe place, but he was killed ^ in coming 
up, ‘and Ills death putting tire Spanifh troops that 
followed liim into confufion, they furrendered to 
'a handful of men. ‘ The neglc£l of placing a cen- 
tinel’to obferve the motions of tlie enemy lodged 
upon 'the ditch, determined this great event. A 
few days after, a capitulation was entered into, 
‘for the city, for all the places of the colony, and 
for^ the whole ifland. Independent of the great 
importance of this viflory in itfelf, • the conquerors 
found in the Havannah about forty^five millions • 
of filyer, and ‘other valuable effcdls, which fully 
indemnified them -for the cxpences of’ the expe- 
dition, I 

Adwn- The lofs of Cuba, the center of the power of 
m'*' Spain in the -New World, made peace as nccef- 
Great B-j. fary to the couri of Madrid, ns it could polfibly 
uiTjids b * that of Veffaillcs, whole diflrcfles were now 

Ih^peae^'brought to tile higheft pitd). The Englilh mi- 
niftry, at that lime, confented to a peace; but it 
feemed a matter of much difficulty to fettle the 
conditions. -'The luccefles of Great ’Britain had 
been aftonifhing m North and’South America. 
But, however ambitious fhe might be, fhe could 
not flatter hctfclf with the hopes of retaining all 
tlie conquefls fhe had made. It was rcafonabic 
to luppofc that flic would give up the poflcflions 
file diad gamed in North America, as the 'advan- 
tages fhe mighr expeft from them were diflonf, 
inconfiJcrable, and uncertain; and that fhe would 
’ • *.* 75 . 0001 . 
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be content tvlth referving to bcrl«!f the fugar cob- book 
nics fhe had lately acqujred, ^vhicb the ftate of her . 
finances feemed more particularly to require.. Thc^ 
incrcafe of her cuftoms, that was a neceffiry con- 
rcquence of fucli a would -have procured 

her the bell finking fund that could have been 
imagined, and which mud have been fo much the 
,moie agreeable to the nation, asit wouldbavc been 
obtained at the cxpencc of the French. > This ad- 
wantage would have been attended with three 
others very confiderablc. It would, in the firft 
place, have deprived a rival power, and formida- 
ble, noiwiihftandiug the faults it had committed, 
of it*s richeft branch of trade. Secondly, it would 
have contributed to weaken it, from it’s being 
under a neceflity of defending Canada ^ a colony, 
which, from the nature of it’s fuuaiion, mud be 
detrimental to a nation that had long neglefled It's 
navy. Laftly, it would have kept New England 
in a clofcr and more abrolute dependence on the 
moihcr-country, a part of America that wourdaN 
,wa>s want to be fvipported againft a rcfllefs, aflive, 
and warlike neighbour. 

, But though the council of George 111 fhould 
have thought it necellary to reftore to their enemies 
a bad country of the comincni, and to referve the 
valuable iflauds, yet thcy-would not, perhaps, have 
ventured to adopt fojudiciousa mcafure. In other 
countries the faults of the miniftcrs are imputed 
only to ihemfclvcs, or to their kings, who punifh 
them for their mifcondu^t. In England, the errors 
of adminiRration are generally the errors of the 
nation, who infift upon, obedience ‘to tbeir will, 
though guided by caprice. • r 

The Englilh, who have complained of the 
terms of the lall peace, when they hav e been fhew n 
bow far fliort they fell of the advantages tliey ex- 
pelled from them, had, however, m Ibme meafiire, 

diilared 



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


568 

BOO Kdiftated thofe very terms thcmfclves by the tenor 
, their complaints, either previous to, or during 

, the war. The Canadians had committed /bme 
outrages, and the favages many adls of cruelty in 
the Englifh colonies. The peaceable inhabitants, 
terrified at the diftrcflcs they fuffered, and more 
fo at thofe they feared, had caufed their clamours 
to be heard even in Europe. Their correfpondents, 
interefted to obtain them a fpeedy and powerful 
redrefs, had aggravated their complaints. Thofe 
writers, who eagerly lay hold of every circum- 
fiance that ''can render the French odious, had 
loaded them with every Ipecies of invedlive. The 
people, exafperated by the report of the fiiock* 
ing feenes that were perpetually prefented to it’s 
imagtnation,'wi{hed'io Ice a flop put to thefc 
barbarities. - ^ ' 

On the other hand, the inhabitants of the fugar 
colonies, fatisfied with the carrying on of their 
own commerce^ and gaining a. part of that of 
their enemies, were very quiet. Far from wilh- 
ing the conqueft of their neighbour’s fettlements, 
they rather dreaded it, confidcring it as deftruc- 
tivc to themfelvcs, though advantageous to the 
nation. The lands of the French arc fo much 
fuperfor to thofe of the Englifii, that no compe- 
tition could pofTibly have taken place. Their allies 
were of the fame opinion, and followed the exam- 
ple of their moderation. 

Th£ confequence of fo contrary a plan of con- 
duft was, that the nation was extremely indifTc- 
rtnt about the fugar colonies, bur very anxious 
to acquiTC what they wanted In North America. 
Let us reprefent to ourfehes the fituation of an 
enlightened man, who is convinced of the advan- 
tages of a projc<S,’wkidi he is compelled to give 
up, by the mifiakcn notions of a deceived multi- 
tude, m order to adopt, in preference to it, fimc 

nbfurd 
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abfurd fchcmes contrary to the general good, which d o o ic 
wi)} dr/honotir him rf he fhottld piirftie them, or, ^ 
whicli will expofe him to danger, if he fiiould re- 
fufc: Id us reprefent him to ourleivcs, as employ- 
ed by a fo\ercign, who 'mII difmifshim, if his re- 
bellious fubjedls fliould infifl. uponut, and who 
cinnot afibrd him *107 proteilion, if they rtiould 
carry their fury fo far as to demand his life* let us 
viev/ him divided, as he muft be, between the 
miflakcn vanity vvliicli attaches him to his polV, 
and the Iniidable pride which makes him careful to 
pre/erve his reputation let »s behold him alone, 
retired in his clofcr, and deliberating upon tl e 
flcps he Ihould take, amidft the tumult nnd cli- 
mours of the populace, coUefled round Ins houfe, 
and threatening to fci u on fire . for fuch is the 
alterniiive, winch liath been experienced, md will 
always be experienced by thofe who guide the pub- 
lic affairs of a free country. There is Icircc one 
fingle fuuation in the world, m which a propriety 
of condufl IS not attended with inconveniences on 
both Tides It is tlie property of real counge to 
adapt itfelf to thofe fevcrol circumfiances and fitu- 
ations, whatever may be the rcfult, but fuch kind 
of courage is not often to be met with 

Thb mmiffry, which, in England, can never 
fupport It’s authority agamft the people, or, at 
Icaft, cannot long maintain ulcif iiiccefshiliy 
ngimff It’s general odium, turned ail their views 
towards North America, and found France nnd 
Spain readily difpofed to adopt fuch a fyffem. 

The courts of Madrid and France give up to the 
Erglilh all thetr former pollcflions, from the river Sr 
Lawrence up to the Miffiffippi Ikfide this, France 
ceded the iffands of Granada and Tobigo, and 
confented that the Englilh (hould keep the tflinds 
of St Vincent and Dominica, that had b'^en con- 
fidcrcd as neutral, provided that, on her parr, file 
2 might 
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.BOOK might appropriate St. Lucia to hcrfelf. * On thefc 
,^3 ' condiiions, the conquerors reftored to 'the allied 
pouers all the conquers they had made in Ame- 
rica. 

TbeBri- From tliis time Erigland lofl the opportunity, ’ 
tifhminir- which, perhaps, may never return, of feizing all 
avenues and making itfelf mafter of the fources 
thetrviews of all the wealth of the New World. Mexico was 
fh/fitua* in ii’® power, .'istheEngli/1) only werein poHeffion 
ponof ' the'gulph that opens the way to it ; this valna- 
things ble continent mufh,'therefore, foon have become 
pfQpgjty^ migiit have been allured, either 
by the offers of an ealier government, or by the 
flattering hopes of liberty: the Spaniards might 
have been invited to fliake off the yoke of the mo- 
ther-country, vvhich only took up arms to diflrefs 
it’s colonies, and not to proiedl them ; or tlie In- 
dians might have been tempted to break the chains 
that enflaved them to an arbitrary government. 
The v/holc face of America might, perhaps, have' 
been entirely changed, and the Hnglilh, more free^ 
and more equitable than other monarchial powers,' 
could not but be benefited by refeuing the human 
race from the oppreflions they fuffered in the New 
World, and by removing the injuries thisoppref- 
fion hath brought on Europe In particuhr. 

All thofe fubjefls, who are vuRimsof the fcvc- 
rity, exa^ions, oppreffion, and deceit of arbitrary 
governinenis } all thole families that are ruined by 
the raifing of foldiers, by the ravages of armies, 
by the loans for carrying on war, and by the in- 
fradlions of peace j all men bom to think and Jive 
as men, inflead of obeying and becoming fiiljcft 
hkc 6rafef, «ooW ftavc gfarfi'y taken reriige rn 
thnfe colmirics. Thcfc, as well as 'a multitude of 
uoikmcn wiihont employment ; of hufliindmen 
wiihout land ; of men of fcience uiihont any oc- 
cupation i and numbers of diflrcfled and uulortti- 
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nate perfbns, would have flown into thefe regions, e O o k 
which require only juft and clvili/ed inhabitants to X. 
render them happy. Above all, the pcalants 
the north, flaves to the nobihly, who trample upon 
them, would certainly have been- invited there: 
thofe Ruflian pcafanis, who are employed ns exe- 
cutioners to torture the human race, Inftcad of 
cultivating and fertilizing the earth. Numbers of 
them would certainly have been loft in thefe tranf- 
migrations through cxtenfiye leas, into new cll- 
mates; but this would have been an infinitely left 
evil than that of a tyranny, working by flow and 
artful means, and facrificing fo many people to 
the wills of a fmall number of men. In a word, 
the Englifli would have been much more glorioufly 
employed in fupporting and favouring fo happy a 
revolution, than in tormenting thcmfelves ip de- 
fence of a liberty, that excites the envy of all Kings, 
and which they endeavour, by every method, to 
undermine and deftroy. 

This isa wilh which, though founded on juftice 
and humanity, is yet, alas! vain m itfelf, as it 
leaves nothing but regret in the mind of him that 
formed it. Muft then the defires of the virtuous 
man for thepro/penty of the world be for ever Joft, 
while ihofc of the ambitious and the extravagant 
are fo often favoured by cafual events ? 

Since war hath been the caufeof fo much evil, 
why does it not run through every fpecies of ca- 
lamity, that it may, at length, tend to procure 
fomegood? But what hath bedn the confequence 
of the laft war, one of thofo that hath been the 
moft diftrefsful to the human race? It hath oc- 
cafioned ravages in the four quarters of the 
globe ; and hath coft Europe alone above a mil- 
lion of it’s inhabitants. Thofe who were not it’s 
vidims, are now diftreficd by it, and their pofte- 
nty will long be opprefled under the weight of 
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BOO Kthc enormous taxes it hath given rife to. Tl 
nation, whom vidlory attended in all parts, w 
^ ruined by it*s triumphs. It's public debt, whic 
at the beginning ^of 'the war, did not-cxcee 
1,617,087,060* Iivres*, arofe, at the concIuHc 
of the* peace, , to ^iggojooojooo livres-f, f( 
'which it muft pay an intcrcfl of ii’j,S77>4g 
livres J. . “ ' ‘ 

But it is time to quit the fubjeft of war. ' 1 / 
us now proceed to confider by what means the na 
tions, who have divided tliq great Archipelago c 
America, that hath been the origin of fo man 
quarrels and negoclarlons, and hath given ri/c t 
fo many refiedtions, have been able to raife it to 
degree of opulence, that may, without exagge 
ration, be conftdered os the hrll; caufe of all (h 
great events that at prcfcni difturb the peace of ih 
globe. 


* ^7.378,5471. ie». + r3t,7iO|«»*K 

X 4,549.0641. II. M. 
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